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The enclosed Region 6 Aquatic and Riparian Conservation Strategy (ARCS) has been developed to provide a Regional framework to use in revising Forest plans in the Pacific Northwest Region.  It incorporates new science and lessons learned from over a decade of operation under three current aquatic strategies (Northwest Forest Plan Aquatic Conservation Strategy, 1994; PACFISH, 1995; and INFISH, 1995).  The ARCS will provide a Regionally consistent foundation for further Forest-specific refinement during plan revision.
In revising Forest plans, each Forest should design Forest plan direction using this strategy.  Portions of this strategy are identified for inclusion in Forest plans as worded.  Exceptions or modifications to these must be discussed with the Director of Resource Planning and Monitoring and other Directors, as applicable.  Additionally, Forests should add specificity and local detail as needed to tailor management direction to local systems and conditions.
One of the ARCS components (Mid-Scale Analysis of Watersheds) will be addressed outside of Forest plans.  Further direction for this component will be developed in a future R-6 supplement to the Forest Service Directives System (FSM and FSH) or through program direction.

I am happy to issue this strategy to the field.  It builds on the solid concepts of our three existing aquatic strategies by incorporating lessons learned and new science; it provides a broad level of consistency where appropriate; reflects interagency agreements regarding incorporation of aquatic and riparian components of the Interior Columbia Basin Strategy; and it allows for refinement at the Forest scale based on specific conditions and public comment.

If you have any questions, regarding application of this strategy during land management plan revision contact: Brian Staab (503-808-2964), Dave Heller (503-808-2994), or Tom Hussey (503-808-2285).

	

	/s/ Rick Brazell (for):

	CALVIN N. JOYNER

	Acting Regional Forester
Enclosures
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