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| ntroducti on

The Nationwi de Rivers Inventory of 1979 identified rivers that have potential for
designation under the WIld and Scenic Rivers Act of Cctober 2, 1968.

Seven rivers listed in this Nationwi de Rivers Inventory are | ocated conpletely or
partially within the exterior boundaries of the Mark Twain National Forest, M ssouri

The Land and Resource Managenent Plan for the Mark Twai n National Forest, approved June
23, 1986, recogni zes these seven rivers as being eligible for study. A determ nation
that a particular river is eligible for designation does not necessarily inply that
designation is the best use of the river in terns of National interest.

The Plan al so assigns a corridor extending Yamle fromeach river bank the |length of the
eligible study area to separate managenent areas with supporting standards and
gui delines. Refer Forest Plan, pages, |IV-17, 1V-189 - |V-191.

These rivers have been reviewed to deternine an interimpotential classification until a
formal river study is executed and a reconmendati on made to Congress as to the
suitability for classification for each river

This report presents the interimpotential classification for each river, as well as the
standards and gui delines by which National Forest Systeml|ands within these areas will be
managed until studies are conpleted and Congressional action taken
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Ri ver M| epost Study

GASCONADE RI VER (66 mi | es) Nati onal Forest Acres 599
Mles with NFSL — 1 side 7.71
Mles with NFSL — 2 side 1.37

This rivers' attributes and qualifications for national river status were evaluated by a
Draft Environnment Statenent prepared in 1975. that study resulted in the follow ng

r econmendat i on.

. DESCRIPTION OF THE PRCPCSED ACTION 1/

“It is proposed that |egislation be enacted which woul d:

Amend Section 3(a) of P.L. 90-542 to include 66 nmles of the Gasconade R ver and 52
mles of the Big Piney River as Federal conponents of the National WIld and Scenic
Rivers System and designates them “scenic” river areas. As defined in Section

2(b)(2) of the WIld and Scenic Rivers Act, scenic river areas are those rivers that
are free of inmpoundnents, with shorelines or watersheds still largely primtive and

shorelines |argely undevel oped but accessible in places by roads.” (See River

O assification Map on page 3).

It has been determ ned (1987) that no significant changes have occurred to the river

envi ronnent sufficient to cause a change in the proposed classification.

1/ Draft Environmental |npact Statenment — Gasconade Wl d and Scenic River Study.
of Qutdoor Recreation, Departnment of the Interior. 1975.
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InterimPotential O assification — Gasconade R ver

The determination for this river was adopted fromthe draft Gasconade/Big Piney WIld and
Scenic River Study, Bureau of Qutdoor Recreation, Departnent of the Interior, 1975.
The determ nation was made that:

1. The followi ng segnent be considered as shown on the map on page 3.

Segnent 3 66 mles Sceni ¢
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Ri ver M| epost Study

Bl G PI NEY RI VER (63 mi | es) Nati onal Forest Acres 2,453
Mles with NFSL — 1 side 17. 74
Mles with NFSL — 2 side 12.81

This rivers' attributes and qualifications for national river status were evaluated by a
Draft Environnment Statenent prepared in 1975. that study resulted in the follow ng
reconmendat i on.

. DESCRI PTION OF THE PROPCSED ACTI ON 1/
“It is proposed that |egislation be enacted which woul d:

Amend Section 3(a) of P.L. 90-542 to include 66 nmles of the Gasconade R ver and 52
mles of the Big Piney River as Federal conponents of the National WIld and Scenic
Rivers System and designates them “scenic” river areas. As defined in Section
2(b)(2) of the WIld and Scenic Rivers Act, scenic river areas are those rivers that
are free of inmpoundnents, with shorelines or watersheds still largely primtive and
shorelines |argely undevel oped but accessible in places by roads.” 1/ (See River

O assification Map on page 6).

Devel opnent subsequent to this 1975 finding has not reduced its potenti al
qual i fication.

In addition, the determnation is nmade that the 11 nile segnment fromthe northern
boundary of Ft. Leonard Wod to the north side of Section 31, T36N, RLOW shoul d have
an interimclassification of “scenic.” This opportunity results froma boundary

adj ustnent that now places this 11 mle segnent outside of the Fort.

1/ Draft Environnmental |npact Statement — Gasconade Wld and Scenic River Study. Bureau
of Qutdoor Recreation, Departnment of the Interior. 1975.
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InterimPotential Odassificaiton — Big Piney River

The determ nations for hti sriver are a conbinati on based on the draft Gasconade (Big
Piney) WIld and Sacenic R ver Study, Bureau of Qutdoor Recreation, Departnent of the
Interior, 1975 and on a review of the current situations along the river.

The determ nations were nade that:

1. The 52 nmile portion of the river fromH ghway 17 to Fort Leonard Wod as
recomended in the Gasconade WId and Sceni ¢ R ver Study be consi dered one
segment. The best potential classification for this 52 nmile segnment of the river
woul d be “Scenic.”

2. The 9.5 mile portion of the river fromthe southern boundary of Fort Leonard Wod
to the northern boundary be consi dered one segnent. This 9.5 mile segnent should
be excl uded from consi deration as a conponent of the Wld and Scenic R ver system
due to its location within the boundary of Fort Leonard Wod.

3. The 11 mile portion of the river fromthe northern boundary of Fort Leonard Wod
to the north side of Section 31, T36N, RLOW should be considered one segnent.
The best potential classification for this 11 nile segnent of the river would be
“Scenic.”

4. The 9 mile portion of the river fromthe north side of Section 31, T36N, RIOW to
the junction with the Gasconade R ver should be considered one segnent. This 9
mle segnment should be excluded fromconsideration as a part of the wild and
Scenic River System The 1975 Study Report found this section to be unsuitable
for classification. Since 1975, factors causing unsuitability have worsened.

Item2-4 differ fromthe reconmendati on of the Draft Gasconade (Big Piney) WId and
Sceni ¢ River Study, 1975. The 1975 study called for the entire 29.5 nmiles to be excl uded
fromconsideration. A redescription of the Fort Leonard Wod boundary now pl aces 11
mles of river outside of the Fort’s jurisdiction and within National Forest influence.
This 11 mle segnent is recogni zed as having a potential for Scenic classificaiton
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Ri ver M| epost Study

CEDAR CREEK (63 mil es) Nati onal Forest Acres 1,041
Mles with NFSL — 1 side 3. 06
Mles with NFSL — 2 side .73

Free Flowing — Cedar Creek is free flow ng throughout.

Qut st andi ngl y Remar kabl e Val ues — The nost remarkably scenic sectionis fromMIle Post 8
to 21, with a cave, chimmey rock, and rock bluffs. Two historical mll sites, several
ol d house places, and nany prehistoric sites occur along the creek.

Accessibility — Cedar Creek is crossed by two state hi ghways and three county roads. One
county bridge is for pedestrian use only. Eight fords are traditionally used by nearby

| andownersm but are not accessible to the general public. Approximtely 40 | andowners
adj oi n Cedar Creek on the Boone County side, while Callaway County has approxi mately 60
different individuals with property tounching Cedar Creek. Each | andowner has sone sort
of road or trail to the creek where topography all ows.

Devel opnents — Five powerlines and one pipeline cross Cedar Creek within the candidate
area. Five county and seven private roads that don’t cross the creek have sections that
run in the corridor. About 30 houses, 25 outbuildings, and two ceneteries lie in the
ar ea.

Land Use — Wth few exceptions, the bottom and flats and gentle sl opes that are comobn
within the corridor have been cleared of trees and planted in crops or grass. Managenent
activities on National Forest Systemlands within the corridor have been linited, but

i nclude the planting of wal nuts and cottonwoods, and subsequent rel ease w th herbicides.

Suitability for Public Recreational Use — Cedar Creek is a small creek which drains into
the Mssouri River. On the |ower reaches of the streamthe influences of the M ssouri
Ri ver can be seen. He creekbanks are high (10 feet or nore) so that a user gets a
tunnel -1ike inpression. These high mud banks rise fromthe water of the creek so that
there is limted area to | and and | eave the canoe or boat. dinbing the banks is
difficult.

Cedar Creek has no devel oped public facilities, such as a boat ranp, restroons, etc.
Recreationists presently use the state and county road right-of-ways to | aunch their
boats. The sreamis best floated during periods of high runoff, typically in the spring.
Year-round use is limted to that portion of the streamwithin 3 mles of the Mssouri

Ri ver.

Cedar Creek has only 0.73 linear mles with National Forest System | ands on both sides,
and 3.0 mles of NFSL on one side. Therefore, only 8% of the creekbank is in Forest
Servi ce owner shi p.
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Al inall, the capacity of the small stramto sustain heavy public use such as has
resulted fromnational designation of other larger rivers in Mssouri is quite |limted.

Water Quality — During the mid-1900's, surface mining for coal disturbed thousands of
acres of land in the upper Cedar Creek Watershed. In succeeding years, acid runoff from
the barren m ne | ands degraded Cedar Creek, causing numerous nmgjor fish kills throughout
its lengths. The last such fish kill occurred in 1982.

In March of 1980, the Abandoned M ne Land Seciton of the M ssouri Departnent of Natural
Resources entered into a nulti-phase reclamati on programfor the Cedar Creek Watershed.
Two areas responsi ble for considerabl e amounts of acid runoff, the Cross-Mtchell and
Ti ppl e sites, have been reclained. Reclanmation was directed toward wimnation of all
sources of acid runoff, burial of exposed municipal wastes, and reclamation of polluted
i mpoundnents. Six additional sites (1,603 acres) have been identified that contribute
acid mne drainage to the stream Reclamation of two of those areas, the Upper Cedar
Creek (1,004 acres) and Manacl e Creek (207 acres), are now underway. Reclamation will
focus on reduction of acid runoff, soil erosion, and flooding in the Cedar Creek

Wat er shed above Interstrate 70.

Acid pollution fromold mne sites has tainted the creek’s water and its reputation,
seriously degrading the aesthetic and recreational value of Cedar Creek. Follow ng the
conpol etion of the reclamation of the pollution sources, it is hoped that the water
quality can be returned to nornal.

Personnel with the Mssouri Department of Conservation rel eased 3,000 snal |l nouth bass
into the mid- and | ower sections of Cedar Creek during Septenber, 1986. Full fisheries
production is not expected until the cleanup of the nmne areas is conpleted. The upper
sectio o fthe creek cannot support food for fish at present. Channel catfish and

| argenout h bass popul ations are nornmal south of Rutherford Bridge (Mle Post 12), and
recei ve consi derable fishing pressure.

Hydrol ogy — Cedar Creek is 44.4 nmles long fromheadwaters to nouth, running a southly
direction with a total drop in relief of 300 feet, or a drop per mle of approxinately
6.7 feet. It has a nean velocity of 1/3-foot per second with a traversal tine of

approxi mately 80 days. The streamvalley is narrow, and Cedar Creek drains approximately
200 square nmiles, an average of 5 square mles of watershed for each linear mle of
stream

Locati on — Cedar Creek is located in the mddle of the rapidly growi ng area of Col unbi a,
Fulton, and Jefferson Gty. It is a two-hour drive fromSt. Louis and Kansas City.
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| N\VENTORY OF CEDAR CREEK CORRI DOR, BY M LE PGST
Note: Land ownership is private unless otherw se stated.

Mle Post 0 to 1 — Beginning at State H ghway WV Bri dge

- Cropland on west side of creek, pasture on east

A d outbuildings next to pasture

- Narrow strip of large trees along creek

- Confluence with Little Cedar Creek

Veners Ford — traditional crossing, not accessible to the public

MP 1lto 2
- COropland on west, pasture on east
- Narrow strip of large trees along creek

MP 2 to 3

- Traditional ford — not accessible to the public

- Pastures on east and west

- Strip of large trees along creek

- House and barn 1/8 nmile to the east of creek

- Wllianms Brothers Pipeline crosses, banks cleared

MP 3to 4

- East side has scenic, steep bluffs

- Oreek nmakes horseshoe bend

- New house on steep bl uff overl ooking creek

- Hi gh Voltage powerline, ROWcleared on both banks

- Pastures on east and west

- Strip of large trees along creek

- Callaway County Road 351 runs parallel to creek on ridgetop
- Four houses on county road, within creek corridor

MP 4 to 5

- Traditional ford — not accessible to the public
- Od barn on east within corridor
- Large block of trees on west

MP 5 to 6

- dd barn on west side
- Pasture on west, cropland on east
- Several houses about Yinile away on Boone couty road

MP 6 to 7

- Confluence with OM Creek. OM Creek watershed has one abandoned m ne area that
contributes minimal anmounts of acid pollution to Cedar Creek. The area is the snall est
of those invertoried in the Cedar Creek Watershed, and is considered to be the | onest
priority for reclamation.

- Traditional ford — not accessible to the public

- Pasture on west

- Block of trees on east
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MP 7 to 8

Cr eek nmakes hor sehoe bend

Woded on west
Cropl and on east

MP 8 to 9

Hi storical MIIl Site Bluff on east

MIl Site Crossing — historical ford, not accessible to the public
Cropl and on west

Forested bl ock on east

House and out bui | di ngs on each side of creek within corridor

MP 9 to 10

Confluence with Mllers Creek. Mllers Creek watershed has five abandoned nmi ne areas.
Under normal conditions, with dilution and natural streamrecovery, the anmount of acid
mne drainage is small and results in little change in the water quality of Cedar

Cr eek.

Pasture on west with a section of streanbank trees cleared

Creek touches corner of National Forest SystemLand (NFSL) — old field

Wde sand bar

MP 10 to 11

Creek touches NFSL for Yamle on east side

Traditional ford — not accessible to the public

Pasture on west with a section of streanbank trees cl eared
Mostly forested on east

W de sand bar

MP 11 to 12

Steep bluffs on west

Forested on west

Mostly pasture on east

Johnson Cenetary within corridor on west side

Boone County road runs parallel to creek for Yanile
Two houses within corridor on west side

NFSL lies within corridor but not adjacent to creek

MP 12 to 13

Rut herford Bridge — not for vehicular traffic. Boy Scouts installed plands so that

hi kers using Cedar Creek Hiking Trail could use the old bridge to cross Cedar Creek.
County roads on each side deadend at the creek. Callaway County side is not

mai nt ai ned, Boone County side is.

NFSL within corridor, portions adjoin creek — forested and old fields

Low wat er crossing on private

Rugherford Cave — on private, opening approxi mately 20" high by 30" w de, depth
unknown, openi ng can be seen from creek

Private road within corridor

Cropl and on west, pasture on east

Strip of trees along creek
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MP 13 to 14

- Creek makes horseshoe bend

- Scenic rock bluffs

- Confluence with Smith Creek. Snmith Creek watershed has one abandoned m ne area that
contributes only minimal acid pollution to Cedar Creek. The mne area is in the nore
advanced stages of recovery from natural succession

- House and outbuildings in corridor on west side

- About Y2mle of Cedar Creek touches NFSL on the east — forested and old field

- COropland on west

MP 14 to 15

- A rock overhang and several scenic bluffs in this section of creek

- About %% mle touches NFSL on the east, NFSL within the corridor on the west
- dd fields in flat bottom and, forested sl opes

MP 15 to 16

- Creek makes | ong, narrow horseshoe bend called the Devil’s Backbone

- Backbone itself is pastureland, with outbuildings

- Historical ford — not accessible to the public, colums fromold bridge still there
- Historical Duley MIIl Site on the Devil’'s Backbone

- East side of creek is forested

- Scenic rock bluffs

- NFSL within corridor but not adjacent to creek

MP 16 to 17
- First Y2mle still next to the Devil’'s Backbone
- Several scenic rock bluffs

MP 17 to 18

- Small rock bluffs
- Pasture on west

- Forested on east

MP 18 to 19

- Private road runs parallel to creek on west side

- House and outbuildings next to large | ake within corridor
- Pasture on west

- Forested on east side

MP 19 to 20

- Qutbuildings on both sides within corridor

- Pasture and wooded about equal on both sides

- About Yamle touches NFSL on west

- Tree evaluation area (cottonwood plantation) on NFSL
- High voltage powerline crosses creek — cleared RON

APPENDI X C G 12
*FP AMENDMVENT 1, 6/88*



MP 20 to 21

- About 7/8 mile of creek touches NFSL on west

- Five acres of private |land surrounded by NFSL within corridor includes house. Owner of
i nhol di ng has cl ai med ownership of the road across NFSL to his property. Road passes
hi s house and continues to the creek. Private Road signs have been posted on the road
and a Keep Qut sign at his property boundary.

- Od outbuildings on NFSL next to the private inholding

- Walnut plantation and another tree eval uation area (cottonwood pl antation) on NFSL

- High vol tage powerline crosses NFSL and creek

- Chi mey rock, on NFSL

- Pasture and forested on east

MP 21 to 22

- Mostly cropland on east and west

- State Hi ghway Y crosses creek with bridge

- House and out bui |l di ngs on west

- Boone County road takes off of Hw Y within corridor

MP 22 to 23

- Wde sandbars

- Cropland in bottomon west and east

- Smal |l section of University of Mssouri Ashland WIidlife Research Area within corridor

- House, outbuildings, and private road on east side

- NFSL in corridor but doesn't adjoin Cedar Creek. This NFSL is in the process of being
exchanged with the University of Mssouri to better consolidate ownership of NFSL and
the Ashland WIdlife Research Area.

MP 23 to 24

- House, outbuildings, and private road on west side

- Traditional ford — not accessible to public

- County Road 389 with bridge crosses creek

- Cedar Creek H king Trail uses bridge

- About Yamle lies next to NFSL, other NFSL within corridor but doesn't adjoin creek
- About Y2nmle lies adjacent to Ashland Wildlife Area

- Cropland on west side

- Strip of trees and pasturel and on east side

- Two nore houses and outbuildings within corridor

MP 24 to 25

- About Yamile next to Ashland WIldlife Research Area on west

- About 1/3 mile next to NFSL on west side — all forested, no public access. This
“helicopter” tract is in the process of being exchanged with the University of M ssour
to better consolidate ownership of NFSL and the Ashland Wldlife Area.

- Oreek makes small horseshoe bend

- Forested on west side

- East side is in cropland, parts are cleared to the creek

- Large sandbars

- Private road and outbuil di ngs on west
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MP 25 to 26

- Callaway County road runs within corridor
- House, outbuilding and private road

- Cropland on west, pasture on east

- Narrow strip of trees along creek

MP 26 to 27

- Confluence with Brushy and Fow er Creeks

- Bluegrass sod farmon east side

- West side forested, sonme patches of pasture

MP 27 to 28

- Yanmile of bluegrass sod field on east side

- COropland on west

- About Y2 mle touches NFSL on east side — special use hay field

- Narrow strip of large trees lines creek — sone trees have sloughed into water with
recent fl oodi ng

- REA powerline crosses NFSL and creek

- Zumnal t Bridge connects Boone and Cal |l away County roads. Bridge realignment has been
proposed by the counties. Design plans and DOT easenents are not yet finalized.

- Callaway County road parallels creek for 2mle. My be noved farther away from creek
as part of bridge realignnent project.

- House and out buil di ngs on west side

- Two houses with outbuildings on east side

- M. Zion Cenetary on east side

MP 28 to 29

- Pasture on west

- Pasture and cropl and on east

- Narrow strip of trees lines creek

- House, outbuildings, and private road in corridor

MP 29 to 29 % - Purchase Unit Boundary
- Oopland on east and west
- Block of forested | and on east
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M LEPCST CLASI FI CATI ON 1of 2
CEDAR CREEK
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M LEPOST CLASI FI CATI ON 2 of 2
CEDAR CREEK (cont.)
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InterimPotential Cassification — Cedar O eek

These determ nations are based on a review of that portion of the streamwithin the

exterior

boundari es of the Mark Twain National Forest an factors such as the anmount and

| ocation of ownerships, the quality of the streamand |and corridor, public use patterns,
carrying capacity, existing public access, existing service to the public, the presence

of ot her
Servi ce

state and federal agencies on the stream and the costs of establishing a Forest
“presence” on the stream and admi nistering the areas.

The determ nations were nade that:

1. The portion of the creek within the Mark Twai n Naitonal Forest should be
consi dered one segnent.

2. The best potential classification would be other than a National classification
This classification is based on the high frequency of road access, buildings and
the high inpact of agriculture. Only Mleposts 15 and 17 are free of such
impacts. Fifteen nmiles distributed throughout the 29 mles evaluated are
affected by all these inpacts. However, to avoid jeopardi zing consideration for
eventual classification, National Forest lands within the corridor will be
managed to neet at |east the Recreation category.
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Ri ver M| epost Study

COURTA S CREEK (18 mil es) Nati onal Forest Acres 1,081
Mles with NFSL — 1 side 2. 63
Mles with NFSL — 2 side 2.1

Free Flowing — There are no dans across Courtois Creek although there are | ow water
bridges at Brazil and at mle posts 5.1, 13.5 and 17.8. (See nap which foll ows).

Qut st andi ng Renar kabl e Val ues
The entire length of the streamis highly scenic.

Nat i onal Forest Devel oped Recreation Facilities: None

Nat i onal Forest D spersed Recreation Sites for canping, swinmng and fishing: Frommle
post 2.9 to 3.9 and at nile posts 8.4 and 16. 3.

No out st andi ng geol ogi cal sites.
There are prehistoric and historical cultural sites between mle post 2.0 and 15.0.

Accessibility — Public access is available at mile posts 2.7, 3.3, 7.4, 8.3 and 16. 3.
Public roads cross the Courtois Creek at Brazil and at mle posts 5.1, 7.6, 13.5 and
17.8. Lands outside the roadway are privately owned. Private roads reach the stream at
mle posts 1.2, 2.3, 3.6, 4.0, 5.3, 6.1, 6.4, 6.6, 7.4 to 8.3, 10.4, 11.3, 11.4, 12.2 to
12.6, 13.1, 13.6, 14.4, 14.6, 15.0 to 15.3, 16.6, 18.7, 18.9 and 19.0.

Devel opnents — There are no devel oped public access sites. Four conmercial canoe renta
facilities are |l ocated adjacent to the stream Bass Canoe Rental and Canpground at mle
post 7.6, Msty Valley Canoe Rental and Canpground at M| e post 13.5, Bass Canoe Renta
at mle post 17.7 and Courtois Canoe Rental at 17.8.

There are nunerous farns and honesites with associ ated buil di ngs al ong the stream from
Brazil to the Forest boundary.

Union El ectric Conpany has an overhead powerline that crosses the streamat mile post
6.6.

@ul f Refining Conpany has a pipeline that crosses the streamat nmile post 17.8. There
are several tel ephone and powerlines running to private buildings within the 2mle
corridor that do not cross the stream

There are fences along the entire stretch of the Courtois but only a few, if any, cross
it.

A smal |l section of the streamis rip-rapped at mle post 15.3. No wingwalls or sewage
outl ets are known.
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Land Use — National Forest Land: Current National Forest activities are limted to

di spersed recreation use, one range allotnment and wildlife habitat nanagenent. D spersed
recreation (i.e., canping, swimring and fishing) is heavy during sunmer nonths between
mle posts 2.5 and 3.9 and at nmile post 8.3. Mbdderate day use recreation is experienced
at mle post7.4.

Approxi mately 160 acres in the Berryman Cattle Al lotnent is |ocated along Courtois Creek
at mle post 7.7 to 8.3. The pernt is for 38 AUMs with such inprovenents as fences,
gates, wire gaps and ponds. A few openings are naintained for wildlife.

Private Land: The majority of private |and adjacent to the streamis used for farm ng,
W th numerous pastures, sone cultivated fields and nunmerous woodl ands. These | ands are
criss-crossed with fences and ot her associated i nprovenents. Al nost all private |ands

are posted “No Trespassing.”

There are four commercial canoe rental outlets along the streamat mile posts 7.6, 13.5,
17.7 and 17.8. These outlets provide rental services including some canpi ng and par ki ng
facilities.

Suitability for Public Recreation Use — The recreation opportunities for water rel ated
activities are nunerous. Water levels for streamfloating (i.e., tubes and canoes) are
adequat e during nost of the year with occasional high water in the Spring and | ow wat er
inthe late Sutmmer and Fall. The best water for floating is frommnile post 7.6 (H ghway
8) downstreamwi th good water for swimrng and fishing along the entire I ength from
Brazil to the Forest boundary.

Usable streamfor floating: 9.0 mles.
Usable streamfor swnming & fishing: 19.5 miles.

Water quality is generally excellent with nuddy conditions only after heavy storns.

The limted public frontage (only 4 miles) prevents many public recreation devel opnent
opportunities. A public boat |launch (i.e., parkng |ot and restroom could be devel oped
at mle post 7.5. This sane area is being sought by the commercial rental outlets as a
possi bl e stream access for their operations.

Vol ure of Recreation Use — Floating: Most use is frommle post 7.6 downstream Use is
very heavy on weekends, light to noderate on weekdays from Menorial Day to Labor Day.
Use is light during the Fall, Wnter and Spring. There are several comercial canoe
rental facitlities that use the stream heavily during the sunmer

Fishing: Use is along the entire streamfromBrazil to the Forest boundary. Use is
heavy on weekends, noderate on weekdays during the summer nonths. G gging is popul ar
from m d- Sept enber until January.

Canping: Canping is heavy throughout the sumrer in the few public sites available, mle
posts 2.5 to 3.9 and 8. 3.
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M LEPCST CLASSI FI CATI ON lof 1
COURTA S CREEK
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InterimPotential dassification — Courtois Creek

These determ nations are based on a review of that portion of the streamwithin the

exterior

boundari es of the Mark Twain National Forest and factors such as the anbunt and

| ocation of ownership, the quality of the streamand |and corridor, public use patterns,
carrying capacity, existing public access, existing service to the public, the presence

of ot her
Servi ce

state and federal agencies on the stream and the costs of establishing a Forest
“presence” on the stream and admi nistering the area.

The determ nations were nade that:

1

The portion of the creek within the Mark Twai n National Forest shoul d be
consi dered one segnent.

The best potential classification would be other than a National classification
This classification is based on the high frequency of road access, buildings and
the high inpact of agriculture. None of the 18 nmiles of this study area are free
of such inpacts and 10 mles, distributed throughout the Iength are affected by
all these inpacts. However, to avoid jeopardizing consideration for eventua
classification, National Forest lands within the corridor will be nmanaged to neet
at least the Recreation category.
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Ri ver M| epost Study

HUZZAH CREEK (28 mil es) Nati onal Forest Acres 622
Mles with NFSL — 1 side 1.68
Mles with NFSL — 2 side . 29

Free Flowing — There are no dans across Huzzah Oreek although there are | ow water bridges
at dillard and at mle posts 4.6, 7.2, 10.1, 12.4 (washed out), 17.8 and 19.1. (See nap
whi ch fol |l ows).

Qut st andi ng Remar kabl e Val ues — The entire length of the streamis highly scenic.

Nat i onal Forest Devel oped Recreation Facilities: Red Bluff Canpground and Picnic Site
(mle post 8.9 to 9.7) 335 PAOT s.

National Forest Dispersed Recreation Sites for canping, swinmng and fishing: frommle
post 7.6 to 8.8, no outstandi ng geol ogi cal sites.

There are prehistoric and historical sites between nmle post 0.0 and 28.

Accessibility — Public access is available at mle post 8.9 to 9.7. Public roadways
cross Huzzah Creek at Dillard and at mile posts 4.7, 7.2, 10.1, 12.4, 17.8, 19.1 and
24.8. Lands outside these roadways are privately owned. Private roads reach the stream
at mle post 2.7, 2.9 to 3.4, 6.3, 10.1 to 10.4, 11.0, 11.7, 12.6, 13.3, 14.1, 15.7,
16.3, 19.9, 20.3, 20.7, 21.2, 21.4, 22.0, 22.6, 22.7, 23.2, 23.4, 24.8, 25.3, 25.9, 26.3
and 28.9.

Devel opnents — Red Bl uff Canpground is the only devel oped public access point.

Four commercial facilities are |ocated adjacent to the stream Dillard canpground at
Dillard, Pole Bridge Canpground at mle post 6.8, Huzzah Canoe Rental and Canpground at
mle post 19.1 and Huzzah Vall ey Canoe Rental and Canpground at nile post 24.8.

There are nunberous farnms and honmesites with associated buil dings al ong the streamfrom
dillard to the Forest boundary.

The St. Louis-San Franci sco Railroad crosses the streamat mle post 12.4.

Union El ectric Conpany has an overhead powerline that crosses the streamat mile post
18. 9.

@l f Refining Conpany has a pipeline that crosses the streamat mle post 25.0. There
are several tel ephone and powerlines running to private buildings within the % mle
corridor that do not cross the stream

There are fences along the entire stretch of the Huzzah but only a few, if any, cross it.

No rip-rap, wing walls or sewage outlets are known.
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Land Use

National Forest Land: National Forest activities are limted to recreation use. Red
Bl uff Canmpground is open from May through Septenber. Sone di spersed recreation use is
recorded between mle posts 7.6 and 8.9.

Private Land: The majority of private | and adjacent to the streamis used for farmng,

wi th numerous pastures, sonme cultivated fields and numerous wood | ands. These |ands are
criss-crossed with fences and other associated i nprovenents. Most private |ands are
posted “No Trespassing.” There are two comercial canoe rental outlets at mile post 19.1
and 24.8. These outlets provide rental services including canpi ng and parKking
facilities.

Eagl e Hurst Resort at mile post 18.4 provides rental services as well as | odging
facilities.

There are two canpground and parking facilities, one at Dillard and one at mile post
6. 8.

Suitability for Public Recreation Use — The recreation opportunities for water rel ated
activities are nunmerous. Water levels for streamfloating (i.e., tubes and canoes) are
adequat e during nost of the year with occasional high water in the Spring and | ow wat er
inthe late Sutmmer and Fall. The best water for floating is frommle post 19.1 (Brickey
Sl ab) downstreamwith good water for swinming and fishing along the entire Iength from
Dillard to the Forest boundary.

Usable streamfor floating: 9.3 mles
Usable streamfor swinmmng and fishing: 28.4 nmiles

Water quality is generally excellent with nuddy conditions only after heavy storns.

The Iimted public frontage (only 2 mles) prevents many public recreation devel opnent
opportunities. Red Bluff Canpground occupies the only accessible public streamfrontage.
No National Forest land fronts the streamin the stretch where floating is the best.

Vol ume of Recreation Use

Floating: Mst use is frommle post 19.1 downstream Use is very heavy on weekends,
light to noderate on weekdays from Menorial Day to Labor Day. Use is |light during the
Fall, Wnter and Spring. There are several comercial canoe rental facilities that use
the stream heavily during the sumer.

Fishing: Use is along the entire streamfromDbDillard to the Forest boundary. Use is
heavy on weekends, noderate on weekdays during the Summer nonths. G gging is popul ar
from m d- Sept enber until January.

Canpi ng: Canping use is heavy on private and national Forest |and throughout the Summer.
Red Bl uf f Canpground recei ves approxi mately 35,000 RVD annual ly.
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M LEPCST CLASSI FI CATI ON 2 of 2
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InterimPotential Cassificatin — Huzzah O eek

These determ nations are based on a review of that portion of the streamwithin the

exterior

boundari es of the Mark Twain National Forest and factors such as the anbunt and

| ocation of ownership, the quality of the streamand |and corridor, public use patterns,
carrying capacity, existing public access, existing service to the public, the presence

of ot her
Servi ce

state and federal agencies on the stream and the costs of establishing a Forest
“presence” on the stream and admi nistering the area.

The determ nations were nade that:

1. The portion of the creek within the Mark Twai n National Forest should be
consi dered one segnent.

2. The best potential classification would be other than a National classification
This classification is based on the high frequency of road access, buildings and
the high inpact of agriculture. No mile section of this — 25 nmile river corridor
is free of such inpacts. Eighteen miles, distributed throughout the corridor are
affected by all these inpacts. However, to avoid jeopardi zing consideration for
eventual classification, National Forest lands within the corridor will be
managed to neet at |east the Recreation category.

See map on page 22.
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Ri ver M| epost Study

NORTH FORK OF WHI TE RI VER (30 nil es) Nati onal Forest Acres 3, 387
Mles with NFSL — 1 side 2.59
Mles with NFSL — 2 side 10. 3

N

Overall Situation: River is free-flow ng throughout the district boundary. Between the
southern District boundary and Norfork Lake there is a 4 foot damat Dawt MIIl. Low
wat er crossings require floaters to carry their canoes over the sl ab.

Water quality is generally good. Water clarity is high, except during high flow periods.
Fi | ament ous al gae is abundant in slow noving pools near the upper end during very | ow
flows, but does not degrade water quality. Except during periods of stormwater runoff,
bacterial water quality is acceptable for whol e-body-contact recreation

A majority of the river corridor is privately owed and nost of it is devel oped. Most of
the devel opnent is farns and rel ated residences. Access to the river is high, but nuch
of it is privately owned. Public access is restricted to access across federal |and,

al 9ong state or county roads, at state accesses (1 within the district boundary), and at
private canpgrounds and boat | aunches operated by canoe outfitters.

ASSESSMENT: Rl VER M LEAGE PROCEEDS FROM NORTHERN DI STRI CT BOUNDARY DOANSTREAM

RIVER MLE 0-1

Omership is 75% private, 25% federal

County road parallels river within 1/8-1/4 mle on east side

Nurer ous private accesses to river.

100% of private bottom and is cleared; sone is planted to crops — the remai nder is
hayl and and pasture.

Farm and resi dence on east side of river.

Most private | and posted.

Private river banks denuded, sone nodification of banks from grazing and notor vehicle
use.

Low public redcreation use. R ver unfloatable except during flood stages.

Wat er cl ear except during high flows.

Federal land is forested with oak-hickory. Land is roaded. Evidence of old tinber sale
on ridget op.

RIVER MLE 1-2

Omership is 85% private, remainder is federally owned

Gravel road (access to farns) parallels and crosses the river throughout nost of this
segnment .

Nunberous private access roads to river.
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60% of private bottonmand and | ow terraces are cleared and planted to crops or hayl and.
The remai nder is sparsely forested pasture

3 residences (farns) on east side of river.

Evi dence of past tinber sales on private |and.

Private river banks nostly denuded, although better than nile 0-1, sone nodification of
banks by cattle and vehicles.

Low public recreation use. River only floatable during flood state. Mich of |and owned
by cattle conpany hostile to public use; land is posted.

Water is clear except for sedinment during high flows. Federal |and occurs on ridge top
and is forested with oak-hickory and pine. Land is very steep and unroaded.

G easy Creek enters the North Fork at this river segnent.

RIVER M LE 2-3

Omership is 98% private. About 10 acres of federal land lies within Yanmle of the river
on the east side.

Area is highly roaded with farm access roads. Land is nearly 100%cleared and is in
cropl and or hayland. Gak, hickory and pine cover federal |and and very steep sl opes
al ong the river meanders.

There are no residences along this stretch of river. Land is owed by a |arge cattle
conpany which is hostile to public use.

Ri ver banks are nostly denuded. Evidence of gravel renoval and nunberous vehicle access
points to river.

Public use is low. Mst of land is posted and river flowis |ow nost of year

Water quality varies. During high water flows suspended sedinent is high. darity is
good renai nder of the year.

RIVER M LE 3-4

Land is 100% private ownership. There are numerous private access roads in this river
segnent. State Hi ghway 76 is the southern boundary of the segnent. Hi ghway 76, a 2 | ane
paved road, crosses the river via a 6 foot high concrete bridge. A utility Iine crosses
the river at the highway.

Except for very steep land facing the river on the west side, the |and has been cl eared
and planted to pasture or cropland. Side hills have been recently cleared with

bul | dozers. There has been substantial channelization of both the river and side
tributarie. In addition to channelization, river banks are denuded, and there is

evi dence of gravel renoval. Banks at bridge have been riprapped. There are two pools
within this segnent

Land is owned by large cattle conpany which is hostile to public use. There are two
resi dences al ong Hi ghway 76. Land is posted.

Low public recreation use due to |ow water |levels and hostile ownership. Wter clear
except during high flows.
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RIVER M LE 4-5

Ownership is 100% private. State Hi ghway 76 parallels the river within Yamle of the
stream A one |lane gravel county road crosses the river via a cenent slab in the center
of this stretch. There are nunerous private vehicle accesses.

100% of the bottomand is cleared. Mst is planted to crops; one parcel is pasture.
There are two residences al ong H ghway 76 and at |east two residences (farns) south of
the river and within the river zone.

The river is heavily channelized and banks are denuded. Very steep slopes at river bends
are wooded. A substantial anmount of the river is in shallow pools. There are comerci al
gravel pits within this river segnent.

Landowner is the large cattle conmpany nentioned previously. Despite the hostile

| andowners, a snmall nunber of people |aunch canoes fromthe concrete slab on the county
road. This can only occur during high water periods as flowis too |ow the rest of the
year. This sets the stage for confrontation as there is no place to park except on
private | and.

Water quality is simlar to upstream
M LE 5-6

Wth exception of 20 acrea of federal land |ocated on a ridgetop in the NWportion of the
segnent, 100% of the land is privately owned.

Federal |and has a m xture of oak-hickory forest and native warm season grass pasture.
The private land has m xture of cropland and pasture, with about 1/3 of it in oak-hickory
and pine forest. Forested areas on private land are |located on very steep sidehills with
rock outcrops and bl uffs.

The river in this segnent appears not to be channelized. About 1/3 of the river bank has
tree cover. Gavel bars show heavy vehicl e use.

There are nunerous private accesses to the river. One gravel road fords the river in the
south end of this stretch. There are at least 2 farns and residences within the river
zone. Bittick Cenetery is located on the east side of this stretch of river.

Publlic use is low due to low water flows and ownership pattern. Wter quality as
descri bed for upstream portions.

M LE 6-7

Except for a 20 acre federal tract in the SE end of the segnent, land is privately owned.
Federal land is very steep, unroaded, and forested wi th oak-hickory.

Segnent consists of 2 very sharp nmeanders. Access is via 2 gravel roads to private
farmand in the bottom About 30%of the river corridor is very steep and i naccessabl e.
This land has bluffs and is forested with oak-hickory and pine.
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There is one residence (farn) within the Yanmle river zone. Mst of the bottomand is
accessable and is a mxture of cropland, hayland, and pasture.

Miuch of the river bank is bare, with a nunber of gravel bars evident. The north neander
has a pool, the renmainder of the stretch is riffle. Banks are disturbed by cattle and
vehi cl e use

Ri ver is unfloatable except during high water periods. Public recreation use |ow due to
low water levels and | and ownership. Wter quality as previously described.

MLE 7-8

Omership is 80%federal, 20% private. There are bluffs, deep pools and gravel bars
within this stretch of river.

River is accessable via a Forest Service access road on the east side and a private
access road on the west. Both roads are single | ane gravel.

Approxi mately 50% of the segnent is forested with oak-hickory. There are a nunber of
cedar and pine stands on the east side. Forested areas include steep bluffs facing the
river.

Along with forested areas, the federal |and has portions of two Forest Service grazing
allotments. The allotnents have native warm season grass and cool season pasture, wooded
stands, glade and shrublands. Very little of the allotnments can be seen fromthe river
due to terrain.

Private | and has hayl and and pasture, along with a little forested | and.

The river bank is nostly forested and undi sturbed in this segnent. Exception is a snal
portion of the private river bank

Public recreation use is noderate, primarily for fishing, hunting, and trapping. River
banks are not conducive to | aunching canoes and flow too | ow nost of the year for good
canoei ng.

Water quality problenms are suspended sedi ment during high flow and bacteria and al gae
during low flow \Water is clear nost of tine.

MLE 8-9

Ownership is private, except for 40 acrea of federal land in north portion of the river
segment. This segnent includes the old town of Topaz, and old grist mll, a working
handl e factory (water powered), associated m Il pond, Topaz Spring, and 4 residences
within the river zone.

A county road crosses the river at Topaz via a 4 foot high concrete bridge. The county
roads al so travels along the river bottombefore crossing at the bridge. There is s
snmal |l private picnic area between the road and the river. A utility Iine parallels the
river at Topaz.

Private | ands are predom nately pasture and hayl and; about 1/3 is forested, nostly on
very steep, bluffly slopes along the river.
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Federal land is forested with oak-hickory and pine. A small portion of a Forest Service
all otnment occurs on the ridgetop west of the river and is barely within the Yanile zone.
This field can’'t be seen fromthe river.

Ri ver banks are forested and undi sturbed, except for the portion i mediately at Topaz.
Banks are riprapped at the county bridge at mll sites. Al so rockwork at mll pond
spi | I way.

Downstream from Topaz, the river character changes. The flow from Topas Spring increases
the river level enough to start a pool-riffle system Upstram the character is nostly
riffle with isol ated pool s.

Despite increased fl ow, canoeing can only be done at high water periods. The bridge at
Topaz is occasionally used as a launch point. The Iand surrounding the bridge is
privately owned so perm ssion nmust be obtained before parking cars. Canoeing use of this
stretch is low ans fishing use is lowto noderate. Trapping is noderate to high
Limtations are |ow water |evels and access.

Water quality problenms continue to be sedinent during the high flows. Due to increased
flow of cool water from Topaz Springs and other factors, algae is |ess abundant than
upstream during | ow water peri ods.

M LE 9-10
Omership is 100% private except for 40 acres at west end of the river segnent.
Federal land is forested with pine and a small anmount of oak-hickory.

Private land is 30-40% forested, mainly on the steep, bluffly sideslopes along the river.
Ri ver bottom and ridgetops are in crops, hayland and pasture. There are 5 residences
within the river zone. There are nany private access roads to the river. 2/3 of the
river bank has tree cover, the rest is denuded. Banks are inpacted by both vehicles and
cattle — especially noticeable at gravel bars.

Recreation use is low for fishing and canoeing, noderate to high for trapping.
Limtations are |low water levels and | ack of access.

Water quality is simlar to Topaz segnent.
MLE 10-11
Ownership: 20 acres of federal land at SWend of segnent, renainder is privately owned.

Federal land is | ocated on sideslope and is very steep and bluffy. Federal land is
covered w th oak-hickory and pine.

Private land is 70% forested, 20% pasture, and 10%cropland. North of difty Creek
river banks are wooded and undi sturbed. South of difty Creek, the land is cropland and
there is vehicle traffic to the river. There are a nunber of gravel access roads to the
private land. There are no residences.
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Recreation use is low for floating and fishing, noderate to high for trapping.
Limtations are low water levels and | ack of public access.

Water quality is similar to Topaz segnent.
MLE 11-12

Ownership: 60 acres of federal land is |ocated on steep, bluffy slopes in the SWend of
this river segnent. The renainder of the area is privately owned.

Private land is 60-70%in haytland and pasture. The renmainder is forested in oak-pine.
There is one residence. Most river banks are bare and inpacted by cattle.

A gravel county raod crosses the river via a cenent slab at the downstreamend of this
stretch of river. Gavel has been renoved at the bridge

The | andowner is hostile to public use and I and is posted.

Recreation use is low for floating and noderate for fishing, noderate to high for
trapping. Limtations are access and | ow water |evels.

Water quality is simlar to Topaz section
MLE 12-13
Ownership: 85%federal and 15% private | and.

Private land is I coated in river bottomon north side of river. Private land is dairy
farmwith cropland and pasture. There are two residences. Landowners are hostile to
public use and | and is posted.

Federal land is 30% forested with oak-hickory and pine. The remaining 70%is a grazing
allotment with a m xture of native warm season grass and cool season pasture, forested
areas, savannahs and shrubland. Mjority of the allotnent is out of sight fromthe
river.

Ri ver banks are forested, with only m nor disturbances fromrecreation users.

Indian Creek enters the North Fork in the river segnent. The deep hole at the confl uence
is on federal land and is a popular sw nmng spot. Indian Ceek increases the vol une of
flow, and Gsborne Crossing, the southern boundary of this segnent, is aput-in spot for
canoeists. Only one river bank is federal land at the crossing, so parking is very
limted. Floating use is lowto noderate during high water levels. Sumer |evels are
too lowto float. The area al so receives high recreation use for hunting and fi shing,
and noderate to high for trapping. Limtations are | ow sunmer water |evels.

Access: a gravel county road parallels the river on the west side and crosses the river
via a cenent slab at the southern boundary of the segnment. There is one | ow standard
Forest Service and one | ow standard private access on either side of the river. These
roads are at the edge of the ¥nile zone. A wutility lin3e follows the county roads.
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Water quality is simlar to the Topaz segnment. Water is clear except during high flow
periods. Osborne Crossing is a gravel deposition area. Algae is not a najor problem
fromthis point downstream

MLE 13-14
Onnershi p:  40% federal and 60% private

Private land is located in river bottomand on east and north side of river. Private
| and consists of dairy farmand 2 residences. Land is nostely cropland and pasture.
Landowner is very hostile towards public use and |land is posted.

Federal land is located osuth and west side of river and is forested with oak-hickory and
pi ne pl antations.

Ri ver banks are wooded and undi st urbed except for about 1/5 mile on the private |and.
Cattle inpacts are evident in this 1/5 mle section

Access: County roads parallel river on east and north sides and crosses the river via a
cenent slab at the northern boundry of this river segnment. There is a Forest Service
road on top of the ridge in the NWportion of this segnent. A utility line crosses the
river at the east end of this segnent and follows the county road.

Recreation use: Gshorne Grossing is used as a put-in point during high water periods.
One-hal f of crossing is owned by hostile | andowner so parking is limted. Floating use
is lownoderate. Use by fishernen is noderate and trapping is noderate to high
Limtations are access and | ow sunmer water |evels.

Water quality is simlar to Gsborne Crossing segnent.
M LE 14-15
Ownership: 60% federal and 40% private | and.

Private land is | ocated on east side of river and has one residence and two snal
hayfields on the sideslope. Mijority of the private land is forested w th oak-hickory.

Federal land is wooded with oak-hickory and pine except for a native warm season grass
field in southern end of the river segnent. The field is hayed occasionally to maintain
open character. Th8is field is at the Wake Cabin site. The cabin has been destroyed,
but the foundations, fireplace, and interpretive sign remain.

Ri ver banks are wooded and undi sturbed. River has pools and bluffs in this segnent.

Access: a gravel county road crosses the river via a cenent slab near the Wake Cabin
site. Two |ow standard access roads occur at the Wake Cabin site; one provides access to
Forest Service land, the other is a trespass across federal |and and goes to adjacent
private land. A utility line parallels and crosses the river in the southern section of
this segnent.
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Recreation use: The federal |and at the Wake Cabin site is popular for canping, hunting
and fishing. Use is noderate for these activities. Canoeists use the road crossing to
| aunch canoes. Floating use is noderate. Mderate to high Ievels of trapping occur in
this stretch. Limtations are |lack of access (only access is at downstream end of
segnent) and | ow sunmer water |evels.

Water quality is simlar to Gsborne Crossing segnent.

M LE 15-16

Onnership: 85%private and 15% f ederal | and.

Federal land is mxture of woodl and and fields associated with Wake Cabin site at north
end of this river segnent. Field is planted to Reed Canarygrass and i s hayed
occasionally. Federal |and also has rock bluff and a spring.

40% of the private |and i s oak-hickory and pine stands on the sidehills; remnainder is
cropl and, hayland and pasture in the bottomon the west side of the river and on the
ridgetops. There are 5 residences in this segnent. Major |andowner is hostile to public
use and land is posted. The sideslope on the east is very steep, wooded, and has bl uffs.
Fiddl e Springs enters the North Fork fromthe east.

Access: a gravel county road parallels the river for the north 1/3 of this segnent.
There is a | ow standard Forest Service access road for 300 yards to the fields in the
northern end of the segnent. There are nunmerous private access roads to the river on both
sides. A wutility line parallels and crosses river at the north end.

Ri ver banks are wooded, but show varyi ng degrees of disturbance. On private |and,

i npacts are fromboth vehicles and cattle. On federal |and, ther have been sone inpacts
fromtrespassing cattle.

Recreation use is noderate for fishing, lowto noderate for canoeing, noderate to high
for trapping. Limataitons are | ow sunmer water |evels and access.

Water quality simlar to Gsborne Crossing segnent.
MLE 16-17
Onnership: 95% private and 5% federal |and.

Federal land is located on slideslope is SWend of segnent. Federal land is forested
wi t h oak-hickory. A private access road passes through the federal | and.

Private land is cropland, hayl and, and pasture on bottom and and ri dget ops, oak-hi ckory
and pine on the steep side slopes. 75% of the private land is non-forested. There is
one residence.

Access: There are nunberous private accesses through and to the private | and.

Ri ver banks are wooded but disturbed by vehicles and cattle.
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Recreation use is noderate for fishing, lowto noderate for canoeing, noderate to high
for traping. Limtations are |ow summer water |evels and access.

Water quality simlar to Gsborne Crossing segnent.
MLE 17-18
Ownership: 25%private, 25% State of M ssouri, 50% federal

Private land is hayland and cropland in river bottomand on sidehill on east side of
river. About 50% of private land is open. The remaining private land is forested with
oak- hi ckory and pine. There is one residence within Yanmile of the river. There are
several |ow standard access roads to the private land in the bottom

State land is |located at the southern boundary of this river segnent. State land is
forested with botton and hardwoods and has a oat |aunch and picnic area. State Hi ghway
AA turns into a gravel county road at this |ocation and crosses the river via a 20 foot
hi gh steel bridge.

Federal land is forested with oak-pine and has sone pine plantations on the ridgetops.
There is a probable trespass from adj acent private | andowner in the river bottom Land
has been cleared and is in hayl and.

This stretch of river has sonme very deep pools (20 feet +), interesting underwater rock
formati ons, and bl uffs.

Ri ver banks are wooded and undi sturbed. There is riprap at the bridge.

Recreation use is noderate to high for fishing, trapping, and | ow to noderate for
canoei ng, noderate to high for swimmng and picnicing. The state access is used as a
put-in point for canoeists nost of the year, but use is received downstream
Limtations: |ow sunmer water |evels and access.

Water quality simlar to Gsborne Crossing segnent.

M LE 18-19

Onnership: 80% private and 20% f ederal | and.

Federal land is forested with oak-pine and is |coated on a ridgetop west of the river.
Private land is 60%cleared and planted to cropland, hayland, and pasture in the
bottom and. Sidehills are forested with oak-hickory and pine. There are two residences.

Land is posted.

Ri ver banks are nostly wooded; there is sonme disturbance fromcattle and vehicles. R ver
has several deep pools and a nunber of |arge gravel bars.

Access: A gravel county road parallels the river on the west side. Private access roads
parallel the river on the east side and there are numerous private river accesses.
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Recreation use is noderate to high for canoeing, sw mrng, picnicing. Fishing is

noderate to high and trapping is low to noderate. Limtations are |ow sunmer water
levels and limted access. The Hebron state access site is used as a canoe |aunch nost
of the year. Over 90% of existing public recreational use takes place from Hebron on

downstr eam

M LE 19-20

Onnership: 70% private and 30% f ederal | and.

On the east side of the river, federal land is steep sidehill and bluffs facing the river
and is wooded with oak-hickory. On the west side, federal land is located on the ridge
top and i s wooded with oak- pi ne.

Private land has 60% in crops, hayland or pasture-located in the river bottom The
sidehills have oak-pine forest. There is one residence. Land is posted. Hebr on
Cenetery is located within the river zone on the east side.

Ri ver banks are about 50% denuded, with evidence of disturbance by vehicles and cattle.

Access: There are nunerous private river accesses. One forest Service road is |ocated
on the ridgetop west of the river.

Recreation use is noderate for fishing, noderate to high for canoeing and | ow to noderate
for trapping. Limtations are | ow summer water |evels and access.

Water quality is simlar to Gsborne Crossing segnent.
M LE 20-21
Ownership: 85% private and 15% federal |and.

Federal land is located in the SWend of the river segnent and is west of the river. It
consi sts of very steep, bluffy sideslopes which are forested i n oak-pi ne.

Private land is 50% open and 50% wooded. penland is located in river bottom and on
ri dget ops. It is cropland, hayland and pasture. The steep side slopes are forested
wi thn oak-pine. There is an unnaned cenetery |located on the east side of the river.

80% of the river bank is forested and 20% is denuded. There is substantial disturbance
fromcattle and vehicles. There is a possible gravel renoval within the river zone.

Access: There are a nunber of private river access roads.

Recreation use is noderte for fishing, noderate to high for canoeing, |low to noderate for
trapping. Limtations are | ow summer water |evels and access.

Water quality simlar to Gsborne Crossing segnent.
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M LE 21-22
Ownership:  90% private and 10% federal |and.
Federal land is | ocated west of the river on the ridgetop and forested oak-pi ne.

60% of the private land is crops, hayland and pasture. This openland is |coated on
bottonm ands and ridgetopos. The sidehills are forested oak-pine. There are 3
resi dences.

Ri ver banks are 2/3 forested, 1/3 denuded and have substantial disturbance by cattle and
vehicles. There nmay be sone past channelization

Access: There are many private accesses to the river. A county road and powerline
passes through the federal |land on the ridgetop west of the river. A powerline crosses
the river at thesouthern end of this river segment.

Recreation use is noderate for fishing, noderate to high for canoeing, and low to
noderate for trapping. Linmtations are | ow sunmer water |evels and access.

Water quality is simlar to Gsborne Crossing segnent.
M LE 22-23
Onnership: 95% private and 5% federal |and.

Federal land is located on the ridgetop in the SWportion of the river segnent. Land is
forested w th oak-pine.

Private land is 60% forested with oak-pine. The 40%that is cleared includes a store,
canoe rental, private canpground and canoe | aunch. There is also farmand in the river
bottom and one | ow terrace east of the river. There are 9 residences within the river
zone. Cudworth Cenetery is also within the river zone. Sidehills are forested and very
steep, with bluffs. Floaters nay see eagles along bluffs during the winter fromthis
poi nt downstream The confluence of Spring Creek, Tabor Creek, and thr North Fork occurs
in the center of this segnent.

80% of the river bank is forested and undi sturbed, the renai nder is disturbed by
recreation use, vehicles or cattle. Banks are riprapped at the bridge at Twin Bridges.

Access: State H ghways 14 and 181 intersect on the east side at Twi n Bridges, Hi ghway 14
then crosses the river via a high (50 foot+) concrete bridge. A state picnhic area is
located at the intersection of 181 and 14. County roads parallel the river on both sides
of the river. There are nunerous access roads to the river on private land. A power
line crosses the river near Twi n Bridges.

Recreation use is high for canoeing, fishing, canping, sw nmmng, [ow for trapping.
Limtations are low water levels in the sumer.

Water quality is simlar to Gsborne Crossing segnent.
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M LE 24-25
Ownership: 100% f ederal | and.

Land is forested with oak-hickory and pine. There are 3 snmall openi ngs sevel oped for
wildlife habitat |ocated on the ridgetops to the east. These openi ngs have shrub-native
war m season grass vegetation. This stretch has deep pools, bluffs, overhangs, and caves.

Ri ver banks are forested and undi sturbed except for recreation use around gravel bars.

One | ow standard Forest Service road goes to the river at the NWend of this river
segnent. Another |ow standard Forest Service road goes to the ridgetop above Bat Cave on
t he east side.

Recreation use is high for swi mrng, hiking, canoeing, and fishing. Limtations are | ow
sunmer water |evels.

Water quality is simlar to Gsborne Crossing segnent, except that increased flow due to
Spring Creek and Tabor Creek di scharge.

M LE 25-26
Onnershi p:  100% f ederal | and.

Land is forested with oak-hickory with sone pine stands. Gavel bars, pools, bluffs, and
Hammond M 11 site are found in this stretch.

Ri ver banks are forested except for two snmall openings (remants of original
honmesteading) in the river bottom These are used heavily by canoe canpers. There is

di sturbance fromvehicles and recreation use along the river. The river bank is riprapped
at the Hi ghway CC bri dge.

Access: There are two | ow standard user-established roads to the river. These roads are
schedul ed to be closed under the Forest Plan. South boundary of this segnent is the

| arge steel and concrete bridge where State H ghway CC crosses the North Fork. A power
line crosses the river Yamle upstreamfromthe H ghway CC bridge.

Recreation use is high for canping, sw mrng, canoeing, hunting, fishing, |ow noderate
for trapping. Limtations are access and | ow water |evels sone years.

Water quality as described for the Bat Cave segnent.

M LE 26-27

Onnershi p:  100% f ederal | and.

Land is forested with oak-history and sonme pine. This area has North Fork Recreation
Area with a 20 unit canpground, picnic area, boat |aunch, R dgerunner Trail head, Bl ue

Spring Trail. The Devil’s Backbone W/ derness surrounds the recreation area. Al so
within the area are remmants of old | oggi ng and wagon roads, sawn || sites, honestead
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farns, and a portion of old H ghway CC — left after the bridge was relocated. This
segnment al so contains Blue Spring, which discharges 7,000,000 gallons per day.

The river bank is forested, but disturbed by recreation use and fl oodi ng.
Recreation use is very high for canoeing, swi nmmng, canping, and picnicing. It is high

for hiking, fishing and hunting and low to noderate for trapping. The North Fork
Recreation Area is the najor upstream | aunch point during sunmer |ow water |evels.

Water quality is simlar to Bat Cave segnent except that water tenperature decreases
slightly downstream from Bl ue Springs.

M LE 27-28
Ownership: 95%federal and 5% private | and.

Private | and occurs at the Rainbow Springs property. Private land is forested with
bot t om and har dwoods.

Federal land is the Devil’'s Backbone Wl derness. Land is 100% forested w th oak-hickory
and bottom and hardwoods, w th oak-pine and pine plantation near ridge tops. Land has
bl uffs, overhangs pools, gravel bars. MGarr R dge is on the east and Crooked Branch
enters the river fromthe east.

Ri ver banks are forested, but sone areas have consi derabl e di sturbance from canpi ng and
canoe use. There are remants of ol d wagon roads along the river bottom

Recreation use is very hgi h for canping, sw nmng, canoeing, pot snoking, sex, etc. Use
is high for fishing and hunting.

Water quality is sane as Bat Cave segnent.

M LE 28-29

Ownership: 95%federal and 5% private | and.

Federal land is located in the northern part of the river segnment and is the Devil’s
Backbone W/l derness. Land is forested with oak-pine. North Fork Spring enters from the
east. There are remmants of old | oggi ng and wagon roads along the river.

Private land is 50%cl eared-mainly in | odge, dellings, hayland and grounds associ ated

wi th the Rai nbow Springs property. Spring is owned by private trout club which is
hostile to public use. Land is posted. At least 3 residences on the property.

Rai nbow Spri ngs di scharges 137, 000, 000 gal | ons per day; spring enters fromthe west. The

wat er tenperature drops nmarkedly downstreamfromthe springs. Brown and Rai nbow trout
are found downstream fromthe springs and sought avidly.
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Access: There is aboundant access within the Rai nbow property but it is restricted to
menbers only. A utility line to the property enters the river zone fromthe west.

Recreation use is high for canoeing and fishing, |ow for everything else. Landowner
actively discourages any other activity. Canoeing and fishing are protected under
navi gatable streamlaws. Limtations are access, and ownership.

Water quality is good except for sedi nent during high water periods. Wter tenperatures
are cold enough and flow sufficient to limt algae fornation.

M LE 29-30

Omnnership: 80% private, 20% federal.

Federal land is | ocated on ridgetop west of river and has stands of oak-pine and pine.

Rai nbow Springs owns the private land. Land is 60% cl eared and incl udes hayl and and
pasture and an airstrip. Steep sideslopes are forested with oak-pine. Landowner hostile
to public use, land is posted and activities di scouraged.

Ri ver bnaks are 70% wooded, inpacts from vehicl e use.

Access: Private access roads parallel river on west side. There is a ford across river
just north of the airport.

Recreation use is high for canoeing and fishing, low for everything else. Limtations:
access, hostile | andowner.

Water quality is simlar to Rai nbow Springs segnent.

M LE 30-30.5

Ownership: 95% private and 5% f ederal |and.

Federal | and | ocated on ridgetop west of river and is covered with oak-pine forest.
Private land is 40%cleared. Ceared land is hayland and cropland in river bottom
Si desl opes are forested with oak-pine. There is an unnamed cenetery within the river

zone on west side of the river.

Ri ver bank is 100% wooded, but heavily roaded and inpacted by vehicles. There is also a
gravel road on the west side of the river.

Recreation use is high for floating and fishing, low for other activities. Linitations
are access, ownership.

Water quality is simlar to Rai nbow Springs segnent.

Ri ver | eaves district boundary at this point. There is a four-foot dam across the river
at Dawt MII, about 15 miles before it is inpounded by Norfork Lake.
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M LEPCST CLASSI FI CATI ON
NORTH FORK OF WH TE RI VER
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M LEPCST CLASSI FI CATI ON
NORTH FORK CF WHI TE RI VER (cont.)
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InterimPotential Cdassification — North Fork of Wiite River

These determ nations are based on a review of that portion of the streamwthin the
exterior boundaries of the Mark Twai n National Forest and factors such as the amount and
| ocation of ownerships, the quality of the streamand |and corridor, to the public, the
presence of other state and federal agencies on the stream and the costs of establishing
a Forest Service “presence” on the stream and adm ni stering the area.

The determ nations were nade that:

1. The portion of the river within the Mark Twai n National Forest should be
consi dered two segnents: mlepost 1 to 18 and mlepost 18 to 30.

2. The best potential classification for the mlepost 1 to 18 segnent woul d be
other than a National classification. This classification is based on the high
frequency of road access, buildings and the high inpact of agriculture. No
m | epost section of the 17 mle section is free of such inpacts. Thirteen of
these 17 mles are affected by all these inpacts. However, to avoid
jeopardiing consideration for eventual classificatin, National Forest |and
within the corridor will be managed to neet at |east the Recreation category.

The best potential classification for the mlepost 18 to 30 segnent woul d be
“Recreation.”
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Ri ver M| epost Study

ST. FRANCIS RIVER (17 miles) Nati onal Forest Acres 320
Mles with NFSL — 1 side .14
Mles with NFSL — 2 side 2.8

Free Flowing — The St. Francis River is free flow ng throughout the year. There is an
old breached damdirectly north of the State H ghway “D’ crossing adjacent to Silver
M nes Canpground (See MIle Post 4.0 on nap which foll ows).

Qut st andi ngl y Remar kabl e Val ues

Davi nroy Boat Access (Map MIle Post .3)

M|l stream Gardens (Map Ml e Post 2.0)

Silver Mnes Shut-Ins (Map Ml e Post 4.0)

Fi sh-Trap Shut-Ins (Map Ml e Post 14.0)

Salt-Peter Cave and high cliffs (Map Ml e Post 16.3)

Paoo®

Accessibility — There are 8 public and 11 provate accessways to the river (See Map). In
addition, there is a lowprofile bridge crossing |located at the intersection with State
H ghway “D’, and a bridge with steel-truss superstructure |oacted at the intersection of
the river with State H ghway “E.” Access to the river as a whole is fair to good.

Devel opnent s
Si gni fi cant devel opnents are:

a. Powerline Crossing (Map Mle Post .3)
b. MIllstream Gardens State Forest and Access (Map Ml e Post 2.0)
c. Silver Mnes Canpground and Picnic Area (Map Ml e Post 5.0)
d. Powerline Grossing (Map Ml e Post 8.0)
e. Powerline CGrossing (Map Ml e Post 15.7)
Land Use

Wthin the river corridor, there is a well-distributed mx of uses totaling about 35%
pasture, 60% M xed-Cak and Bottom and Har dwood Forest Types, and 5% O her uses incl udi ng
rectreation areas, powerlines, etc.

Suitability for Public Recreational Use

This river is one of the nost popular and scenic in Mssouri for general recreational as
wel | as canoe/ kayak use. Major uses include the annual M ssouri State Witewater

Chanpi onshi p races, fishing, swi nmng, and canping. Popularity for canoe/ kayak racing
di m ni shes as Summer progresses, and water |evels subside to slower flow rates.

This river is also extrenely scenic since it neanders through the St. Francis Muntains.
Steep forested hills, rock outcrops, shut-ins, and occasi onal caves unconmmon in ot her
parts of Mssouri are found along the river corridor.

Vol une of Recreational Use
Qur best records of use indicate an annual use of 13,450 RVD s of Dispersed and 27, 450
RVD s of Devel oped Use (From R M.
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M LEPCST CLASSI FI CATI ON
ST. FRANCI S RI VER
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InterimPotential dassification — St. Francis River

These determ nations are based on a review of that portion of the streamwthin the
exterior boundaries of the Mark Twain National Forest and factors such as the
anount and | ocation of ownerships, the quality of the streamand | and corri dor,
public use patterns, carrying capacity, existing public access, existing service to
the public, the presence of other state and federal agencies on the stream and the
costs of establishing a Forest Service “presence” on the stream and adm ni stering

t he area.

The determ nations were nade that:

1. The portion of the river within the Mark Twai n Naitonal Forest should be
consi dered one segnent.

2. The best potential classifiaction would be “Scenic.”
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St andards and Qui del i nes

The Land and Resource Managenent Plan for The Mark Twain National Forest, approved June
23, 1986 contai ned standards and gui delines for the interi mmanagenent of rivers eligible
for consideration under The WId and Scenic R vers Act. Forest-w de standards and

gui del i nes applied unless specific Managenent Area standards and gui del i nes were nore
exact i ng.

The original standards and gui delines are superceded by amended standards and gui delines
whi ch conply with provisions of the 7/24/87 agreenent between the American R vers
Conservation Council and the Forest Service settling the Rivers Council’s appeal of the
Mark Twai n National Forest Land and Resource Managenent Plan. (See Plan anendnent 1,
pages |V-189 to 192-2).

Publi ¢ | nvol venent

Consi deration of rivers in Mssouri for National classification has been a topic of
concern since the late 1960s. Attitudes on both sides of the issue are strongly held and
have often been stated. These positions have not changed with the passage of tine.

As woul d be expected, environnental groups generally support national river designation
Many | ocal publics, particularly |landowners in close proximty to eligible rivers, object
to national classification. Mst public agencies associated with resource nmanagenent are
fully aware of the socio-political aspects of national river studies and are not
currently advocating initiatives in theis regard.

News rel eases by both The American Rivers Conservation Council and the Mark Twain

Nati onal Forest have been circulated in the news nedia statewi de. These rel eases
generated contacts with | andowner and public agency representatives for the purpose of
expl ai ni ng the Appeal Agreenent.

These contacts have not generated support for national river studies at this tine. They
have resulted in resurfacing, concerns and opposition to this objective by |ocal publics.

Envi ronnent al groups have expressed the opinion that the agreenent is a positivie neasure
provi ding increased recognition and protection for the river resource. W have received
no i nput advocating inmedi ate action in regard to studies.

The Forest does not view the provisions of this amendnent as significantly changing the
intent or direction expressed in the original Forest Plan. This anmendnent does provide
greater specificity regarding National Forest Systemlands within the rier corridors,
their potential and interimmanagenent.

There is a growi ng awareness on the part of all publics that Mssouri’s river resources
are at risk and in need of deliberate nanagenent. The nost appropriate solutions are not
clearly evident. Each interest group has their own solution. |In time, this grow ng

awar eness and concern nmay set the stage for effective river study, particularly if other
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managemnent options prove i nadequate. The Mark Twain National Forest will remnain involved
in the dial ogue surrounding the river managenent issue. R ver studies will be schedul ed
as warranted based on the evaluation of this issue and its socio-political ramfications.

I nteri m managenent under Forest Plan standards and guidelines will provide for public use
whi l e ensuring the National designation option remains viable.
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