
Executive Summary for the Pacific Northwest Recreation Resource Advisory 
Council 
 
Site:  Yakima River Canyon Recreation Complex 
Site Type:  Standard and Expanded Amenity 
Proposed Action:  Increase in Expanded Amenity Fee 
Recommended Fees:  See attached fee schedule comparison. 
 
Site Description 
The Bureau of Land Management Yakima River Canyon Recreation Complex is made up 
of 4 recreation sites located along Highway 821 in the scenic Yakima River Canyon.  
Umtanum, Lmuma Creek, Big Pines and Roza recreation sites are all river access sites, 
offering day use and camping opportunities in the 27 mile canyon between Ellensburg 
and Yakima, Washington.  The sites are open year-round, but fees are currently only 
charged from May 15 through September 15 each year.  A daily site use fee is charged 
per vehicle, which covers overnight use as well.  In addition, a Seasonal Use Pass sticker 
is available for more frequent Canyon visitors.  Fees are paid at self-service pay stations 
at each site and payment at one site allows us of all four locations for that day.  
Maintenance, visitor contact and fee administration is managed by one seasonal 
recreation technician during the fee season.  The four sites offer reduced services during 
winter months. 
 
Fee Assessment 
The overnight fee is proposed to be increased in order to continue to maintain and 
enhance the Yakima River Canyon Complex sites' high quality recreation opportunities, 
and to charge a similar overnight fee as nearby public and private campgrounds. An 
overnight fee of $15/night will be closer to current market value for overnight use, and 
will be a small increase to what visitors are currently paying for overnight stays.  The 
overnight fee will also include day use for the rest of the day that visitors check out of 
their campsite. 
 
The America the Beautiful Senior, Access and Annual Interagency passes are also 
accepted at the four BLM Yakima River Canyon Complex fee sites.  These passes permit 
free use of the sites for Standard Amenity Day Use fees.  The America the Beautiful 
Access and Senior passes allow a 50% discount for overnight use (see fee schedule 
details, below).   
 
Background 
The overnight expanded amenity fee will be separated from the current daily standard 
amenity fee, in order to clarify site fees for the public. Since 1997, BLM Yakima River 
Canyon sites have been in the "Standard Amenity" category, with only a daily use fee 
charged, although there are a small number of developed campsites at three of the four 
recreation sites.  In spring 2008, BLM will be improving facilities at the newest 
recreation site, Big Pines.  The improvements will upgrade the facilities available to more 
closely resemble those at the other sites in the Complex.  Improvements will also increase 
the number of developed campsites available to the public (increase from 18 to 59 



campsites). Clarifying the fees at the four sites as: "Daily Standard Amenity fee" and 
"Overnight Expanded Amenity fee" sites will meet Federal Lands Recreation 
Enhancement Act (REA) requirements and will better help to define overnight 
opportunities and fees for visitors, and provide BLM management and law enforcement 
with additional tools for managing the sites. 
 
Public Involvement 
Public involvement regarding fees will be conducted as per REA guidelines.  In March 
2008, BLM management met with Kittitas and Yakima Country Commissioners to 
discuss the fee increase proposal.  Commissioners had few comments regarding BLM 
management in the Yakima River Canyon, and supported the fee increase in light of the 
improvements BLM continues to make at the sites.  BLM also compared fees charged by 
similar private camp areas in the nearby areas, and the Commissioners supported the fee 
increase and BLM’s efforts at communicating with the counties.  The four BLM fee sites 
within the Yakima River Canyon Recreation Complex were posted with information 
explaining the proposed fee increases the week of March 24, 2008.  A news release was 
placed in the local newspapers the following week.   
 
Fee Schedule Comparison 
The fee schedule comparison outlines the existing and proposed increases for standard 
and expanded amenity recreation fees at Yakima River Canyon Recreation Complex 
sites. 
 
Standard Amenity Recreation Fee – No Change 
 Existing Fees Proposed Fees (no change) 
Daily Passenger Vehicle $5 $5 
Daily Seasonal Use Pass 
(does not apply to overnight 
use) 

$25 $25 

America the Beautiful Pass 
(Senior, Access and Annual 
Passes) 

$0 $0 

 
Expanded Amenity Recreation Fee 
 Existing Fees Proposed Fees 
Overnight Fee ** $5 per day ($10/overnight) $15 per night 
America the Beautiful Pass 
(Access and Senior Passes) 

$5.00 per night (50% 
discount) 

$7.50 per night (50% 
discount) 

 
**The overnight fee will cover up to 2 vehicles and/or 1 site, for a specified number of 
hours overnight.  It will also serve as a daily site use fee for the rest of the day that 
campers check out of their campsite (at check out time, campers will need to vacate their 
site and park in public parking areas within the site). 


