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FIRE EFFECTS IN SOUTHERN HARDWOODS
E. RICHARD ToOLE AND J. S. MCKNIGHT *

Much of the bottom-land hardwood forest in the Mississippi
Delta has burned repeatedly during occasional severe droughts
that create extreme fire hazards. The efforts of forestry agencies
are reducing the acreage burned. Even so, every person interested
in forestry should become familiar with fire damage in this hard-
wood type. A single fire in a bottom-land stand can completely
undo 20 or 30 years of careful management,

THE STURDIVANT FIRE

In November 1952, a fire swept over a tract in the Yazoo-
Mississippi Delta. It might have been just another fire, except
that it happened to burn in a stand where the Southern Forest
Experiment Station had laid out an experiment to measure the
growth of well-managed hardwoods. The fire knocked out the
growth study, but it led, directly and indirectly, to improved know-
ledge about the effects of fire, and to suggestions for handling
damaged timber, '

The fire began early one morning and was not brought under
control until early the next morning, by which time it had burned
nearly 1,200 acres. As with most large blazes, it was hotter on
some areas than on others, and hence caused varying degrees of
damage to the timber. From all appearances, though, the damage
on the 70-acre experimental area was typical of that over the en-
tire tract.

At the time they burned, these 70 acres were beginning to
show the benefits of an improvement cut made 5 years before. The
main stand consisted of about 111 trees per acre that ranged in
diameter from 6 to 26 inches. Three-fourths of these trees were
vigorous and clean boled, likely to produce high-quality wood
rapidly. In addition, a generous stand of seedlings and saplings
was growing thriftily in openings where mature or low-grade
trees had been logged or used for firewood.

The fire virtually wiped out this promising young growth. All
seedlings and saplings up to one inch in diameter were killed out-
right. Trees between 1 and 2 inches in diameter did not fare much
better: two-thirds of them were killed and most of the rest were
damaged. Among trees between 3 and 5 inches in diameter, mor-
tality was 85 percent.

But the worst damage, at least in terms of immediate financial
loss, was to larger trees. Where the fire ran with the wind (head
fire), or where logging slash from the improvement cut increased
the fuel supply, 33 percent of the trees larger than 6 inches in di-
ameter were killed outright. Of the larger trees that had been
classed before the fire as having exceptional promise, 9 out of 10
were killed or damaged severely.

* Delta Research Center of the Scuthern Forest Experiment Station,
Stoneville, Miss., in cooperation with the Mississippi Agricultural Experiment
Station and the Southern Hardwood Forest Research Group. The Southern
Forest Experiment Station is a part of the Forest Service, U. S. Department
of Agriculture.
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2 FIRE CONTROL NOTES

Where the fire burned across or against the wind (flank or
backing fires), or where there was no slash, damage was some-
what less. Even where the flames were least hot, however, 20 per-
cent of the high-grade trees were either killed or damaged so badly
tlgatdit was no longer a paying proposition to keep them in the
stand.

Of course, there will be new growth to replace the loss in the
seedling sizes. One year after the fire, over 3,000 sprouts or seed-
lings per acre were found. Nevertheless, the fire set the seedling
and sapling stand back at least 5 years, and it will take 60 or 70
years to replace the larger high-quality stems that were killed or
damaged.

DAMAGE TO INDIVIDUAL TREES

Trees that are not killed by fire may be severely damaged
that they have little, if any, value. The bark on at least one side
is usually burned and charred; at first glance this often appears to
be unimportant (fig. 1). However, when these trees are examined
more closely, it is found that the charred bark adheres to dead
wood. By the third year rot will start its work.

It may take as long as 4 years after a fire for rot to
reach the heartwood, but once there it will spread steadily upward
at rates varying from a few inches to nearly a foot a year. Thus
what should be the most valuable part of a tree is rendered com-
pletely worthless after 15 to 20 years.

The amount of rot to be expected in the butt log of a tree de-
pends largely on the size of the original wound and the time
elapsed since the fire. When over 100 wounded {rees were ex-
amined shortly after the Sturdivant fire, it was found that in
white oaks and bitter pecan the area of the wound was nearly the
same as the area of the bark char (ratio 1:1). In red oaks, the
wound was generally 214 times as high as the bark char, though
tlﬁe Vslrlidth of red oak wounds was about the same as the width of
the char.

SHOULD DAMAGED TREES BE KEPT IN THE STAND?

Death in larger hardwood trees can be determined without much
trouble. But when a valuable tree is only wounded, the forest
manager must decide if he can safely leave it for further growth
or if he should salvage it before decay sets in. Experience with
the Sturdivant fire yielded some suggestions for cruising or mark-
ing fire-damaged hardwood timber,
Trees killed or seriously damaged by the fire should be sal-
vaged as soon as is feasible, with due consideration for the cutting
cycle, and the vigor and length of stem of each affected tree. But
generally a tree should be salvaged if:
1. The bark is charred for more than 6 feet above the stump
(regardless of the width of the char).

2. The char extends around more than half of the tree’s cir-
cumference and reaches more than 215 feet above the
stump.
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In estimating the extent of rot behind older wounds, and the
rot to be expected in the future, it is helpful to keep in mind that,
on the average:

1. Eot does not start in the heartwood until 4 years after a
re.

Wounds less than 2 inches wide are not important as a

source of rot.

Rot exceeds hollow length about 2 feet.

Rot exceeds butt bulge about 314 feet.

In 10 years, rot will extend 1145 feet above the original

scar if about 14, of the tree’s circumference was damaged.

If more than 14, of the circumference was damaged, the

rot may go higher.

FIRE ALwAYS HURTS HARDWOODS

The Sturdivant fire was put out more than 8 years ago, but
research on it and other burns has settled once and for all some
facts that seem obvious but are often forgotten. In hardwoods,
there is no such thing as a harmless fire. All fires fry the repro-
duction and wound the larger trees. Any wound bigger than a
silver dollar is probably going to admit rot that will surely destroy
the valuable butt log.

Hardwoods are indeed hapless in the face of fire.

Fubw o
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Tractor Til¥ Indicator

H. A. Yocum has designed and installed a simple device on our erawler
tractor that indicates the angle of tilt on a side slope. This practical indicator
may be more useful than most of the commercial tilt indicators available. It
particularly lends itself to adaptation for the wide range of stability between
the various tractors used by the service.

The device is a plumb bob that swings inside a slotted bar with a dial
behind the plumb bob. The plumb bob swings from the hood above the instru-
ment panel. The slotted bar is fastened to the hood with brackets and bolts
holding it tight against the instrument panel. This bar prevents the plumb
bob from swinging away from the instrument panel when the tractor is
traveling upgrade.

The dial consists of five segments of a circle painted in three colors on
the instrument panel. The extreme limits of the green center segment indi-
cate 15-percent slope; of the two yellow segments, 30-percent; and of the two
red segments, 45-percent. This calibration allows a large safety factor. On
other tractors, and under other operating conditions, a different calibration
may be preferred.

While the plumb bob is swinging in the green, no special safety pre-
cautions are required of the operator. When it swings into the yellow, he is
required to start slowing down from maximum operating speed. When it
swings into the red, he should come to a stop or nearly so, pick a less pre-
cipitous route, and proceed at a speed of not over one mile per hour until
safer ground is reached.

There is a slight amount of friction between the guide bar and the
plumb bob except when the tractor is perfectly level. The plumb bob won’t
hang up, however, even when the tractor is going up or down very steep
slopes, because the constant movement and vibration of the machine con-
tinually shakes it free.

This device has worked satisfactorily, and we feel it can be effective in
reducing potential tip-overs, and is particularly useful for operator training
purposes.—H. H. MUNTZ, Southern Forest Experiment Station.



RADIO TRANSMISSION CHECKER

JOHN BARKDULL
Communications Technician, Boise National Forest, R-}
The radio transmission checker, as illustrated, has been made
and used extensively in Region 4 and was found to be satisfactory.

It is also used with an amphenol 83-1J connector for checking an-
tenna cables. The cost of the unit is approximately $1. This
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checker will give nontechnical personnel a simple visual means for
determining whether the portable radio transmitter is operating
with normal output.
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SIMPLIFICATION IN DISPATCH SYSTEMS

MAX A. BRADLEY AND GILBERT I. STEWART

Michigan Forest Fire Experiment Station, Michigan Department
of Conservation

From the beginning, organized forest fire control in North
America has depended upon fire detection and map systems. These,
differing somewhat in detail according to the agencies involved,
have remained basically the same, Detection has come chiefly by
actual observation of fires from elevated positions—ultimately
towers-—strategically located. Fire finding instruments have also
differed greatly, even though variations are chiefly refinements.
All detection systems utilize “cross shots” from two or more
towers measured in azimuth directions. When these readings are
plotted on a dispatch map at some headquarters, the map location
of a fire is established. Until this is done, initial action on sup-
pression cannot be undertaken efficiently. However, once the map
position is established, a great deal of efficient action can start
promptly, for not only is the location known, but also associated
information is available immediately dealing chiefly with base
features, forest cover, and water supplies.

Functions of detection cannot be separated from those of dis-
patch, and good map systems constitute the basis of all effort in
these fields. Completeness and accuracy are essential in maps
themselves, but equally important is the accuracy of plotting
azimuth readings from tower sightings.

Almost without exception surfaces of dispatch maps have
been dominated by azimuth circles stamped, printed, or pasted
upon them, the center of each circle indicating the position of a
tower. In those instances where towers were located fairly near
each other, circles overlapped or became so numerous that base
features were seriously blocked out. Usually, reconstructions of
tower readings were made with cords stretched from the centers
of the azimuth circles concerned, and crossed to establish the map
positions of fire. Even though the desired results were obtained in
establishing positions of fires, many disadvantages have been
recognized.

The Michigan Department of Conservation recently under-
took to investigate means of improving instrumentation of fire
detection, as well as map systems employed in dispatch. Investiga-
tive work was broken down info two major phases; fire finding
instruments and map systems.

Improved types of fire finding instruments were reported
upon in Fire Control Notes for April 1955. Work progressed simul-
taneously on map systems, and in May 1955 all map methods exist-
ing prior to that time were declared obsolete, to be supplanted by
a new system as soon as replacement maps could be issued.
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SELECTING AND TRAINING DISTRICT FIRE WARDENS

" FraNcis L. CoYLE
Forestry Aid, Mio Ranger District, Lower Mich. National Forest

A successful warden force depends upon the men selected.
They should be picked for leadership, ability to get along with
people, geographic location, availability, and willingness to co-
operate with the Forest Service. Just because a man lives in an
area where a warden is needed and has a telephone does not make
him a competent warden. Even if he has had experience on fires
and is well acquainted with his zone, if he is unwilling to cooperate
or to follow orders he is of little use.

After selection the warden’s importance in the fire suppres-
sion program should be made clear to him. He should know that
he was selected because he is respected by his neighbors, because
of leadership abilities, because of good judgment, and because of
willingness to cooperate. District personnel should visit their war-
dens when in the locality whether during the fire season or not.
Regardless of the occupation a warden may have—farmer, busi-
nessman, logger, or resort owner—he should know we are inter-
ested in him and are depending on him. His Fire Warden sign
should be prominently displayed, and his fire cache box should be
kept in a neat condition.

To train new wardens and to bring experienced wardens up
to date, warden mestings are usually held annually. An all day
meeting should be planned to present the latest skills, techniques,
and new equipment for fire fighting. Although our wardens do not
receive pay either for their time or mileage, we have almost 100
percent attendance. This is in spite of the fact that some of the
wardens drive 30 miles one way and most of them lose a day’s
work. This is partly because our wardens realize we are proud of
them-—and we don’t hesitate to tell them so!

The first hour is usually spent in introductions; in passing
out warden cards, books of burning permits, franked envelopes,
and zone maps; and in having the wardens sigh equipment agree-
ments.

Next on the program is a discussion of last year’s fires. Here
again the wardens’ work is stressed. Specific techniques that have
proved helpful are pointed out. This leads logically to future work
and methods by which the wardens can assist us in prevention as
well as fire suppression. These include talking to people, posting
fire prevention material in their zones, and advising their neigh-
bors when it is safe or unsafe to burn. Fire fighters frequently
have suggestions of value and their comments are encouraged.

If time is left before lunch, a movie on fire can be shown.
Since new films are available, the same film should not be shown:
year after year.

21



22 FIRE CONTROL NOTES

After lunch take the wardens for a field demonstration on
new equipment acquired since the last meeting. The men should
be given a chance to use the equipment and to ask questions about
its use. If new equipment or tools have not been acquired, the
wardens can be organized for a project fire setup. Select a fire boss
and explain the project through him. Instruct the group on how
the fire boss should select his sectors and appoint such assistants
as sector bosses, line bosses, tractor and tanker unit bosses, time-
keeper, and radio operators. Each position and the reason for
each one should be explained ; maps and blackboard can be used to
illustrate reasons for deployment of men and equipment. This
simulated exercise can be made movre interesting by such activities
as having spot fires occur, and studying wind shifts. Questions
and comments should be encouraged. In inclement weather this
project can be held indoors.

No demonstration should last more than 2 hours. The final
2 hours of the meeting should be an open discussion. The wardens
should know that we will support them. They have authority to
issue burning permits, they may refuse permits if they believe it
unsafe to burn. Also if some people in their zones burn promis-
cuously, we will do all we can to prevent further violations even if
court action is necessary. At this time the wardens are asked to
present their particular problems and we answer their questions if
possible. If not, we get the answer for them at the first opportun-
ity. Wardens should be asked for comments, suggestions, and
criticism on the work of the Forest Service in fire prevention and
control. The meeting should stop early enough so that those who
have important chores, especially farm ones, can get home tc do
them. But anyone who still has questions can stay for help in their
solution.

After the warden force has been set up, the wardens should
be used as much as possible. They should be dispatched on any fire
in their zones, even though a Forest Service crew could handle the
fire. The wardens should also be used as reinforcement in adjoin-
ing zones; they should be utilized as much as possible as line or
sector bosses on project fires. A good warden force can easily be-
come a poor one, especially if fires oceur in the wardens’ zones and
they are not used. Proper selection, training, and use of district
fire wardens will result in a good warden force.

&,






ADJUSTABLE TRAILER HITCH ASSEMBLY
FOR STAKE TRUCKS

CLAUDE L. SMITH
Equipment Repairman, Michigan Department of Conservation

Fire control people frequently find they need to enlarge their
truck fleet in high hazard periods by renting private trucks.
Among the jobs for these rented units is delivery of trailer-mount-
ed fire pumps, plows, and pipe and hose outfits to fire locations.

Our Norway station requested a trailer hitch assembly that
could be easily installed and removed from any stake truck they
might procure for temporary fire duty. We made up the illustrated
hitch in 1953 (figs. 1 and 2) and in 1955 produced 20 additional
units for use at other stations.
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F1qUrRE 1.—Construction details of adjustable trailer hitch assembly.

This hitch is easily fastened (without boring holes) to the
stringers of a stake truck by use of clamp plates. Several holes in
the clamp plate and in the upright angle iron permit adjustment
to a snug fit over the stringers. Holes drilled in the upright angle
iron permit setting the hitch at the desired height. Extra holes
drilled in the crosspiece of the hitch permit adjusting the width
to the varying width between truck stringers. '
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FIRE CONTROL PRACTICES: A TRAINING COURSE

CRAIG A. GIFFEN
Assistant District Ranger, Tahoe National Forest

For the past two years the Tahoe National Forest has used a
different approach to fire control training at its annual fire train-
ing meeting. Several phases are integrated into one basic course
for first and second year fire protection personnel. Classes are
limited to five or gix trainees each so that individual trainees can
actively participate.

Prior to use of this method our fire training meetings depend-
ed on the lecture-demonstration type of class. Fire behavior, line
location, line construction, initial attack procedure, mopup prac-
tices, and other courses were taught to groups of 20 to 40 trainees
Attempts were made to encourage individual trainee participation,
but in too many cases most trainee activity was confined to looking
and listening. Even the final crew-sized fire, culmination of our
fire training meeting, took on the appearance of a demonstration
for spectators. There was simply no opportunity for large num-
bers of trainees to actively participate,

Our new technique, called the “Fire Control Practices” course,
is alloted about 3 days of our normal 4-day training meeting. A
short orientation lecture and a required course in use of basic fire
fighting handtools must precede it.

The 40 to 60 first and second year men attending are divided
into groups of about 6 trainees each. Each group is assigned to an
instructor who is-assisted by a ‘“demonstrator” and a ‘“fire stop-
per.” The more experienced personnel either attend specialized
classes designed for their particular needs or they serve as demon-
strators and fire stoppers.

The “Fire Control Practices” course aims to teach the prin-
ciples of fire control by the use of many separate lessons. Each
lesson stresses one principle or basic point in fire behavior, line
location, line construction, initial attack, or mopup. Every lesson
uses an actual fire. For the first several lessons very small fires
are sufficient, maybe only a foot or two across, but the fires and
the smoke are real. With classes small, interest is high. Informal
explanation is necessary, to be sure, but an outdoor laboratory
with lots of small fires is the key; individual trainee participation
becomes a reality.

The first lesson might logically be a demonstration of fire be-
havior under the simplest possible conditions: No wind, no slope,
and fuel of pure type and of uniform density and moisture. Grass
or pine needles are very satisfactory and provide a good base for
discussing the fuel-heat-oxygen triangle. The fire is started and
the even rate of spread from the center in all directions is pointed
out. The instructor asks for questions and answers them but does
not become involved in other principles at this time. Handling
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these is planned for subsequent lessons. The instructor does not
even put the fire out. He simply moves his class away from the
area and his fire stopper steps in behind and mops up. If trainees
are permitted to observe the suppression action, they will think
about other things instead of the basic lesson at hand. Next, a
trainee repeats the process with his own small fire and explana-
tion. A critique completes lesson one.

The second lesson could demonstrate the effect of different
fuel types or different fuel density on the rate of spread. An actual
fire is used to show how heavier or sparser fuels affect its spread.
No doubt the instructor will have to prepare his fuels a bit so that
the principle can be adequately demonstrated under simple condi-
tions. Slope, wind, and other factors should remain unchanged
and should not affect the demonstration. Only one principle should
be stressed. After questions have been answered, the group moves
away from the fire. And again a trainee, preferably a different
one, prepares similar conditions, lights his fire, and proceeds with
a full explanation and demonstration of the principle involved.
The critique completes the lesson.

Additional lessons in fire behavior follow, but each successive
lesson stresses only one basic principle, Points which have been
previously covered may be referred to as they relate to a current
lesson, but principles reserved for future lessons should not be
discussed until their time. Wind, slope, and fuel moisture can be
covered in whichever order the instructor prefers. Sometimes
windy conditions in the field will make it difficult to isolate this
factor, but at least its influence can be seen and explained. Our
experience has been that a good instructor can handle such unfore-
seen occurrences without excessive trouble. If the day is calm,
wind can be generated by a portable fan and battery.

It is important that each trainee gets several opportunities to
participate actively in both demonstration and explanation. This
method of instruction with trainee participation is basically simi-
lar to the four-step method: )

1. Instructor outlines the conditions and the lesson to be

learned. ’

2. Instructor starts his fire and explains the key point.

3. Trainee presents similar conditions, starts his own fire,

and explains the key point.

4, Follow-up is accomplished back on the ranger district as

employee puts training into practice on going fires.

After the class has covered the basic points of fire behavior,
the instructor proceeds, one point at a time, through the principles
of line location. He explains how the various principles of fire
behavior just learned affect the location of firelines. The presence
of natural barriers, heavy or flash fuel, the proximity of slope, the
problem of a fire just starting up both sides of a draw, and the
effect of rolling material on a slope are just a few of the factors
influencing line location that can be demonstrated by small fires.

The demonstrator should actually build what line is necessary,
while the instructor explains the theory of a particular piece of
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line location but does not mention line building techniques. As
lessons in line location progress, larger fires may be necessary so
that realistic conditions can be had. Nevertheless, for each lesson
a trainee should be required to move to a new spot (already picked
out for proper conditions), light a new fire, and thoroughly ex-
plain the principle involved. He should use the demonstrator for
actual line building just as the instructor did. And, of course, a
critique is still necessary to conclude the lesson.

After several lessons in line location, the class may progress
to the methods of line construction. As successive lessons are in-
troduced the four-step method of instruction is adjusted somewhat
in order that all trainees may participate in each line construction
problem. Trainee activity is very closely supervised in these les-
sons since the demonstrator is able to spend part of his time assist-
ing the instructor in the correction of unsound work methods.
Fires are permitted to become larger now and the instructor is
teaching basic points of the one-lick, progressive, and leap frog
methods of line construction. Since trainees have been introduced
to the use of basic tools in a previous course, line construction
lessons move along fairly rapidly with plenty of fire and lots of
smoke. Mopup work is still done by the fire stopper who may now
have a small tanker at his disposal, but all trainees work on the
control line.

By now trainees are beginning to perspire and they may even
develop a smoke eater’s cough. Small groups and many fires have
made possible an understanding never before reached by spectator
training.

The instructor has now had a couple of days to size up his
crew and to determine how much more training they can take and
at what speed. Principles of initial attack and mopup are still to
come. Perhaps several major points can now be stressed in each
lesson. Perhaps even more flexibility can be introduced into the
mechanics of the four-step method of instruction. The course is
brought to an end with two or three one-man fires of good size on
which everybody mops up after initial control has been achieved.

Three days are really not enough for this type of course. Four
or five days would probably be sufficient but are seldom available.
Nevertheless, we feel that three days of instruction as described
herein buys a lot more trainee understanding than three days of
classroom theory and a moderate amount of spectator training.

Every reader knows, of course, that the success or failure of
the “Fire Control Practices” course rests almost entirely on the
caliber of the instructor, because of the large number of critical
points involved. The very nature of the course requires that one
instructor and one demonstrator stay with the class for the full
time. They can maintain the continuity of the course and at the
same time use as valuable training aids questions and happenings
that occur. Then, too, instruction will be far more effective if the
teacher is able to adjust the speed of instruction to the learning
capabilities of his group. Such adjustment is impossible where
instructors are changed during the course.






VARIATIONS IN BACKFIRING IN THE SOUTH

R. J. RIEBOLD
Forest Supervisor, South Caroline National Forests

When large-scale fire protection in the Southeast began about
1933, grass fires in 1-year roughs on cutover longleaf land were
whipped out with pine tops or swatters. As fire protection succeed-
ed, pine reproduction came in and dense stands of seedlings and
saplings were formed over large areas. By 1943 the growth of
reproduction had been accompanied by the growth of a dense
hardwood understory and the accumulation of deep layers of pine
needle fuels, often draped head high on the understory brush.
Accumulation of light flash fuels alone amounted to 10 to 20 tons
per acre (4).! These conditions led to prescribed burning for fuel
reduction and hardwood control (1, 2, 7). In combination with
other factors, they also led to the development and widespread use
of the tractor-plow outfit (5, 6). Standard practice today in the
Coastal Plain forests is generally to stop the forward movement of
the head of a fire by plowing a line in front of it, backfiring, and
holding the plowed line. The control line is located far enough in
advance of the fire so that the backfire and the head fire meet 25
to B0 feet from the control line. Ordinarily, little difficulty is ex-
perienced in holding the line.

When burning conditions become severe, however, surface
fires burn harder and crown occasionally. Exceptionally dry con-
ditions are sometimes coupled with erratic fire behavior. Speaking
of conditions on the Francis Marion National Forest in South
Carolina in 1950, Byram and Nelson (3) said: ‘It should be em-
phasized again that the changing fuel and stand types occurring
in the Southeast may be a necessary condition for the large whirl-
ing fires which burned in South Carolina last year. These fires
burned in dense stands of reproduction (predominantly loblolly
pine) in which the compact crowns constituted the main source of
fuel. In turn, the availability of this green fuel for combustion
was increased by an unstable atmosphere plus a high rate of
energy release in the ground fuels.”

Under severe burning conditions the commonly used single
backfire set from the control line fails in many cases to hold the
head fires. The usual meeting place of head fire and backfire is too
close to the control line. With backfires moving at the rate of
about 1 chain per hour and head fires advancing at rates of 1 to 4
miles per hour, there is simply not time enough for the width of
the burned out strip to be increased sufficiently merely by the
burning of the backfire away from the control line. The need to
increase this width, to place the meeting of head fire and backfire
farther from the control line, has led fire control men to devise
variations in backfiring practice. Those described here have been
used on the Francis Marion National Forest. Probably similar
variations have been developed on other fire control units through-
out the South.

*Ttalic numbers in parentheses refer to Literature Cited, p. 33.
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One variation is termed “parallel backfiring.” Instead of
merely firing along the control line, an additional line of backfire
is set between the head fire and the control line and roughly
parallel to it. The first torchman works 50 to 100 feet from the
control line and between it and the head fire. The second torchman
fires the control line about 100 feet behind the first torchman, or
close enough to keep the interior backfire from sweeping up to the
control line and crossing it. Both men move in the same direction.
This method puts the meeting place of head fire and backfire about
twice as far from the control line as the usual practice does. It
tends to reduce the heat and smoke along the control line because
the two backfires draw together.

A second variation, called “delaying backfire,” is similar to
parallel backfiring. Its purpose is the same: to cause a crowning
head fire to stop for lack of fuel at a greater and safer distance
from the control line. The delaying backfire is set 5 to 20 chains
from the control line instead of 50 to 100 feet as in parallel back-
firing. The method of firing is the same. The control line is fired
in the usual manner to hold the leeward edge of the delaying back-
fire, which, in the distance indicated, may acquire considerable
volume and velocity. )

Another variation, also intended to break the forward move-
ment of the head of a fire, is “perpendicular backfiring.” Two
torchmen, 100 feet to 100 yards apart, move out from the place on
the control line where the center of the head will probably hit and
set backfire squarely into the wind toward the head of the fire.
When they have gone as far toward the head of the fire as they
safely can, they turn away from each other and return to the con-
trol line along the flanks of their backfires. The control line is
fired in the ordinary manner. The two strips of backfire, advanc-
ing and spreading, break up the head of the fire at a good distance
from the control line.

The movement of men setting backfires between the control
line and the head of the fire is, of course, hazardous. Such work is
to be undertaken only by experienced men, directed by experienced
fire bosses, and supported by well-trained, well-organized crews.
The woods must be fairly open and free from brush so the men
can see and move. A great deal of danger is always present when
men are in front of crown fires or fast moving surface fires. A
crew of men strung out along a singly fired line in front of a head
fire is placed in greater jeopardy than is usually realized. The
burned out strip is necessarily shallow and the meeting of the
backfire with the head fire may take place close to the line. The
men are subjected to great heat and possibly flames. There is con-
siderable likelihood that the woods behind them will ignite and
their escape routes be closed. Backfiring methods which stop the
head fire at a greater distance from the manned control line actual-
ly increase the safety of the men holding the line.

The meeting of head fire and backfire causes a tremendous
updraft of heat and flame, which often result in a strip of complete
kill, even when the head fire alone is not hot enough to do so. Sev-

y
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eral variations in backfiring have been employed or suggested to
eliminate this belt of severe damage. The commonest is to use a
road as the fireline and let the head fire come up to the road with-
out backfiring at all. Since the clearing widths for most State,
county and national-forest roads is from 30 to 80 feet, this “width
of no fuel” is often sufficient. When it is not, Forester John T.
Hills, Jr., who has had many years of fire suppression experience
on the Francis Marion, suggests that the width of no fuel can be
increased by plowing a line and burning out a 50 or 60 foot strip
on the side of the road away from the fire. The added width would
give the same effect as a backfire burned out 100 to 150 feet from
the control line. However, the head fire would burn up to the road,
instead of meeting a backfire, and, consequently, no strip of severe
damage would occur.

The same result has been obtained with two plowed lines. If
two tractor plows are available, paralleling lines 100 feet to 100
yvards apart are plowed in front of the head fire. Instead of back-
firing the inner line toward the head fire, the space between the
two plowed lines is burned out in strips as in prescribed burning.
The head fire burns up to the area of no fuel and stops. There is
no moving backfire for it to meet and, again, no strip of complete
kill occurs.

Pond pine and titi bays throughout the longleaf-loblolly pine
stands create special backfiring problems. Most of the time trac-
tor-plow outfits cannot cross the bays, and control lines must be
cut around them. In dry times the bays can be plowed but back-
firing in the dense undergrowth is hazardous even on the flanks
and rear of a fire. Because prescribed burning for fuel reduction
cannot be used in the bays, they may have a 20-year fuel accumula-
tion. Rate of spread of the backfire may be slow and the burn-out
incomplete, but a shift of the wind can cause both crew and plow
to be trapped in an area of heavy brush and heavy fuel.

To deal with such a condition, Fire Control Aid James Parker
used the following method. He sent the tractor-plow about 150
yards into the bay without plowing, merely breaking down brush.
He then had it turn and plow out on the same line, returning to a
safe place on the edge of the bay. About 100 yards of this line was
backfired. When the backfire had burned out to a safe distance
from the line, he sent the plow in again to repeat the maneuver.
Each time, the plow returned to a safely burned out part of the
line bafore the line ahead wag backfired. The tractor-plow was
thus not at any time at the end of a plow line in very thick brush
while a long line of backfire was being set behind it. This method
requires time and is not suited to stopping a fast-moving head fire.
It does provide greater safety for men and equipment in an area
of high hazard.

-The successful execution of these variations in backfiring re-
quires not only boldness and skill on the part of the men but a
higher degree of organization, training, and discipline on the part
of the whole attack force than is generally found in hastily mo-
bilized crews of untrained volunteers. :
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Demerol Te Kill Pain

Where there have been accidents,
demerol has relieved pain and stop-
ped a lot of suffering. Use demerol
only when pain is severe and im-
mediate relief not available. Never
use it for skull fractures or illness.
Avoid freezing and demerol will last
indefinitely.

Distribute your supply for ready
availability on field jobs. If demerol
is stored in regional and supervisor’s
offices, it does little good. Place it
where work ecrews and fire fighters
may benefit from its use.

So far demerol packaging has been
fragile. On the Superior National
Forest this difficulty has been over-
come by developing a % by 63%-inch
metal tube with a cork in each end.
The demerol is then inserted in the
tube with cotton pads on either end.
To get the demerol out of the tube
easily, one cork has a wire pull ring
to which is attached a string tied to
the demerol vial. Each tube has in-
structions for wuse. Administer as
shown in the six easy steps,
IMPORTANT: ALWAYS HOLD
GLASS VIAL IN “BOTTOMS-UP”
POSITION ABOVE NEEDLE
WHEN ADMINISTERING. (The lig-
uid is forced out by compressed gas.
If not bottoms-up, gas will escupe
without forcing out liquid.)

1. After thoroughly cleansing the
injection area with soap and water,
aleohol, or other disinfectant, grasp
hub. of needle between the thumb and
index finger.

2. Remove needle cover by twisting.

3. Insert needle into body in almost
any place. Preferred spots are mus-
cles of upper arm, thigh, calf, but-
tocks, abdomen.

4, Squeeze before injecting fluid by
flattening rubber tube just above
needle hub, then release tube. If
needle unfortunately strikes a vein,
blood will show at top of needle hub
and needle must be inserted again.

5, If no blood shows, break ampin
tip inside rubber tube like breaking a
matchstick with the fingers.

6. Allow to remain until complete
dose has been expelled.

NOTICE: Some of the possible
side effects that may accompany use
of demerol are dizziness, nausea or
vomiting, face flushing, profuse sweat-
ing, dryness of mouth, and weakness.
These are not abnormal and can be
prevented usually by keeping patient
in prome position,




INFORMATION FOR CONTRIBUTORS

It is requested that all contributions be submitted in duplicate,
typed double space, and with no paragraphs breaking over to the
next page.

The title of the article should be typed in capitals at the top of the
first page, and immediately underneath it should appear the author’s
name, position, and unit.

Any introductory or explanatory information should not be included
in thei body of the article, but should be stated in the letter of trans-
mittal,

Illustrations, whether drawings or photographs, should have clear
detail and tell a story. Only glossy prints are acceptable. Legends for
illustrations should be typed in the manuscript immediately following
the paragraph in which the illustration is first mentioned, the legend
being separated from the text by lines both above and below. Illustra-
tions should be labeled “figures” and numbered consecutively. All dia-
grams should be drawn with the type page proportions in mind, and
lettered so as to permit reduction. In mailing, illustrations should be
placed between cardboards held together with rubber bands. Paper
clips should never be used.

When Forest Service photographs are submitted, the negative num-
ber should be indicated with the legend to aid in later identification
of the illustrations. When pictures do not carry Forest Service num-
bers, the source of the picture should be given, so that the negative
may be located if it is desired.

India ink line drawings will reproduce properly, but no prints

(black-line prints or blueprints) will give clear reproduction. Please
therefore submit well-drawn tracings instead of prints.




M 0nly you can

PREVENT FOREST FIRES!
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