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Umatilla National Forest Releases  

Updated Motorized Vehicle Use Maps 

 
Pendleton, OR – Updated motorized vehicle use maps (MVUM) are now available, free 

of charge, at all Umatilla National Offices and can be printed off the Forest’s website, 

announced Kevin Martin, Forest Supervisor.  “We’re excited to have these maps 

available to the public for the upcoming recreation season,” said Martin. 

MVUMs are single purpose maps developed to display National Forest System routes 

(roads, trails and areas) open to motorized travel. They also display designations by 

vehicle class, seasons of use and general travel rules and regulations.  “Basically, they 

display what routes are open, when routes are open, and what type of vehicle can travel 

on those routes,” explained Larry Randall, Forest Recreation Staff Officer.  Roads and 

trails not shown on the MVUM are not open to motorized travel. 

Releasing the MVUM completes the Forest’s implementation of the 2005 Travel 

Management Rule that provided a framework for each National Forest to identify and 

designation routes suitable for motorized travel.  Policies prohibiting cross country travel 

and restricting motorized travel to designated roads and trails have been in place on the 

Umatilla National Forest since the early 1990s.  “Because our existing policies were in 

line with the 2005 Travel Management Rule, the user will see little change on the 

ground,” said Randall adding, “with a few exceptions, of course.” 
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One exception is the West-End OHV Area, located on the Heppner Ranger District, 

which allowed cross-country travel on 91,000 acres. “To meet the new regulations, the 

Forest completed an Environmental Assessment in 2009, evaluating ATV travel within 

the West-End OHV area,” said Randall.  The decision to prohibit cross-county travel and 

designate routes for motorized vehicle use brings the West-End area into compliance 

with the 2005 Travel Management Rule and creates consistency across the forest and 

with adjacent public lands.  

 

Other changes have been made, over time, to the 1990’s Access and Travel 

Management Plan to address safety issues on mixed-use routes.  Those changes are 

reflected on the 2010 MVUM. 

 

Twenty-one maps, printed front and back on a total of eleven newspaper sheets, make 

up the Umatilla National Forest’s MVUM collection. Each map contains an index to help 

the user locate the right map for their area of interest.  MVUMs will be updated annually. 

“The current maps were published for the 2010 recreation season,” said Randall. 

MVUMs can be viewed and printed on the Forest’s website at 

www.fs.fed.us/r6/uma/recreation/mvum/.    For more information, please contact your 

local Umatilla National Forest Office or call the Pendleton Supervisor’s Office at 

(541) 278-3716. 
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