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Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest 
2010 Fee Proposals 

 

Executive Summary 
 

 
 
New Fee Sites 
 
New fees are proposed at four popular dispersed recreation campsites in the Little Naches Drainage.  
Improvements were made at all of these sites in the late 1990s using watershed restoration funding to 
protect sensitive resources and provide for continued recreational use.  Developments in place at 
each site that require ongoing maintenance include one to two concrete vault toilets, signing, bulletin 
boards and traffic control barriers.  All four sites provide ready access to an extensive motorized trail 
system, and three of the sites include “learner loop” motorized trail systems.  Heavy use of these and 
other free dispersed camp areas in the drainage are placing a strain on garbage dumpsters at local fee 
area sites, and litter in dispersed camps has become a chronic problem in the drainage.  
Implementation of the fees at the four sites would occur after appropriate signing, fee tubes and 
garbage service are in place.  The district has a supply of bulletin boards and fee tubes on hand to 
implement this work, and garbage service is readily obtainable from the local contractor that services 
other dumpsters in the drainage.     
 
 
Public Involvement 
 
Public involvement has been completed.  Actions include: 
 

 Environmental Assessment Process scoping and public meetings (2003-2004) 
 Federal Register Notice (2009) 
 Press release in local newspapers, radio stations and the Forest web site (2009) 
 District low-watt radio announcements (2009) 
 Posting fee increase proposals at existing sites (2009) 
 Letters to Elected Officials (2009) 

 

 Site Name Location Proposal 
 

New Fee Sites 
1 Long Meadow 

 
Little Naches Drainage 
Naches Ranger District 

New fee:  $5/night 

2 Longmire Meadow 
 

Little Naches Drainage 
Naches Ranger District 

New fee: $5/night 

3 Lost Meadow Little Naches Drainage 
Naches Ranger District 

New fee:  $5/night 

4 Ponderosa Camp Little Naches Drainage 
Naches Ranger District 

New fee: $5/night 
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Public Involvement Responses Received 
 
 
Public input received as part of the Little Naches Recreation Plan Environmental Assessment 
process indicated that charging a nominal fee at dispersed sites with facilities had general public 
support if the revenue were used to maintain the facilities or for increased law enforcement in the 
drainage.  A total of fifteen individuals responded to the 2009 scoping effort through written letters, 
phone calls or emails.  Nine of the respondents support a fee and six are against it.  Two individuals 
not in support of the fee are hunters who use the sites for extended periods in the autumn.  Their 
concern is addressed because a fee will only be imposed at the site during the peak summer 
recreating season (late May to early September).  The majority of respondents, both for and against 
the fee, expressed a desire to see the sites remain primitive (no picnic tables, fire rings or garbage 
service).  Respondents in favor of the fee want to see the collected money used for toilet and trail 
maintenance, and one suggested that this be made a Northwest Forest Pass site. 


