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Community benefits paradigm

 Widespread support will be based mostly on off-site 
benefits that accrue to non-users.

 Broader community support requires easily recognized, 
preferably quantifiable terms, which taxpayers and 

elected officials understand and value. 



Community benefits
Alleviating social problems

• Reducing environmental stress
• Community regeneration
• Cultural and historical preservation
• Facilitating healthy lifestyles
• Alleviating deviant behavior among youth
• Raising levels of educational achievement
• Alleviating unemployment distress

(Adapted from Crompton 2008)



Likely major positive outcomes 

 Better understanding and appreciation of the 
significance of leisure services and public lands 
by stakeholders and professionals.

 Strong justification for the allocation of public 
funds to leisure

 Clearer guidance for service prioritizations
 Enhancing pride in the profession

Source: Driver et al. 2000



Hippocrates said “The function of 
protecting and developing health must 

rank even above that of restoring it when 
it is impaired.”







How can we bring awareness to the health 
benefits of nature and leisure spent outdoors?

Questions?
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