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RESOURCE ADVISORY COMMITTEES MOVING FORWARD  
PROJECT PROPOSALS REQUESTED 

 
The public is invited to submit applications for Title II projects designed to improve National Forest 

lands within the boundaries of the Umatilla National Forest.  Project proposals need to be submitted to 

the Columbia County or Southeast Washington (Garfield and Asotin Counties) Resource Advisory 

Committees by April 5, 2010, if they are to compete for 2009-2010 funding provided through “The 

Secure Rural Schools and Community Self-Determination Act of 2000.” 

 

“Project applications may be proposed by other agencies, local governments, organizations, or 

individuals in coordination with their local Forest Service partners,”said Monte Fujishin, Pomeroy 

District Ranger and the Designated Federal Official for the RACs. 

 

The two Resource Advisory Committees (RACs) were recently re-chartered by the U.S. Department of 

Agriculture, Forest Service, under Secure Rural Schools and Community Self-Determination Act of 

2000. Each RAC is comprised of local citizens who review and prioritize federally funded projects that, 

by law, benefit local trails, roads, forest health, watersheds and fish and wildlife habitat on and off 

National Forest lands.  Because this law is set to expire, project proposals must be able to be 

completed no later than September of 2012. 

 

“Since these committees and their members were just recently reapproved, they will need to move 

quickly to identify, review and select projects for the current year’s funding,” said Fujishin.  Project 

proposal submissions for the 2011 funding will take place later this spring. 

 

To date, the RACs have funded over $433,000 on projects benefiting the Umatilla National Forest.  

Examples of past projects include campground improvements, enlargement of Rose Springs Snow 

Park, construction of information boards at Eckler Mountain Snow Park, trail reconstruction for Camp 

Wooten Environmental Learning Center, restoration efforts on the Tucannon Guard Station, noxious 

weed control, road maintenance and native seed collection projects.  
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“These RAC members show a real interest and passion for sharing in federal land management and 

building working relationships.  This has resulted in beneficial partnerships for the Forest Service and 

our local communities,” said Fujishin. 

 

The Columbia County RAC will hold its meeting on Monday, April 5, 6:30 p.m. at the Dayton Post 

Office.  The Southeast Washington’s RAC will meet April 7, 6:30 p.m. at the Pomeroy Ranger District 

Office.   Meetings are open to the public and time will be set aside for public comments.  “Any 

interested publics are welcome, and bring your ideas!” said Fujishin. 

 

The two RACs will still be accepting project proposals through April 5.  For more information about 

project proposals or completing proposal forms, please contact any RAC group member or call Monte 

Fujishin, designated federal official, at Pomeroy Ranger District, 509-843-1891.   
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