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The Ochoco National Forest is proposing Skull Hollow Campground as a new expanded amenity 
recreation fee site.  This campground meets the legal requirements under the Recreation 
Enhancement Act for consideration as an addition to the Forest’s Recreation Fee Program.  If 
you have any questions regarding this fee proposal, please contact Mark Christiansen, Recreation 
Program Manager, at 541-383-5571. 
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New Fee Proposal 
Skull Hollow Campground 

      
 
Location 
Ochoco National Forest 
Crooked River National Grassland 
Approximately 14 miles SE of Madras, Oregon 
 
Description 
The campground is located amongst juniper trees, grasses and brush.  It is fenced and has 
a cattle guard at the entrance.  Smith Rocks State Park, a popular rock climbing 
destination, is approximately 6 miles from the campground.  Ridge Rider Trail Head, a 
non-motorized trail popular with equestrian riders, is located just outside of the 
campground.  No camping is allowed within a ¼ mile area outside of the campground. 
 
Campground Amenities 
2 CXT Toilets 
Picnic tables 
Fire rings 
Tent sites 
Defined parking sites for cars/RV’s 
Bulletin board  
 
Additional amenities to be added after approval of fee: 
 Fee collection tube and information board 
 Site markers 
 
Issues 
The campground attracts residers year round, who exceed the 14 day stay limit.  Some 
vandalism has occurred and theft of property has been reported.  The area has had 
suspected drug activity. 
 
Campers have asked for better maintenance, including keeping the toilets cleaned and 
stocked with toilet paper. 
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Recommended expanded amenity fee and public notices 
The campground was posted with a notice asking form comments on a $5/night fee in 
June 2006.   
 
An article in the Bend, Oregon newspaper, The Bulletin, appeared June 10, 2008.  
The Recreation Facility Analysis completed for the Ochoco National Forest in July 2008 
recommended a fee of $5/night.   
 
A notice was posted in the Federal Register March 25, 2008. 
 
Operations and maintenance costs 
Required to meet standards $4350 
 
Expected revenue at 46% occupancy rate open 365 days/year $4500. 
Current contributions by partners is $700/year to pump toilets  
 
Expectations from having an expanded amenity fee 
29 sites would be defined within the campground. 
 
Funds from fee collections would allow for more enforcement of regulations.  Less 
residers and more security would be provided for the area.   
 
Facilities would be maintained on a more regular basis. 
 
Could lose funding provided by partners for maintenance. 
 
Use could decrease. 


