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Fisheries Habitat Improvement Project

Request for Comments

The Ottawa National Forest is cooperating with the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) to improve fish habitat in Deer Creek (Ontonagon County).  Currently, conditions within the creek do not meet the desired future conditions outlined in the Ottawa National Forest Land and Resource Management Plan (Forest Plan).  Fish surveys indicate small numbers of steelhead trout in this small tributary of the Potato River. In the reach proposed for habitat improvement, the stream gradient and flow characteristics would support more successful steelhead spawning if there were more exposed gravel and juvenile trout cover.  To achieve this, we plan to install “brush bundles” along approximately one mile of Deer Creek just upstream from the Norwich Road,  Tn 50 Rg 40 Sec 6  SWNW.  Alder is cut near the stream, bundled together, and anchored using stakes forming a dense cover along the inside of the stream channel bends.  Bundles stick out to less than the middle of the stream, leaving the other 1/2 , or more, of the stream open.  This accelerates the stream velocity, and often will uncover existing gravel beds covered by sand.  In addition to enhancing spawning habitat, trout that hatch from these areas have greatly improved survival because of the dense brush cover they hide in.  A Biological Evlaluation of possible effects on other species, such as endangered, threatened, or sensistive species will be prepared.  

To ensure that I have had the opportunity to consider your comments they must be postmarked or received within 30 days beginning the day after publication of the legal notice in the Ironwood Globe.  When the comment period would end on a Saturday, Sunday, or Federal holiday, comments will be accepted until the end of the next Federal working day.  These comments will be reviewed and will be used to determine whether or not there are any unresolved conflicts with this proposed action.  Any comments received on this proposal are part of the public record and therefore, are available for public review upon request.  

In order to be considered, comments must be substantive, that is they must be within the scope of the proposed action, specific to the proposed action, have a direct relationship to the proposed action and include supporting reasons for me to consider.  If you wish to reference scientific literature in your comment letter I request that you send a copy of the reference you have cited and include rationale as to how you feel it is pertinent to the specific project at hand.  This will allow me to fully evaluate your comments; if I do not receive a copy of the literature I may not be able to utilize it in making my decision.  Please address your comments to Bruce Prud’homme, Ontonagon Ranger District, 1209 Rockland Road, Ontonagon, MI 49953.  Office hours, for those who wish to hand deliver or provide oral comments, are 8:00 am to 4:00 pm Monday through Friday (except Federal holidays).  Oral comments must be provided at the above listed office, or by telephone at (906) 884-2085, during those hours.  Alternatively comments may be submitted by facsimile at (906) 884-4830 or by e-mail at: comments-eastern-ottawa-ontonagon@fs.fed.us (please put “Comments on Deer Creek” in the subject line).  

If you have any questions or would like more information about this project, please contact Jerry Edde, Fisheries Biologist, at (906) 932-1330 ext.522 at the Bessemer Ranger District, 500 N. Moore Street, Bessemer, MI  49911.

Thank  you,

/s/ Bruce Prud’homme
BRUCE A. PRUDHOMME

District Ranger 
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