2010 AWARD NOMINATION FORM  

	MAKING TRACKS

The National Making Tracks With the Forest Service Award recognizes people and projects on national forests and grasslands in four categories.  The Habitat Management Projects category is a single year award for projects that best incorporate active wild turkey management into ecosystem management projects that significantly benefit habitat improvement for the wild turkey; the Habitat Management Programs category is a multiple year award that recognizes program accomplishments that benefit wild turkeys over multiple years; the Partnership Achievement category is in recognition of accomplishments in strengthening and expanding the partnership between the Forest Service and the National Wild Turkey Federation; and the Conservation Education category is a multiple year award that recognizes accomplishments in which the Forest Service has had substantial involvement in the planning or execution of conservation education programs that highlight wild turkey restoration, management, and conservation.  Please send one form for each category in which you nominate a person or a group to Ted Schenck, National Making Tracks Coordinator at the National Wild Turkey Federation headquarters.  Nominations will then be submitted to the awards committee who will evaluate the national award nominees in each category.  The awards will be presented at the annual convention of the National Wild Turkey Federation to be held February 17-21, 2010, in Nashville, TN.

One individual or group will be recognized within each category and be awarded the National Making Tracks With the Forest Service Award.  Please describe your nomination information as completely and concisely as possible.  The review criteria will consist of the project description, number of acres involved, integration with Forest Service natural resource management, benefits to wild turkeys and associated species, partners involved, visibility, outreach, and public awareness.


1. _X_Individual or__ Group Award

2. Name of individual or group:   Wildlife biologist– Custer National Forest (Montana) – Ashland Ranger District
	
3. Category:  (check one) ___ Habitat Management Projects ___ Habitat Management Programs _X__ Partnership Achievement Program ___ Conservation Education Program
(Use a separate form if you want to nominate the same person for more than one category.)
      
4. Name, address, phone, fax, and e-mail of nominee: 
   
 



5. Project title: 
Custer National Forest – Wild Turkey Habitat Management Program



6. Project location: 
Custer National Forest (Ashland Ranger District) near Ashland, Montana.  



7. Name, address, phone, fax, and e-mail of nominator: 
 
 

 
8.  Names, addresses, phone, fax and e-mail of up to three people who are familiar   
       with the project and nominee’s work: 

(a)  MTNWTF President  
(b)  Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks    
(c) NWTF Technical Representative – BLM) –    ,  

9.  Description of project or accomplishment:  (Provide a brief narrative outlining the scope, objectives, acres involved, method, time frame, and results of the project.  Include the number of acres where habitat was enhanced)
The NWTF and Custer NF-Ashland Ranger District have been working in partnership for the past six years to complete many landscape level habitat improvement projects, directly benefiting wild turkeys in the area.  Projects have focused on utilizing prescribed fire to manage ponderosa pine habitats to maintain openings and meadows, and reduce the risk for large-scale wildfires.  Over the past six years, completed projects on the Custer NF have included prescribed fire and fuels reduction projects, creation of several riparian pastures, and mechanical removal of ponderosa pine in riparian areas to promote hardwood health in these areas.  Over 20,245 acres have been managed through prescribed fire, 100 acres of riparian pastures have been created, and over 12,450 acres have been improved through pine slashing/hardwood release projects. 
The results of this biologist’s work on the Custer NF have been significant and projects have greatly improved the brood rearing habitat on the forest.  He has been the USFS lead on all of these projects and has an un-wavering dedication to the resource and these projects.  He also does a great job of “telling the story” after the work has been completed.

10.  Describe how the project was integrated with Forest Service natural resource management:
The project work accomplished through the partnership of the Custer NF and the NWTF has fit well with the goals and objectives of the USFS RMP for the Custer NF.  Particularly, the plan calls for utilizing prescribed fire to manage timber stands and prevent catastrophic wildfires.  NWTF funding provided to the Custer NF through this partnership has been used as matching funds to get the work done on the ground.  Additionally, riparian pastures created through the NWTF’s Northern Plains Riparian Restoration Initiative (NPRRI) have fit well with grazing management on the Custer NF and have allowed managers and permittees to better manage grazing allotments where these pastures were created. 


11.  Describe the benefit to wild turkeys and associated species:
Wild turkeys have benefited from the projects on the Custer NF, as these projects have reduced the risk of catastrophic wildfires, which would have a significant negative impact on area wild turkey populations.  In addition, prescribed fire has reduced the levels of ponderosa pine encroaching into meadows and kept these areas open.  These areas are important for wild turkey brood rearing habitat and the completed projects have greatly improved the brood rearing habitat for wild turkeys on the Custer NF.  Riparian pastures created through this partnership and habitat management program have improved these critical riparian areas by reducing the negative impacts of livestock use.  These improved areas have already rebounded from overuse and native herbaceous and woody habitat is improving inside the riparian pastures.  Project work also has greatly improved habitat for other wildlife species on the Custer NF, including key species such as elk, deer, & pheasant and sensitive species like bald eagles and neo-tropical migrants.  Improvements to riparian areas are of special importance.  These critical areas make up a small part of the landscape in the Northern Great Plains (1-3%), but over 90% of the wildlife species depend on them at some point during their life time.  Improving these areas on the Custer NF for wild turkeys has definitely had significant impacts on other resident wildlife species.


12. Describe the partners involved and their involvement with the project (total hours, value of in-kind services, monetary contribution):
Since this application covers over six years of partnership, it also covers numerous partners.  The main partners involved in this habitat management program have been the NWTF – Montana State Chapter, NWTF – National (NPRRI), USFS-Custer NF – Ashland Ranger District, Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks, Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation, and various private landowners.  The NWTF has provided over $73,000 to projects on the Custer NF since 2003.  This funding along with funding from other partners, including the USFS operating budget, has resulted in over $2.3 million in habitat improvement work through this habitat management program.

13. Describe the visibility of the project to the general public, members of the National Wild Turkey Federation, and local chapters:
The project work accomplished through this partnership and habitat management              program has received great exposure to the public, including local NWTF chapters and the general public.  He does a great job promoting the NWTF’s partnership with the USFS and the Custer NF.  At the entrance of the Ranger District office is an interpretive display outlining wild turkey habitat needs, biology, and the habitat management projects that have been accomplished through the partnership.  This biologist also travels to the Montana NWTF Board of Director’s meeting and gives a Powerpoint presentation updating project accomplishments and shares successes, failures, and photos of project work to the volunteers.

14. Describe the type and amount of outreach that was done and the public 
      awareness that was achieved by the project:
As mentioned, this biologist does a great job with the interpretive display at the   Ranger District office and shares the details of the projects with the general public often.  We have had a few tours of the area with MTFWP and Montana NWTF Board members as well.  

15.  Other important information (videos and/or pictures are encouraged):
Please see the attached photos of some of the project work completed on the Custer NF through this habitat management program and partnership.  This biologist is an outstanding wildlife biologist and a great partner of the NWTF.  I cannot think of another individual that better exemplifies dedication to our partnership with the USFS and I hope he receives your full consideration for this award.

Please return nomination information by November 19, 2010, to:

National Wild Turkey Federation
Attn:  Ted Schenck
P. O. Box 530
Edgefield, South Carolina   29824
Telephone: 803 637 7513 or 1 800 THE NWTF
Fax: 803 637 9180
Email: tschenck@fs.fed.us
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