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Dear Forest Neighbor: 

The USDA Forest Service is proposing to replace two existing bridges on Forest System Road 8100.  One bridge is located in Section 7 of T45N-R43W with the other located in Section 34 of T46N-R44W both in Marenisco Township of Gogebic County (Exhibits A - E).  The bridges are being replaced due to a safety concern over the existing reduced load standard and because both bridges have reached their designed life span.  The stringers on both bridges are not holding up to the designed load standard.  The bridge in Section 7 has received emergency repair during the winter of 02-03.  Despite repair, the bridge is currently rated at 60% of its original load capacity.  The bridge in Section 34 is anticipated to have a restricted load capacity similar to that of the bridge in Section 7.  The project is anticipated to be implemented during the summer of 2005 or 2006.  
The bridge in Section 7 is a four span, 102 foot long bridge and the bridge in Section 34 is two spans and 51 feet long.  Both bridges were built in 1957.  The project sites are within a Wild/Scenic River corridors of the Presque Isle River (Management Area 8.1-Designated Wild & Scenic Rivers).  The bridge in Section 7 is located within the South Branch of the Presque Isle River, a Recreational segment.  The bridge in Section 34 is located within the West Branch of the Presque Isle River, a Scenic segment.  

Forest System Road (FSR) 8100 provides primary access to several popular fishing lakes including Henry Lake Campground where an annual fishing derby is held in early June.  In addition, this roadway is a major access route for loggers, gravel hauling, anglers, hunters, and for summer recreational residences on Eel and Moraine Lakes. 

The proposed action is to replace the existing single-lane wooden bridge structures with a double-lane timber/steel/concrete composite bridge structure at both locations.  The existing bridges would be lifted off the existing piers in sections.  The existing pilings would be cut off as close to the riverbed as possible to make sure they can pass canoes and large woody debris.  New piers would be placed. The timber/steel/concrete composite structure would be designed to fit the recreational and scenic river settings, respectively. 

To provide continuous access to the area, bridges would be installed in consecutive years.  In addition, a traffic control plan with appropriate signage would be developed for each site.  Replacement would likely occur between June and October at each site.   Restricted weight limits will remain in place and will help in maintaining the bridges’ integrity until replaced.   As connected action, each bridge would be designed to increase potential swallow and bat nesting.  
Comments are welcome on this proposal.  These comments will be reviewed by the interdisciplinary team and myself, and will be used to determine whether or not there are any unresolved conflicts with this proposed action.  Any comments received on this proposal are part of the public record and therefore, are available for public review upon request. 

To ensure that we have the opportunity to consider your comments throughout the planning process, they should be postmarked or received within 30 days of the legal notice being published in the Ironwood Daily Globe.  Comments can be submitted via e-mail (mailroom_r9_ottawa@fs.fed.us).   For e-mails, state on the subject line “FSR 8100 Bridge Replacement Project”.  You can also FAX your comments to: (906) 667-0007 or mail them to the address below.
Both oral and written comments are welcomed.  If you have any questions or would like additional information, please contact Jay Wittak at (906) 932-1330 ext 524.   Comments can be mailed to:  Rick Davalos, Bessemer Ranger District, 500 North Moore Street, Bessemer, MI 49911.   
Sincerely, 

RICHARD DAVALOS

District Ranger 
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