CHAPTER 4.
CONSULTATION AND COORDINATION

Changes from the Draft to Final EIS

The following changes were made between the DEIS and FEIS. This listing does not include
minor corrections to grammar, spelling, explanations, and paragraph formatting that have
also been made. Some of the changes resulted from comments made to the DEIS.

e The distribution list was updated to include new individuals, organizations, and
agencies that received the FEIS.

Preparers and Contributors

The Forest Service consulted the following individuals, Federal, State, and local agencies,
tribes and non-Forest Service persons during the development of this environmental
assessment:

Interdisciplinary Team Members (IDT)

Eric Ornberg, Planner, Certified Silviculturist, IDT Leader — Bachelor of Science in
Forestry, University of Illinois, 1977. Master of Science in Forest Management, University
of lllinois, 1978. Twenty-three years of Forest Service experience in ldaho, Montana, and
Oregon, specializing in forest management, planning, and silviculture at the ranger district
level.

Lori Bailey, Botanist — Bachelor of Science in Forest Biology, Utah State University, 1991.
Fifteen years of Forest Service experience at the ranger district level in Utah and Oregon,
specializing in silviculture, planning, and botany.

Paul Bennett, Fishery Biologist — Bachelor of Science in Zoology, Oregon State University,
1979. Master of Science in Fishery Science and Aquatic Resources, Oregon State
University, 2002. Twenty-five years of Forest Service experience in Oregon — fifteen years
in engineering at the district level and ten years as a fishery biologist at the forest level.

Noelle Colby-Rotell, Writer/Editor — Bachelor of Arts in Communication, Eastern
Washington University,1990. Master of Arts in Communication, Washington State
University, 1992. Doctoral student in Public Relations, Washington State, currently. Six
years experience as a Public Relations Director in manufacturing.

Ward Fong, Soil Scientist — Associate of Arts in Biology, Sacramento City College, 1975.
Bachelor of Science in Biology of Natural Resources — Plant and Soil Nutrition, University
of California, Berkeley, 1977. Thirteen years of Forest Service experience specializing in
soil science and watershed management at the ranger district level.

Michael Gebben, Wildlife Biologist — Bachelor of Science in Biological Conservation,
California State University, Sacramento, 1989. Twelve years experience with Forest Service
at the ranger district level as wildlife surveyor and wildlife biologist.

Chapter 4: Consultation and Coordination--425



William Jackson, Sale Administrator, Logging Systems Specialist/Economics —Bachelor
of Science in Secondary Education, Eastern Oregon State University, 1974. Thirty years of
experience at the ranger district level in Oregon, specializing in timber sale preparation and
timber sale administration.

Cara Kelly, Archeologist — Bachelor of Science in Anthropology, University of Oregon,
1988. Master’s Degree in Interdisciplinary Studies — Anthropology and Geography, Oregon
State University, 2001. Fifteen years of Forest Service experience specializing in archeology
and heritage resources.

Rick Larson, Writer/editor, Resource Planner — Bachelor of Science in Forestry,
Oklahoma State University, 1975. Twenty-nine years of Forest Service and Bureau of Land
Management experience in Oregon, Washington, and Montana, specializing in forest
management/planning and administration of lands/minerals programs at the ranger district
and forest level.

Roy McNary, GIS Data Services Specialist — Associate Certificate in Office
Administration, Lane Community College, 1984. Eighteen years of Forest Service
experience in business management, computer operations and support, GIS, and database
administration.

Richard Stowers, Transportation Planner - Associate of Arts degree, Sacramento City
College, 1967. Twenty eight years with the Forest Service in ldaho, Oregon, and Vermont
specializing in various aspects of forest transportation planning and implementation.

Nancy Wilson, Fuels Specialist — Associate of Arts and Science, Yakima Valley
Community College, 1977. Sixteen years of Forest Service experience in fire and fuel
management.

Shannon Winegar, Recreation Specialist— Bachelor of Science in Nursing, Eastern Oregon
University, 2003 and Associate of Liberal Studies, Eastern Oregon University, 2001.
Nineteen years of Forest Service experience at the ranger district level in Oregon specializing
in forest recreation management/planning and administration programs.

Shannon Brit, Range Conservationist --Bachelor of Science in Rangeland Management,
Oregon State University, 1991. Bachelor of Science Agricultural Education Washington
State University, 1986. Fifteen years of Forest Service and Natural Resource Conservation
Service experience in Oregon and Washington specializing in rangeland management/soils at
the ranger district and field office level.

Extended Team Members, Management, or Reviewers

Larry Bright — Threatened and Endangered Species Coordinator
Al Brown — Writer-editor, Forester

Steve Cossette — Forest Planner

Lance Delgado - District Fire Management Officer

Ryan Falk — District Planner

Donald Hann — Archaeologist

Jennifer Harris — Public Affairs and Tribal Relations

Leslie Heaton — GIS Analyst

John Johnston — Transportation Planner
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Elaine Kohrman — Economist

Laura Mayer - Fuels Planner

William McArthur — Regional Silviculturist

Jim Minogue — GIS Specialist

Roger Ogden — Regional Office Environmental Coordination Review
Michelle Putz — Writer/Editor

Ken Schuetz — Wildlife Biologist

Bart Lander - District Environmental Coordinator

Contributors

The Forest Service consulted the following individuals, Federal, State, and local agencies,
tribes, and non-Forest Service persons during the development of this environmental impact
statement:

Federal, State, and Local Agencies:

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration-Fisheries (NOAA)
U.S.D.1. Fish and Wildlife Service

Grant County/Judge Dennis Reynolds

State Historical Preservation Office (SHPO)

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)

Tribes:

Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs

Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation

Burns Paiute Tribe

Public Involvement Summary

The analysis of the Easy Fire Recovery Project began in October 2002. A Notice of Intent to
prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (NOI) was published in the Federal Register on
March 24, 2003. The project was also listed quarterly in the Schedule of Proposed Activities
(SOPA) starting in the Summer/Fall of 2002 and continuing through the Summer/Fall of
2004. A fire recovery open house was held at the Federal Building in John Day on February
13, 2003, and on February 14, 2003, the agency mailed a scoping letter seeking public
comment to approximately 130 groups, other agencies, and individuals who had previously
shown interest in Malheur National Forest projects.

In response to these scoping efforts, written comments were received from 9 interested
parties. In addition to comments supporting the project, the District received comments
reflecting concerns related to potential adverse impacts on soils, wildlife and aquatic habitat,
and economics. Public comments were used in the development of the reasonable range of
alternatives and the identification of the significant issues.

In October 2003 the Easy Fire Recovery Project Draft Environmental Impact Statement was
published by the Malheur National Forest, and a Notice of Availability (NOA) was published
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in the Federal Register by the Environmental Protection Agency on October 24, 2003. A
news release announcing the availability of the DEIS was also published in the Blue
Mountain Eagle the following week.. The DEIS was mailed to over 100 individuals,
organizations, or agencies, as well as the Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs, the
Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation, and the Burns Paiute Tribe. The
DEIS was made available to the public for a 45-day review. Ten comments were received in
response to the DEIS (see Table 4-1). Information received from these sources of public
involvement was used by the Interdisciplinary Team (IDT) to help refine and develop this
final EIS.

The IDT reviewed the 10 letters with comments on the DEIS and addressed each substantive
comment provided. The 10 letters are disclosed in Response to Comments section in
Appendix | of the FEIS. Comments received on the DEIS were assigned a number to track
them through the review and response process. Table 4-1 lists those who commented and the
tracking number assigned to their letter.

Table 4-1: Individuals Who Commented on the Easy DEIS

Letter Number Commenter
1 Dan Becker
2 Ronald S. Yockim/Grant County Court
3 Judge Steven E. Grasty/Harney County Court
4 Preston Sleeger-USDI Office of Environmental Policy and Compliance
5 Steven J. Courtney/Malheur Lumber Company
6 Doug Heiken/Oregon Natural Resources Council
7 Asante Riverwind/League of Wilderness Defenders/Blue Mtn. Biodiversity Project
8 .Josh Laughlin/Cascadia Wildlands Project
9 Kathleen Hite/Northwest Environmental Defense Center.
10 Judith Leckrone Lee/US EPA, Region 10

Distribution of the Final Environmental Impact Statement

In addition to those who commented on the DEIS above, copies have been sent to the
following other individuals, Federal agencies, federally recognized tribes, State and local
governments, and organizations representing a wide range of views regarding the project.

Individuals

This environmental impact statement has been distributed to individuals who commented on
the DEIS or requested a copy of the document plus the following individual:

Emmel Brothers Ranch, Prairie City, Oregon
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Organizations, Industry, and Local Agencies

This environmental impact statement has been distributed to organizations, industry, and
local agencies that commented on the DEIS or requested a copy of the document plus the
following organizations:

Thomas Partin ............. American Forest Resource Council

Bryan Bird................... Sierra Club National Forest Campaign

Judy Smith................... Books Acquisition, Colorado State University

Dan Bishop................. Resource Manager, Prairie Wood Products

D.R. Johnson............General Manager, D.R. Johnson Lumber Company

Oregon State Agencies

Department of Fish and Wildlife/Habitat Division/Dave McAllister
Economic and Community Development/ Marty Brantley

Planning and Development Section/Parks and Recreation Department/Michael Carrier
Water Resources Department/Paul Cleary

Division of State Lands/John Lilly

Department of Geology and Mineral Industries/ Dr. Vicki McConnell
Department of Environmental Quality

Department of Land Conservation and Development/Jim Knight
Executive Department/State Economist/ Tom Potiowsky

Oregon Department of Forestry

Governors Natural Resource Policy/ Jim Brown

Tribal Contacts

Burns Paiute Tribe/Tribal Chairman/Dean Adams

Burns Paiute Tribe/Cultural Res. Program/Charisse Snapp

Conf. Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation/Chairman, Board of Trustees/Gary Burke

Conf. Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation/Program Mgr., Env. Planning and Rights
Protection/Rick George

Conf. Tribes of Warm Springs/Tribal Council Chairman/Olney Patt, Jr.

Conf. Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation/Princ. Investigator/THPO, Cult. Res. Prog.
Mgr./Manfred Jaehnig

Conf. Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation/Natural Res. Policy Analyst/Harold Shepard

Conf. Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation/Jim Webster

Conf. Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation/Heritage/Shaun Steinmetz

Conf. Tribes of the Warm Springs Reservation/Cultural Res. Program Mgr./Sally Bird

Conf. Tribes of the Warm Springs Reservation /Fara Ann Currim

Conf. Tribes of the Warm Springs Reservation /Fish & Wildlife Mgr./Terry Luther

Conf. Tribes of the Warm Springs Reservation /Clay Penhollow

Conf. Tribes of the Warm Springs Reservation /Cultural Heritage Committee
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Federal Agencies

This environmental impact statement has been distributed to individuals who commented on
the DEIS or requested a copy of the document plus the following federal agencies:

Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, Director, Planning and Review

National Marine Fisheries Service

Northwest Power Planning Council

U.S. Army Engineer NW Division

U.S. Coast Guard, Environmental Impact Branch

U.S. Department of Agriculture, APHIS PPD/EAD

U.S. Department of Agriculture, Forest Service, Region 6/Environmental Coordination

U.S. Department of Agriculture, Forest Service, Wallowa Whitman NF, Whitman Unit,
Richard Haines

U.S. Department of Agriculture National Agricultural Library

U.S. Department of Agriculture Natural Resource Conservation Service, National
Environmental Coordinator

U.S. Department of Commerce, Northwest Regional Unit of NOAA Fisheries

U.S. Department of Energy, Office of NEPA Policy and Compliance

U.S. Department of the Interior, Office of Environmental Policy and Compliance(1)

U.S. Department of Transportation, Federal Aviation Administration, Northwest Region

U.S. Department of Transportation, Federal Energy Regulatory Commission/Advisor on
Environmental Quality

U.S. Department of Transportation, Federal Highway Administration, Western Resource
Center

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Office of Environmental Review (5)

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 10 EIS Review Coordinator, Seattle (2)

U.S. Navy, Office of Chief of Navy Operations

Federal, State, and Local Officials

This environmental impact statement has been distributed to individuals who commented on
the DEIS or requested a copy of the document plus the following officials:

Senator Gordon Smith

Senator Ron Wyden

Representative Greg Walden
Governor Ted Kulongoski
Governor’s Forest Advisor

State Representative Ted Ferrioli
Grant County Judge Dennis Reynolds

Chapter 4: Consultation and Coordination--430



