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Fall Burning Set To Begin Next Week

Klamath Falls, OR — Monday, September 22" the Klamath Falls Resource Area (KFRA) of
the Lakeview District Bureau of Land Management (BLM), plans to begin prescribed under-
burning of approximately 5,700 acres, 19 miles south east of Bonanza, just north of the
California Border. Crews from the BLM, US Forest Service, US Fish and Wildlife, and National
Park Service will participate in the burning activities.

Ignitions will be done using helicopter and drip torches and should be completed by
Saturday, September 27", This will be the third burn entry in that area over the last decade.
“This is one of the premier areas in the west that has been returned to its historical landscape
using fire as a prescribed tool,” said Steve Petrick-Underwood. Petrick-Underwood is the Fuels
Operation Specialist at the KFRA. “What will be left is a grass understory with a Ponderosa pine
overstory,” he added.

In addition, at various times throughout the next couple of months, the Fremont-Winema
National Forests (FS) and the Lakeview District BLM will conduct prescribed burning activities
on public lands.

“Over 50 years of fire suppression has changed the basic health of our forests and
rangelands,” Mike Evans said. Evans is the Interagency Fire Management Officer for the
Lakeview BLM and the eastern portion of the Fremont-Winema National Forests. “Prescribed
burning reintroduces fire as it historically was. These treatments reduce the risk of severe

wildfire which burns with high intensity and can come with catastrophic results,” he added.
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Prescribed burning is the controlled application of fire over a planned area to reduce the
accumulation of combustible material. The objectives range from reducing the risk of
catastrophic wildfire potential, enhancing forage or meadow areas, improving wildlife habitat, to
restoring old-growth characteristics. Temperature, humidity, wind, vegetation or debris moisture
levels are all considered. When conditions are within the “prescribed levels,” these elements
help firefighters keep burning activities inside designated boundaries and allow resource
management objectives to be met.

In the late 1960’s, fire fighting agencies began to recognize the role of fire in the natural
cycle of wildlands, and consequently shifted their policies from automatic suppression to include
introducing fire under prescribed conditions. In the 1970’s, this shift was reflected by a change
in agency fire management policies to recognize the importance of fire management in restoring
ecosystem health. “By the 1980’s and 1990’s,” stated Doug Bright, “we began using prescribed
burning as a management tool where manually ignited fires were closely monitored and
controlled. This has become just one of the tools used to meet the objectives of the National Fire
Plan (NFP). The basic objectives of the NFP are to reduce the risk of wildfire to wildland urban
interface communities, and to improve the health of forests and rangelands.” Bright is the FS
Fire Management Officer for the western portion of the Fremont-Winema National Forests.

Both the BLM and FS put this philosophy into practice making every effort to minimize
the impact on areas affected by prescribed fires. This is done by monitoring smoke (and
complying with Department of Environmental Quality standards), wildlife, water, and vegetation
health and survival. Burning activities only continue when weather and smoke dispersal
conditions permit.

The following FS and BLM areas will conduct prescribed fire activities as weather
conditions and fuel moisture allow:
Fremont-Winema National Forests:

On the Chemult, Chiloquin and Klamath Ranger Districts, approximately 1,665 acres will

be involved. Specific areas planned for prescribed burning include Odessa, South Gate unit # 4,

Cole Timber Sale, Deep Meadow, and the Antelope Pilot Project area.
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On the Bly, Lakeview, Paisley and Silver Lake Ranger Districts, approximately 2,030
acres are scheduled for treatments. Specific areas planned for prescribed burning include Retool,
Island, Barry Pt. unit # 2, and Horsefly.
Lakeview District BLM:
The Lakeview Resource area has approximately 8,025 acres planned for treatment.
Specific areas planned for prescribed burning include Warner Wetlands, Squaw Ridge, Mill
Creek, Fort Rock and Colvin Timbers.

For internet access to fire information, log on to http://www.fs.fed.us/r6/fremont/scofmp,

http://www.fs.fed.us/r6/kfifc/, or link from any of the following web sites

www.or.blm.gov/Lakeview, www.fs.fed.us/r6/fremont, or www.fs.fed.us/r6/winema.

For more information on these prescribed fires, call your local FS or BLM office’s Fire
Management Officer or Public Affairs - Lisa Swinney at 541-947-6261 or Kathy Fletcher at 541-
883-6715.

Note to media—To arrange a visit to any of the above prescribed fire activities, contact Lisa

Swinney or Kathy Fletcher.
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