Introduction

The butternut canker fungus (Sirococcus ciavigignenti-jugiandacearum Nair, Kostichka, and Kuntz) (SCJ) is
believed to be an exotic pathogen that has had serious biological, ecological, and economic impacts on butternut
(Juglans cinerea) throughout its range in eastern North America. The USFS has established butternut management
and harvesting guidelines, and recently butternut has been placed on the “sensitive species list;” however, Canada

has listed it as endangered . S - e . 18 :
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lost their ability to reproduce.

assessed in NE & NY. Butternut is not significantly represented in the national forest health-monitoring (FHM) network
of plots, but where the species occurred in 1991, there appears to have been significant mortality by year 2000 (FHM
plot data, C. Barnett). Therefore, this butternut assessment is designed to provide significant new information on the
health status of this “sensitive species” and will significantly complement FHM detection and monitoring efforts on
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Nut Production

In all areas surveyed, there was NO nut production in 2006, 2007, and only an occasional tree in NY had
nuts in 2008. In August 2009, there appeared to be very limited nut production on some reasonably healthy
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Natural Regeneration
i Seedllng and sapling sized trees were extremely rare on all the sites surveyed in
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nﬂéome were dead with infected sprouts coming from the base.

Problems Encoﬁtered
The main problern en_c:pimtered was finding suitable butternut sites to assess. Our state cooperators have
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Soil Conservation Servﬁ"’"rsonnel‘state park personnel, TNC, eco-reserves, community historians, and
private landowners, etc.). These contacts took time but have been a good option for finding additional butternut
sites. In addition, the variation in butternut and the so called “hybrid issue” Iin southern and eastern NE
- _ suggests these trees may have a different genetic make-up and, therefore, should be evaluated separately as a
. mt ‘Root rots | subset. Also, this project was without a Forest Service cooperator at the beginning and thus required more of
ngi, may hasten the my time for office activities which resulted in some field work delays. In addition, many additional butternut
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