
February 2009 update  
As of February 20, 2009, more isolates of PAU have been found, now a total of 28 since 
2007. The new findings expand the map of PAU (+) locations to eleven sites. Four new 
sites added in February include sites 6 and 70 (both near Fairbanks), site 61 (near Tok), 
and site 81 (Kenai Peninsula). These findings include isolates mainly from soil baits 
beneath alders, but also at least one from a stream bait in the Tanana River.  The 
distribution pattern of the PAU (+) sites across over 1,000 miles of road is strongly 
suggestive of the distribution of a native pathogen. Testing of these isolates and 
comparisons with PAU isolates from Europe is underway to determine whether the 
organism is native or introduced in Alaska.  
  
By January, fourteen isolates of the new unnamed Phytophthora species in Clade 8C 
were found at a single location, Quartz Creek, on the Kenai Peninsula. Phytophthora 
gallica and Phytophthora pseudosyringae, both known pathogens of European alders, 
have also been isolated from several sites. Pathogenicity testing is underway for these 
unique Phytophthora spp. findings at Oregon State University. We have no field 
evidence, however, that Phytophthora species are causing root disease or are involved 
in the dieback and mortality of alder in Alaska.  
  
As processing of the 2008 samples from Alaska continues, we expect to report more 
findings of Phytophthora alni subspecies uniformis (PAU), the unnamed new 
Phytophthora species in Clade 8C, and other unique Phytophthora findings. 
  
For more information, contact Lori Trummer, Pathologist, ltrummer@fs.fed.us. 
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