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Alaska’s Integrated Pest Management Program

Forest Service and UAF Cooperative
Extension Service team up to help
Alaskan residents manage pests from
beetles fo slugs.

The IPM Program, a cooperative venture
between the Forest Service and the UAF
Cooperative Extension Service, provides
classes on forest pests and beneficial
organisms to children and adults.

The western tent caterpiflar, Malacosoma
californicum, has been imported to Alaska
several fimes in recent years.
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ince it began in 1981, the

Integrated Pest Manage-

ment (IPM) Program has
become one of the most recog-
nized educational
programs of the Co-
operative Extension
Service (CES). This
collaborative agree-
ment between CES
and the Forest Ser-
vice, Alaska Region,
State and Private
Forestry is now a
long standing, suc-
cessful  partnership.
The IPM Program
addresses the public
need for pest man-
agement education in
Alaska. Offering non-biased,
research based information; this
resource is widely used by resi-
dents across the entire state.
The pests range from key forest
insects, such as spruce beetles
in southcentral Alaska to com-
mon garden nuisances, such as
slugs in the southeast part of the
state.

The IPM program is also an
effective way to transfer tech-
nology. Each summer, individu-
als with practical knowledge in
horticulture, forestry, entomol-
ogy, plant pathology, and re-
lated subjects are hired and
trained as “IPM Technicians.”
These individuals deliver
timely, reliable, and useful pest
management information to the

public. Additionally, three
full time staff members are
devoted to work in commu-
nity forestry, invasive plants
and IPM. In 2004, IPM Tech-
nicians were located in An-
chorage, Palmer, Soldotna,
Fairbanks, Delta Junction, and
Juneau.

Customer service and expert
advice are essential compo-
nents of the IPM Technician’s
duties. In a typical contact,
clients are provided with in-
formation to help them iden-
tify organisms, understand
pest biology and choose from
a variety of control options
that are best suited to their
situation. In some cases,
beneficial organisms are iden-
tified or cultural conditions
are recognized, and clients
learn that control is not
needed.

Early Detection and Preven-
tion

A hallmark of the IPM Pro-
gram is the use of scouting,
early detection, identification,
and education to help prevent
imported pests from becom-
ing established in Alaska. A
key success occurred in May
2003. At that time, IPM staff
in Anchorage identified the
western tent caterpillar, Mala-
cosoma californicum, on or-
namental tree stock recently
shipped to Alaska.
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IPM Technicians assist thousands of Alaskan residents by
phone, in their offices, during site visits, or through workshops.

Subsequently the pest was suc-
cessfully eradicated. This insect
has the potential of becoming an
extremely serious pest to both
native forests and ornamental
trees due to the voracious feeding
habits on a wide variety of de-
ciduous host species, including
aspen, willow, birch, cottonwood
and many others. If established,
this pest can quickly build up
enormous populations, leading to
extensive tree damage and in-
creased pesticide use.

Thousands of Public Contacts

Annually, well over 10,000 cli-
ents are served. Approximately
half of the contacts occur at edu-
cational outreach events, includ-
ing classes, workshops, confer-
ences, state and local fairs. More
than 5,000 people are helped over
the phone or through walk-in vis-
its to the extension offices. Tech-
nicians make nearly 400 state-
wide site visits, mostly to diag-
nose problems in the community
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forest environment. Over half the
assistance occurs in the Anchor-
age area, where more than 40%
of the state’s population resides.
IPM staff make dozens of media
appearances, providing informa-
tion through newspapers, news-
letters, television and radio.

Making a Difference

The IPM Program has been rec-
ognized nationally and interna-
tionally as a model collaborative
program for creative and innova-
tive public outreach. A survey of
program users showed that 90%
of the respondents have adopted
an integrated pest management
practice or philosophy for their
garden or woodlot. There is no
other program like this in the na-
tion and it continues to be a suc-
cessful example of partnerships
at work. This unique program
was originally designed to meet
the public demand for IPM infor-
mation, and continues to develop
accordingly in response to public

The IPM Program offers training in recognizing and
controlling horticultural and forest related pests.

needs and the changing pest
trends in Alaska.

For more information about the
Alaska statewide Integrated Pest
Management program on the
web, go to: http://www.uaf.edu/
coop-ext/programs/Irpro.html and
click on the IPM Program link.

Partners in this Project:

*Forest Service, Alaska Region,
State and Private Forestry

eUniversity of Alaska Fairbanks,
Cooperative Extension Service

To Find Out More:

Steve Patterson

USDA Forest Service

State & Private Forestry
907-743-9451

Email: spatterson@fs.fed.us

Corlene Rose

UAF Cooperative Extension Svc.
907-786-6311

Email: ancr@uaa.alaska.edu

Al AQK A

US DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE - FOREST smw:tk.%wm



