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RECREATI ON OPPCRTUNI TY SPECTRUM
OVERVI EW

When the goal of the recreationist is to obtain satisfying experiences, the goa
of the recreation resource nmanager becones one of providing the opportunities for
obt ai ni ng these experiences. By managi ng the natural resource settings, and the
activities which occur within it, the nanager is providing the opportunities for
recreation experiences to take place. Therefore, for both the manager and the
recreationist, recreation opportunities can be expressed in terns of three

princi pal conponents: the activities, the setting, and the experience.

For managenent and conceptual conveni ence possible m xes of activities, settings,
and probabl e experience opportunities have been arranged along a conti nuum The
continuumis called the Recreation Qpportunity Spectrum (ROS) and is divided into
six classes. The six classes and the acconpanyi ng cl ass nanmes have been sel ect ed
and conventionalized because of their descriptiveness and utility in Land and
Resour ce Managenent Pl anni ng and ot her nmanagenent applications.

ROS SETTI NG CHARACTERI ZATI ON
Primtive

Area is characterized by essentially unnodified natural environnment of fairly
large size. Interaction between users is very |ow and evi dence of other users is
mnimal. The area is managed to be essentially free from evi dence of

hurman-i nduced restrictions and controls. Mtorized use within the area is not
permtted.

Sem -Primtive Nonnotorized

Area is characterized by a predom nantly natural or natural -appearing environnent
of noderate-to-large size. Interaction between users is low, but there is often
evi dence of other users. The area is managed in such a way that mninmumon-site
controls and restrictions may be present, but are subtle. Mdtorized use is not
permtted.

Sem -Primtive Mtorized

Area is characterized by a predonmi nantly natural or natural-appearing environment
of noderate-to large size. Concentration of users is low but there is often

evi dence of other users. The area is nmanaged in such a way that mninumon-site
controls and restrictions nmay be present, but are subtle. Mdtorized use is
permtted.

Roaded Nat ura
Area is characterized by predom nantly natural -appearing environnents with

noder at e evi dences of the sights and sounds of man. Such evi dences usually
harnoni ze with the natural environment. Interaction between users may be low to
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noderate, but with evidence of other users prevalent. Resource nodification and
utilization practices are evident, but harnonize with the natural environnent.
Conventional notorized use is provided for in construction standards and design
of facilities.

Rur a

Area is charaterized by substantially nodified natural environment. Resource
nodi fication and utilization practices are to enhance specific recreation
activities and to nmaintain vegetative cover and soil. Sights and sounds of
humans are readily evident, and the interaction between users is often noderate
to high. A considerable nunber of facilities are designed for use by a |large
nunber of people. Facilities are often provided for special activities.
Moderate densities are provided far away from devel oped sites. Facilities for
intensified notorized use and parking are avail abl e.

Ur ban

Area is characterized by a substantially urbani zed environnent, although the
background may have natural -appearing el ements. Renewabl e resource nodification
and utilization practices are to enhance specific recreation activities.
Vegetative cover is often exotic and nmani cured. Sights and sounds of hunans,
on-site, are predom nant. Large nunbers of users can be expected, both on-site
and in nearby areas. Facilities for highly intensified notor use and parking are
available with forns of nmass transit often available to carry peopl e throughout
the site.

ROS EXPERI ENCE CHARACTERI ZATI ON
Primtive

Extrenely high probability of experiencing isolation fromthe sights and sound of
humans, independence, closeness to nature, tranquility, and self-reliance through
the application of woodsman and outdoor skills in an environment that offers a
hi gh degree of challenge and ri sk.

Sem -Primtive Nonnotorized

H gh, but not extrenely high, probability of experiencing isolation fromthe
sights and sounds of humans, independence, closeness to nature, tranquility and
self-reliance through the application of woodsman and outdoor skills in an
environnent that offers challenge and risk

Sem -Primtive Mtorized

Moderate probability of experiencing isolation fromthe sights and sounds of
humans, independence, closeness to nature, tranquility, and self-reliance through
the application of woodsman and outdoor skills in an environnent that offers
chal | enge and risk. Qpportunity to have a high degree of interaction with the
natural environnent. Qpportunity to use notorized equi pment while in the area
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Roaded Nat ura

About equal probability to experience affiliation with other user groups and for
isolation fromsights and sound of humans. Opportunity to have a hi gh degree of
interaction with the natural environnent. Challenge and risk opportunities
associated with nore primtive type of recreation are not very inportant.
Practice and testing of outdoor skills mght be inportant. Qpportunities for
both notorized and non-notorized forns of recreation are possible.

Rur a

Probability for experiencing affiliation with individuals and groups preval ent,
as is the conveni ence of sites and opportunities. These factors are generally
nore inportant than the setting of the physical environnent. Qpportunities for
wi | dl and chal | enges, risk-taking, and testing of outdoor skills are generally
uni nportant except for specific activities |like downhill skiing, for which
chal | enge and risk-taking are inportant el enents.

Ur ban

Probability for experiencing affiliation with individuals and groups is
prevalent, as is the convenience of sites and opportunities. Experiencing

nat ural environnents, having challenges and risks afforded by the natura

envi ronnent, and the use of outdoor skills are relatively uninportant.
Qpportunities for conpetitive and spectator sports and for passive uses of highly
human-i nfl uenced parks and open spaces are common

FOREST PLAN APPLI CATI ON

The Forest Plan is built around the concept of managenent prescriptions. Each
managemnent prescription defines and describes a future condition for managi ng
Nati onal Forest System|ands. The Recreation Qpportunity Spectrumis a tool used
to define the recreation program objectives for each nanagenent prescription

The foll owi ng tabl e shows how ROS cl asses and nmanagenent prescriptions relate.

MINF MANAGEMENT PRESCRI PTI ON BY ROS CLASS

Sem - Sem -
Primtive Primtve Roaded
Primtive NM M Nat ur al Rur al Ur ban
5.1 6.1 6.2 ( ,

The ot her MINF Managenent Prescription areas are not shown above for the
followi ng reasons. Prescription 8.1 areas are usually small areas of 10 acres to
100 acres and, as such, don't have the size required for one of the six RCS
classes. Prescription 9.1 was not used in the final Plan. Prescription 6.3 is
a tenporary classification for a variety of areas that have the potential for a
speci al classification
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