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Welcome to the Ottawa National Forest.  Here are some answers to questions often asked about hunting on the National Forest.  

Are there special game laws that apply on Federal land?  The state has full authority to enforce game laws on the National Forest.
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There are also Federal laws and regulations established for safety, and the protection of National Forest resources and U.S. Government property.  

Are   there any Forest campgrounds open during hunting season?    Most  campgrounds are open during the hunting season, although roads may not be plowed and water not available.  Within these campgrounds, campers and tents may be placed only on the campsites provided.  There is a limit of 8 people per campsite, and a maximum stay limit of 14 days in developed campgrounds. 

May I camp anywhere on the National Forest?  Generally, the National Forest is open anywhere to camping except for administrative sites such as offices, warehouses, and specifically posted day use recreation areas.  In Sylvania Wilderness, camping is only permitted at designated campsites.  Other than that, the Forest is open to camping.  Sylvania, McCormick, and Sturgeon River Gorge Wildernesses are open to non-mechanized travel only.  Other special regulations may apply in these Wildernesses.

If you prefer to camp out in the woods, here are a few things to remember:

*   Make sure you are on National Forest System land.  Private land is mixed in with federal land on the forest.  Maps showing National Forest ownership are available at U.S. Forest Service offices.

 *   In order to keep public land available to everyone, you may camp outside of developed campgrounds for a period of 16 days.   You may camp on the Forest longer than 16 days if you move at least one mile to another campsite.

 *   Set up your camp in such a way that you do not   block an open road or gate.

 *   Use equipment that does not require cutting any live trees, or nailing into trees.

 *  Please dispose of human waste by burying in the soil at a depth of 6 to 12 inches, and at least 100 feet from lakes or streams.  If you use a portable chemical toilet, or have an RV with holding tanks, please empty them at an approved dump station.

 *   Practice “Leave No Trace” camping - leave your campsite looking like no one used it.  Temporary structures built during your stay, such as game-hanging poles, must be disassembled and removed along with your trash when you leave.

People keep moving in on our favorite hunting area and camp spot.  Can we reserve our area?  National Forest System land is available on a first come - first served basis.  It is important to remember this is public land and is open to everyone.  However, respecting others is an important hunting ethic.   Common sense, courtesy, and respect would cause most people to not camp or hunt where others are obviously camped or are hunting.

May I hunt from a tree stand or raised platform?  Hunting from a tree stand or raised platform with a firearm is legal.  In Michigan, hunters may use temporary tree stands or raised platforms.  The hunter’s name and address must be prominently displayed on the structure and easily read from the ground.  Tree stands must be portable and not attached to any tree by nails, screws, or bolts.  It is illegal to use any item that penetrates the cambium of a tree.    Screw-in steps are illegal on public lands.     Tree stands, platforms, ladders, steps, and any other device to assist in climbing a tree cannot be placed on public lands any earlier than September 1 and must be removed by the day following the close of the last deer season in the area.  

May I use a blind?  You may use a blind while hunting on National Forest System land consistent with the State of Michigan Hunting Regulations.  Only the following types of ground blinds are legal on National Forest System Lands.

Portable Ground Blind:  Blind must be clearly portable and removed at the end of each day.  Fasteners, if used to attach or anchor blind, cannot penetrate the bark of a tree and must be removed daily with the blind.  No identification is required on these blinds. These blinds may be used on public lands at any time for legal hunting.   

Temporary blinds made of natural materials (down logs, windfalls) are preferred and should be broken down to a natural appearing condition at the end of the season.  Blinds must not be attached to trees by nails, wire, screws, or bolts.

Temporary blinds may also be small portable structures that you carry in to your hunting area.  Temporary blinds made of manufactured materials cannot be set up earlier than 7 days before the beginning of the hunting season for which you are licensed, and must be posted with the name and address of the person placing the blind unless the blind is removed daily.  All temporary blinds must be removed at the end of your hunting season.

Leaving blinds on National Forest System land after hunting season is a violation.  Citations require payment of a fine and violators may be billed for the government's cost to remove them. 

What about the person I find sitting in my blind or hunting over my bait pile?  Michigan has an “Occupancy Provision” for public land that says “a person’s name and address in no way conveys exclusive hunting rights to a blind or surrounding area.”

Are campfires permitted?   Yes - however in Sylvania Wilderness and in developed campgrounds, fires must be kept in the fire ring provided.

In the woods, if there is no snow cover, be sure to clear a safe spot down to the mineral soil so your fire doesn’t creep out into the woods.  You may collect and use dead and down wood.  To remove firewood from the National Forest, you will need a permit, available at District Ranger offices.

Is there a place where I can dispose of my trash?  Local landfills have been closed.  Check in with the appropriate District Ranger offices to learn where you can dispose of your trash.  Please practice “Leave No Trace” camping.

May I take a Christmas tree home?  Yes, but before you cut the tree, you must  purchase a Christmas tree permit for $5.00 at any District Ranger Office,  or the  Forest Supervisor's Office.

I’ve seen hunters target shooting at the edge of a campground.  Isn't that a violation of safety zones?  Yes!  You may not “discharge a firearm, or any other 

implement capable of taking human life, causing injury, or damaging property:  (1) in or within 150 yards of a residence, building, campsite, developed recreation site, or occupied area, or (2) across or on a Forest Development road or a body of water adjacent thereto, or in any manner or place whereby any person or property is exposed to injury or damage as a result of such discharge."

Is baiting permitted on National Forest System land?  The State of Michigan allows baiting in the taking of deer and bear.  See your Michigan Hunting and Trapping Guide for restrictions.  Plastic bags, sacks, bait boxes, etc. are considered litter.

Is it okay to clear a shooting lane?  We recognize the importance of a clear shot, and while some limited brushing may be necessary, cutting live vegetation is discouraged, and cutting trees, greater than sapling size, (five inches or larger),  is prohibited.  Special considerations apply in Wildernesses, where the cutting of live vegetation is prohibited.

May I use an ORV, ATV or snowmobile to get to my hunting area, or to get a deer out of the woods?  Michigan state law prohibits hunting or pursuing wild animals or birds from any motorized vehicle.  Use of ORV’s, ATV's and snowmobiles in the Upper Peninsula, during hunting season, is allowed with special restrictions.  Please check your Michigan Hunting And Trapping Guide for hunting season ORV, ATV and snowmobile restrictions.  

Motorized vehicles are not permitted anywhere in designated Wilderness and are restricted from some other areas on the Ottawa National Forest.  You may not use a motorized vehicle to retrieve an animal in a Wilderness or other area closed to motorized 

use.  Check with the nearest Ranger District office for maps of these locations.

Snowmobiles are not permitted between the ditches of plowed Forest Service roads.

Why are some roads closed?  Roads are closed for a variety of reasons, including to protect threatened or endangered species, minimize damage to roads that cross wet soils, to protect our investment in the road, and to provide for non-motorized recreation opportunities.  

I've seen some open roads getting torn up by traffic during hunting season.  Why don't you gravel them so they can be used without hunters getting stuck or tearing up their vehicle?  Graveling roads is expensive.  Money is only invested in roads when necessary to meet the anticipated use of the road.  

We endorse a Tread Lightly ethic - take care not to damage roads or natural resources.  Please remember that causing damage to any forest road (rutting) and leaving it in a damaged condition is a violation of federal regulation.

If I see a wolf, should I report it to anyone?  Report wolf sightings to any USDA Forest Service or Michigan DNR office.  This information will help us understand the location and movement of wolves as they continue their comeback here in Michigan.

Ottawa National Forest information is available in large print upon request from the Forest Supervisor’s Office in Ironwood, MI (906) 932-1330, TTY(906)932-0331
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