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Stewardship Contracting Proposal

REVISED

(discussed proposed forest changes, and Marianne’s email,  with Ed Maffei on 1-24-07, and made changes)
	Project Name:

	
	Geophysical Fuels Reduction Project 

	
	
	

	Region:

	
	Pacific Northwest (R6)

	
	
	

	Forest:

	
	Colville (21)

	
	
	

	Ranger District:
	
	Newport/Sullivan Lake RD’s


Primary Forest Service Contact

	Name:

	
	Eric Trimble

	
	
	

	Title:

	
	AFMO- Fuels

	
	
	

	Address:

	
	315 N. Warren Ave., Newport, WA  99156

	
	
	

	Phone:
	
	(509) 447-7300

	
	
	

	Email:
	
	erictrimble@fs.fed.us


A.1 Project Summary/Objectives: The proposed action is designed to reduce the threat of severe wildfires within the Geophysical Observatory area using a combination of mechanical thinning and prescribed fire to treat selected sites. It is the third of three projects designed to provide a buffer adjacent to the observatory.  Additional objectives are to reduce the incident of invasive plant species through treatment of established sites, and to add forage for wildlife by seeding areas of burned piles with species palatable to local animals and to reduce germination of invasive species.  A portion of the area being treated is also identified in the draft Pend Oreille County Community fire plan as part of the Furport and Bead Lake Defensible Space Areas.

A.2 Project Location:  The project area is located 6 miles northwest of Newport, WA.  

A.3 Size of Project Area: Acres analyzed: 536.  Acres proposed for treatment: 501

A.4 Proposed Activities: 

· T32N R45E, Section 15:  

A) Mechanically thin seedlings, saplings and pole-sized (non-commercial) trees; prune ladder fuels; pile and burn slash (Unit 1 - approximately 7 acres). 

B) Mechanically thin seedlings, saplings and pole-sized (non-commercial) trees; pile and burn slash (Unit 2 – approx. 4 acres).

C) Mechanically thin and remove sawlogs, roundwood and pole-sized (commercial and non-commercial) trees; treat surface fuels with a low severity fire (Units 3, 4 – approx. 10 acres). 

D) Treat surface fuels with a low severity fire without thinning (Unit 9 - approx. 5 acres).  Total treatment in Section 5: up to 26 acres.

· T32N R45E, Section 21:

A) Mechanically thin and remove sawlogs, roundwood and pole-sized (commercial and non-commercial) trees; pile and burn slash (Unit 5 - approx. 3 acres).

B) Mechanically thin seedlings, saplings and pole-sized (non-commercial) trees; pile and burn slash (Unit 6 – approx 6 acres).   

C) Mechanically thin seedlings, saplings and pole-sized (non-commercial) trees; lop and scatter surface fuels (Unit 7 – approx 40 acres).  Preferred species include mature PP, WP, and WL. 

D) Mechanically thin and remove sawlogs, roundwood and pole-sized (commercial and non-commercial) trees and treat surface fuels with a low severity fire (Units 8A, 8B - approx. 228 acres). 

E) Mechanically thin and remove sawlogs, roundwood and pole-sized (commercial and non-commercial) trees and treat surface fuels with a low severity fire (Unit 8C - approx. 39 acres).  Irregular dense stands of seedlings, saplings and poles will be retained within the unit to provide wildlife screening.  

F) Mechanically thin seedlings, saplings and pole-sized (non-commercial) trees immediately around mature (>14” dbh) ponderosa pine (PP), western larch (WL), and western white pine (WP); treat surface fuels with a low severity fire (Unit 10 - approx. 159 acres).  Total treatment in Section 21: up to 475 acres. 

· Units designated for commercial harvest (Units 3, 4, 5, 8A, 8B, 8C): At least 80 square feet of basal area (irregularly clumped) will be retained.  

· All units: Preferred leave-tree species include PP, WP, and WL.  

· Stands bordering the Indian Creek and Observatory Roads (Units 5, 8A, 8B, 8C): Irregular dense stands of seedlings, saplings and poles will be retained parallel to these roads to provide screening and discourage unauthorized OHV use.    

· Existing roads and trails will be used for access (i.e. no new roads will be constructed).

· Spray for noxious weed control all existing skid trails, landings, system and non-system roads, recreation trails, parking areas and ditch lines within the contract area.

· Seeding of burn piles for wildlife forage and noxious weed control.

· Forest Service to do all needed burning using retained receipts generated from this contract, or another approved stewardship contract.  

A.5 Proposed Contract Procedures:  

	Authorities and Procedures
	Mark if Proposed for Use

	Trading Goods for Services
	X

	Designation by Description or Prescription   1/
	X

	Retention of Receipts
	X

	Use of Retained Receipts from Another Approved Stewardship Project
	

	Retention of KV or BD Funds from Receipts
	

	Best Value Contracting
	X

	Multi-year Contracting
	

	Other than Full and Open Competition   2/
	

	Non-advertisement with product value exceeding $10,000
	

	Non-USDA Administration of Timber Sales
	

	Type of Contract(s) to be used
	

	    Integrated Resource Contract(s) - Service
	

	    Integrated Resource Contract (s)- Timber
	X

	    Standard Service Contract(s)
	


1/ Will require use of Washington Office or regional special provisions.  Designation by Prescription is for noncommercial material or scaled sales only.

2/ Will require special Regional Forester approval - summarize the need this authority.

Was there consultation/coordination with AQM in development of the proposal? 

	No
	
	Yes
	X
	
	Grant Furulie

	
	
	
	
	
	Name


A.5.1  Timeline: (estimated)

	Activity
	Estimated Date Completed

(month/yr)

	NEPA 
	September 2005

	Layout
	October/November  2005

	Contract
	January 2007

	Advertise
	February 2007

	Award
	April 2007

	Contract Termination
	December 2009


A.6 Current Status: Current NEPA status: Scoping and scoping meetings are complete.  Specialist reports are completed. Consultation with Kalispel Tribe of Indians and Spokane Tribe of Indians is completed.  Decision Memo is scheduled to be signed by August 31, 2005.  Sale Prep plans: Force account pre-sale crew is scheduled to work on project in October/November 2005.  

B.1 Project Funding:  Please provide the source of PROPOSED funds anticipated for the project.  May change as project progresses.  For multiple fund codes, add rows as needed. 
	Forest Service Appropriations
	
	

	    Fund Code(s): WFHF, NFVW, NFTM
	$
	N/A

	Cooperator Contributions
	
	

	    In-cash 
	$
	N/A

	    Donated Services

	$
	N/A

	Other (specify): Retained Receipts 
	$
	N/A


B.1.1  Estimated Budget:  (add lines to the table as needed) 

	Activity  1/
	Goods (+)
	Services (-)

	Product Value (Net)
	$
	$98,530
	$
	$59,840

	
	$
	
	$
	

	
	$
	
	$
	

	
	$
	
	$
	

	Addition of Retained Receipts  
	
	
	
	

	    Source Stewardship Project - 
	$
	
	$
	

	Totals
	$
	$98,530
	$
	$59,840


     1/  group activities by type of treatment type; fuel reduction, road closures, wildlife habitat

     improvement, pct to restore old growth characteristics, etc.

     Estimate the value of Goods by completing the following table:

	Product Type (Sawlogs, and convertible and  nonconvertible products) 
	Quantity or Volume to be Removed

(ccf, tons, lineal feet, cords, etc.)


	Value of material to be 

Removed

(from appraisal)



	Sawlog
	1,094 CCF
	@ $90/CCF = $98,460

	Pulp
	140 CCF
	@ $0.50/CCF = $70

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Total:
	
	$98,530


B.2 Collaboration: 

Public involvement and collaboration was initiated on January 15, 2005.  The following individuals and/or organizations participated in the planning and development of this project: 

Alan Berarducci and Chuck Shaw of the US Geological Survey

Tania Ellersick of The Lands Council

Gary Schroeder of the Bead Lake/Diamond Match Homeowners Association

Dave Heflick, Jim Doran and Lloyd McGee of the Northeast Washington Forestry Coalition 1/
Wes Blore and Phil Carew of Ponderay Valley Fibre (contractor)
Paul Sieraki and Mark Sprengel of the Selkirk Conservation Alliance

Stan McDaniel (neighboring landowner)

1/  Northeast Washington Forestry Coalition made of timber reps, contractors, and conservationists
Martin Huling (neighboring landowner)

Jay Foster and Pat Mauro of Fire District 6

Mike and Don Foster
Steve Gibson of Fire District 4 (contractor)

David and Carol McMullin

Clarence Grimes

Jeff Connolly (contractor)
Nioka Threlkeld

Leonard Magart

Collaboration and project development was accomplished through a series of field trips and meetings (e.g. phone, email, group and one-on-one discussions) between January 15 and July 25, 2005.  
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