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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Forest Service Moves Forward to

Protect Roadless Areas

The USDA Forest Service is now seeking public comments to help determine the next steps in providing long-term protection of roadless areas.  An Advanced Notice of Proposed Rulemaking will be published this week in the Federal Register followed by a 60-day comment period  This comment period has been initiated in an effort to be responsive to concerns raised by local communities, states, tribes and other stakeholders when the 2001 Roadless Area Conservation Rule was adopted in January 2001.

All interested parties are encouraged to express their views on inventoried roadless area management.  In providing input, the Forest Service would especially like to receive comments regarding the following questions:

1.  What is the appropriate role of local forest planning as required by NFMA in evaluation, protection and management of inventoried roadless areas?

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202)720-2600 (voice and TDD).


2. What is the best way for the Forest Service to work with the variety of States, tribes, local communities, other organizations, and individuals in a collaborative manner to ensure that concerns about roadless values are heard and addressed through a fair and open process?

3. How should inventoried roadless areas be managed to provide for healthy forests, including protection from severe wildfires and the buildup of hazardous fuels as well as to provide for the detection and prevention of insect and disease outbreaks?

4. How should communities and private property near inventoried roadless areas be protected from the risks associated with natural events, such as major wildfires that may occur on adjacent federal lands.

5. What is the best way to implement the laws that ensure States, tribes, organizations and private citizens have reasonable access to property they own within inventoried roadless areas?

6. What are the characteristics, environmental values, social and economic considerations and other factors the Forest Service should consider as it evaluates inventoried roadless areas?

7.  Are there specific activities that should be expressly  prohibited or expressly allowed for inventoried roadless
      areas through Forest Plan revisions or amendments?
8. Should inventoried roadless areas selected for future roadless protection through the local forest plan revision
      process be proposed to Congress for wilderness designation, or should they be maintained under a specific

     designation for roadless area management under the forest plan?
9. How can the Forest Service work effectively with individuals and groups with strongly competing views, 
      values, and beliefs in evaluating and managing public lands and resources, recognizing that the agency 

      cannot meet all of the desires of all of the parties?
10.  What other concerns, comments, or interests relating to the protection and management of inventoried 

       roadless areas are important? 

The 2001 Roadless Area Conservation Rule designated nearly 60 million acres in national forests off limits to road building, most logging and other development requiring roads.  For the Ottawa National Forest, that translates to 4,200 acres in the Norwich Plains area, east and north of Bergland in Ontonagon County.  This is the only area on the Ottawa National Forest that is subject to the requirements of the Roadless Rule.

We encourage you to provide comments in writing by mail to USDA-Forest Service—CAT,  Attention:  Roadless ANPR Comments, P.O. Box 221090, Salt Lake City, Utah, 84122; via electronic mail to roadless_anpr@fs.fed.us; or via fax to 1-801-296-4090, Attention:  Roadless ANPR Comments.  All comments, including names and addresses when provided, are placed in the record and are available for public inspection and copying at Salt Lake City, Utah.

If you would like additional information regarding the Roadless Rule, visit our web-site at: www.roadless.fs.fed.us/
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