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The evolution of our Special Forest Products (SFP) Program has brought about some changes that will improve our efficiency, accountability and consistency.  With the increasing attention and interest to the program it is essential we carry out the items in this letter.

The purpose of this letter is to implement three items: 

1. General Condition statement on ineligibility  

2. Special Forest products appraisal program 

3. Regional Firewood tag color and rotation 

In the past permit system (FPPS) we had a statement that allowed for a period of ineligibility for violations of the permit terms.  After consulting with the Washington Office and the Office of the General Council, we have been advised to discontinue this statement.  The 7 CFR’s do not apply to permits in this situation.   
This appears to leave us with the Notice of Violation and Central Violations Bureau system where we would suggest too include in the judgment a prohibition from purchasing permits for SFP.  Of the four Judicial Districts that serve our region, there are some Jurisdictions and Magistrates who will support the removal of individual permits and/or order the defendant (if convicted) not to cut or gather Forest Products on National Forest Lands for a specific period of time.  The Winema National Forest was successful in dealing with a habitual offender by using this process.

An appraisal spreadsheet has been developed that all SFP will be required to use when they are offered for sale.  This spreadsheet was designed using four zones throughout the Region to make it a localized program.  One of the main concerns the public has expressed to us is that we become as consistent as possible when selling SFP.  By using this spreadsheet we may not arrive at the same cost from Forest to Forest for the same SFP, but we will be consistent in the process we used to arrive at the final cost.  

It is also expected that a new Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) will be soon be implemented from the Appropriations Bill for FY 2000, Section 339 which requires, among other things, that a trust fund be used to help keep dollars generated from sales of SFP at the local level, if they are sold for fair market value and we establish an appraisal method.  This SFP appraisal spreadsheet will suffice these requirements.  It will also be a way to document the transactions, and we will be able to give the purchaser a copy of the appraisal when we are questioned about our selling value.  You can download this appraisal from the Region 6, Natural Resources, Special Forest 
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Products web site.  This SFP appraisal will be mandatory for all SFP sales sold after 

September 1, 2001.

We currently have six colors for firewood tags.  At a Regional meeting last March this issue was discussed, which included law enforcement.  The following recommendations were made to help keep printing costs down and to become consistent in a Regional color rotation for accountability concerns.  The size of the firewood tag will also become much larger and easier to read.  We will now have four colors: orange, yellow, pink and green.  Our rotation will be based on calendar years.  Starting in January 1, 2002, we will issue the orange color. The following year, 2003, pink will be used; in 2004, yellow, and in 2005, it will be green.  We will then start again back at orange.  Each individual tag will be equal to one-half cord.  The Regional Office (RO) is currently printing these tags and will continue to supply them as requested.  For the remainder of this year you can continue with your current colors.  The RO will supply green for the rest of this calendar year.  This may cause some Forests to change the timing and the color they use this January.

In order to successfully implement these changes, it is essential that we help people understand the steps to accomplish the job.  There was a Regional SFP workshop held last March that covered these topics.  If you have a need for more help or any questions, please call Frank Duran at 503 808-2970.

/s/ Ron Escano (for)

RON ESCANO

Acting Director, Natural Resources

cc: 

DJordon Gifford Pinchot NF Law Enforcement

CHansen Gifford Pinchot NF Law Enforcement
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