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(Submitted 12/ 2006)
I.  GENERAL INFORMATION

Project/Individual Name: Fishlake Elk Habitat Enhancement Project
Category: Habitat
Project Location:  State: Utah   County: Sevier, Piute, Wayne, Millard, Beaver   

Nearest Town/City: Richfield, Utah

National Forest and Ranger District: Fishlake National Forest
Inclusive Dates of Project or Individual Achievements: Ongoing since 1995 
II. PROJECT DESCRIPTION:
Objective: To enhance elk winter, summer, and transition range on public lands (Forest Service and BLM), offering increased forage over a wide range of elk habitat.  These improvements have helped decrease the amount of elk depredation claims upon adjacent private property, changed use patterns by elk by distributing use across the landscape, and offering the opportunity to maintain and increase elk population numbers for some of the highest Boone and Crockett scoring elk herds in the country.

The Fishlake Forest and Richfield District BLM area contains some of the most prime elk habitat in the west.  The area is intermingled with small farming communities that depend on agriculture as a way of life.  Wintering elk and deer herds have been a depredation problem as herd size increased and winter range conditions became poorer.   By treating thousands of acres, big game pressure has decreased as animals find available forage in the treatment areas. 

Area Description: The Fishlake area where treatments have occurred occurs within five different counties (Sevier, Wayne, Piute, Millard and Beaver). Elevation ranges from 7,000 feet to 10,000 feet. The lower to mid-elevations (winter and transition range) are a mix of pinyon-juniper woodlands with open areas dominated by sagebrush.  Upper elevations (summer range) are a mix of sagebrush meadows and aspen forest.  The area consists of four premier elk hunting units.  In the 2006 hunting season 9 of the 20--400 class bulls harvested in the State of Utah came from these units.  In addition to elk, the project is also benefiting local mule deer herds, pronghorn antelope, turkey, sage grouse and various bird and small mammal species.
Project Strategies:  The Fishlake Elk Enhancement project strategy is to increase and improve elk habitat across a broad range of seasonal habitats.  A majority of acres were treated on winter range.  Added concerns for transition and summer range have prompted the treatment of additional acres in these habitat types.  In all cases treatments were done in areas that showed declining understory composition and decrease in use by big game animals.  Fire and mechanical treatments combined with seeding have improved grass, forb, and browse dramatically.  Use of these treated areas by big game, small game and several avian species has already been observed.  Further, transect data collected post-treatment exhibit increased use by wildlife in the treatment areas.  A majority of the mechanical treatments were implemented using the Dixie Harrow.  Other mechanical treatments consist of chainings, and removal of pinyon-juniper using new tools such as the Bobcat Brushsaw and the Bull Hog.  

Treatments using the Dixie Harrow to enhance elk habitat started in 1995 on Monroe Mountain.  Partnerships were developed with the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation, The Mule Deer Foundation, Utah Division of Wildlife Habitat Council, Sportsmen for Habitat, Dedicated Hunter Program (UDWR), USFS Fire Fuels, and local sportsmen.  Since 1997, partnership contributions totaling 1.25 million dollars have been directed towards habitat improvement projects on Forest Service Land, resulting in approximately 30,000 acres treated.  The Richfield District BLM office has received comparable funds and resulting in similar acres treated.  As a result, approximately 60,000 acres of elk habitat has been improved on lands managed by these two agencies combined.  Only through partnership funding could such large-scale conservation efforts be possible.  Shrinking federal budgets would have only allowed a token amount of acres to be treated.    This program is serving as a model for others within federal land management agencies as well as State organizations due to the scope of work as well as it’s success through partnerships.
III. FOREST SERVICE INVOLVEMENT:   
The Forest has had the lead role with project implementation soon followed by local BLM biologist.   Due to encouragement by the FS and the success on lands managed by the Forest, adjacent properties managed by the BLM have either been treated or are in the process of being treated, increasing both the size and effectiveness of the treatment area.

Forest Service Employee(s)/Unit to be Recognized:

Name: Kreig Rasmussen, Wildlife Biologist, Richfield/Loa Districts, Fishlake National Forest, USFS

Contribution: Project Manager
IV. PARTNER INVOLVEMENT:
Partner(s) to be Recognized:  Partnerships were developed with the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation, The Mule Deer Foundation, Utah Division of Wildlife Habitat Council, Sportsmen for Habitat, Dedicated Hunter Program (UDWR), USFS Fire Fuels, and local sportsmen.  Further, as noted above, the extent of the work completed as a whole is substantially greater due to our partnership with the Richfield District BLM, in particular, Larry Greenwood, the BLM wildlife biologist.  Local landowners are providing access to the site across their property and are treating acres on their large ranches using similar methods to enhance habitat for big game.

	Project
	Partner
	Year
	Funds
	Acres

	Mx TREATMENT
	TMDF04
	2007
	$10,000
	

	Mx TREATMENT
	TMDF05
	2007
	$5,000
	

	Mx TREATMENT
	TMDF06
	2007
	$25,000
	

	Mx TREATMENT
	SFH06
	2007
	$10,000
	

	Mx TREATMENT
	Annabella Fire
	2007
	$8,000
	

	Mx TREATMENT
	UDWR C/O
	2007
	$75,000
	

	Mx TREATMENT
	UDWR07
	2007
	$55,000
	

	Mx TREATMENT
	RMEF07
	2007
	$20,000
	2500

	Mx TREATMENT
	USFS Fire
	2007
	$120,000
	1800

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Dixie Harrow
	SFW
	2006
	$10,000
	

	Dixie Harrow
	UDWR
	2006
	$29,500
	

	Dixie Harrow
	TMDF
	2006
	$50,000
	4922

	Dixie Harrow
	USFS Fire
	2006
	$120,000
	2298

	
	
	
	
	

	Dixie Harrow
	SFW
	2005
	$50,000
	

	Dixie Harrow
	RMEF
	2005
	$50,000
	2719

	Dixie Harrow
	WTF
	2005
	$10,000
	

	Dixie Harrow
	UDWR
	2005
	$65,000
	

	Dixie Harrow
	TMDF
	2005
	$10,000
	2377

	Dixie Harrow
	USFS Fire
	2005
	$130,000
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Dixie Harrow
	SFW
	2004
	$30,000
	

	Dixie Harrow
	RMEF
	2004
	$12,500
	3983

	Dixie Harrow
	USFS Fire
	2004
	$105,000
	3735

	
	
	
	
	

	Dixie Harrow
	SFW
	2003
	$30,000
	

	Dixie Harrow
	RMEF
	2003
	$12,500
	

	Dixie Harrow
	USFS Fire
	2003
	$45,000
	3625

	
	
	
	
	

	Dixie Harrow
	RMEF
	2001
	$25,000
	2000

	
	
	
	
	

	Dixie Harrow
	TMDF
	2000
	$7,500
	375

	
	
	
	
	

	Dixie Harrow
	UDWR
	1999
	$15,000
	

	Dixie Harrow
	TMDF
	1999
	$2,000
	

	Dixie Harrow
	NFWF
	1999
	$11,500
	1425

	
	
	
	
	

	Dixie Harrow
	RMEF
	1998
	$7,500
	375

	
	
	
	
	

	Dixie Harrow
	RMEF
	1997
	$14,000
	

	Chaining
	UDWR
	1997
	$46,900
	

	Chaining
	RMEF
	1997
	$8,500
	1392

	
	
	
	
	

	TOTAL
	
	
	$1,225,400
	33526

	
	
	
	
	

	Average Cost/Acre
	$36.55
Treatment Only

Does not include

NEPA or Arch or

Orther surveys
	
	
	


UDWR = Utah Division of Wildlife Resources

RMEF = Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation

NFWF = National Fish and Wildlife Foundation

TMDF = The Mule Deer Foundation

USFS Fire = Forest Service Fuels

SFW = Sportsmen for Wildlife

SFH = Sportsmen for Habitat

