
Quick Guide to Key Forest Service Planning Terms 

Proposed Action = The project (revising the Forest Plan), set of activities, or decision that a federal agency 
intends to implement, as defined in National Environmental Policy Act regulations. 

Purpose and Need = This is a general statement of what, where, how, when and why the agency is 
proposing an action. It sets the scope and range for issues and alternatives carried forward for analysis. 

Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) = A statement of environmental effects required for major federal 
actions under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). After release of the Draft EIS and Proposed 
Forest Plans, an interdisciplinary team will review public comments and, as needed, will modify the Proposed 
Forest Plan and the supporting analysis described in the Draft EIS. The Final EIS will then be issued along 
with a Record of Decision. 

Issue = A subject or question of wide-spread public or internal discussion or interest regarding management 
of National Forest System. 

Indicators = In the analysis of alternatives, indicators are used to measure the effects under resource issues 
expected to result from implementation of alternatives. 

Alternative = An option for responding to the purpose and need. 

Management Area = The Forest is generally divided into areas that carry common management objectives 
and specific management direction. 

Collaborative Planning = The Forest Service works with the public, state and local agencies, tribal 
governments, regulatory agencies, other federal agencies and others to assure the most efficient and effective 
management possible. 

Ecosystem Management = An ecological approach to natural resource management to assure productive, 
healthy ecosystem by blending social, economic, physical, and biological needs and values. 

Range of Alternatives = Options for addressing the proposed action. Issues raised by the public, 
management concerns, and resource opportunities determine the appropriate range of alternatives. 

Preferred Alternative = Alternative initially preferred by the Regional Forester, from the range of alternatives 
and effects identified in the Draft EIS. It is the alternative that he believes best resolves the management 
problems for each National Forest within the context of the mission and priorities of the Forest Service. This 
selection will be based on the completed analysis of alternatives that will be disclosed in the Draft EIS with a 
description of all alternatives and associated environmental effects. 

Proposed Forest Plan = The Proposed Forest Plan for each Forest will be based on the Preferred Alternative 
identified and described in the Draft EIS. The Proposed Forest Plan results from extensive analysis and 
considerations addressed in the draft EIS. 

Selected Alternative = The alternative that is ultimately selected by the Regional Forester to become the 
Final Revised Forest Plan, which will guide future Forest Management based on public comments and further 
analysis after the Draft EIS. The selected alternative is described in the Record of Decision (ROD) along with 
the rational for selection. 

Final Revised Forest Plan = Based on the selected alternative, a final revised Forest Plan will then be issued 
for each Forest. 


