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Portable Roundwood Processor for Value-added Products
Purpose:  In an effort to develop value-added products from small diameter materials from forest thinning and fuels reduction projects, a prototype for a transportable roundwood processor was constructed and demonstrated to the public in Washington State.

Description:  Forest Concepts, in cooperation with Mason County (WA) Conservation District, has completed a “proof of concept” phase of a demonstration project to design and build a highly-transportable equipment system for making value-added products from low-value small diameter roundwood.  The system consists of a fifth-wheel trailer, articulated log handler, hydraulic power system, hydraulic drill press for drilling posts and rails, hydraulic tenon cutter with multiple cutter heads,ergonomic sawbuck/merchandiser to facilitate chainsaw cutting poles to length, and wood bunks that can be lifted from above by log handler or a forklift.

Partners:  The grantee, Mason Conservation District contracted with Forest Concepts, a small Washington-based company that develops, manufactures and markets innovative products from small diameter roundwood, including fencing, erosion control structures, and wetland structural habitat enhancement products.
Investments:  The USFS NFP grant of $119,516 was leveraged with $56,193 from the Mason Conservation District, for a total investment of $ 175,709.
Outcomes:  Improved ability to make conservation structures such as fencing, watershed restoration and erosion control materials directly from thinnings and other low-value woody material;  new opportunities for small logging and forest operation contractors to create jobs; and new sources of revenue for landowners by adding a smallwood sort to their harvests at a value higher than pulp chips.

Who to contact for more information:  Mike Madsen, Manager, Mason Conservation District, 360-427-9436, mgmadsen@hotmail.com
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