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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Ottawa National Forest Recreation Program Changes
Ottawa Announces Recreation Area Closures
(1 of a 5 part series)

        As the weather turns warmer, our thoughts turn to getting outdoors and enjoying the beauty of the U.P. and the Ottawa National Forest.  Over the next several weeks, the Ottawa National Forest will be releasing a series of articles which focus on our recreation program and some of the changes that we will be making in the future.  These changes are aimed at helping us continue with our tradition of offering high-quality recreation experiences to the many people that visit us each year.

During the past several years, the Ottawa’s recreation program has managed to provide a multitude of high quality recreation experiences to our visitors in spite of the fact that our budget has declined significantly.  In an effort to ensure that we can continue to provide a variety of quality recreation opportunities, we will be making several changes to our recreation program. 


One of these changes is the trial closure of 6 recreation areas.   These areas include:  Matchwood, Lower Dam Lake, Taylor Lake, Tepee Lake, and Paulding Pond Campgrounds, as well as the Perch River Wayside.                                      

--more--


The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for  for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202)720-2600 (voice and TDD).


“These sites were selected for trial closure for several different reasons, including their limited past use, efficiency of operation and maintenance, and proximity to other camping opportunities,” said Lisa Klaus, Public Affairs Specialist for the Ottawa.  “By closing some of our lesser used sites, it allows us to focus our limited resources on other areas and activities across the forest.” 


Some of the more popular destinations on the Ottawa include the Black River Harbor in Bessemer, the Sylvania Wilderness Area in Watersmeet, Lake Ottawa Campground in Iron River, Lake Sainte Kathryn Campground in Ontonagon and the Sturgeon River Gorge Wilderness Area in Kenton.  Of course, there are still over 25 other campgrounds to choose from if one of these areas does not meet your needs.  We suggest you try them all to experience the full array of recreation opportunities on the Forest.  

For those visitors who choose to experience a more remote outdoor encounter, the entire Forest is open to dispersed camping. (Remember our “pack it in, pack it out” policy when not camping in developed areas.)

Before a final determination is made on whether to make these trial closures permanent, the Forest would like to receive public input.  “We will be accepting public comments on this proposal throughout the 2004 camping season.  Suggestions on how we could manage our sites differently or other options we may pursue are always welcome,” said Lisa.  “The input we receive from our visitors, as well as information we gather on the effectiveness of the closures, will help us make a final decision next year.” 

For more information regarding these changes, please contact the Ottawa National Forest or visit our website at:  www.fs.fed.us/r9/ottawa.  If you would like to provide written comments, please send them to the Ironwood Office, Attn:  Lisa Klaus.
-end-

