NUBBLE VEGETATION MANAGEMENT PROJECT

APPENDIX B — PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT

Appendix B includes:

A. A discussion of Scoping that was conducted
for the project;

B. Comments other than issues

received during Scoping;

significant

C. Cooperating agencies.

A. SCOPING

Scoping is the process of gathering comments about
a site-specific proposed federal action to determine
the scope of issues to be addressed and to identify
the unresolved issues, which are related to a
proposed action (40 CFR 1501.7).

The Nubble interdisciplinary team conducted an
analysis of this project area to determine how to best
implement the White Mountain Land and Resource
Management Plan (Forest plan). During this
analysis process, resource specialists from various
disciplines inventoried and analyzed information
concerning the project area. Opportunities and
needs that would move the area from the “existing
condition” toward the “desired condition” called for in
the Forest Plan were identified through this analysis
process.

The proposal was listed in the Schedule of Proposed
Actions beginning 12/01.

A scoping letter was mailed to approximately 270
interested parties on February 25, 2002.

Five (5) individuals (\/) commented on the proposed
action during the formal scooping process.
Comments were used to define unresolved
(significant) issues, to develop alternatives, and to
analyze effects.

A.1 LisT OF PEOPLE AND ORGANIZATIONS
CONTACTED

Albert Ogonowski, Dracut, MA

Allan Cressy, Bethel, ME,

Allan Peterson, Gilbert, AZ

Allan Ryder, Lancaster, NH,

Allen Bouthlier, A.B. Logging, Lancaster, NH

Andrew Cadot, Portland, ME,

Anne Crowe, HEB Civil Engineering,, N. Conway,
NH

Anthony Hayden, N. Haverhill, NH

Appalachian Mt. Club, Boston, MA

Armand & Dorothy Wood, Jackson, NH

Barbara & William Arnold, Randolph, NH

Bear Paw Lumber Corp, Freyburg, ME

Bert Desrochers, Lancaster, NH

John Davidge, New York, NY

Betty Bailey, Schenectady, NH,

Bill Morrow, Planning Board, Woodville, NH

Bill Williams, Congressman Bass, Littleton, NH

Bradford Kuster, Conservation Law Foundation,
Concord, NH

Brenda Bhati, Jaffrey, NH

\Brenda Brown, Franconia, NH

Brian Flinn, Jamaica Plain, MA

Bruce & Mary Sloat, Lancaster, NH

Bruce Andrew, Waterville Valley, NH

Bruce Burrows, N. Sandwich, NH

Bruce Cairns, Jefferson, NH

Bruce Cameron, Jefferson, NH

Bruce Engler, Lincoln, NH

C.B. Gray, G & S Logging,, Colebrook, NH

Carter Harrison, Thornton, NH,

Charles Bridges, NH Fish & Game,, Concord, NH

Charles Carroll, Kingston, NH,

Charles Diehl, Weston, MA,

Charles Kellog, Manchester, NH,

Charles Levesque, Innovative Natural Resource,,
Antrim, NH

Charles Niebling, SPNHF, Concord, NH

Charlie McLoud, Bureau of Trails, Plymouth, NH

Chester & Lydia Lucy, N. Conway, NH,

Chip & Susan Kimball, Center Sandwich, NH,

Chris Lilian, Conservation Law Foundation,
Montpelier, VT

Chris Thayer, AMC, Gorham, NH

Christopher Mays, Summit Achievement, Freyburg,
ME

Chuck Leppert, Berlin, NH

Chuck Stata, Nashua, NH

Coos County Commissioners, W. Stewartstown, NH

Craig Seaver, Madbury, NH

D. Day Amherst, NH

D.H. McClave, Jackson, NH

Darell Alexander, Qunicy, MA

Dave & Tanya Tellman, Whitefield, NH

David Bowles, Wonalancet, NH

David Carle, Conservation Action Project,
Manchester, NH

David Carlisle, Conservation Commission,
Shelburne, NH

David Crocket, Bethel Snowtwisters, Bethel, Me

David Field, U of ME, Orono, ME

David Holt, Gorham, NH,

David Mann, Chesterfield, NH,

David Patch, Glen, NH

David Publicover, AMC, Gorham, NH

David Straus, Portsmough, NH,

David Thompson, Lincoln, NH,

Dennis Lynch, Brookline, MA,
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Dick Andross, Cannon Mt. Ski Area, Franconia, NH

Don Barker, Rumford, NH,

Don Johnson, W. Ossipee, NH

Don Wilson, Concord, NH,

Donald Bradley, Plainfield, NH,

Donald Hudson, The Chewonki Assn., Wiscasset,
ME

Donald Jasinski, Planning Board, Waterville, NH

Donald Winsor, HHP, Inc, Henniker, NH

Dorna Caskie, Groveland, MA

Doug Mayer, Randolph, NH

Douglass Tshner, Pike, NH

Dr. James Dawson, SUNY, Plattsburg, NY

Dr. Mimi Becker, UNH, Durham, NH

Dundee Mgmnt. Corp, Jackson, NH,

Earl Anderson, Pike, NH,

Earle Shuttleworth, ME, Historic Pres. Comm.,
Agusta, ME

Eaton Board of Selectmen, Eaton, NH,

Edith Tucker, Randolph, NH

Edward Beaulieu, Rumney, NH,

Edward Waldron, Town of Wentworth, Wentworth,
NH

Elsie Lawson, Bethlehem Conservation Comm.,
Bethlehem, NH

Eugene Daniel, Concord, NH,

Evan Owen, Groton, MA,

Fisheries Habitat Biologist, NH Fish & Game Dept.,
Concord, NH

Forrest & Beverly Seavey, Campton, NH,

Frank Shea, Princeton, MA,

Frank Sweirz, NH Snowmobile Assn., Bow, NH

Fred Gunter, Campton, NH,

\Fred Lavigne, Center Sandwich, NH

Gary Vanwart, Scituate, MA,

Gene Chandler, NH House of Rep., Concord, NH

George Bates, Canton, MA

George Booth, Conway, NH

George Burtt, Conway, NH

George Cook, New Hampton, NH

George Gilman, Holliston, MA

George Haselton, Westmoreland, NH

George Howard, Glen, NH

Glen Falkenham, Salem, NH

Gordon Bowker, Littleton, NH

Henry Rotman, Milford, CT

Henry Tepper, The Nature Conservancy, Concord,
NH

Herb Whittemore, Intervale, NH,

Howard Charles, Sappi Fine Paper, Co.,
Skowhegan, ME

International Paper, W. Ossipee, NH,

Iris Baird,, Lancaster, NH

J.T. Horn,, ATC Regional Office, Lyme. NH

Jack Middleton,, Manchester, NH

Jackson Historcal Society, Jackson, NH

James Frohn, Charlestown, NH

James Ryan, Henniker, NH

James St. Pierre, Hallowell, ME

James, Guld, Hicksville, NY

Jane Hall, Conway, NH

Janet Thompson,, North Country Angler, Intervale,
NH

Jason Ford, Native Forest Network, Burlington, VT

Jason Goloboy, Needham, MA

Jim Mieklejohn, Randolph, NH

Jocelyn Gutchess, Center Sandwich, NH

John Accardi, Lancaster, NH

John Brady, New Market, NH

John Brooks, S. Pond Assn, Lancaster, NH

John Carpeter, Gorham Planning Board, Gorham,
NH

John Lanier, NH Fish & Game, Concord, NH

John Mcllwaine, Sugar Hill Cons. Comm., Sugar Hill,
NH

John Mudge, Etna, NH

John Pepper, Jackson, NH

John Scrniza Randolph, NH

John Sedgy, Hillsboro, NH

John Severance, Whitfield Cons. Comm.,,
Whitefield, NH

John Voilette, Bow, NH

Johnathan Herndon, Center Ossipee, NH

Joseph Brigham, Bow, NH

Joseph Surawski, Lynn, MA

Joseph Y Joan Gable, Albany Township, ME

Joshua Royte, Nature Conservancy, Brunswick, ME

Judie Johnson, Jackson, NH

Judy Garfinkle, Wayland, MA

Julie Wormser, Wilderness Society, Boston, MA

Kate Lanou, Chocorua Mt. Club, Watertown, MA

Kenneth Solano, Melrose, MA

Kenneth Zerbst, Norway, Me

Kevin Barlow, Ashland, NH

Krista Butterfield, Bridgeton, ME

Kristene Bontaites, NH Fish & Game, R 2, New
Hampton, NH

Kurt Kramp, Jackson, NH

Lara Saffo, Haverhill, NH

Lawrence & Cheryl Stewart, Drumore, PA

Lawrence Smith, E. Kingston, NH

Leigh Gadbois, W. Bethel, ME

Leo Greene, N. Sandwich, NH

JLewis Parker, Kents Hill, ME

Lisa Morse, Milan Conservation Comm., Milan, NH

Maine Natural Areas Program, Agusta, ME

Marcia Anderson, St. Petersburg, FL

Mark Jenks, N. Conway, NH

Martin Kippley, Dover, NH

Mary Ann Janicki, Gorham, NH

Mary Williams, Town Manage, Waterville, NH

Mary Win, AM, Falmouth, ME

Michael Dickerman, Littleton, NH

Michael Sturdavant,, Concord Twp., OH

Mike Dailey, Merriack, NH




Morgan Goodson, Friends of the Earth,, Burlington,
VT

Nancy Girard, Conservation Law Foundation,,
Concord, NH

Natan Martin, Lexington, MA

North Country Lumber, Inc., W. Ossipee, NH

Northeast Square & Dowe, N. Haverhill, NH

Oxford Co. Commissioner, S. Paris, ME

Pam & Clark Gof, Chilmark, MA

Pamela LaFLam, City Planner,, Berlin, NH

Patrick DeArmo, Hiram, ME

Pete Howlan, Conway, NH

Peter Mille, Merideth, NH

Peter Poh, Center Ossipee, NH

Peter Richardso, Norwich, VT

Peter Sear, Brattleboro, VT

Philip Bryc, NH Div. For. & Lands, Concord, NH

Phyllis Austi, Maine Times, Alna, ME

Pierce Bei, Ashland, NH

R. Eric Jone, Englewood, NJ

Ralph Perro, Campton, NH

Raymond Kucharsk, Waterville Valley Cons. Comm.,

Waterville, NH

Rebecca Brow, The Courier, Littleton, NH

Reg Gilber, Bethel, ME,

Richard Bree, N. Sandwich, NH

Richard Crockford, Planning Board, Center
Sandwich, NH

Richard Goudarzi, National OHV. Conservation
Council, Concord, NH

Richard Haldeman, Lancaster, NH,

Richard Hamilton, White Mountain Attractions,, N.
Woodstock, NH

Richard McDonald, Milan, NH

Richard Nadig, Errol Planning Board, Errol, NH

Robert Barbin, Berlin, NH

Robert Bodwell, Sanbornton, NH,

Robert Bowman, Jackson, NH

Robert Braile, Boston Globe,, Boston, MA

Robert Burrows, Center Sandwich, NH

Robert Canney, Berwick, ME

Robert Cavenaugh, Auburn, ME

Robert Condit, N. Sandwich, NH

Robert Economou, Cincinnati, OH

Robert Mclntosh, Marblehead, MA

VRobert Miller,, Southwick, MA

Robert Murray, Wentworth Cons. Comm.,
Wentworth, NH

Robert Richardson,, Walpole, NH

Robert Valade, Nashua, NH

Roger Adams, Nashua, NH

Roger Wheeler, Bethel, ME

Roland Viens, Berlin Water Works,, Berlin, NH

Ronald Johns, Conservation Commission, Hebron,
NH

Ronald Lawler, Center Sandwich, NH

Ronald LePage, Waterville, ME

Ronald Snyder, W. Bethel, ME

Roy Schweiker, Concord, NH

Roy Tudor, MM & GS,, Portland, ME

Ruth Lowe, Planning Board, Jefferson, NH

Sam & Elizabeth Harding, Jackson, NH

Sam Stoddard, Lancaster, NH

Sandy Cryatal, NH Wetlands Bureau, Concord, NH

Sarah Zuccarelli, Center Sandwich, NH

Saunders Bros, Freyberg, ME

Scott Ramsey, Dept. of Conservation ORV Div.,
Agusta, ME

Selectmen, Albany, NH

Selectmen, Bethel, ME

Selectmen, Shelburne, NH

Selectmen, Thornton, NH

Selectmen, Benton, NH

Selectmen, Sandwich, NH

Sheryl Gandy, Monmouth, ME

Sid Pilgrim, Durham, NH

Stephen Shaughnessy, Campton, NH

Steve Pulver, Chester, NH

Steven Sudduth, Wyonegonic Camps, Denmark, ME

Stewart Vandemark, Framingham, MA

Sumner Ferris, Wellesley Hills, MA

Susan Fogleman, Campton, NH

Susan Hitchcock, Maine Audubon Society,
Falmouth, NH

Susan Meeker-Lowery, Freyburg, ME

Suzanne Eudsen, Whittier, AK

Sylvia Bates, New Hampton, NH

Ted Miller, Gorham, NH

Ted Sutton, Loon Mt. Rec. Corp., Lincoln, NH

Terri Shedd, Intervale, NH,

Terry Frost, Concord, NH

Theodore Brown, Jackson, NH

Theodore Reeves, DSM Environmental Services,
Inc., Ascutney, VT

Thom Perkins, Jackson Ski Touring, Jackson, NH

Thomas Caughey, Wildcat Ski Area, Jackson, NH

Thomas Cowie, Plymouth, NH

Thomas LaPointe, Hookset, NH

Thomas Linell, Hanover, NH

Thomas O'Connor, Albany, NH

Thomas Pucci, Tilton, NH

Tim Russell, Dept. of Conservation ORV Div.,
Agusta, ME

Timothy Drew, NH Dept. of Environmental Serv.,
Concord, NH

Tom Deans, NH Fish & Game, Concord, NH

Tom Eastmn, The Mouintain Ear, Conway, NH

Tony Leiper, N. Sandwich, NH

Univ. Of Minn., Forestry Library, S. Paul, MN

Vincent Lunetta, State College, PA

Vincent Macllvain, Westport, CT

Warren & Leslie Shomaker, Jackson, NH

Wayne Kellner, Carlisle, MA

Wdgar Nutt, Benton, NH

Wilfred Bishop, Lincoln, NH

William Carney, Bow, NH

William Robin, Freyberg, ME

William Zeliff, Jackson, NH

Wm. Adam, Woodville, NH
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Woodrow Thomson, Maine Geological Survey,
Agusta, ME

B. OTHER SCOPING COMMENTS

The majority of the comments were in favor of
the project. The complete list of comments can
be found in the project file. Below are some
specific comments and how they are addressed
in the analysis.

B.1 Meeting Forest plan goals for an “ldeal
HMU”

What are the “diversity” goals in an “ideal”
HMU, how does the existing condition in the
project compare, and how close to that “ideal”
would the results of the project be?. What will
be the “before” and “after” percentages of old-
growth forests and other habitat maturity
types.

The habitat community/age class goals for an
“ideal” HMU are found in the White Mountain
National Forest Management Plan, p. III-13. A
comparison of the existing condition to the
Forest Plan “ideal” can be found in Appendix E
of this EA.

B.2 Logging Equipment

Oil spills from logging equipment could
adversely affect municipal water supplies in
the project area.

See §3.1.2 Water Resources for a discussion of
the Littleton Municipal Water Supply and its
relationship to the activities proposed in the
Nubble Project.

Logging equipment is not allowed to operate in
streams or riparian areas except for approved
crossings. If an oil spill were to occur, it would
be on dry land and would be cleaned up before
oil could migrate to a stream.

Oil spills have not been a problem in past sales.

What type of logging machinery (widths,
weights, function, etc.) will be used?

There are two kinds of equipment restrictions.
One is seasonal, winter, summer, and fall. The

seasons available for operations depends on
soil capability and vulnerability of tree trunks
top injury.

The other restrictions are the type or size of
equipment. This can be controlled in the
contract or when the purchaser seeks approval
for his temporary development and skidding
plans. In the Nubble project skidding in single
tree selection or thinning units is restricted to
equipment no wider than 9.5 feet and only after
mid summer. Also a forwarder (skidding type
machine that carries the logs on wheels rather
than dragging the ends on the ground) will be
required for stands 45,46 and 57 of
compartment 19, it will be restricted to the
winter season.

The timber sales are subdivided into units.
Before a purchaser is allowed to operate in a
unit they must give the sale administrator a
plan of how and where they will operate. The
type of equipment they intend to use is
consider along with the locations they request
to operate on. For example, the purchaser my
plan to use a mechanical harvester to fell the
trees. These usually require more operating
room, which may necessitate marking
additional trees. These harvesters however
usually do less damage to the residual trees left
in the stand. The administrator must consider
all these factors before approving the plan.

Wildlife

What are the cumulative effects of logging and
recreation on wildlife?

See §3.2.2, in the EA for a discussion on the

cumulative effects of logging and recreation on
wildlife.

Is anything being done in the project for
partridge and rabbit habitat?

Not specifically, but both species will benefit
from the creation of early-successional habitat
in Alternatives 2 and 3. See the Terrestrial
Wildlife Resources section of the EA (3.2.1).




B. 3 Buffer Zone

Although the area supports a “good deal of
human activity”, this wooded area should not
be treated as a “lost cause.” As much as
possible the area should be protected to act as a
“buffer zone for more sensitive areas.”

The Nubble project area is in Management
Areas 2.1 and 3.1. See Appendix C for a list of
Forest Plan goals and objectives for these
management areas. Activities (wildlife habitat
and timber management) proposed in this
project are appropriate to these management
area desired conditions (roaded natural and
semi-primitive motorized recreation
opportunities).

The purpose of this project is to implement the
Forest Plan on this piece of ground. Specific
needs identified to implement the Forest plan in
this area are to increase habitat community age-
class diversity, maintain an adequate
transportation for the activities that are
appropriate for these management areas, and
provide wood for the public. Managing the
Nubble project area as a “buffer zone for more
sensitive areas” is outside the stated purpose
and need for this project.

B.4 Sale Layout

How much sale layout has been done (before
during, and after scoping and the decision
notice) and have the trees been painted.

Prior to scoping fieldwork was accomplished to
identify, map and mark with ribbon, sensitive
areas and other factors that would limit
operations.  Also ground conditions were
surveyed to insure that the proposed stands
were suitable for harvesting operations. Field
trips were conducted by I D team members to
further define the proposed action, and develop
data or support needs for the analysis.

After scoping, treatment boundaries were
defined in detail then painted. Then individual
trees within these units were marked according

to the proposed action prescription. These
activities do not constitute the implementation
of a decision on the ground. However, they
allow the Forest Service to utilize resources that
would otherwise be idle. If a decision to
implement an alternative other than the
proposed action were to be made, appropriate
steps would be taken to reflect the decision on
the ground (remarking).

C. COOPERATING AGENCIES
C.1 Federal — U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

The Forest Service works in close cooperation
with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
(USFWS). On 23 September 1999, the White
Mountain National Forest entered into formal
consultation with the USFWS regarding the
potential effects to federally-listed threatened
and endangered species from continued
implementation of the WMNF Forest Plan.
Formal consultation was concluded in 2000,
when the USFWS issued their Biological
Opinion (BO). The Forest Plan was amended in
2001 to include the terms and conditions of the
BO. Management activities proposed under the
Nubble Vegetation Management project are
subject to the terms and conditions of the BO.

D.2 State of New Hampshire Historic
Preservation Office

The Forest Service has received concurrence
from the Deputy State Historic Preservation
Officer concerning the cultural sites in the
Nubble project area pertaining to the protection
of identified historic sites, and that the
undertaking, as proposed, will have ‘no
adverse effect,” pursuant to 36 CFR Part 800.5,
on any properties or districts that are listed in
or may be eligible for the National Register, nor
properties of known or potential architectural,
historical, archaeological or cultural
significance, if the work is done as discussed
(CRRR# 01-01-114, 02/28/03; CRRR# 02-01-115,
08/29/02).




