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Temporary Closure Of Section Of “The Glades” Due To Feral Hogs

The Forest Supervisor is implementing a Forest Closure Order for approximately 950 acres of the Clinch Ranger District,
commonly called “the Glades.” The closure will be in effect from September 1 till November 1, 2009; the area is clearly
posted with signs. The closure is needed to allow the Forest Service to continue removal of a population of feral (wild) hogs
causing destruction of National Forest System lands. Since June, biologists from the Forest Service, Virginia Department of
Game and Inland Fisheries (VDGIF), and USDA Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) have been attempting to

trap and shoot the illegally released feral hogs in that area.

Feral hogs are devastating habitat for game and non-game species in the Glades. They are destroying cover and nesting sites,
and consuming foods eaten by native wildlife. In addition, feral hogs are eating small animals and birds. The rooting and
wallowing activities are causing serious erosion and increasing sedimentation in riparian areas, streams, and rivers, affecting
sensitive aquatic species and degrading drinking water quality. Private landowners can be affected economically by feral hogs
destroying fields and crops. Feral hogs introduce diseases, such as swine brucellosis and pseudorabies, both having serious

implications for hunters and domestic animals.

The Forest Supervisor hopes for an early conclusion to this problem so the area can be reopened to the public as soon as

possible.

Releasing feral hogs is illegal, and is usually done by hunters for a recreational hunt. Anyone with information on the illegal
introduction of feral hogs is encouraged to contact Forest Service Law Enforcement at (540) 265-5100, or the Virginia

Department of Game and Inland Fisheries at (276) 783-4860.
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