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Forest Seeks Information on Resource Damage in Big Creek Meadows 
 
Resource managers on the Umatilla National Forest are seeking information involving extensive off-

highway (OHV) resource damage to a wet meadow area in Big Creek Meadows, 22 miles southeast of 

Ukiah, OR on Forest Road 52.   

 

The damage occurred the weekend of July 10 when several all-terrain vehicles 

(ATVs) drove repeatedly through the wet, marshy area in figure eight patterns.  

“These drivers spun their tires, throwing mud, ripping up fragile vegetation and 

creating deep mud holes and ruts,” said Bob Varner, North Fork John Day 

District Ranger.  The extent of this resource damage is expensive to repair and 

labor intensive.  In most cases, these areas can never be restored to their 

original state.  “The degree of this damage, by thoughtless individuals, raises 

my concerns for protecting the habitat,” said Varner. Resource damage to  
Big Creek Meadows 

 

Big Creek Meadows is a popular dispersed camping area adjacent to the Big 

Creek trailhead accessing both the North Fork John Day Wilderness and the 

Winom-Frazier OHV Trail Complex. “The Winom-Frazier OHV Complex is 

specifically designed and managed for off-highway vehicle (OHV) use and has 

successfully provided OHV recreational use for over 10 years,” said Varner.  

 

Each year, law enforcement officers write a number of citations and warnings. 

“It’s always unlawful to operate a vehicle off-road in a manner which damages 

or unreasonably disturbs land and vegetative resources,” said Walter Merritt, 

Law Enforcement Patrol Captain.  This type of activity is punishable by up to a $5,000 fine and/or six 

months in jail and assessed restitution to repair the damage.  
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If you have information concerning the OHV resource damage at Big Creek Meadows, please contact 

the Umatilla National Forest’s Law Enforcement Office at (541) 278-3840 or the North Fork John Day 

Ranger District at 541-427-3231. 

 

“If this type of damage continues to occur, we may need to consider closing portions of the area to OHV 

use.  It’s a shame that the reckless actions of a few can affect the riding opportunities for everyone else 

who uses the area responsibly,” said Varner. 
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