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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Ottawa National Forest Requests Proposals

For Concessionaire Operations
          The Ottawa National Forest is home to over 90 developed recreation sites.  This includes campgrounds, trailheads, beaches and picnic areas.   There is literally something for everyone on the Ottawa!   In an effort to provide high quality recreation opportunities in a cost efficient manner, a request for proposals for concessionaire operations was released earlier this week and is available for public review.

          Concessionaire operations of 9 (nine) Ottawa National Forest campgrounds was proposed last Fall.  Concessionaire operations allow for a private contractor to operate campgrounds in accordance with pre-determined guidelines and requirements.   Concessionaires keep the fees collected as payment for maintaining the site.  Once a campground is placed with a concessionaire, the operation and maintenance of the facility become the responsibility of the concessionaire.  
--more--
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          This is good business for the Forest Service, as it relieves Forest personnel from the routine maintenance and upkeep and allows us to focus our efforts on other Forest priorities.   It’s good business for our visitors, too, as concessionaires often times offer amenities that the Forest Service does not provide, such as fire wood, ice and bait.   Camp sites that are under a concessionaire operation are also listed on the National Recreation Reservation System, which makes it easier to plan trips and reserve your favorite camp spot.

          Contractors interested in becoming a concessionaire, need to review the request for proposals for concessionaires and respond by the noted deadline.   You may receive a copy of this request for proposals by calling your local District office, or by visiting the Ottawa National Forest web page (www.fs.fed.us/r9/ottawa).   If you have any questions regarding the concessionaire package, please contact Jeff Mell at the Kenton Ranger District at 906-852-3500.
-end-

