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	United States

Department of

Agriculture
	Forest

Service
	Gallatin National Forest
	Big Timber Ranger District 

P.O. Box 1130

Big Timber, MT  59011

Phone:  406-932-5155

Fax:      406-932-5777



	File Code:
	1950 / 5140

	Date:
	December  6, 2002


	Dear Interested Party:
	


The Forest Service is seeking comments on a proposed fuels management project on National Forest lands adjacent to urban interface areas in the Main Boulder area, south of Big Timber, Montana.  Main Boulder Fuels Reduction Project is part of a broader national program to implement the National Fire Plan, which resulted from the fire season of 2000.  This project proposal is responsive to the hazardous fuels reduction portion of the National Fire Plan:

Hazardous Fuels Reduction – Assign highest priority for hazardous fuels reduction to communities at risk, readily accessible municipal watersheds, threatened and endangered species habitat, and/or other important local features, where current conditions favor uncharacteristically intense fires.

The proposed actions are designed to lessen fire risk to the public and firefighters safety and potential fire behavior on National Forest lands surrounding communities within the Main Boulder corridor.  A team of Forest Service resource specialists is in the process of analyzing potential benefits and negative effects of the proposed mechanical treatments and prescribed burning treatments described in the attached document.  The Scoping Document provides information on: 1) size and range of proposed treatments in the Main Boulder Corridor; 2) purpose and need for the proposed actions; and 3) preliminary list of environmental issues identified by the resource specialists early in the analysis process.  Map of the proposed treatment areas are also provided.

To ensure that your ideas, issues, or concerns specific to these proposals are considered during project development, please submit comments by January 15, 2003.  Comments should be sent to:

Bill Avey, District Ranger 

USDA Forest Service – Big Timber Ranger District

P.O. Box 1130, Big Timber,   Montana    59011

Your comments will help us identify issues that may lead to a range of alternatives for each area to be analyzed.

Comments received in response to this solicitation, including names and addresses of those who comment, will be considered part of the public record for this project and will be available for public viewing.  Comments submitted anonymously will be accepted and considered; however, those who submit anonymous comments will not have standing to appeal the subsequent decision under 36 CFR Parts 215 or 217 (if applicable).  Additionally, pursuant to 7 CFR 1.27(d), any person may request the agency to withhold a submission from the public record by showing how the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) permits such confidentiality.  Persons requesting such confidentiality should be aware that, under FOIA, confidentiality may be granted in only very limited circumstances, such as to protect trade secrets.  The Forest Service will inform the requester of the agency's decision regarding the request for confidentiality, and where the request is denied, the agency will return the submission and notify the requester that the comments may be resubmitted with/without name and address within 15 days.

Sincerely,

     /s/  Bill Avey


BILL AVEY

District Ranger

[image: image2.png]


 
Caring for the Land and Serving People
Printed on Recycled Paper[image: image3.png]Y
%W





[image: image1.png][image: image2.png][image: image3.png]