MAKING TRACKS with the FOREST SERVICE

The National Wild Turkey Federation

Dedicated to the Conservation of the Wild Turkey and the Preservation of the Hunting Tradition
Purpose of Award:  The goal of the Making Tracks awards program is to recognize people and projects that best incorporate conservation education, partnerships, and active wild turkey management into ecosystem management projects.  Projects that significantly improve habitat for the wild turkey and other species of wildlife and help accomplish the mission of the National Wild Turkey Federation are eligible for nomination.

Frequency of Award:  Annual

Award Categories:  The Habitat Management Projects category is a single year award for projects that best incorporate active wild turkey management into ecosystem management projects that significantly benefit habitat improvement for the wild turkey; the Habitat Management Programs category is a multiple year award that recognizes program accomplishments that benefits wild turkeys over multiple years; the Partnership Achievement category is in recognition of accomplishments in strengthening and expanding the partnership between the Forest Service and the National Wild Turkey Federation; and the Conservation Education category is a multiple year award that recognizes accomplishments in which the Forest Service has had substantial involvement in the planning or execution of Conservation Education Programs that highlight wild turkey restoration, management, and conservation.

Selection Process:  Agency submits nomination forms to Forest Service National Coordinator with the National Wild Turkey Federation.  Conservation department reviews nomination forms and submits them to the review panel if needed.  Conservation Department (Dr. James Earl Kennamer, Conservation Executive Officer; Robert Abernethy, Director for Agency Programs; and Ted Schenck, Forest Service National Coordinator) makes final selections.

Award Submission Deadline:  By November 21 of each year (or as specified in the annual request for nominations).

Selection Deadline:  December 15 of each year
Type of Award:  Plaque

Where Award is presented:  Annual Convention in February of each year at the Conservation Awards Luncheon.  This is normally on Friday.

