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Subject: Recreation Fee proposals for PNW RAC       

  
To: Regional Forester, R-6    

  
  

 

Attached are our proposals for one new fee and one fee increase as authorized by the Forest 
Lands and Recreation Enhancement Act for consideration by the Pacific Northwest Recreation 
Resource Advisory Committee.  The required proposal templates for fee increases and for new 
fees as well as site analysis forms have been provided to Jocelyn Biro as she requested. Please 
contact Cathy Lund, Recreation Staff Officer (541) 416-6500, if there are any questions about 
these submissions.  She or another representative from the Forest is prepared to present these 
proposals to the Recreation RAC as desired.    

We appreciate the opportunity to address our important need for additional fee revenues for the 
developed recreation program. 

 

 

 
 
 

 

/s/ Jeff Walter   
JEFF WALTER   
Forest Supervisor   
 
 
cc:  Jocelyn Biro       
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Ochoco National Forest 
2009 Fee Proposals 

 

Executive Summary 

QTY Site Name Location Proposal 
 

Recreation Rental Fee Increases 

1 Cold Springs Cabin 
Road 30-100 
Lookout Mountain Ranger District 

Fee increase: from $75 to 
$90/night 

    
 

New Fee Sites 

1 
Ranger’s Rental 
 

Ochoco Ranger Station 
Lookout Mountain Ranger District 

New fee:  $90/night 

    

 

 
 
 
The Ochoco National Forest completed a Recreation Lodging Feasibility Study in 2007 that took 
a comprehensive look at current and proposed facilities.  It determined which facilities should be 
included in the program and conducted a financial analysis to help set fees.   
 
Recreation Rental Fee Increase 
Cold Springs Cabin: 
Background: 

• Historic Guard Station constructed in the late teens serving as a switchboard station for 
communications between Prineville and Paulina 

• The original building burned down and was reconstructed in 1934 
• Entered the Recreation rental program in 1996 
• Nightly rental fee started at $50.00/night in 1996 
• Current nightly rental fee is $75.00/night since May 2007 
• Cold Springs Cabin was reviewed by RAC in 2007 at which time endorsed an increase 

from $50 to $90.  However, the Ranger District felt it would be more acceptable to 
increment the increase from $50 to $75 at that time to $90 we now propose.  

 
Cold Springs occupancy & revenue: 

• Occupancy rate is close to 100% but with cancellations actual rate fluctuates near 90% 
• Rental period is mid-May through mid-October 
• Current annual revenue is $9,383   
• Expected annual revenue after fee increase is $11,259 
• Expected O&M costs are $5250 (based on 2007 analysis)  
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New Fee Site 
Ranger’s Rental: 
The historic Ochoco Ranger House is located 25 miles northeast of Prineville, Oregon.  This 
rental facility is in proximity to the high demand Cold Springs Cabin Rental.  The Ochoco Forest 
Campground, Pavilion facility and the Lookout Mt trail are within walking distance.  There is 
easy access (less than five miles) to other hiking trails, nordic trails, snowmobile trails, Walton 
Lake and Walton Sno-park.  The Ranger’s Rental will be publicly available 12 months a year.  
Visitors can enjoy bird watching, wildflowers, wild horses and cultural history within the area. 
 
Background: 
The 2-story Ochoco Ranger’s Rental house was constructed in 1940, specifically for the District 
Ranger, by the Civilian Conservation Corps and the US Forest Service.  The house showcases 
the rustic architectural styles common to this era.  Today, the Ochoco Ranger Station, where the 
ranger house is located, is a working compound primarily used for fire suppression and fuels 
management activities. Other buildings on site include engine bays, storage facilities, a tree 
cooler and employee residences. 
 
The 1145 square foot, two-story, 2-bedroom, 1 ½-bath, house sleeps up to seven guests, is fully 
electric and offers a 2-car garage.  Basic kitchen ware, cleaning supplies, beds, living room 
furnishings and a dining table for 8 are provided.  
 
This new fee proposal is consistent with other rentals of comparative amenities.  A fee pricing 
evaluation has concluded that $90/night is reasonalbly within the charge range for this facility. 
Significant new investments are being made to increase the comfort, attraction and use of this 
new rental.  Adding this site is the outcome of the Recreation Facility Analysis process to help 
cover costs of operating and maintain this site.  Implementation of fees would occur after all 
implementation activities are complete and is anticipated for May of 2010.   
 
Public Involvement 
Public involvement was completed for both sites and included: 

 Announcements were posted at each site, and at District offices during the last use 
season 

 Ochoco National Forest website including an online comment inbox  
 Federal Register Notice published on May, 2007 for new fee sites 
 Published Legal Notices in Bend Bulletin, Central Oregonian 
 News Release being distributed to numerous media news outlets including the 

following:  Bend Bulletin, Central Oregonian, Madras Pioneer, Redmond Spokesman, 
Sisters Nugget, KOHD (NBC), KTVZ-FOX39, KBND-radio and Bend Radio group  

 Discussed with partners and volunteers.  
 

 



 

 

Public Comment Summary   
Public Comments Received for Cold Springs Cabin: 

• Support an increase in fees if maintenance improved 
• In favor of raising fee.  Very reasonable compared to other rentals 
• Would like to see building checked more often between visitors 
• Difficult in getting reservations because it is so very popular.   
 

No comments yet received for Ranger’s Rental: 
   
 
 
 


