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Dear Interested Party:

I am writing to inform you that I am withdrawing the October 28, 2003, Decision Notice for the Prospector Vegetation Management Project due to an error in the appeals process.  I am now issuing a new Decision Notice, signed March 17, 2004.  This new Decision Notice is identical to the previous decision and is based on my review of the Environmental Assessment, project record and public comments.  The project includes timber harvest to regenerate and manage various forest types; classification of both managed and unmanaged old growth; road construction, reconstruction, maintenance and decommissioning; enhancement projects for wildlife and fisheries habitat, watershed condition enhancements; and improvement of an existing dispersed access facility.  Included in the Decision Notice are my rationale for the selected actions and the required mitigation measures for this project.  This decision includes the following actions:

Vegetative Management*

Thinning


893 acres

Shelterwood Harvest


72 acres

Selection Harvest 



2,253 acres

Clearcut Harvest (jack pine)



79 acres

Clearcut Harvest (aspen and fir/spruce)



304 acres

Over-story Removal



10 acres

Salvage 



56 acres

TSI



451 acres

Old Growth Classification



1,591 acres

Riparian Underplanting (conifer)



83 acres

Wildlife & Fisheries Habitat Improvements*

Construct New Wildlife Openings



53 acres

Habitat Enhancement (brush piles)



1 per 7 acres (210)

Habitat Enhancement (snag creation/retention) 
 

       3-5/acre over 838 acres

Release conifers at Thirtymile Creek



1 mile

Stream Enhancement (K-dams) along Thirtythree Creek



4 dams

Stream Enhancement (half logs) along Thirtythree Creek



35 half logs 

Stream Enhancement (beaver dam removal)



8 locations

Watershed Habitat Enhancement*
Improve dispersed access site/Parking Areas (South Branch of Paint River)



1 site

Recruit large woody debris (girdling trees)



5-10/acre across 20 stands

Transportation*

Illegal Ford Closure (South Branch of the Paint River)



1 ford closure

Temporary Road Construction



1.2 miles

Road Maintenance



76 miles

Road Closures
 


61 miles

Road Decommissions



76 miles
Road Reconstruction



3 miles 

* All figures are approximate

A copy of the Decision Notice is enclosed.  All documents distributed to the public relative to this project are available on the Ottawa National Forest website at: www.fs.fed.us/r9/ottawa/forest_management/projects/vmp-ea/prospector_vmp/index.shtml .

Those individuals and groups who had standing to appeal for this project still have standing to appeal.  Appeals must meet the requirements of 36 CFR 215.  Appeals must meet the content requirements of 36 CFR 215.14 and will only be accepted from those who have standing to appeal as outlined at 36 CFR 215.13.  A written notice of appeal must be submitted within 45 calendar days after the Legal Notice is published in the newspaper of record the Iron River Reporter.  However, when the 45-day filing period would end on a Saturday, Sunday, or Federal holiday, then filing time is extended to the end of the next Federal working day.  The date of the publication of the Legal Notice is the only means for calculating the date by which appeals must be submitted; do not rely upon any other source for this information.  The Notice of Appeal must be sent to:  ATTN: Appeals Deciding Officer, Robert Lueckel, c/o USDA Forest Service, Eastern Regional Office, Gas Light Building, 626 E. Wisconsin Avenue, Suite 700, Milwaukee, WI  53202-4616.  The Notice of Appeal may alternatively be faxed to: 414-944-3963, Attn: Appeals Deciding Officer, Robert Lueckel, USDA Forest Service, Eastern Regional Office.  Those wishing to submit appeals by email may do so to appeals-eastern-regional-office@fs.fed.us.  Acceptable formats for electronic comments are text or html email, Adobe portable document format, and formats viewable in Microsoft Office applications.  Hand-delivered appeals may be submitted at the above address between 7:30 and 4:00 pm CT Monday through Friday, except on Federal holidays.  Detailed records of the environmental analysis are available for public review at the Iron River Ranger District Office.  If no appeal is received, implementation of this decision may occur on, but not before 5 business days from the close of the appeal filing period.  If an appeal is received implementation may not occur for 15 business days following the date of appeal disposition.  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
If you need any additional information, please contact me or Marlanea French-Pombier, Interdisciplinary Team Leader, at the Watersmeet Ranger District office at (906) 358-4551.

Sincerely,

/s/ Tracy J. Tophooven

TRACY J. TOPHOOVEN

District Ranger

Enclosures
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