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CHAPTER IV. Management Direction 

Introduction 

This chapter documents how the Inyo National Forest vnll be managed during 
this planning pericd. It provides dj"x 'on to Forest land managers and 
explains to the public the r e m  why specific areas are managed for 
specific reasons and how that will be accanplxshed. 

The chapter is divided into five sections: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

Forest Goals lists the resources of the Forest w i t h  their respective 
manag-t goals. 

inplementing the Plan. 
Forest Objectives lists outputs for each resource that w i l l  result fran 

Forest-wide Standards and Guidelines are the bases for all  management 
activities on the Forest. Each resource has a set  of standards and 
guides to that the resource is protected, maintained or developd 
i n  an emimmentally sound and ewnanically cost-effective way. These 
standards and guides apply to a l l  areas of the Forest. 

w" t PresQliptiOns prescribe how areas on the Forest w i l l  be 
managed w i t h  a specific resource -is. For example, any Wildemess 
on the Forest no matter where it is located w i l l  be managed under 
Prescription #1 - Designated Wildemess. Each prescription describes the 
ObJeCtive of manag€inent and the area's resource -is. 

Manag5wn t Area D-im delineates boundaries of the twenty management 
areas on the Forest. Each of these has a different mix of prescriptions, 
but a l l  are managed under the Forest-wide Standards and Guidelines. 

National Forests are managed under a variety of federal laws rqirg f m  the 
U.S. M i n i r q  Laws of 1872 to the National Forest Managmt Act of 1976. 
Forest Semice  iVamals and Handbooks and the Pacific s o u t h w e s t  R e g i m a l  Guide 

replace the direction fran those sou~ces. 

Variance fran Forest-wide Standards and Guidelines, Prescriptions, or 
Management Area Direction may occasionally be needed due to unforeseen s i te  
d t i o n s ,  unwnbmllable circmstances or unexpcted natural @"m. 
Where variance is unavoidable, it will be documented in an appropriate 
project envircarmental analysis. If necessary, the Plan can be ammded or 
revised. 

provide additional policy diredi on. The Plan suppll3litmts but does not 
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Forest Goals 

The multiple-use managevent goals that follow describ the desired future 
condition of the Inyo National Forest. These goals are derived f m  laws, 
regulatiam, policies, Resources Plarming Act ("A) prosram goals, the 
Pacific southwest R e g i o n a l  Guide, and identified Inyo National Forest issues 
andwncerns. 

EcoNoMIC/socIAL 

The Forest is managed in an econcmically efficient and cost-effective manner 
while resKwding to the ecollcmic and social needs of the public and lccal 
"nuuties. 

National Forest System lands are "aged to maintain a i r  quality that 
ccmplies with all applicable regulatim. The conduct of Forest managanent 
activities is cmied out in a manner "istent and cxmptible with the 
attainment of state and federal a i r  quality objectives. 

aJIJ9.uRm - 
Identification, evaluation, protection, and interpretation of c m l t u ~ a l  and 
lusbric resoutces are continuous and an integral part of managanent of the 
Forest. 

DIVERSITY 

The Forest has achieved diversity of plant and animal Conrmnities by 
poviding a threshold level of vegetation types and seral stages. 

ENERGY 

Mxhm public benefits are obtained f m  the energy resources of National 
Forest system lands, while adverse e " i a t a l  effects on other Forest 
resources from exploration, developnent and extraction are " I z e d .  
Managanent operations on the Forest are energy-efficient. 

FACILITIES 

A n  efficient Forest txansportation q", administrative sites, and other 
facilities are in place and n!ajntained at least to the "I standards 
appropriate for planned uses and the p M o n  of resources. 
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FISH 

Fish habitat is managed to provide species diversity, to ensure that viable 
ppulations of native vertebrates are maintained and the habitats of 
management emphasis species are maintained or imprarea. 

GE0IxX;y 

Geologic resources, includhg gnnmdwater, are assessed. The risks to 
p e m  and projects fran potential geologic processes such as landslides, 
eartlquakes, and volcanic events are recognized and provisions are made for 
them. 

LAM)s: 

The Forest has a land and resource Mnagement structure and program w i t h  
W t i b l e  re1ati-p between National Forest System lands and adjacent 
m-federal lands. Specific activities to acccmplish this goal are: special 
use administration, electronic site management, u t i l i t y  corridor management, 
rights-of-way manag-t, withdrawal, 1a"nership adjustmnt, and prOperty 
boundary resuzvey and monumentation. 

Maxi" public henefits are obtained from the mineral (including geothermal) 
remces of National Forest System lands, while adverse f"ental  
effects on other Forest resources from exploration, developnent and 
extraction are minimized. 

PEST- 

Pest-related damage is maintained a t  levels that do not unacceptably impact 
land and resource manag-t goals and objectives. 

PROTEXXICN 

The Forest has a cost-effective fire management prcgram that minimizes 
r e m e  losses and serious or Icolg-lasting adverse effects from wildfire.  
The Forest Service mission in fire managemnt is to use fire as a resource 
management tool. 

RAISE 

A sustained yield of forage is provided, ramp condition is inp.awed, and 
g ~ ~ ~ i r g  capacity is increased on suitable rarge, while other resource values 
are maintained or improved through cost-effective developnent and imprwea 
management. 

67 



RElcRERTIoN 

A broad range of develcped and dispersed recreation oppxtmities in balance 
w i t h  identified existing and future demand is pnxided. 

R E s E R R c l i N A ~ A R E R s  

All botanical R e s e a r c h  Natural Areas are established and targets are m e t .  
All qualified aquatic and geologic candidates are identified and recQrmended 
for establishment. 

RIPARIANARERS 

Riparian areas are managed to protect or 5." riparian area-dependent 
resources while alla%lng for managanent of other cmpatible uses. 

SpEcIAL-ARERs 

Special Interest A r e a s  (botanic, geologic, scenic, zologic) are managed to 
f u l f i l l  the intent and purpose for which the areas are established. 

"ED, "GEmD, OR SENSITIVE SPECIES 

The habitats of threatened or endangered animals are proteCtea or kproved to 
assist the recovery of the species in cooperation w i t h  s ta te  and other 
federal agencies. Sensitive plant species are pmbzted to ensure they w i l l  
not becane threatened or endangered. 

TIMBER 

The timber resource is managed to provide a sustained yield of cannercial 
sawtimber, public fuelwood, and miscellaneous weed prcducts, while other 
resource values are maintained at or atme those mini" prescribed by law 
and/or regulation. 

vIsuRLREsouRcEs 

The quality of the scenic resource and viemi-g opprhmities are maintained 
or enhanced. 

la"D 

National Forest managwent activities are mnducted to maintain or inprove 
soil prductivity, to maintain favorable conditions of waterflaw, and to 
canply with water quality goals as specified in state and federal clean water 
legislation for the sustained benefit of a " p t i v e  and I1o"ptive users 
of water. 
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W I L D A N D m c R I V E R 3  

The newly designated North Fork of the Kam and South Fork of the Kern Wild 
and Scenic Rivers are managed to protect their wild and scenic qualities. The 
Middle Fork of the San Joaquh is managed so as not to preclude its 
designation as a Wild and Scenic River. 

WILD- 

Classified wildemess is managed to protect and perpetuate the wilderness 
character of the area: to provide opprhnu ‘ t i e s  for prjmitive recreation; to 
maintain wildlife and fish, scenic, and watershe3 values; and to maintain or 
enhance the quality of wilderness experiences. 

WILDLIFE 

Wildlife habitat is managed to provide species diversity, to ensure that 
viable ppulations of e x i s t i q  native vertebrates and irnrartebrates are 
maintained, and that the habitats of managemat eqhasis species are 
maintahedor improves. 
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Forest Objectives 

Forest objectives are the qyantified resource and activity outputs for the 
10-year plannirag pricd (1988-1997). The following table displays the 
outputs or irrventcay fran the base year of 1982; the 1980 Resaurces Planning 
A c t  (FPA) targets for the years 1990 and 2030; and the outputs that will 
result €ran jmplementiq the Plan. They are displayed m this m e r  for 
canparison purposes. There are m FPA targets for many of the categories. 

Forest Objectives 
Average Annual Outputs for Decade 1 

FAcILIm 

Adminimtive Sites 

Forest S-ce owned (m. ) 
leased (no.) 

DamandReservoirs 

Forest Servlce (no.) 
State/- (m.) 
Private (no.) 

Roads (miles) 

Constructicol (total) 
recreation (site access) 

(interior) 

R e m n s k u c t i o n  (total) 
timber 
recreation (site access) 

(interior) 

Maintenance (total) 

Trails (miles) 

cbnstzuctim (total) 
exis.tingwilderness 
recormended wilderness 
c”txa%rec. areas 
open National  Forest 
w 

6 
1 

3 
4 
11 

0 
0 
0 

25 
15 
5 
5 

974 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

8 
1 

3 
4 
11 

2.5 
0 

2.5 

15.0 
5.0 
5.0 
5.0 

977 

24.3 
0.7 
1.8 
9.0 
1.0 
1.8 

nOrdiC 0 10.0 
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Forest Objectives 
Average Annual Outputs for Decade 1 

__ 
Base 1980 Decade 1 

Resource Elements Year RPA Goals 
1982 1990 2030 (1988-1997) 

Trails (miles) (oant'd) 

R e " c t i o n  (total) 
existing wilderness 
recormended wilderness 
amcentratedrec. areas 
Open National Forest land 
OHV 
nOrdiC 

Maintenance (total) 

LANDSANDMINERALS 

Land acquired (acres) 

Landlines SULveyed (miles) 

Leasable ' IS 
power Plants)  

Locatable "xal s 
(operating plans) 

PixxEmItm 

F e l  treatment (total acres) 
fire related 
timber related 
range related 
w i l d l i f e  related 

mqected wildfire (total) 
(acres burned) 
Fire  Intensity Level1 
Fire  Intensity Level 2 
Fire  Intensity Level 3 
Fire  Intensity Level 4 
Fire  Intensity Level 5 
Fire  Intensity Level 6 

RANGE 

10.8 
9.0 
0 

1.8 
0 
0 
0 

1236 

60 

9 

0 

67 

18 
0 
18 
0 
0 

747 

13 
34 
53 
647 
0 
0 

320 408 

39.7 
12.6 
1.3 
4.2 
2.2 
16.2 
3.2 

1489 

54 

6 

1 

50 

243 
0 
93 
50 
100 

918 

9 
55 
64 
239 
551 
0 

Grazing (M ruffvls) 41.4 42.2 44.5 41.4 
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Forest Objectives 
Average Annual Outputs for Decade I 

Base 1980 Decade 1 
Resource Elements Year RPA Goals 

1982 1990 2030 (1988-1997) 

REcRFATm 

Developed Private (M RVD) 1635 

Developed Public (M RVD) 1201 3510 5100 

Dispersed (M RVD) 1004 2490 3120 

W i l c k r m s s  (M RVD) 540 

TIMBER 

Allowable Sale m. (IVMBF) 10.5 16.8 19.8 

"od (M mrds) 10.0 

Lcng--- Y i e l d ( W F )  

Refcmstaticn (acres) 300 

Tinher S t a d  -t (acres) 328 

m- 
Inpmverrnt (acres) 100 

Quality (M ac./ft. at stds.) 1047 

614 718 

900 918 

180 200 

476 481 

Increased puantity (M ac./ft.) 0 

WILDLIFEANDFISH 

Mule deer (M animals t o ta l )  20.2 +20 percent 
(M animals on Inyo NF) 

Bald eagle** (winter nostmg . areas) 1 

-he falcm** (170. of pairs) 

12.0 

0 

Goshah in suitable t i d e r  
(no. of pairs) 15 

Nelscnl "tajn sheep (no.) 130 

1914 

1578 

1191 

644 

7.1 

10.6 

14.5 

200 

374 

350 

1050 

7.0 

20.2 
12.0 

1 

2 

15 

140 
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Forest Objectives 
Average Annual Outputs for Decade 1 

Base 1980 Decade 1 

1982 1990 2030 (1988-1997) 
Resource Elements Year RPA Goals 

WILDLEE AND FISH (cont‘d) 

Sierra Nevada -lain (m.) 300 

Labontan cr +rout* (streall mi.)  

Paiute cr +rout* (stream mi.) 

Resident +rout (M lk.) 

Wildlife/Fish User Days (total) 
(M m s )  
mule deer 
resident trout 
Other  

Direct Ebbitat -t 
mule deer (M acres) 
resident trout (miles) 
other (M acres) 

Ii”- 

p=g=m (-11eeS) 

ToI.AL - (W) 
ToI.AL - (W) 

1 

3 

1632 

391.0 

25.2 
340.0 
25.8 

0.5 
0 
0 

39 

9.9 
10.3 

350 

.J 

1.3 

+20 percent 1640 

393.8 

25.2 
341.7 
26.9 

0.2 
0.4 
0.3 

14 14 39 

11.1 12.2 12.1 
13.5 

*Threatened, **Endalg&. 
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Forest - wi d e Standard s-a n d G u  i d e 1 in es 



Forest-wide Standards and Guidelines 

For&-wide Standards and Guidelines set the "I resource ccslditicols that 
will be maintained th?xqMut the Forest  . They provide specific guidelines 
for the management of each resaurce to ensure its protection or enhancement . 
They apply wheremr the res" or activity wars . P b r e  specific or 
additional duection may be given by Management prescriptions or Managercent 
Area Direction . 
Thrs section displays the guidelines for managlng a l l  resources of the 
Forest . 

Resource Page 

AirQuality . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7 5  
Cultural Resources . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7 5  
Diversity . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7 6  
Energy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  77 
Facilities . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  77 
Fish . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7 8  
Geology . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  80 
Hardwoods . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  80 
Lands . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  80 
Minerals . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  82 
Pest Management . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  83 
Protection . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  84 
Range . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  84 
Recreation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  86 
Research Natural Areas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  89 
RiparianAreas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  89 
Sensitiveplants . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  91 
Special Interest Areas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  92 
Timber . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  92 
Visual Resources . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  93 
Watershed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  94 
Wild and Scenic Rivers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  9 7  
Wilderness . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  9 7  
Wildlife . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  98 
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Air Quality 

- Coordmate w i t h  the Great Basin Unified Air Pollution Control D i s t r i c t  
when develophg guidelines for managesent pq?ans on the Forest. 

- O b t a i n  permits f r a n  the Air Pollution Control D i s t r i c t  prior to 
cxmductiq prescription fire activities. 

-Bum only whm fuel mndi.t;lons and climatic conditicols are such that 
r"rm total suspended particles and volaklized gases are generated and 
rapid smke dispersion is assured. 

- Conduct, or require of lessees and mtxactors, dust abatement prccedures 
d u r q  construction or other Forest activities that generate significant 
dust. 

Cultural Resources 

- Consult with local American Indian groups to ensure the protection of, 
and access to, traditional secular, religious, and m a l  sites. 

- Assess and authorize as appmpriate both general and site-specific 
requests by local Amer ican  Indians for traditicmal and religious uses of 
National Forest system lands. 

- Consult with the State Historic h-eservation Officer and " a t e  
appropriate cultUral/hi&xical s i tes  to the National Register. 

- Identify the types of data and research efforts needed to  develop mre 
efficient inventory, evaluation, pmteztion, and canpliance precessing. 
-wage and support in-sarvice and private sector efforts that address 
these needs. Develop and hplement appmpriate manag-t plans and 
strategies. 

- Foster active research programs by issuing antiquity/special use permits, 
cooperative agreements, and volunteer agreements. 

- Document inventories, s i t e  evaluaticms, assessmats of impacts, and 
mitigation plans in a l l  EAs/EISs for Forest-mitiated, authorized, or 
licensed activities. 

- h e a t  Class I1 properties as i f  they were Class I until they are 
evaluated. 

- Maintain the confidentiality of cultural resource si te  locations to aid 
in  their protection. 

provide protectim for known cultural values. 
-Avoid cultural resoufce damage f i re  suppression activities and 

- Intezpmt cultural resources for the benefit of the public. 
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-Develap and impl-t strategies including road closures for the 
protedion of cu l tura l  sites. 

Diversity 

-Maintain or inpmve the diversity of plant and animal “ m i t i e s  by 
proviw a variety of vegetation types and seral stages w i t h i n  the 
Forest. 

- Maintain a t  least five parcent of each timber type and ten percent of 
each shrub type i n  each of the named seral stages. If any given seral 
stage-vegetation ocmbinaticol currently represents less than the “m 
required level, manage to achieve the required level as scan as possible. 

- U s e  the following timber types, shrub types, and seral stages to 
determine the Mini.” Management R W  t level of diversity. 
Diversiw a t  this level is “3 Forest-wide and on a l l  forested land 
whether managed for timber prcductirm or not. The red f i r  canpcolent w i l l  
not be harvested d u r i q  this pl- period. 

Timber Tvpes : Jeffrey pine; red fir; loagepole. 

seral stages ( f i r s t  two aecaaes): 
(1) 

(2) 

(3A) ple/medium tree (20-50 feet high, 0-39 percent canopy cover, 

(3B,C) ple/medium tree (20-50 feet high, 40 percent or mom canopy 

grass/forb ( w i t h  or witbut scattered shrubs and seedlings); 

shrub/seedling/sapliq (trees up to 20 feet high); 

substantial shrub layer); 

cover, variable shrub layer); 

(4A) large tree, ma- to over-matwe (most trees wer 50 feet 
hgh, 0-39 percent canopy mer, substantial shrub layer); 

(4B,C) large tree, mature to --mature (40 percent or more canopy 

(4C) large tree, mature to over-matwe (70 percent or more campy 

ccnrer, variable shrub layer); 

cover and p s i b l e  evidence of decadence). 

Shrub Type s:  Big sagebrmh, bitterbrush. 

Seral stages: 

(1) early stage 

(2) middle stage 

(3)  la te  stage. 

76 



Energy 

- Authorize the developnent of wind as an energy source vshere developrent 
is canpatible with the attainment of established Forest goals for other 
resources or uses. 

- Authorize new ~ l e c t r i c  power facilities as an energy source when 
developnent of projects will allow streamflow sufficient to maintain 
resident trout fisheries, maintain V i s u a l  Quality Objectives, and uphold 
wildlife and riparian resource objectives. 

- Assure that energy o ” t i m  practices are applied to N a t i c m a l  Forest 

- T o  the extent possible, require the use of existrng roads, disturbed 
areas, and the co-lccatim or clustering of energy developent facil i t ies 
such as roads, pipelines, m l a n t  and supprt smcm. 

management &xOg”s. 

Facilities 

- Provide additions to the transprtation system for resource developnent. 
provide public access to public land and developed recreation sites, 
consistent w i t h  Forest goals and objectives. 

- R e c x m s h c t  and regulate traffic as needed for public safety and/or 
resource protection. 

- Address cc”s for public safety and resource proteCtion through road 
closure, relocation or reccolstrudion of m-system mads wnsistent w i t h  
available budgets. 

- Mamtain faci l i t ies  to established standards, make them energy efficient, 
and/or replace i f  necessary. 

- Schedule faci l i t ies  maintenance and replacement p e ~  the follwing 
priorities: 

1. 

2. Accarrplish annual recurrent “me. 

3. E l i m i n a t e  inventoried maintenance backlqs. 

4. 

Correct inventoried health and safety items. 

Replace ~ ~ e d  facil i t ies i f  there is a continued need and m 
feasible alternatives are available. If construction funds are 
not avalable, continue rehabilitabon/refurbishxg work necessary 
to maintain facil i t ies a t  habitable standards while perpetuating 
the life of the struchxce. 

provide n e w  facil i t ies when. needed. 5. 

- Consider mass t rans i t  options when vehicle use exceeds the capacity of 
existing roads or  threatens to damage resource values or when public 
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facilities can best be served by a cc”ity-wide system proposed by 
another entity. 

- Provide -1s for hikers, skiers, equestrians, bicyclists, snommbilers, 
the handicapped, and off-highway vehicle users when cQlrpatible with user 
needs, level of developnent, and Forest goals and objectives. 

- Maintam trails to assignea maintenance levels. 

- coordinate txail ccastruction, rezuuting, improvement, and maintenance 
with ccopxatjng or affected agencies. 

- Separate “patible trail uses where feasible. 

- Utilize existing develop3 facilities, roads, and trails for both m r  
and mter recreation activities, whenever possible, before developing 
new ones for exclusive seasonal use. 

- Rehabilitate and maintain essential habitat for these species according 
to species’ recwery plans and Mem3randa of Understandirg with the 
Califonna Department of Fish and Game and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service. 

- pravide hgh quality habitat for threatened and endangered fish species 
based on the results of habitat capability model analyses. 

- Manage all stream reaches of essential habitat as depict& in the 
Recarery Plan to the fo1lmu-g guidelines in consultation with the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife S-ce. 

1. Do not a l low any activity that results in mre than 10 percent 
dqadakon of the habitat w i t h j n  any gLven strean reach; this 
conclusion must  be supported by data that results fm the use of a 
quantitative methodDlcgy -ey such as GAWS, COWFISH, etc. 

2. Restore unstable or eroding streambanks to a- a streambank system 
that is no mre than 10 percent unstable at any given tune. 

3. Retam vegetation adjacent to p ” i a l  streams that affords stream 
shading and shambank stability. 

Fisheries 

- Provide medium- to high-quality habitat for resident fish species based 
on the results of the appropriate habitat capability model. 

- Manage all s t ”  reaches of all state designated wild trout waters 
accadiq to the following: 
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1. Any activity that results in trampling and chiseling should not exceed 
10 percent of any giwm sizezun reach. A reach is defined as a 
canl5nlnxs portion of a stream w i t h  htnqeneous physical 
characteristics. Use the current situation as documented in the Final. 
-tal Impact Stat-t (EIS) as a reference point. 

2. R e s t o r e  unstable or eroding streambanks to attain a streambank system 
that is m more than 10 percent unstable a t  any given time. 

3. Streamside vegetation s b u l d  pmvlde a nuni" of 90 percent of the 
habitat's capability to provide Stream shading and fish cover. 

-Manage a l l  stxeam reaches containing resident fish ampding to the 

1. Any activity that results in tranpling and chlselirg should not 
exceed 20 percent of any given stream reach. Use the current 
situatim as documented i n  the EIS as a reference pint. 

2. R e s t o r e  unstable or eroding to attain a streambanlc 
systm that is IXI nwre than 20 percent unstable a t  any given time. 

- -bit Stream-modifyirag construction activities w i t h i n  or imnediately 

following: 

adjacent to the aquatic zone dunkg the folloWirag spa"J seasons: 

1. in streams w i t h  spring spawning species (rainbow, cutthroat, and 
golden trout), F e b a r y  15-AuguSt 20; 

2. in streams w i t h  f a l l  spawning species (brown and brook trout) ,  

Excepticms to (1) and (2) abwe nust be approved by the Forest 
Supwisor .  

Wtom l-mil 15. 

- Design stxeam crossings to acmmodate fish passage where proposed roads 
and trails will cross streams that support active or potential fisheries. 

- Maintain instream flows needed to Support existjng resident fisheries. 

-Maintain w a t e r  levels in reservoirs and ~ t ~ r d  lakes to support 
fisheries to  a t  least exist@ levels. 

- Negotiate w i t h  the Federal Energy Regulatory Ccmnission (FERC) and the 
affected u t i l i t y  canpanies to rewater selected reaches of streams for the 
re-establi-t of resident trout fisheries. 

- coordinate w i t h  the California Deparhmt of Fish and Game to establish 
standards for viable populations and tolerable levels of depletion for 
resident fish species. 
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Geology 

- Design and construct s t r u c t ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  or facilities located near active faults 
and/or areas of lamwn seis~c activity to withstand seisnic impacts. 
Relocate s.hructures or facilities to less active sites where design and 
construction is not e"icaJ.1~ efficient. 

- Conduct on-site geologic - 'gaticms prior to surface or vegetation- 
disturbing activities on lands mapped a$ highly or extremely unstable on 
Forest geologic resource inventozy maps. Assess the feasibility of 
mitigatim measures and include stability mitigation measures in pjed 
waking plans and design specificaticms. 

- Make a slope suitability exanuna * tion based on sheer s m / s h e e r  stress 
relationships before ccmstructjng mads or other permanent developnents 
in m a s  that are a hazard because of instability. 

- Cooperate with other agencies, where appropriate, in identi- geologic 
hazards in areas of existing ma& or facilities and assess the 
feasibility of implenentjng hazard mitigation measures. 

-wherever appropriate, include infomat~on explaining local geolosy or 
interesting geologic features in interpretive displays, publications, and 
interpretive programs. 

Hardwoods 

-protect the integrity of the hardwood emsystem in all exist&q oak 
stands. 

Lands 

Electrolu 'c Sites 

Fully develop existing sites Wore authorizing new sites. Authorize new 
sites or expand existirg sites only after analysis indxates such use is 
canpatible w i t h  Forest goals and objectives. 

Landohlnershp Adjustments 

-Acquire lands by exchange, purchase, or &mation in the follmirg 
priority: 

1. Highest priority: 

a. lands w i t h  water frontage such as lakes, streams, flmdplains, 
wetlands, and riparian zones; 

b. key game managemmt areas and lands having endangered or 
threatened fish, wildlife, or plant habitat: 

lands needed to reduce fire risks; c. 



d. 

e. lands and e a s m t s  that ensure access to public lands and 

lands needed to prevent soil -ion; 

resources: 

lands havirg miwe historical or cul-al resources; f. 

g. wild€meSSinh3lciings. 

2. -ate priority: 

a. lands prjmarily of value for outdoor recreation puzposes and 
lands needed for aesthetic purposes: 

lands needed for ahinistcative purposes. b. 

3. Lowest priority: 

b. lands needed to cansolidate exi- blocks of National Forest 
lands to improve administration of the area. 

- D i s p o s e  of lands by excharge in the following priority: 

1. Tracts inside or adjacent to ammmities when such tracts would 
enhance " i t y  develapnent and reduce use conflicts, pruvided that 
suitable private land is not available. coordinate Natrcolal Forest 
System plans for land adjustments w i t h  the Bureau of Land Manag-t, 
-w, and- 'ty general Plans. 

2. L a n d s  under special use  permit w i t h i n  or adjacent to c c " i t i e s  that 
would be better suited for private ownership. 

3. Small federal parcels that are intermingled w i t h  other "-federal 
parcels. 

Ebundaries and Unauthorized o"y 

- Locate, survey, post, and mark National Forest System boundaries to 

- Identify and reduce unautbrized occupancies on National Forest System 

standard. 

lands. 

Rights-of -way Grants 

- Utilize existing public or private u t i l i t y  rights-of-way, and " i z e  
the creation of new rights-of-way where feasible to  reduce m a d s  on 
other resources. 

- Emy new or remns&ucted pawer distribution lmes, (33 kv or less), and 
telepbne 1- m e  feasible. 
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Special Uses 

- Issue special use permits only if private land suitable for the use is 
not reasonably available and if the use is oanpabble with established 
Forest goals and 0bJ-m. 

- ~pply the following priority whm evaluatirtg special use permit 
applications: 

1. public uses (govemmntal) 

2. semi-public uses 

3. private (exclusive) uses. 

- Issue no special use perrmts on lands identified for exchange when this 
would reduce future exchange opprturn+~es. 

Utility Corridors 

- Participate in the East- Sierra Interagmcy Utility Corridor Study to 
identify an east/west midor designation. 

Withdrawals 

- Review exls t ing  withdrawals and recormend revocation when the puqmses 
for which the withdrawals were established no longer exrst or can m 
knqer be acaninistratively accanplished. 

- Initiate Forest Service mthdrawals for new sites only when other 
available surface use and occupancy contruls cannot protect the surface 
resoucces . 

Minerals 

Minerals MaMgemen t: G€nIxa.l 

-A&nunster "g laws and regulations to permit the uninterrupted 
productiun of minerals while assuring the adequate pmtection of other 
resources and enTrimrRnental values. 

-where valid existing rights within withdrawn areas are exercised, 
operating plans should be consistent with the purpose of withdrawals. 

-coordinate the mineral management prcgram with the Bureau of Land 
Management. 

leasable Minerals: Oil, Gas, and Geathermal 

- provide for the leasing of National Forest lands for exploration and 
developnent of oil, gas and geothermal resources carmensurate with other 
resource values. Follow existing Mem3randa of Understanding between the 
Bureau of Land Managenient and the Forest Service that relate to oil, gas, 
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and geothermal mineral activities. Follow applicable regulations, 
opsratlng orders, and notices for oil ,  gas, and geothermal leases issued 
pursuant to appropriate authority. 

- Wepare envirormntal documents that analyze full-scale developwnt prior 
to consentirag to Bureau of Land Managaent's issuance of geothermal 
leases. 

- Prepare pastlease environmental documents in  cooperation mth  the Bureau 
of Land Managewnt for site-specific exploration, developnent, and 
proauction proposals. Assure that lmpacts to re~~ucce~ are appropriately 
analyzed. Assure that impacts to these resources are mikgated to the 
extent possible. 

- Consider the location of fluid conveyance lines and facil i t ies for 
geothermal developnent to ensure the vlability of deer mgration 
corridors. B-murage geothermal developnent that utilizes a i r  cooling 
rather than evaporative coolmg systems. 

Leasable Mineral s: other 

- Provide for leasing National Forest System lands for the exploration and 
developrent of minerals, " r a t e  with other resource values, as 
specified under the Mineral s L e a s j n g  Act of 1920 and the Mmerals Leaslng 
Act for A m  L a n d s  Of 1967. Follow 
applicable laws and regulaticms. 

This includes hardrock minerals. 

Locatable M i n e r a l  S 

-Allow a l l  National Forest System lands not specifically withdrawn frun 
m i n e r a l  entry to be available for mineral exploration, location and 
extraction under applicable laws and regulations. 

Saleable Minerals 

- Utilize c"n variety minerals, e.g., sand, gravel, and bo- mate r i a l  
without encroaching u p  other resowce values. " r a g e  the use of 
materials that are available frun the private sector w h e  possible. 

- Provide for the sa le  of ccmmn variety minerals when such action w i l l  not 
cause unacceptable damage to the surface resources. This includes 
impacts an surface-based access. 

Pest Management 
- coordinate pest mtml programs w i t h  the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 
the California Department of Fish and Game, the Califorma J3e-t of 
H e a l t h  Services,  other federal, stab, and local agencies, and private 
sector groups as needed. 

- Follow an Integrated Pest Management approach to managing pests during 
the plannirag and inplementation of all appmpriate activities, 
particularly t b s e  that influence vegetation. Consider and analyze, on a 
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site-specific project basis, a f u l l  range of pest management alternatives 
that include cultural, biological and " r u c a l  methods. Select 
treatnent me- thrmugh the eslvlrcormental analysis process that 
ccolsider the enviromtal effects, treatment efficacy, and cost 
effectiveness of each alternative. Determine mnitorhg and enforcement 
plans to implement specific measures during this site-specific process. 
Pes t  detection, surveillance, evaluation, p" t ion ,  suppression, and 
post-action evaluation are integral canponents of this Integrated Pest 
Management appmach. 

- Treat green pine stups  that are eight inches and larger in diameter with 
borax to " i z e  the aerial spread of ar" rcot disease in stands 
that are managed for timber prcduction. Treat all green &fer stumps 
with borax in areas managed w i t h  a comentrated/developed recreation 
aphasis. 

Protection 

- Implement a f i re  management program c0nsisb-g of: 17 percent prevention 
and &%tion, 83 percent suppression and aviation, and the application 
of all  appropriate wildfire suppression strategies ( c c n f ~ t ,  
cfmizxi"t, and cfmtml). 

- U s e  Prescriptions and Management Area Direction and f i re  managmt  
' action plans when detennbiq the appropiate wildfire suppression 

strategy. 

- U s e  prescriW fire as a management tool. 

- Consider both existing conditions and the effect of future managmt  
activities in  the area mm"g ' the project area wtw developing 
treatnent standards for fuels. 

-coordinate with local fire districts in the develapnent of major new 
structural facil i t ies on National Forest lards. 

- Allowable hurried acre objectives for specific areas w i l l  be determined in 
the preparation of f i re  managmt area plans. 

resource management tool. 
- T h e  Forest Sexvice mission in fire management is to use fire as a 

- Develop range resources to their reasonable potential and manage them for 

- Provide grazhg  tenure to lend stability to the &a1 livestock-raising 

sustained yields. 

Carmunity and established ranchiq operations. 

- Manage grazmg allotnents according to a planned m a n a g e m e n t  system. 
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- Develop range Allobnmt Managanent Plans before t e r m  pennits are issued 
where lpssible. Incorprate in those plans prwisions for i n p l e " ~  
Best Management Practices for range management. 

- Consider deer forage -ts (five pnmds per deer day) in the 

- U s e  individual grazing allobimt plans as the mtnunent to guide the 
avoidance of unacceptable damage to soil, water quality, and fish habitat 
and the resolution of inrrmpatibilities between livestock and lomwn key 
mule deer favming areas. Institute ps i t ive  measures such as delaying 
the grazing seascBl and/or cErxb-g ' livestock away f m  riparian areas by 

to include aaoptea means of resolution and needed mitigation measures. 
If  rmtigatim is unsuccessful in preventing unacceptable resource damage, 
as a l a s t  resort livestock grazing w i l l  be reduced or eliminated. 

1. Develop a priority schedule, with an annual review, of Allotment 
Management Plans  to be revised over the plarUring period. Each 
Allotment Management Plan will be revised "ensu ra t e  w i t h  available 

allocation of livestock furage as part of all range analysis. 

herding, saltirg, water developnents, or fencing. Amend allotment Plans 

fW. 
A f t e r  Allotment Management Plans are revised, they w i l l  be Wted m 
an average of every ten years. 

2.  

- Consider the benefit to fisheries, wildlife, recreation, and watershed as 
well as range when designkg rarge impravemen ts. 

- Assess mpacts on riparian areas w i t h i n  pennit boundaries during grazing 
permit re-evaluaticns. R e q u i r e  structural and/or non-s t ruea l  measures 
to Correct unacceptable det&oratim of riparian-dependent resources. 

-Graze meadows only when "range-ready" as defrned in Forest Sesvice 
Handbook 2209.21. 

- Conduct annual utilization checks on selected meadows and key wildlife 
habitats in grazing areas. 

- coordinate w i t h  the Bureau of L a n d  Managemat (BLM) for acaninstrating 
shared grazing allobnents to implement the decisions in the BLM's 
BentoII-cxyens Valley Management Framework Plan. 

- Achieve or maintain rangeland, over the, in  "satisfactory" condition as 
defmed by the Region 4 or Region 5 (as appropriate) Range Analysis 
Handbook and Resource Value Rating System. 

- Where feasible, locate all range inprwements away fran travel corridors, 
especially trals, papular fisheries, and other watercourses. 

- Allotment Management Plans w i l l  display use, impruvement, maintenance, 
and other managemat data. 

- U s e  cri teria w i l l  be established and documented for each unit of each 
grazixg allobnent. These criteria w i l l  be develapea through the 
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interdisciplinary team approach using lq-term -trend studies and 
identified l u n i t x g  factors. These criteria w i l l  define permissible 
g r a z i q  levels. This standard &odd be observed m the prccess--soil 
and vegetation are the basic resources. !Che condition of these two 
resources must be maintained or improved. If  they are in  a satisfactory 
condition, then they must  be maintained in this condition. If they are 
m a less than satisfactory condition, then allowance must be made for 
i m p m m t  m d t i o n .  

- Infonn the California Department of Fish and Game before planning and 
implementating revegetation projects. 

- Grant extensions of season of use only when this use does not conflict 
with the Allotment Management Plan's objectives. 

- Locate salt and sheep beagrounas outside riparian areas and a t  least 
one-quarter mile away i f  possible and reasonable. 

Recreation 

Developea Fkcreatim: Private 

-Make future use deternunations before issuing new pernuts: (1) three 
years prior to the expiration of exist5.q t e r m  pernuts; or (2)  when 
existing facilities are sold, a new t e " t i o n  date 1s requested, and 
potential financing of inp"=nts requrre a later termmation date. 

- Encourage the up3atA-g of master developnent plans for exlstmg 
carmercial developnents. Require mas* developnent plans for new 
developnents or before all- any new major construction on exlstiq 
developnents. R e q u i r e  the permittee to suhnit these plans for Forest 
S e r v i c e  approval. 

Developed Recreation: Public 

- Construct and m t a i n  facil i t ies and sites to q i o n a l  standards. 
construct and maintam si tes  and associated water systems and wastewater 
treatment plants to Facility condition Class 1 as defmed i n  the 
recreation resource jnventory. 

- Rnphasize permitted activities rather than prohibited ones on signs to 
lessen recreation use conflicts. 

- Provide screenirag and shade, using vegetation and/or h i f i c i a l  
structures, to increase use on less attractive sites. 

- Design a t  least 10 percent of recreation units for use by the physically 
lmited, in all new highly developed sites (-i- Levels 3 or 4), 
and i n  reconstructed sites w i t h  a capacity of mre than 125. Consider 
the needs of the physically limited in toilet design for these si tes  
whexe possible. 



-Develop new canipsites in concentrated recreation areas before other 
locatiom to generate increased use and higher returns to the U.S. 
masury. 

- Develop associated day-use facilities and intwpretive and informational 
sites and Mls, tngether with overnight campgrounds, to achieve a 
balanced facility package. 

- coordinate with other agencies for the develo-t and maintenance needed 
to p m d e  parking opprhmities for sxm play and mrdic skiing. 

Dispersed R e a x a t i s m  

-Maintain activities and developmts at levels that meet prescribed 
Recreation C Q p r t u ~  'ty spedrum (IIOS) Classes as defined in the Ros users 
Guide. 

- Incorprate the inaeasing demand for mnmtain bike, equestrian, bicycle 
and d c  opprtwdties h i m  canpasite plans, cormunity plans, trail 
Plans, andprogranr;. 

mtap?=e tive services 

- Develop prcgram, displays, and publications to interpret Forest Service 
resource management and the natural and cultural -ts. 

- Design the physical elements of the Interpretive S e r v i c e s  proSram (e.g., 
signs, interpretive .trails, infomation stations) to hamum 'ze with the 
settirags whexe they are lccated. 

- Maximize the use of self-service infomtion facilities. 

- Develop interpretive canposite plans for major interpretive opprhmities 
(e.g., the bristlecones, Mmo Craters). 

- Fonnalize an interpretive plan of Operation for each district based on 
interpretive canpasite plans. 

- ccoltinue to coordinate with the Eastem Sierra Interpretive Association 
to p m t e  and facilitate interpretation and education relating to the 
E a s t e m  Sierra. 

Off -Highway vehic1es/over-snow Vehicles (c%N/osVs) 

- Manage O H V / W  use accordirag to the Forest-wide Standards and Guidelines 
and the 1977 Interagency Motor Vehicle Use Plan. The Motor Vehicle Use 
Plan is scheduled to be upaatea upon implementation of the Forest Plan. 
The update will be wnducted with public involvement and will include 
maps irfhcatiy open routes for both OHVs and OSVs. Criteria used in 
upaating the Plan will include but are mt limited to: 

1. 

2. 

Impacts on soil resultirag in reduced land Koductivity. 

Impacts on vqetaticn resultjng in loss of soil. 
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3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10 * 

11. 

12. 

Dqmdaticn of water  quality. 

Degradaticn of a i r  quality. 

Adverse impacts cn habitat for threatened, e n d a q d ,  or sensitive 
species. 

Adverse inpacts cm habitat in  areas in the m t a i n  sheep and mle 
deer Prescriptims. 

Adverse impacts cm ~~ resources. 

Adverse impacts on visual -. 
Adverse impacts cm other recreation uses. 

Adverse impact toothers using the Inyo National Forest. 

New .t€dlnolcgical changes in c%N/osvs. 

c3aIqffi in the goals or management l3 i rwZh 'on for the Inyo National 
Fcarest. 

- coordinate Forest off-highway vehicle planning ard furdig with f-al, 
state, and local agexiffi, and with private landowners where apFaropriate. 

- when necessary, close critical wildlife and fish habitat to O€W/OSV use. 

-Designate OHV/CSV txails and open areas to " i z e  ccmflicts with 
existing or potential developed recreaticm sites, private property, 
special uses, adjacent wilderness, aclninistrative areas, cultural 
-, riparian areas, key wildlife habitat, and sensitive watershed 
areas. 

- cooperate with the S ta t e  of California in developing a Statewide OIN 
Trail Plan. 

- Do not permit wheeled vehicles exept  for canmmial and adrnjnistrative 

- Do not permit recreational use of wheeled vehicles over 9y3w except in 

- Permit OSV use cnly when there is sufficient 9 1 0 ~  cwer to prutect the 

use on CEV trails and corridors in w i n t e r .  

designated areas. 

soil and vegetative resources. 

-tim Residences 

- Clxtinue all recreation residence special use permits unless a future use 
detenninaticm identifies a higher public need. Ccmplete future use 
debminations for recreation residence tracts during this pl- 
p e r i d  (1988-1998). Schedule f u t u e  use determinations in advance of 
temrination date of the permit to allm sufficient time for public input. 
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- Give priority to public access leading to or through developd or 
dispersed r€Xx€?ation areas - Fnoposed i n p ” t s  obstruct such 
access. 

- Notify recreation residents w i t h i n  flood or avalanche zones that then 
residences are in tfiargez~~~~ areas, and that m additions to existing 
structures will be permitted. Include. the flcdplain damage clause 
(BR-5-3) in permits flwlainS. 

-Resol= “Ql iance  deficiencies before i s m  a pennit for an 
iqxmwmmt to an existirag facility to a new amer. 

Research Natural Areas 

- cooperate in the establishent process for recarmended botanical Research 
Natural Areas. 

Regional Research Natmal  Area prcg’ram. 
- Inventory geolcgic Research Natural Area candidates as a part of the 

m a r i a n  Areas 

-Give emphasis to riparian-dependent resources in the management of 
riparian areas. 

- protect streams, stmambanks, shorelines, lakes, wetlands, and the plants 
and animals depmdent an these areas. 

- prevent significant adverse riparian area changes in water temperature, 
chemistry, sedmentaticol, and channel blcckages. 

- U s e  Allotment Management Plans as the vehicle for ensuring p+x&icol  of 
riparian areas fran unacceptable impacts fran grazing. Institute 
pasitive measures such as salting, herding, water developnents, fencing, 
rest rotation, deferred rotation, and other grazing systems as mitigation 
measures. If mitigation is unsuccessful in preventing unacceptable 
resource damage to the riparian habitat, as a last resort, livestock 
grazing will be reduced or eliminated in the affected areas. 

- Rehabilitate and/or fence riparian areas that consistently show resource 
damage fm any cause if conflicts m t  be resolved. 

- Relocate existing roads, trails, and campsites outside riparian areas 
where. necessary to eliminate or reduce unacceptable deterioration of 
rqarian-depndent resources. 

- Allow new developcents and surface disturbance in riparian areas only 
after on-site evaluatims have determind that riparian-dege”t 
resources are not adversely affeded, or mitigaticol of adverse impacts is 
identified and incorporated in project design and inplementaticol 
specifications . 
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- Apply the fol1mh-g e& dxzturbance standards to each m e  w ~ t h i n  each 
stream .type. These standards apply to the ar"t of post-project 
disturbance. Earth disturbance 1s defined as ccmplete r-a1 of 
vegetation or a percentage of bare ground resulting fran of the 
disturbance. 

Earth Disturbance Standards 
Zone Type Amount of earth 

Disturbance Permitted on 
Any 100-Meter Reach 

AQUATIC 
-standing or running water See Forest Wide Standards & Guidelines 

RIPARIAN 
--Terrestrial habitat adjacent to Water bodtes tn Which 
plants are rooted In  water or nn saturated sol1 

A 
B 
C 

3% 
5% 
10% 

A 10% 
(If entrenched. on unstable 
terrain or on a slope 40% 

allow only 5% disturbance ) 
E 
C 20% 

(No restriction) 

Terrestrial (Upland! Stream Type A 

Aquatic (Riverine 

stream Type B Terrestrial (Upland) 
Riparian (Palustrlne! 
Aquatic (RlVerlnel 

Terrestrial (Upland! Stream Type C 
Riparian (Palustrlne! 
Aquatic (Riverme) 

.. - 
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- Limit wildfire contrul rnetkds and actinties that would adversely affect 
the riparian zone. Avoid dozer-built lines in th~s zone where possible. 
mqjlasize the restoration of dozer impads on ripmian zones when 
rehabilitatixg fire ant101 sites. 

- Require the foll- waterbar spacing on trails in riparian areas m e s s  
specifically detennined othezwise by on-site project evaluations: 

Wail Gradient (%) Spacing (feet) 

1-5 200 
6-10 150 
11-15 100 
>15 50 

- Prohibit new locations of equipnent staging areas in riparian zones. 
Phase out existkg staging areas that have adverse effects on these 
mes. 

- Maintain the integrity of desert springs in the White and Inyo "ntains 
and the South Sierra E a s t e r n  Escarpnent to conseme plant and wildlife 
habitat. 

-Recognize the importan t and disbnctive values of riparian areas when 
implementing managexent acbvities. Give preferential mideration to 
riparian-depmdent resources when conflicts a"g land use activities 
OCCUT. 

- Delineate and evaluate riparian areas before inplmentiq any planned 
management activity. 

-Design range, fish and wildlife habitat imprwement projeds and/or 
silvicultural prescriptiuns to maintain or enhance riparian area 
dependent fesoucces. 

-Give priority to the rehabilitation of riparian areas when planning 
range, wildlife habitat, and watershed iq"ent projects. 

- Mwe existing livestock watering locations out of riparian areas when and 
where feasible. 

Sensitive Plants 
- Develop and implement a consistent, systematic, biologically sound 
prcgran for sensitive plant species and their habitat so that federal 
listing does m t  OCCUT. 

- Ocmplete inventories of project sites and areas of disturbance if there 
is potential habitat or lamwn population locations are identified. The 
reporting Lpocedures for this process will be outlined in the Sensitive 
Plant proSram Managemat Plan for the Forest. 
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- canplete interim management for all listed sensitive 
plant species (the Watch I, Watch 11, and Sensitive Species lists). 

- Allow rn new disturbance of identified sensitive plant habitat wi tbut  
direction f m  Interim Management Guides, Species Manag-t Guides, or 
an e " a t a l  analysis. 

- Allow scientific studies w h m  there is rn detrimental effect on sensitive 
species. 

- Develop Species Managmt Guides and subsequent plans for all 
species on the Forest sensitive plant list. They w i l l  @de bckqmund 
mformation and present s t a b s  of the species, locate new ppla t ions ,  
identify potential enhancement opprtunities, locate key areas necessary 
for long-term protection, and describe "nn impact levels. Utilize 
information f r u u  the Natural D i v e r s i t y  Database, the California 
Deparhent of Fish and G a w  and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Sexvice. 

Special Interest Areas and National Natural Landmarks 
- Bdiuate and reccmnend candidate Special Interest Areas for 

classification and candidate National Natural Lanchnarks for naninatiOn by 
1990. 

- Manage the existing Ancient Bristlecane Pine Forest Botanical Area under 
the apprwed managanent plan. 

- Protect the characteristics of the candidate areas u n t i l  evaluation is 
mnpleted. 

Timber 

- conduct a silvicultural examination and constxuct a prescriptmn before 
any vegetative. manipulation or cultural trea-hnent. Make exceptions for 
the removal of hazard trees or trees that block vision along mads, 
rights-of-way clearings, minerdl operations, minor amunts of remaVal by 
public fuelwood gathering, and similar cases. 

- Locate and design tunber sales with wnsideration for the Visual Quality 
Objectives of the s u r r o w  landscape and -sting and potential 
recreation use. 

- Timber sale contracts w i l l  make provision for access across timber haul 
mads for officially designated mrdic and -bile trails. 

- Allm m s  created by regeneration harvest t o  border or include 
natural openings i f  other resource values are protectd. Cpenings shall 
generally be surrounded by timher stands five acres in size or larger 
except that on a case-by-case basis, o p n i q s  may have up to 15 percent 
of their periphery in  cc"n w i t h  other o p n i q s .  

- Do not enter pure stands of red fir during this pl- period. 
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- H a r v e s t  timber i n  riparian m e s  and on uther m o i s t  sites using logging 
systens that  minimize soil disturbance, wnpaction, and other impacts on 
those sites in acoordance w i t h  Regulation C l a s s  I11 requirements. 

- Ehphasize maximum road spacing in logging system Plans and -tal 
anal-. 

- Clase or, where possible, Oblitexata "ceded roads to preclude resource 
ocolflicts, while considering O W  'ties. 

percent. 
the absence of on-site detwminations. 

- Consider the need for specialized yarding equipnmt on slopes over 30 
Preclude tractor logging on slopes greater than 30 percent in 

-Conduct logging and/or "struct- ion pjects to prevent debris fmn 
-bit yarding 

- Schedule planting or seedirg within three years of clearcuttlng, so that 
aaesuate ' can be attained within five years of harvest. 

-Plan activities that w i l l  favorably mDdify the microclimate to help 
ensure plantation success. Include such activities as shelterwood 

entering stream ChaMels or causjng w a t e s h &  damage. 
logs through streams. 

cutting and using shade-& devi- for seedling protection. 

-Determine the duration of opmirgs on the basis of assigned V i s u a l  
Quality Objectives for that area. Apply the gmdeline that a harvested 
area w i l l  IID lcmge be cansidered an 0peni.q for timbar managaent 
puqmses when stocklq ' surveys indicate that the new stand meets 
prescribed stoclung ' requirements with ~CSW four and m-half feet tall. 

- Continue to honor the unsigned agreenent w i t h  the Paiute/Shoshcme people 

m-Indian for the purposes of picking pinenuts or piuga on National 
Forest System lards. 

envircarmental analysis. 

causing unacceptable damage to resources. 

drafted in 1973. Issue no "eru 'al permits to either Indian or 

-Consider both sumner and winter operatirig seasons in project-level 

- R e s t r i c t  vehicles to designated mads when vehicle use by wwdcutters is 

Visual Resources 
- Obtain the Forest Supervisor's appwal through the e n v j " n t a l  

analysis prw.%ss for any deviations fmm V i s u a l  Quality Objectives (VQOS) 
assigned in  Prescripticas. 

- Maintain or enhance #e size and diversity of all riparian zones, aspen 
stands, meadows, and alpine tundra vegetation zones where such zones are 
visible fmn Sens i t i v i ty  Level  1 & 2 roads and trails, or where they 
receive significant recreation use. 
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- Rehabilitate and/or enhance the visual resoucce when hIipl€imnting 
projects, where appropriate as follows: 

1. Rehabilitate the visual resource where the -sting visual wndition 
fails to met the assigned va3. 

2. Enhance the resource where the existing visual wndition appears 
mmtomm, and where there is an opportunity to create visual 
variety in the landscape through planting, vegetative manipulation, 
or other accepted means. 

Base priorities for rehabilitation and -t projects upcol the 
VQo assigned to the project area, corridor viewshed plans, and on the 
follawirag considerations: 

3. 

- The relative imp3rtance of the area and the amount of denation 
fm the aaaptea w. 

- The 1- of time it muld take natural processes to reduce the 
vlsual inrpacts so that they meet the a-ted W. 

The length of time it would take rehabilitation measures to met 
the adopted W. 

The coordination with the m-s necessary to rehabilitate the 
project area. 

- 

- 

- Mamtain foregrounds and nuddlegmunds of the scenic corridors of the 
follming travel mutes to Retention and/or Partial Retention Vg3s as 
inventoried, but rot less than Partial Retention: 

1. Highways officially designated by the state as California State and 
county scenic Highways. 

2. California State Scenic HLghway Systm routes as designated m the 
September 1970 Master Plan. 

- State Highway 120, west of U.S. 395 to Tioga Pass 
- U.S. 395 
- State HLghway 158 
- State Highway 203 
- State Highway 168. 

These highways include: 

- Meet the Retentim VQ3 in all foreground zones of other Sensitivity Level 
1 mads and trails, recreation sites, and within all concentrated 
recreation areas. 

Watershed 

Soils 

- Reduce accelerated soil erosion resulting f m  managemsnt activities to 
natural backgruund levels within three years after the soil-disturbing 
activity. 

94 



- Conduct an order 2 Soil Resaurce Tnvmtory or an on-site soil 
lrnrestigation to evaluate all areas that are scheduled for msdification 
(vegetation manipulation, consbuction, etc.) or subject to concentrated 
use. 

-Avoid the use of soil-dishn3- equipwrit, OHVs, and tSampling by 
livestock on w e t  or poorly-drained soils whewver possible. 

-Use earth-retaining stn~ctures or other special mthds as needed on 
steep slopes or in areas of instability. 

- Keep cbzer-cwnstcucted fire lines as narrow as possible, and p m d e  for 
CMCurrent a i m  c@ntrol on areas w i t h  long, ccoltmuom gouges in areas 
of shallow, canpact&, or highly erodible soils. 

- Omserve the surface mineral and/or surface organic layer of the soils by 
"izing soil =&urbane to maintain long-term prmhctivity. 

-Store topsoil a-site in areas subject to "u 'Cal disturbance. 
Respread as the top layer when the p j e c t  is q l e t e d .  

-Avoid land alterations that could potentially cause significant soil 
erosion and loss of soil prodluctr 'vity. 

erosion. 
- Stabilize a l l  areas disturbed by managem& activities to " i z e  soil 

-Apply the Best Managmt  Practices (BMPS) f m n  the handbook, "Water 
Quality Managment for National Forest System L a n d s  m California" 

activities that may reduce the prcductivity of the landbase or cause 
surface erceicm or m a s s  wasting. 

h w  ' ipljnaxy review to m i d  or mitigate adverse impacts 
for any projects or activities pmposed in areas identified in the soil 
resource inventories as having an erosion hazard r a m  of nine or 
greater. 

(U.S.D.A., Forest Service, 1979) when hpl-tirag ground-di~b.?hb~~ 

- R- 

- L i m i t  disturbance to 110 mxm than five percent per decade on that portion 
of a managemnt area characterized by steep slopes, very high erusion 
potential, or high instability. 

Water 

- Mamtain or hprove waw quality to meet state and federal standards. 
Cooperate and coordinate with state and federal agencies when planning 
projects that could affect water quality. 

-Implement Best Managmt  Practices ( W s )  to meet water  quality 
objectives and maintain and inppove the quality of surface water on the 
Forest. Identify m e . .  and techniques for applying BMps durjng project 
level e " m t a l  analysis and incorporate into the associated pnject 
Plan and inplementation documents. 
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- Secure water rights for existing and foreseeable future National Forest 
c"ptiw uses am- tn state law. Convert all National Forest 
System water uses intn the name of the Forest  S b c e  -e psible. 

- Obtam water availabiliw assurarn%s for existing and foreseeable future 
-ive uses through the special use p??nnit and the Federal mergY 
Regulatory Carmission (FERC) "a Repcnt" processes. 

-Manage mi%"% w i t h  the priori- of maintaining and Proteding 

- Pqui?2e the f0llawing waterbar spacirg an d3zer-cnnstnlctd fire lines: 

existing healthy watwd-mk before rehabilitating degrade3 systems. 

Slope gr adient (%) 

1-3 
4-6 
7-9 

10-14 
15-20 
21-40 
41+ 

Spaclng (feet) 

300 
250 
150 
125 
80 
60 
40 

- Do not channelize natural streams unless there are no other options. 

- Maintain i r l s t r eam flows needed to maintain stream channel CnITptence. 

- Design crms.tructicol activities w i t h i n  Streams to avoid sedimentation in 
the aquatic zone. 

- Manage all stream reaches to maintain or inpiuve their S.tream Channel 
Stability Rating (SSR) to 110 or less for all clcmestic water supply 
watersheds. 

- Manage sensitive stream reaches (those w i t h  bank protection ratings of 
16-20) am- to the fol1cmk-g guidelines for all dunestic water 
supply watersheds: 

1. Do not a l low the sun of trampling and chiseling smres to exceed 20 
percent. 

these reaches unless they are satisfactorily nutigated. 
2. Do not permit mads, trails, or livestock paths tn cross streams in 

3. Maintain adquate instream flows to retain mil protect- riparian 
vegetation. 

- Locate roads and trails on natural benches or ridges well away fran 
Avoid constructing stream causes and other water  bodies where possible. 

mads and trails that parallel or cmss tributaries to a - stream. 
- Use the steepest permissible pitches and grades to avoid parallellng the 

Design to maintam the exist- width:depth stream at stream crossings. 
ratio of the stream. 
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- Use repeated .treatments, if necessary, to establish vegetation on f i l l  
m a t e r i a l  where bridges or culverts wnss streams. 

- Heavily anMr ths &"ked bath Upstream and drrwnstream fnm each road, 
t r a i l ,  and livestock path crcssing that has neither a bridge nor a 
culvert. G i v e  highest priority to streams that contain threatened or 
endangered .trout species and watersheds that provide 'c w a t e r  
supplies. 

- U s e  the fo1lcd.q spacing of cross-drains on unsurfaced loads as a guide: 

Road M e n t  (%) 

1-3 
4-6 
7-9 

10-14 
15-20 

spcirag (feet) 

1,200 
700 
400 
250 
120 

- outslope umurfaced roads and trails where user safe* and designed use 

- Avoid creating berms that hinder drainage on law gradient mads. 

- Revegetate mads and trails when use is terminated. 

- R e t u m  a l l  lands in declining watershed d k o n  to &librim. 

q IlDt jeqardizeii. 

Wild and Scenic Rivers 
- Develop IMnag-t plans in ccnjunctim w i t h  the Sequoia National Forest 

for the newly designated North Fo?A of the K e m  and South Fork of the 
Kern Wild and S a c  Rivers. 

- Undertake 110 management activities that wnild prec11~~I~ designation of the 
Middle Fork of the San Joaquin River as a Wild and S d c  River. 

Wilderness 

- Develop management plans or amend existing plans to address wilderness 
designated by the California W i l d e r n e s s  A c t  of 1984 or any wildemess 
legislatim enacted b i r a g  the plarming perid. 

-Manage wilderness under the follwiq guidelines: maintain a 
p&"nt ly  natural and natural-apgeariq environment, facilitate low 
frequcmcies of interaction between users, and exexcise necessary contzvls 
primarily from outside the wilderness boundaqz. Any on-site contzvls 
should be subtle. 
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Wildlife 

'Ihreatened, lw+F=€d , and Sensitive Animal Spec ies 

- Consider threatened and endangered species as belaw viability until 
recwery is achieved. &&size the protection and inp?rovement of 
habitat for threatened or endaqered wildlife. Manage for the protection 
and enhancement of all historically and potentially threatened or 
endangerd species habitat as necessary to meet recovery levels. 

- Cooperate w i t h  the Fish and Wildlife S e r v i c e  and California Department of 
Fish and Game in the manag-t of threatened and endangered species and 
the restoration of habitat. Suhnit praposals for actions that might 
affect the mtinued existence of a threatened or endangered species to 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife S d c e  for formal consultation. 

- Develop and inp1-t a consistent, systematic, biologically sound 
strategy to manage sensitive species and the= habitats so that federal 
1lStrng does not OCCUT. 

- Pexmit scientific studies on sensitive species only if the stu&es muld 
benefit the species. 

mlaganen t Indicator Spec ies 

Manag-t Indicator Species are those that the Forest identified for one or 
mre of the following reasons: federally designated threatened or endangered 
species: sensitive species: harvest species: ecological mdicator species; or 
special intezest species. 

Populaticms of species in these categories will be maintained at viable 
levels. These Standards and Guidelines apply to -sting and ptential 
habitats for these species. 

Carnivores (State-listed or Sensitive): Sierra Nevada red fax, pine 
marten, fisher, wolverine 

1. Inventory projed areas where developnent or habitat alteration 
projects could alter habitats required by these species. 

2. Maintain the integriiq of habitats rquued ' bythesespecies. Manage 
Ina3wn habitats to ensure that breeding and adjacent foraguq habitats 
are maintained. 

W e  &er (Harvest) 

1. Maintain or enhance the integrity of key win- ranges, holding 
areas, migration mutes, and fa- areas for mule deer. Although 
managmt activities may a l low for some alteration of their habitat, 
the goal is to m t a h  deer habitat to support deer population 
levels consistent w i t h  deer herd management objeckves. 
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- Design vegetative -treatment uni t s  on "x, win te r ,  and 
transitian mqes so that the distance fmm forage to cover dDes 
mt exceed six hundred f e t .  

Recognize the Sensitivity of infringement on lnmwn key mule deer 
fawning areas during the critical fawnirq periOa from June 15 to 
July 15. 

- 
R e s o l v e  ccmflicts in fawr of fawning areas. 

- Manage sumner and transition ranges for each herd to provide a 
thermal  cover to forage ratio between 20:80 and 80:20 on each 
area. 

Develop water sources where water is needed and opprtunities are 
available. 

- 

- mrdinate w i t h  Caltrans and the counties to provide the safest 
possible mad crossings for mule deer. 

2. Recognize the impoaanCe of key deer habitats. Dnphasize the 
p t e c t i o n  of critical deer habitat when analyzing developwnt 
pmpasals. 

Determine forage allccation for deer on the basis of five pounds of 
forage per deer per day ( 6 . 5  deer per AUM). 

3. 

4. coordinate w i t h  Calif-a Department of Fish and Game in 
iq~l"J existing deer herd plans. Cooperate w i t h  the Department 
of Fish and Game in the preparatim of needed additional deer herd 
Plans. 

Bald eagle (- ) 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

Manage for recovery. Recovery may require the manag-t of 
potential sites as w e l l  as occupied sites. 

U s e  the presence of bald eagles and results of the habitat capability 
nodel for the species to establish the existing and patential 
wintering areas including wintex roosts, foragkg areas, and aaytime 
perches. 

Maintain the inkgrity of existing wintaring areas. Do mt establish 
new winter uses  or recreation devalopnents w i t h i n  one-quarter mile of 
such areas. 

Maintain and enhance fish, waterfml, and other pmy-base ppulat ims 
w i t h i n  winter foraging areas where opportunities exist. 

Inplement the P a c i f i c  States  Bald Eagle Recovery Plan. Prepare a 
local winter bald eagle management plan that tiers to the Pacific 
states Plan. 
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Golden eagle and prairie falcon (special * Ulterest) 

1. Maintain or enhance the integrity of nesting habitats for golden 
eagles and prairie falcnns. 

- L i m i t  disturbance w i t h i n  one-quarter mile of nest sites 
frun February 1 through June 30. 

- Pmvicb for several successional stages and vegetation types 
w i t h i n  five miles of nest sites. 

Provide artificial ledges on c l i f f s  where the lack of ledges is a 
limiting factor. 

- 

We elk (Speual - Interest) 

1. Follow the direch 'on of'the Tule  EL^ Managawnt Plan for the C~SLS 
Valley. 

peregrine falclm (EhhqeEd ) 

1. Implement the Pacific Coast American Peregrine Falcon Recwery Plan 
prepared by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife S e n r i c e .  

Establish ism nesting pairs of Peregrine falcons. 2. 

Goshawk (Sensitive) 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

"tam a density of a t  least one goshawk territory per eighteen. 
square miles w i t h i n  goshawk habitat range. Distances between 
territories or c l q  of territories w i l l  mt exceed twelve miles. 
Goshawk habitat range is defined as  an area contairung acbve or 
potential nesting habitat as defined below. 

Maintain a t  least one hundred acres of mature timber per territory to 
provide suitable cnnditions for the nest stand and an altemate nest 
stand. If the nest stand and an alternate nest stand am lamwI1, 
delineate a t  least f i f ty  acres around each stand. If  only the nest 
stand is lamwn, delineate either me hundred acres around the nest 
stand or a t  least fif ty acres around the nest stand and, within a 
half-rmle radius, a t  least f i f ty  acres around a potential alternate 
nest stand. R"= that replacement stands are incorporated m 
territories. 

Give preference to currently active nest territories when delineat- 
a population neismrk. 

Include the followug elementS in potential goshawk habitat or 
territories re- to as- species viability: (a )  five or mre 
vegetaticol types and three or mre seral stages w i t h i n  two miles of 
the nest stand: (b) a t  least 40 percent campy mer: (c) a water 
soufce within one-quarter mile of the nest stand: and (d) a nest 
stand locaticm on a slope of less than 20 percent. 
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5. Locate territories in areas classified as unsuitable for camwcial 
timber management wtlerever possible. 

6 .  Exclude timber activities within occupied nest stands durhg the 
nesting period. Timber activities during other tine perids should 
be limited to those activities that meet the habitat variables 
associated w i t h  suitable habitat i n  the Forest's goshawk habitat 
capability model. 

Blue zpouse 

1. Maintain or enhance blue grouse habitat by protecting vegetative 
diversity, riparian habitat, and down logs. 

sage grouse (-st) 

1. Maintain a shrub canopy cover of a t  least 20 percent on a t  least 30 
percent of vegetation treatment areas w i t h i n  six miles of lamwn 
strutting grounds (leks). 

Allm m vegetative treatment in sage grouse habitat that would have 
a significant negative impact on tlus species. 

Recognize the sensitivity of sage grouse leks during the period fran 
March 1 and April 30. 

2. 

3. 
R e s o l v e  conflicts m favor of sage-grouse. 

4. cooperate w i t h  the California Department of Fish and Game i n  
remtxductmn efforts. 

spottea owl/Great gray owl (Sensitive) 

1. Conduct periodic inventories. If spotted owl pairs are located, 
manage their habitat as needed to maintain natu?=al &stribution on 
the Forest. 

2. If great gray awls are documented, maintain foragmg and nesting 
habitat where management activities could alter their habitat. 

Sierra Nevada mcimtain sheep (Sensitive) and Nelson nmmtain sheep 
mtmst) 

1. Maintain exis t ing mountam sheep habitat. Where feasible, expand 
their ranges by transplanting animals to slutable UMxCupied habitats 
as per the cr i ter ia  stated in the Sierra Nevada Mountain Sheep 
Rewvery Plan. 

Permi t  m increase in  exist ing livestock use i f  the -ease is shown 
to  be deleterious to mountain sheep populations as defined m the 
R e c o v e r y  Plan. 

2. 

3. Maintain the health of established mountain sheep poulations. If 
disease transmission fmn &mesh 'c livestock 1s shown to be 
deleterious to mountain sheep ppulatiuns, find ways to alleviate 
this problem. 
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4. Prohibit the conversion of livestmk type frcm catt le to  sheep on or 
adjacent to existirag or apEnoved reintroducticm s i tes  for m t a m  
-P. 

5. If remtzw3ud rmuntain sheep establish thanselves m drainages 
outside the reintzw3uctim sites, take advantage of opportunities to 
extend mmtain sheep range, wnsistent w i t h  other resource 
ackwkes .  

6. Develop and implement a r e w v e ~ ~  and conservation plan for N e l s o n  
Update the sheep similar to the one devised for Sierra Nevada sheep. 

Sierra Nevada i’4nmta.h Sheep Plan. 

7. provide for the lorg-term vlability of Sierra Nevada and N e l s o n  
muntam sheep ppulations by pnmtirg reestablishment of these 
species into suitable habitat within historic range, giving 
preference to areas w i t h  m current livestock use and consistent w i t h  
other resource activities. 

Riparian Kea-depenaen tspec ies 

1. Maintain the viability of the yellow warbler by Implementing 
managment direction for snags, down lcgs, riparian habitats, and 
habitat diversity. D 

5lag-- tspecl ‘es 

1. Maintain the viability of the hairy woodpecker and Williamson 
sapsucker by implemsnthg management directi on for snags, down logs, 
and habitat diversity. 

Habi ta t  Type S 

Forested Habitats 

Successional Stages: Grass-forb, shrub-seedling, pole, mature 
and old growth. 

W i l d l i f e  Habitat Relatiomhip Type s (WHRs): Eastside (Jeffrey) 
pine, ldgeple pine, mxed conifer, red fir, subalpme forest, 
bine-juniper, oak wo~dland and quaking aspen.. 

- 

1. Maintain a “I of 5 percent in each successional stage and each 
campy cover class for each WHR habitat type. Recarmended area size 
for implementation of this guideline is 10,ooO acres. 

2. Limit regeneratian harvest area size to 40 acres. Limit area size 
for other trea.hnents (i.e. overstory remwal, carmercial t h i n n i q )  to 
a raqe of 80 to 140 acres unless determined otherwise in the 
envirormnental analysis process. 
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3. Manage to achieve the desired dispersion as soon as possible i f  a 
given vegetation -/seral stage d i n a t i o n  is below long-term 
mini" levels. 

4. Utilize both suitable and unsuitable t.lmberlands to meet the 
diversity requirement as long as habitat characteristics for 
managemnt indicator species are fully met. 

5. Design treatment areas to have wavy or feathered edges, so a high 
Design treatment areas larger than 10 "dimity index" is achieved. 

acres so they have a diversity index greater than 1.4. 

"Logs (To provide woody material foragiq sites for cavity-nesting 
wildlife. ) 

1. Leave in place an average of one lq/acre in  the Jeffrey pine forest 
whe.re pssible.  In other Conifemus forest types, leave in place an 
average of one lcg/acre that is a t  least twenty inches in diameter a t  
the large end, and at least twenty feet long. 

G i v e  pference to logs and slash piles within 100 yards of meadows, 

possible, logs to achieve a density of two to three logs per 
acre in such areas. 

2. 
standing water, stream, or the edges of regeneraticol units. where 

O l d  Gmwi31 
decadence. 

1. 

(A forested stand that is past maturity and sh3xi.q signs of 
The l a s t  successional stage in a forest ecosystem. ) 

Apply the following priority sequence when designating stands to be 
managed for old growth habitat values. 

- Those stands that best meet old ~JXE&I conditions and are not 
managed for comnercial timber pNXbctim. 

riparian habitat, watershed, and aesthetics. 

Stands that are mt managed for carmercial timber prcduction. 

- stands that serve the needs of Sewal  resources, such as 

- 
2. Allocate rm less than 10 percent of the acreage to the la te  seral 

stage ompmnt i n  areas " a g e d  for timber, mcluding both the 
suitable and unsuitable amgonerit. 

Apply a minimum s ize  requirement of forty acres to old growth stands 
managed primarily for wildlife habitat. 

Review and display old growth stands and wildlife habitat needs for 
the entire timber a"t when Plannirg individual t.rmber sales. 

m g m t :  

- Extend rotations for designated stands on camercial 
timberlands. Include a pattern of long-term stand replacement 

3. 

4. 

5. Consider the follu%irig Options when planning for old growth 
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that ensures the continued presence of old growth stands over 
time. 

- Reserve old growth stands on rifm-cormercial timhrlands over 
time. 

Select specific stands for old growth managmt in areas where 
sufficient stands do not presently ex is t ,  or where old growth is 
projedaa for harvest. Document these selectim. Document any 
decision to forego the old growth canp=owt for a specific area. 

- 

6. Manipulate vegetation (e.g., in- 'ate harvest, planting, snag 
creation), where necessary, to maintain or enhance old growth 
habitat. 

(Standing dead trees over twenty feet tall.) 

1. Maintain dead or down trees that are needed for cavity-nesting 
species. 

prescribe slag densities for each mag-dependent wildlife species or 
group of species (guild) for each timber aqarherit. 

2. 

3. Manage slags on suitable timberlands to the extent possible to 
achieve an average density of 1.2/acre (15-24" dbh) plus 0.3/acre 
(>24" dbh); all  should be higher than twenty feet. 

Manage snags on nomuitable timberlands and all riparian areas to the 
extent pssible to aheve an avexage density of 1.5/acre (15-24" 
dbh) plus 0.5/acre (>24" dbh). 

4. 

5. Manage snags on pinyon-juniper wcdlands to achleve an average 
density of 0.8/acre (15-24" dbh), plus 0.2/acre (>24" dbh), where 
such larger slags are available. Manage the mller snags to achieve 
an average density of l.O/acre where larger snags are not available. 

6. Give preference to snags amund seeps, springs, and successional 
edges. 

7. Manage mags in clmp of three to five, each clump representing a 
"I area of five acres in riparian areas. 

Count m mm than ten snags on a given acre in terrestrial habitats 
toward fulfilling prescribe3 average snag density for an area. 
Groups of snags covering areas larger than 10 acres cannot be 
considered clmps. 

Select snags >20 feet high and >16 inches XI diameter to manage for 
wildlife habitat. 

8. 

9. 

10. Ccnsider snag creation where existing snag density falls belaw 
acceptable levels. 
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11. Permit slag cutting only in areas where the hard slag level exceeds 
three per acre, or where mags could endanger life or pmperty, such 
as public use or vndt project areas. 

slzub Witats 

Shrub Habitat Type s: High elevation (alpine shrub, montane shrub, 
wedgeleaf ceanothus); law elevation (curlleaf mahogany, 
bitterhush, big sagebrush,lm sage-); and high desert 
(saltbush-greasewood, shadscale). 

Successicolal Stages (not applied to high elevations: 
<20% canopy cover (grass-forb): 20-40% campy cover: >40% canopy 
cover. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6 .  

Maintain a “m of 15 percent of total shrub habitat in each 
successional stage in low elevation and high desert shrub types. 

Limit vegetation .treatment area size to a range of 80 to 140 acres in 
nnst  cases. Design treatment areas so they have wavy or feathered 
eageS and a diversity index greater than 1.4. 

Bring a l l  grazed habitats to a t  least fa i r  ccoldition w i t h  an up”I 
or static trend on lands grazed under “ t a t i o n  and deferred 
mtation systems. 

Defer livestock grazing on vegetaticn treatment areas 1.5 to 2.5 
years to al low establishment of herbaceous vegetation. 

Address the managemnt of a l l  forage classes, including forbs, i n  
tenns of grazing systems and Season of use in A l l o a t  Managentent 
Plans. 

Locate areas propxed for tceatment in shrub habitats where existing 
herbaceous understory represents a t  least 10 percent of total 
vegetative cover. 
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Management Prescriptions- 



Management Prescriptions 
Management Prescriptions specify how all the Forest resolvces will be managed 
to emphasize a specific resource . Each prescr~.&lon has a different resource 
m a s i s  . Several prescriptions may be implemented mthn one Management 
Area. de- on the resowces and use of the area . 
This section describes the purpose of each prescription. what the resource 
emphasis will be and where the prescription will be applied . It displays 
direction for management of each reso- . There are eighteen prescriptions 
that will be inplemented . 

No . 
1 . 
2 . 
3 . 
4 . 
5 . 
6 . 
7 . 
8 . 
9 . 
10 . 
11 . 
12 . 
13 . 
14 . 
15 . 
16 . 
17 . 
18 . 

- Prescription Page  

Designated Wilderness . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  107 
Proposed Wilderness . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  113 
Mountain Sheep Habitat . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  116 
Mule Deer Habitat . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  117 
Research Natural Areas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  119 
Mono Basin National Forest Scenic Area ........................ 122 
Ancient Bristlecone Pine Forest . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  123 
Wild and Scenic Rivers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  126 
Uneven-aged Timber Management ............................ 130 
High Level Timber Management . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  132 
Range . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  134 
Concentrated Recreation Area . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  136 
Alpine Ski Area. Existing and Under Study ...................... 138 
Potential Alpine Ski Area . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  140 
Developed Recreation Site . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  143 
Dispersed Recreation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  145 
Semi-primitive Recreation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  147 
Multiple Resource Area . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  149 
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D-nated Wilderness (#1) 

The purpose of this prescription is to p r o t e c t  wild lands and their 
wilderness values of M ~ U I ~ L  ecolcgical integrity and natural appearance. 

The aphasis is on providing opprhmities for solitude, challenge, and 
primitive recreation. 

This prescription applies to the existkg Ansel Adams, Hoover, Golden Trout, 
John Muir, south Sierra, and any Wilderness designated by Cagress during the 
planning period. 

Elenent lrynaganen t Direction 

Air Quality -tor a i r  quality on Class I airsheds to detect 
degradatirm. R e a x m e n d  abatement measures after 
Air Quality Related Values and indicators are 
de-. 

Fnergy 

Facili t ies 

protect significant cultural pmpzties by limiting 
or distributing use. 

Permit no new energy developnents. 

Allow m road "on. 

Manage the t ra i l  system as determined inthe 
management Plan for each wilderness. Maintain 
-1s to assigned mamtenance levels. 

Wunt signs to be unobtruskve and not detract frcm 
the- ' natural enviranment. Signonly as 
needed for prcgessive -vel. Do not sign 
features other than passes. 

U s e  fords a t  stream crossings unless a trridge is 
needed for safety or route c"ezh 'on. (xln&n& 
needed bridges using materials and m e t k d s  that 
wi l l  best preserve WildeJmeSs values. 

Dnphasize the use of native materials when 
designig resource protection hp"nts .  

Allm syxnl survey cabins to remain in wilderness 
only i f  essentzal for the safety of surveyors. 
R e m w e  9y3w survey cabins after the associated 
survey sites have been correlated w i t h ,  and 
replaced by, sites outside wildemess. Make 
exce.pticm i f  a cabin is needed for safe 
I--- .travel to a site that is still in 
use. 
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Fisheries 

Geology 

Lands 

Minerals 

Whera a &"-&rated need is identified, a l low 
autaMtic 91ow survey i"sn tation and temporary 
SaISnic Staticns in wilderness with the cclnditicol 
that the facilities w i l l  be periodically evalmted 

needed, the facilities would be r e n ~ ~ &  and the 
s i te  lestored to as near a M~UI-Z~L d t i o n  as 
possible. 

Allow aerial fish stocking in wilderness i f  it 
avoids inpacts on visitors and involves only lakes 
that were aerially stocked before the affected 
wil- was legislatively designated. Licensed 
fishing is all&. 

Ccmsider the risk frun landslide and seismic 
prcc!esses when locating new .trails. provide 
information on these risks to wilderness users. 

A t t a p t  to acquire a l l  private land inboldhgs. 

D e t e r "  the validity of existing mining claims 
wtw a plan of operatiom is suhnitted. Subject to 
valid exis- rights, designated w i l d e r n e s s  areas 
are withdrawn fran further m i n e r a l  entry. 

Administer operating plans to protect wilderness 
values and grandfathered valid existing rights. 

leasing, in designated wilderness. 

Permit m sales or extraction of ax" variety 
minerals in designated wilderness. 

Allow insect and disease infestations to nm their 
natural  course^ except where it is necessary to 
prevent unacceptable damage to resources on 
adjacent lands or to prevent m t u r a l  Iffis to the 
wildemess resource because of exotic pests. 

U s e  the f i re  suppression stxatepes of confinement, 
amtainnmt, or mtml for management of unplanned 
natural fires. Ccintml a l l  unplanned human-caused 
fires. 

Obtain apprwal prior to emergency use of the 
f o l l ~  suppression actimties: Regional Forester 
appmal for tractor use and/or for heliport 
Constxuction; F o r s t  Supervisor approval for 
helispot constsuction, retardant application other 
than short-term or fugitive-dye, wheeled vehicles, 
generatom, or chain saws (unless for drrect 
suppression). 

for need. when the iIEbmEn ts are no 10qer 

Allow no minera l  leasiq, including ge3themal 
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Range 

-tim 

Apply low-impact suppressim tactics such as 
reliance upon natural barriers unless mre direct 
attack is needed to p”A persons or adjacent 
property values. Favor the use of water over land 
disturbance. Favor COld-tCailing o~er handline 
~ c t i o n .  

Mitigate temporary fire camps, helispots, evidence 
of vehicles, and other disturbances created by 
emrgewy fire suppressicol activities. 

Use prescribed fire (planned ignitions only) to 
relluce the risks and consequences of wildfire 
within wilderness or escaping fmn wilderness to an 
acceptable level. 

ACininiStar the range grazing prcgram as defined by 
Forest S e r v i c a  Manual 2323.2 (Wildemess) and 
Forest Service Manual 2200 (Range) .  

Allotment Managanent Plans (AMPs) w i l l  consider 
m t i a l a l  stock grazing. 

D i s t r i b u t e  publications to wildemess users that 
enrphasize wildemess regulations, etiquette, and 
health and safety considerations including fire 
safety. 

Allaw the dispersed recreation activities 
a p p i a t e  to Primitive and Sen-!i-Primitive 
Nm-I%torized Remeatim Gpprtunity Spectnrm (ROS) 
classes. Allm 110 off-highway/--- ( O H V / W )  
vehicle use. 

Ehphasize minimum impact camping techniques when 
interacting w i t h  wildemess users or developing 
informational handouts. 

R- that campsites be located ane hurdrsd feet 
or nmce fnrn lak€?sbres, trails and streams where 
terrain Wts, but III 110 case closer than 
twenty-five feet. 

Advocate and enforce the pack-it-in, pack-it-out 
prcgram for trash. 

prohibit discharge of firearms except for 
emergencies, or for takirg wildlife as permitted 
under state gam laws. 

aohibit wood fires in  areas that are 
-tally sensitive or where wood is scarce. 
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Allow 1-e herding of pack and saddlestock only 
where trail conditmns make it unsafe to tie stock 
together. 

F’rolubit overnight p i&et iq  or  tether% of stock 
in meadows. R e q u i r e  that stock tied overnight be 
tied to hltch lines on hard sites. 

Require that feed for recreation stock be packed 
mto the wildemess under the following conditicms: 
before the grazing season, where feed is 
unavailable, or where grazing w l d  damage nalxral 
resources. 

Fmhibit tying of stock within one hundred feet of 
water, trails, or campsites except whm loading or 
moading. when loading or unloadirg, tie stock 
only to trees eight inches in diameter or larger. 

Issue no new pennits for pastures or stock packing 
services in the Ansel Adams, Hcuver, John Muir, or 
Golden Trout Wildernesses. Allow for a transfer 
perrmt - ‘p changes or pennits are 
renewed i f  continued use is carrpatible with 
wilderness management objectives. 

m i z e  the rnrmber of wildemess rangers during 
the restricted seas~n in heavlly used, p3pular 
areas to maximize persmal contacts with wilderness 
users. 

Threatened, Edargxd, protected sites of threatened, endangered, or 
or Sensitive Species sensitive plants and arumals by restricting or 

redirecting use. 

T* Allow m timber harvem. 

V i s u a l  Rescxnces Meet the preservation Visual Quality Objective 
(W). 

Watershed Permit w e a t h e r  mxiification as long as effects on 
clmte, mldemess use seasons, and other 
resources me acceptable. 

Incarprate the Forest Watershed Impmvment Needs 
Plan while protectkg wilderness values. 

Fdwate the public with regard to Giardia. 

Incorporate both wild and scenic river management 
direction and wildemess management where a 
designated river s-t extends intn designated 
wilderness. 

Wild and Scenic Rivers 
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W i l d e r n e s s  Establish capacity l i m i t s  for each wilderness and 
hplement en- limits on specific trailheads to 
regulate use when use exceeds capcity. 

Establish the se- 6uririg which entry limits will 
apply. "he restricted use se- may vary firm one 
.trailhead to another. 

R e d i r e d  or restxict use where necessary to restore 
i m p i r e d  wilderness --. 
L i m i t p a r t y s i z e a n d N r m b e r o f  stockperpartytoa 
level that p?mteds social and natu-al reEawxe 
values. "he level may vary witlsin or between 
Wildernesses. 

-1y trailhead en- quotas to bath cormercial and 
A a l  users. 

Determine the current level of B a l  and 
cmnezcial backpacking and mnmtaineering use. 
Establish an appropriate level for these types of 
use. 

Apply quotas on the Pacific (sest Wail to only 
tbse travelers wlm begin their trip a t  a trailhead 
with quotas. 

pmhibit w5leeled "n ' C a l  devices including, 
rast limited to, bicycles, wagons, and carts except 

permit * 

construct M benches, tables, or shelters. 

Allow plant collection and scientific research 
under permit on a case-by-case basis. 

R e q u i r e  the renrsv;il of airplane wreckage by owner 

but 

tbDse needed for aciministrative purposes or for use 
by physically handiappa-3 perscas under special 

or insurance ccmpany. 

Notify the apprupriate military authority of 
low-level flights over wilderness m i l  flights 
cease. Ckadinate w i t h  the Federal Aviation 
ACmnmtration to W t e  wilderness In" 'es on 
f l imt  charts. 

L i m i t  camuxcial  wilderness activities under permit 
to those that meet public needs and cannot be 
pIwided elsewfiere. 

. .  

Pennit ccnpetitive type events in wilderness. 
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Wildlife Protect the integrity of natwxl ecological 
pJXCesses by I-estmm those processes that have 
been altered by hmlan activities. 

protect key habitat for Manag-t Irdicator 
Species by l imi -  or distributing use. 

Manage mtain skep habitat to maintain &/or 
enhance canyirg capacity. Relccate ex is t i rg  or 

the trails w i l l  r o t  cause significant adverse 
effects upm the use by mmtain sheep of their 
habitat. Identify and provide for this sensitivity 
in the appxpriate wilderness management plan. 

L i c e n s e d  hun- is allowed. 

c3"ld new recmatim trails cauy in areas where 
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Proposed Wilderness (#2) 

The purpose of this prescxiption i s  to recognize and protect wildemess 
attributes of Further Planniq Areas for wildemess pending 
Cbqresional designatim. 

The aiphasis is on providing traditicmal pubuc uses during the interim that 
do not jeopardize designaticm as wildsmess. 

This prescxipkon applies to the Table Mountain and Ti- Lake Further 
pianning Areas and porticms of the White mut~tains and Paiute-Mazourka 
m e r  P1anru-g Areas. These total a p p " t e l y  172,600 National Forest 
System acres. 

Elenwt &magan€¶ t Dir€Ct.iQl 

Air Quality - 
Faci l i t ies  

Maintain Air Quality Related Values .  

Permit m new energy d e v e l ~ t s  or leases. 

Allow m road c€"c t ion  I22 -&on. 

Maintain, reo"&, or oxstruct  trails on the 
current inventay accordiq to established 
Forest-wide @&ties. 

Retain othar facilities if desired, but do not 
expand -. 

Fisheries 

Lands 

Continue current management, includhg aerial fish 
stocking and habitat j"t to the extent that 
wilderness values are mt adversely affected. 
Licensed fishing is allowed. 

oonsider the acquisition of private lands inside 
the propxed wilderness boundary on a Forest-wide 
priority basis. 

Allow special uses to Ccsltinue, but not to expand. 
If a current permit terrmna ' tesorexpires ,anew 
parmit w i l l  only be issued on an annual basis. 

Determine the validity of existing m h i n g  claims 
when a plan of operaticols is suhnitted. 

wilderness attributes and grandfathered valid 
e x i s t i n g  rights. 

Administer 0pzraW-g plans to protect inheren t 

Allow no nrineral 1easiX-g. includjng g e 0 t h f " l  
leasing, in proposed wilde?m€?Ss. 

Permi t  110 sales or extraction of variety 
minerals in proposed wilderness. 
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Pest  &ulag€mE?nt 

p r o t e c t i c m  

Range 

Reaeaticm 

~ l l o w  insed and disease infestations to run their 
natural courses except whexe they would 

the 
resources of adjacent lands, livestock, or human 
health and welfare. 

use the fire suppression strategies of confinement, 
mtairrment, or control for manag-t of unplanned 
natural fires. Ccoltcol all unplanned human-caused 
fires. 

Minimize " m e n t a l  disturbance when suppressing 
fires. 

Manage the grazing ~orogram to protect wilderness 
values. Address specific management needs i n  

unacceptably threatesl the wilderness resource, 

A l l O i x e n t  Managenmt Plans. 

~ l l m  traditional recreational uses, includjrg 
motorized access, to ccmtjnue unless w i l d e r n e s s  
values are seriously threatened. A l l o w  O W  use on 
exist jng designated routes. OSVs may be used off 
roads and tXallS unless restXicted by the new 
w i n t e r  Moto r  V e h i c l e  U s e  Map. This map w i l l  be 
developea as an @ate  of the 1977 Motor Vehic l e  
U s e  Map mth public participation dur- Plan 
implementatian. 

Manage for Primitive or Sa-Primitive Non- 
Motorized Ros classes. 

special Interest  rea as 

Ti&€X Allow m timber haraestirag. 

prop3se rn new Special In t e re s t  Areas in proposed 
wilderness. 

V i s u a l  Resources 

Watershed 

Wilderness 

Wildlife 

Allow public fuel- gathering of only dead and 
dmn material unless wildemess values are 
threatened. 

Meet the Preservation VQO. 

Imorprate the Forest Watershed Inipmvemmt N e e d s  
Plan wlule pmtezting wilderness values. 

Replace t h i s  prescription with Prescription #1, 
amnding the Forest Plan as necessary, i f  and when 
Coqress aeSignates &ti& wildernesses. 

Manage wildlife habitat while pmtectiq wilderness 
values. 

Manage - tab sheep habitat to maintain and/or 
enhanca carrying capacity. R e l o c a t e  existing or 
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c0nStnlc.t new recreation trails only in areas whe?x3 
t h e  bails will ncrt cause significant adverse 
effeds u p n  the use by "tain sheep of their 
habitat. Identify and -de for this sensitivity 
in the appropriate wilderness management plan. 

Licensed hunting is allowed. 
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Mountain Sheep Habitat (#3) 

The purp3se of this prescripticsl is to provide high quality habitat for 
mnmtain sheep to maintain or enhance existing papulation levels. 

The emphasis is on mxlntain sheep habitat. G t h e r  management activities w i l l  
be curtailed i f  they present unresolvable conflicts w i t h  mnmtain sheep 
managment objectives. 

El-t -t D i ~ ~ ~ t i a l  

Facilities 

protection 

V i s u a l  Resources 

Wildlife 

Recarmand in favor Of energY df?VelOpnent where 
developnent is determined to be anipatible w i t h  
wildlife values. R e c n " 3  against eneqy 
developnent where inpacts to wildlife values m t  
be mitigated ur are unacceptable. 

m a t e  trai ls and manage their use so they do not 
conflict with mnmtain sheep habitat. 

Establish m roads or heliports whexe they would 
conflict w i t h  m t a i n  sheep. 

carmensurate w i t h  the sensitivity of mnmtain sheep 
on their wintering gnnmds ,  work w i t h  claimants and 
mineral operatcas to limit mineral  exploration and 
developnent activities w i t h i n  m t a i n  sheep winter 
range during the perioa when the animals are using 
the winter range. 

Use the fire suppression strategies of confinemmt, 
containment, or control for managerent of unplanned 
~ t ~ ~ a l  fires. COIltrol a l l  unplanned human-caused 
fires. 

PrescriW fire may be used for habitat 
imp-t. 

Permit IIO increase in livestock use i f  the increase 
is shown to be deleterious to mnmtain sheep 
m a t i a x .  

Manage €or primitive and semi-FThitive Ros 
classes. Allav m OHV/OSV use. 

Resolve ocolflicts betwe~9-1 m t a i n  sheep and harg 
gliding in favor of mountain sheep. 

Meet the R e t e n t i o n  W. 

Evaluate potential transplant sites, giving 
preference to si tes  that have no current livestock 
srazins. 
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Mule Deer Habitat (#4) 

Thepurpose of this prescriptim is to preserve or enhance key mule deer 
habitat i n  order to maintain or haease existing population levels. 

The -is is on key mule deer habitat, f a  areas, win- mqe, 
migration -i&xs, and hD1di.q areas. Other management activities will be 
prohibit& or reduced i f  they present unresolvable conflicts in these key 
areas. 

Elanent mg€nE!n t nirectian 

Facilities 

Minerals 

Recarmend in favor of energy developmnt where 
developnent is determined to be mqatible with 
wildlife values. R e c x m w n d  against energy 
developnent where impacts to wildlife values 
cannot be mitigated or are unacceptable. 

Iceate trails and manage their use so they do not 
conflict with mule deer habitat. 

Do not establish roads or heliports where they 
would conflict with mule deer. 

Work with claimants and mineral operators to lhit 
mineral exploration/developrent activities within 
mle deer migration corridofi during migration 
periods, within key fawning areas, and on key 
winter range i f  it is determined on a 
project-specific basis that mineral operatians 
would affect mule deer usage of these habitats. 

Use  the f i re  suppression strategies of confinement, 
cnntainmnt, or ccoltrol for management of urplanned 

fires. 

Prescribed fire may be used for habitat 
i " e n t .  

M b a l  f-S. oon.h-01 dI.1 lJtlpl.allIled human-CaUSed 

Manage livestock Animal Wit Pbnths (AUMS) on key 
deer w i n t e r  range and other critical Mitats such 
as migration mutes, holding areas and fawning 
areas accclrding to objedives of the Deer Hard 
Managemnt Plans approved jointly by the Forest, 
the Bureau of Land Management and the California 
Deparhnent of Fish and Game. 

Design new developrent so that the integrity of 
mule deer staging areas, migration corridors and 
key habitat is maintained. Allow the dispersed 
activities appropriate to Primitive, Semi-primitive 
Wm-MAorized, Semi-primitive Motorized and Roaded 
Natural Ros classes. OHVs are permitted on 
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Riparian Areas 

Tinber 

V i s u a l  Remmces 

Wildlife 

existing designate3 roads and trails unless 
otherwise restricted. OSVs are prohibit& unless 
otherwise indicated on the W i n t e r  Wtor V e h i c l e  Use 
Map. 

Impmve riparian areas where necessary to enhance 
fawning habitat. 

Leave vegetation necessary for themal and him 
cover. 

Meet or exceed the P a r t i a l  R e t e n t i m  VQO. 

PkLntain habitat quality in key fawning ateas, 
winter range, holding areas, and key migratim 
routes. 

Manage vegetation m key habitat areas for optimum 
forage-to-mver ratios. 

Manage the r e m a h b g  m-key winter range to 
provide the canpssition and seral stages of 
preferred brush species that w i l l  meet the dietary 
needs of mile deer. 

Restrict vehicular access as necessary to protest 
deer w i n t e r  range, holding areas, and lu” key 
fawning areas. 

coordinate w i t h  Bureau of Lard Management’s 
Benkm-Cwens Valley Management Framework Plan for 
seasmal road closure dates to benefit mule deer. 
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Research Natural Areas (#5) 
me purpose of this prescripticol is to maintain the ecologicdl integAty of 
target vegetation t y p x ,  for research, stufly, and observation. 

The emphasis 1s placed on maintaining n a M  emlcgical processes. 

Both existing and reorsrmended Reseamh N a t u r a l  keas (RNAs) are included. 
Additional site-specific dire st^ .on may be found in the documents that 
established the RNA or subsequent management plans for established RNA. This 
prescription applies to the follming: 

Forest Research Natural Areas 

Data I 

,Base ..= - -,X%se&!tion; 
~ b ~ -  . i _  ,_. 

: >. I 
%,* 

i. _%;. a ~ a 2- %I  

X$e?iearch Natural- Area ~ status &rgs ape  Provin.ce 
&%;. ;<>;$,:i*=\%: = _  :*\ :-: shPh3;siosra&hlc ~ 

Indiana Slmmit Est. 1932 1,162 Jeffrey pine Basin Ranges 

Harveyl%€lrCe H a l l  Est. 1933 3,883 subalpine Sierra N e v a d a  

White Phmtain Est. 1953 2,004 br i s t le"  Basin Ranges 

Last Chance Mdw. Est. 1982 660 foxtail pine Basin R a q e s  

Sentinel Meadow E s t .  1983 1,897 lodgeple pine Sier ra  N e v a d a  

Wlnpp"11 Flat Rec.  1985 3,328 pinycsl pine Basin Raqes 

mee Rec.  1985 2,627 alpine Bas in  Ranges 
fellf ield 

oultucal R e s o l a c e s  protect identified cultural resources. 

Ehergy 

Facilities 

coordinate gmmd-disturbing activities w i t h  the 
Pacific sc"& Research Station DirectOr . A s a  
general We, excavations for cul-hual resources 
may be pnnitted when the n a M  integrity Of the 
RMI. is rrJt adanpmd. 

Allow In energy leasing, exploration or 
aevelopnent. 

standard of existing roads and t rai ls  unless they 
Do not rmnstxuct new rcads or trails or improve the 

specifically cdz ibute  to the research objectives 
of the area. 
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Fisheries 

Geology 

Lands 

Minerals 

Maintain e x i s t i q  roads and trails to current 
standards. 

coordinate w i t h  the California Department of Fish 
and Gam to leave all waterways unstocked. 

mlow M alteration of the gramdwater system. 

Permit M u t i l i t y  or txanspctatim rights-of-way. 

Pennit scientific study by special use permit or 
cooperative agreaent only. A l l  permits or 
agreements are executed between the propcolent and 
the Pacific Sm-thwest Research Station D i r e c t o r  
w i t h  prior approval of the D i s t r i c t  Ranger and 
Forest Supervisor. 

R e c m n ~ n d  and/or maintain withdrawal frun mineral 
entry. 

Allow M surface cc"q for leasing 
inClud5.q geothermal. 

Pennit M sales or &action of camrol variety 
minerals. 

Allow forces of nature to prevail. Manage pests 
only when necessary to preserve the values for 
which the RNA w a s  established. 

U s e  the fire suppression strategies of mnfimmmt, 
amtaiment, or ccoltrol for managmt of unplanned 
~ b a l  fires. Conkc11 all unplanned human-caused 
fires. 

R e s t r i c t  livestock to those areas where grazing is 
essential for the maintenance of a specific 
vegetative type. Othena 'se, permit I-KI livestock 
grazing. 

Allow the dispersed recreation activities 
appmpriate to the Primit ive IEOS class, but 
discourage or expressly prohibit any public uses 
that amtxibute to lllodification of the area. 

prohibit ovamight canping, campfires, and 
mtorized uses including OHVs unless authorized by 
special use e t .  OSVs are prohibited unless 
othemise indicated on the W i n t e r  Motor V e h i c l e  U s e  
WP. 

F t e ~ a n d s t u d y  Make areas available for maximum scientific and 
academic uses that are mndestructive and 
"nipulative. 

120 



Riparian 

T* 

V i s u a l  

watershed 

W i l d e r n e s s  

Wildlife 

Allow M modification of riman areas. 

Allow M ccmnercial t i n t e r  harvesturg . orgathering 

or refarestatica. 

Allow M management practices except as requFred to 
presenm or restore the vegetative d t i m  for 
w h i c h  the area was established. 

Meet the p r e s ~ t i c m  VQO. 

Allow M modificatim of soil or waimxomsx. 
R e s t a c e  man-induced damage to a M+JJI~~ d t i c m .  

Upbld the laws gWeming use and management of 
wilderness where an RNA is located w i t h i n  a 

of f l l e ' lm.  

Allow M timber stand 

designated wildemes!3 area. 

management differs f r u u  that of wilderness. 
Follow the mre sbciragent RNA requirements where 

Allow legal hun- and fishing. 

Allow M enhancement of wildlife habitat. 
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Mono Basin National Forest Scenic Area (#6) 
The purpose of thrs prescription is to pnmide for the manag-t of the lul3no 
~ a ~ m  National Forest Scenic Area as directed by the California W i l d e r n e s s  
A c t  of 1984 (P.L. 98-425). 

The aiphasis is to protect the area's scenic, geologic, ecologic, and 
cultural resources while pruvidxg for public recreational use, and 
perrmttxg scientific study and research in acmrdance w i t h  T i t l e  111 Section 
304 of the Califorma Wilderness A c t  of 1984. 

This prescription applies to the lands w i t h i n  the boundaries as described in 
the Act. The S-c Area encanpasses a-tely 116,000 gross acres of 
the Basin mclu- "0 Lake. 

Planning D i r e C t i m  

section 304 directs i n  part that a "detailed and cxqrehensive" managaxa t  
plan for the Scenic Area be suhnitted w i t h i n  three years after enadnent. 
Direction stipulates that the management plan must be consistent w i t h  the 
protection of water rights, and shall include but not be limited to the 
following: 

- an ulventory of natural (inc1udi.q geologic) and cultural resources; 

- general develOpnent plans for public use faci l i t ies  inclw cost 
estimates; 

- masuces for pre-a-bon of the ~ t ~ ~ a l  and cultural resources. 

Section 304 alSo directs that the management plan provide for hunting and 
fishing inclw camrercial brine shrimp -ations authorized under s ta te  
law in accordance with applicable federal and state law, except as otherwise 
necessary for reasons of public health and safety, the protection of 
resources, scientific research activities, or public use and enj-t. 

The required ccrrrprehensive Manag-t Plan for the Scenic Area w i l l  be tiered 
to the Forest Plan by: 

-identification of the Mono Basin National Forest S-c Area  as a 
Manag-t Area. However, this Management Area w i l l  be assessed in the 
carrprehensive Managemnt Plan for the Scenic Area. 

- the Forest-wide Standards and Guidelines, w h i c h  apply to the Scenic Area. 
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Ancient Bris t lecone  Forest(#7) 

The purpose of t h i s  prescription is to protect the Ancient Bristle" Pines 
far public enjoyrent and scientific study. The area was established in 1958 
to reoognize the botanical, scenic, and histacical values on its 28,991 acres 
(28,887 National Forest system; 104 private). The area is classified as a 
special Interest Area. 

The emphasis is on maintaining near-natural d t m n s .  All activities are 
fllbordinate to the needs of proteztixq and pnxemiq bristle" pines and 
wood remnants. 

Additional dimxtl 'on may be foLmd in the estab1-t record and fllbsequent 
management Plan. 

El-t 

hergy 

Facilities 

Geology 

Lands 

ManaqalEn t D i r e c t i a n  

Allow m energy exploration or developnent. 

iulcw achhistmtive facilities at lccations and w i t h  
designs that met interpretive needs. 

Limit roads and trails to e x i s t b q  routes except for 
hiE+cetive Ioads and trails. 

Locate i n w t i v e  facilities, including parking 
areas and trails, outside areas identified as having 
high risk f r a u  landslide or seisnic processes. 

Acquire all rrm-federal lands. 

Permit no new above-gmmd Utility rights-of-way. 

Place existing utilities if this is 
technically feasible. 

Maintain current mineral withdrawal.. 

coordinate closely w i t h  Operators of valid n h i q  
claims to "ize and mitigate land disturbances as 
much as possible in Enoposed operatian plans. 

Allaw no surface "y for mineral leasing, 
inC1udil-g geoiwma. 

Permit no sales or 'on of "n variety 
minerals. - Management Allow forces of nature to prevail. Manage pests only 
when necessary to preserve the values for which the 
Special In- Area was established. 

clJrItL-01 all wildfires. 
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Use no heavy quipwnt or fire-retardant ckemicals 
for controlling fires wi-t appmval of the Forest 
Supervim. 

Allow ~ t ~ a l  fuels to acclmnilate. 

Pemi t  livestock grazing. 

Allow the recreaticBl activities apprqtriate in  
Primitive, Semi-Primitive Non-Pkrtorized, Semi- 
Primitive Motorized and Roaded N a t u r a l  Ros classes. 

M d e  DeVe1-t Level 3 and 4 (highly develapea) 
day-use facilities giving priority to those 
facilities that protect the area. 

construct intfxprative trails, observation areas, 
visitor cmntact facilities, and parking areas at  
1oCatia-s that do not impact major lolown scientific 
study sites. 

c X " c t  m ommight canping facilities w i t h i n  the 
area. 

Prohibit overnight czmqi.rg and open fires. Liquid 
fuel stoves may be used w i t h i n  vehicles. 

prohibit OHV use and restrict vehicle travel 
includirg bicycles to designated routes. Oms are 
prohibited for -tim use. 

Allow overnight parking only in designated parking 
areas during h t i n g  seasan or by permit. 

Riparian 

Scientific Study Make the area available for scientific and academic 

Allow m rmdificaticm of riparian areas. 

uses that do not cause ohservable deyadation. 

T W  Allow m timber l"&hg. 

Allow no fuelwood gathering. 

Allow m removal of wwd remnants except for 
scientific research or museum specimens. 

Vegetaticm 

V i s u a l  

Allow managmat practices w h i c h  do mt threaten the 
vegetative d t i o n  for which the area was 
established. 

Manage for the Retenticm VQO except whexe necessary 
to provide public use facilities. 
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Wild and Scenic Rivers (#8) 

The purpose of this prescription is to maintain rivers that have been 
recccmEended or designated in a free-flowing condition. This 1s described m 
the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act of 1968. 

The -is is on s-c, recreation, geologic, fish and wildlife, 
vegetation, and cultural values for the enjoyment of present and future 
generations. 

The North Fork of the K e m  River and the South Fork of the K e r n  River have 
been designated as Wild and Scenic Rivers. S-ts of the Middle Fork of 
the San Joaquin River will be reccmnended for wild and scenic river status in 
the Sierra National Forest Plan as the river runs between the two Forests. 

This prescripticm applies to a linear strip paralleling these rivers and 
ext- for approximately cme-quarter mile on each side of their banks. 

Element "3 t D.keCt iCl l  

Facilities 

Permit no mlectric developnent, i"nent, or 
diversion. 

Allow limted road cmmtructicm within recreation or 
scenic segments. Disallow roads within wild 
Segments. 

Allow trails and trail briageS within a l l  segwnts. 

protect and improve golden trout habitat. Fisheries 

Geology Consider the risk f m  landslide and seisnic 
processes when locating raew cangsites or trails. 

A- m-federal land and easements t0 inp1-t 
the Wild and Scen~.c Rivers Act and to facilitate 
management of other resources. 

Ensure legal access to "-federal. land that is not 
acquired. 

P-t rn utiliw rights-of-way within wild sepents. 

Pennit utility rights-of-way within recreation and 
scenic s3eg"ts when there are In alternatives. 

Recreation and Scenic Segmen ts 

Identify and detennhe the validity of all mining 
claims on public lands when a plan of operations is 
suhnitted. 

Allow min txa l  leasing, exploraticm and developnent 
including geothermal, where accanplished with m 
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Protecticm 

Recreation 

surface “y of the --quarter-mile strip on 
either side of the river. This does not preclude 
crossing the strip w i t h  linear facilities a t  
designated locations. 

Pennit M sales or extradian of cocm~n variety 
minerals. 

Wild Segmen t 

Al low M mineral leasing, exploration or developnent 

P m n i t  M sales or extraction of cocm~n variety 
-S. 

R e n e a t i a n  and Scenic Segnen ts 

control a l l  w i l d f i r e  and use a technique of f i re  
suppression that minimizes landscape alhrat ion and 
ground disturbance. 

W i l d  Segmn t 

Use the fire -ion strategies of ccolfinement, 
containment, or cQntI-01 for managCm3nt of unplanned 

includiq geothermal. 

MWal  f-. cCEl”l all unp1atlIled hUlMn Caused 
fires. 

Recreation and scenic segmen ts 

Permit  grazing. 

Pennit existing s t r l l m  i”ents. 

Permit expansion of structural improvements outside 
designated wilderness provided they meet assigned 
VQOS and allow for user access. 

Wild S- t 

Permit graz iq .  

Limit - jlnpmmmts to existing structures. 

Qaperate with the adjacent Naticmal Forests in the 
Wild and Scenic River recomwdation process and in 
the cambxction of management plans for the rivers. 

management direction for Wild and Scenic Ever 
segments thrmgh use of b”s and signs located 
outside the area. 

Inmease public awareness and “&q . of the 
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Recreation Segmen t 

mlow the n t i c n  activities appropriate in 
primitive, s e m i - M t i v e  Wm-Wbrized, Seni- 
primitive Motorized, and Fbaded Natural RCS classes. 
Allow m use oar designated roads and trails only. 
osvs may be used off roads and trails unless 
restricted by the winter mtnr Vehicle Use Map. 
provide for canping at designated sites cmly. 

scenic s- t 

mim the n t i c n  activities appropriate in 
Primitive, Semi-primitive Wm-Motorized, Semi- 
primitive Motorized, and Roaded Natural FUX classes. 
Allow OHV use on designated roads or trails only. 

restricted by the Winter Motor Vehicle U s e  Map. 

provide for recreation in a near-natural setting 
while allacing other cmptible uses. 

miow canping and OHV use at locations at least 100 
feet fmn the river’s @e. 

osvs may be used off loads and trails unless 

Riparian 

Timber 

Wild Segmen t 

Allow the recreation activities included in primitive 
and Semi-Primitive Non-Motcaized classes. Allcw rm 
oHv/osv use. 

provide for recreation in a primitive s3kti.q that 
offers considerable physical challenge and requires 
well-develcpd outdoor skills. 

Allow caq?jrg at locations at least one hundred feet 
fran the river’s edge. 

provide access by trail for m-mtorized use only. 

Increase public awareness and understandjng of the 
management direct2 ‘on for Wild and Scenic River 
segments through use of brochures and signs located 
outside the area. 

mt& river, river banks and depndent plants and 
animals fran alteration. 

Recreation and Scenic S q w n  ts 

Limit timber harvest to maintain or enhance user 
safety and scenic quality. 
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V i s u a l  

watershed 

Wilderness 

Allow t i n b r  stand -t and Ieforestation as 
necessary tomaintain or enhance the health andvigor 
of the M.  

Wild Segmen t 

DoncrtalloWtimharharvesting. 

Do rot allaw timbar stand i "ent  and 
reforestaticn. 

Fecreatim segmen t: met inventoried m. 
scenic Sf3glen t: Meet the Retention VQO. 
Wild Segmen t: Meet thepres€" t icnVQO.  

Allow M modificaticn of soil or wa- except 
to restor8 damaged areas to a natural state. 

amtrol or prevent BTosioB1. 

I n c o r p r a ~  both wildemess manag-t direcia 'on and 
wild and &c river managgnent directi onwf ie rea  
classified river segent extends into designated 
wildanes .  Apply the most restrictive requirements. 
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Uneven-aged Timber Management ($79) 
The purpose of this prescription is to manage suitable timberlands for the 
producton of wood prrxlucts using silvicultural ksai"k that maintain 
options for other resoucce aphases durw the plamiq prim. 

The -is is on the prrxluction of sawlcgs and miscellaneou~ d proaucts. 

Managanen t D i x e c t i m  

~ocate all private land boundaries prior to sale layout. 

Use the fire suppression strategies of ocolfinement, 
containment, or control for rnanagment of unplanned. 
natural fires. Contxol all  unplanned human-caused 
fires. 

Rxxeaticm 

Timber 

"vide for dispersed and developed recreation 
opp3rtunities as defined by mapped FOS classes. Allow 
O W  use only on existing roads and .trails unless 
authorized by &t. OSVs are permitted on designated 
corridors, -&als and open areas identified on the 
W i n t e r  bbtor Vehicle Use Map. 

C l o s e  or re-route designated mer-- trails d u r q  
active timber sale opxations. 

Permit base facilities and access w i t h i n  this area to 
sezve alpine ski developnent. These will be identified 
and evaluated in project-level environmental analysis. 

Utilize uneven-aged manag-t techniques (group 
selection or single tree selection) using these 
criteria: 

- at least three age classes, 
- each age class canp~~ses  at least 10 percent of 
the basal area of the stand, 

- at least twenty years between age classes, 
- one class in the upper third at end of rotation 
period, - openings up to t w  acres in size--up to five 
acres where terrain, stand characteristics, 
operational factors, or xm-timber resource 
objectiw make this necessary, 

sawtmhx. 
- prcduct objective is large-diamter (-24") 

choose site preparation activities that are mst 
ccrnpatible with other resource needs. 
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Implement w a l  and canwxcial -s and 
sanitation cuttings to be ccnipatible w i t h  other resoucce 
needs. 

R e t a i n  the integrity of the hardmd caoponent. 

Visual Resmmxs Meet or e x d  the Partial R e t e n t i a n  VQO. 

Wildlife Maintain an average of 2.2 mags per a ~ e  greater than 
16-24 inches in dia~te-c  (slags may be clustered at a 
greater density to met -acre average). 

Maintain an average of 0.5 slags per acre greater than 
24 inches in diameter (mags may be clustered at a 
greater density to meet -acre average). 

Maintain and enhance cover and forage areas fco: deer in 
key fawning and miption areas. 

Maintain 10 percent of timbered acreage (both suitable 
and unsuitable) in old growth. 
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High Level Timber Management (#lo) 
The lxlrpose of this prescription is to “age  suitable timberlands for 

cunpatible w i t h  timber maMgement activities. 
maxi” p3xductioul of wwd prcducb. Managmmt of other - will be 
The emphasis is on maxi” p l ” t i o n  of sawlogs and miscellaneous wood 
proaucts. 

Elenent Managenent D k e c t i c m  

Lands Locate all prim& 1prupexties before sale layout. 

use the fire suppression strategies of oanfinen\ent, 
ccoltairnnent, or ccsltrol for “agemat of unplanned 
natural fires. Control all unplanned human-cam 
fires. 

Allow M gYaz,ing of p1afltatiOns until the potential 
for damage to .trees XI 1cqe.r exists. 

-de for dispersed recreation as defined by the 
Serci-Frimitive M3torized and Road& Natural Ros 
classes. Al lckv  ow use only on existirag and new 
roads and trails. Allow OSvs on designated 
corridors, trails and open areas identified on the 
w i n t e r  Pbtor Vehicle Use Map. 

Close or re-route designated over” trails &ring 
active timber sale operaticms. 

Allow for rotation lengbhs of 120 years for l-eple 
pine; 140 years for Jeffrey pbe; and 160 years for 
red f i r .  

Remxre overstory when the understoq is w e l l  
established and a t  least .two feet high. 

Keep clearcut umLts usually to a maxi“ of twwty 
acres. Do not exceed forty acres except in the case 
of ca- ’c occurrences such as fire or insect 
and disease; m specific timber sales only after 
sixty-day public mtice and r e v i e w  by the Regional 
Forester. 

Use mchine piling and buming and prescribed fire 
for site preparatim in m x t  cases. Cbnsider other 
methods if other values are at  risk. 

Release seedliqs f m  canpeting vegetation in  
plantaticms as needed tn meet expected growth rates. 
A t  the project level, ccolsider a full range of 
methods to suppress cmqeting vegetation, including 
mechanical, biological, and chemical techniques and 
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prescxiibed fire. Base selection on an analysis of 
relative effdveness, e " a t a l  effects, ard 
msts. 

CXmtxol anjmal m e  as nw3ed to protect 
rqmeraticm considering a full raqe of methods on a 
site-spxific basis. 

Apply prscormerCial thirniq to established 
plantatiom and stands that result fron OverStOIy 
remwal. 

Perform carmercial thiming and sanitation 
inix"dl 'ate hanrests. E q h  carmsrcial -as 
socn as yields are available, and assure "nn 

stand. use useable cubic growth in the rm"rg 

mortality. 

Obliterate all UMBeded loads after logging. 

Retain the i n tq r i ty  of the hardlwood mqment. 

. .  
sanitation cutting to capture anticipated stand 

Visual Rescxaces Meet irnrento ried Vaos. 
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Ranae (#11) 
The puqose of * s  prescription 1s to maintain or increase forage proauctioIl 
and acheve uniform livestock distribution through maintenance or expansion 
of structural and nonstructural range improvements. 

The imphasis is on maintabhg a healthy, proaudive range land resource. 

This prescription applies to sparsely forested or “-forested lands of high 
range proaUctivity (400 plus pounds of palatable forage per acre) w i t h i n  
allotments. 

This prescription represents the “I managmt mtensity to be applied 
and allots up to 50 percent of available forage within one-half mile of w a t e r  
for utilization by livestock. R e j m t i o n  and type ccanrersicm will be 
practiced on vegetation types where it is cost-effective and treabmnt is 
necessary to maintain or improve forage produdian. 

Element 

Protectim 

Range 

Rw;reaticn 

U s e  the f i re  suppression strategies of confhemnt, 
c o n t m t ,  or cvntml for managerent of unplanned 
natural fires. control all unplanned human-caused 
fires. 

PrescriW fire may be used to increase forage 
production. 

Allow livestock to utilize up to 50 percent of 
available palatable forage within one-half mile of 
watex developnents. 

Apply the  most intensive management on 
that  ha^ 0-30 percent slopes. 

range 

Make water developnents available to “ i z e  forage 
utilization. 

Treat vegetation on suitable range to maintain or 
increase forage prcduction. 

Develop AllObmnt Management Plans (AMPS) in  an 
interdisciplinary manner w i t h  public involvement, 
m l u d i n g  permittees, state or other federal 
agencies, and other inkrested orgamzations or 
individUalS. 

R a n k  each allotment on the Forest according to 
priority i n  terms of AMP update. 

Allow the dispersed recreation activities appropriate 
in  Semi-primitive Ncm-bbtorized, Semi-Frhitim 
lul3torized, and Roaded Natural Ros classes. Allow O W  

mvs may be use m y  on existing roads and trails. 
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used off roads and trails unless restricted by the 
W i n t e r  I%br Vehicle Use Map. 

~ a ! e  advantage of public fuelwmd gathering where 
that activity would aid in clearing for type 
anvexsicm projects. 

Visual Resaurces M e a t  or exceed the Partial Retenticm VQO. 

Wildlife Evaluate #e potential effect of any -e 
iq”ent pject on fish and wildlife habitat. 



Concentrated Recreation Area (#12) 
The purpose of this prescription is to manage ccolcen.trated recreation areas 
to maintain or enhance majm -ti& values and oppsrtunities. 

The -is is an providing a tsroad ramp of facil i t ies and 'ties 
that w i l l  accarmDdate large nu" of people safely, conveniently, and with 
little resource damage. O t h e r  resource activities w i l l  last be prohibited, 
but they are seccoldary to recreaticslal. values and use and shDuld not detract 
fran them. 

El-t -t D i r e c t i o n  

cultwal Resources Integrate cultural resource interpretive 
opportunities w i t h  developd facilities. 

D i v e r s i t y  

Fisheries 

pest Managmmt 

Protectim 

R a w =  

Recreation 

protect significant cultural resource values fran 
increased exposme to vandalism. 

Maintain a high level of diversity by al1ach-g for 
vegetative manag-t activities cmpatible with 
recreation objectives. 

Inprow fisheries habitat m " a t e  with increased 
recreaticmal use. 

Consider the risk fran landslide and seisnic 
prmesses when locating new campsites or trails. 

Kr" that the impads to the visual resouma and 
developed recreational facil i t ies and programs ara 
appropriately considered in ernrirorrmental analyses 
studying the effects of propxed plans of operatiam 
for mineral exploratiam/developnents. Ensure that 
inpacts to these resources are mitigated to the 
lowest level " i a b l y  p s i b l e .  

Detect the presence of pests early, so that proper 
pest management measures can be applied to vegetation 
in  highly susceptible ccolcentrated recreatim areas. 

Manage vegetatim to specifically include pest 
manag-t m i d e r a t i a m .  

ccoltrol all wildfire. 

Maintain a t  a level cmpatible with recreation use. 

Maintain Roaded Natural and mal IEOS classes. 

control CamQing. Allow las dispersed camping unless 
designated in Manag-t Area Direction and amfine 
overflow "pancy to acceptable sites. con.trol 
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fuel- renuval "sistent with availability, FCS 
Class, andvaos. 

Azlow CBN USB m designated routes and -hrailS. 
may be used off roads and trails unless restrict& by 
the W i n t e r  mtor Vehicle Use Map. 

Develop full -hail systems to accamndate heavy 
dispersed activity and to protect sensitive riparian 
and water areas. 

Permit base facilities and access w i t h i n  this area to 
serve alpjne ski developnent. These will be 
identified and evaluated in project-level 
-tal analysis. 

Apply selection harvest, stand maintenance, and other 
silvicultural methods to maintain or enhance the 
recreatiQn benefits and attractions provided by a 
healthy and vipmus multi-aged stand. othar 
benefiting resources may include riparian areas, 
wildlife, and fish. 

Develop and implement silvicultural prescriptions 
that specifically include pest management 
ccolsideratians. 

osvs 

Visual Resources Meet the Retention VQO for all new, 
m-"ation-oriented facilities and the Partial 
Retention VQO for a l l  other facilities, includiq 
recreation sites. 

Meet the Retention VQO when inplementing all other 
resauce activities. 

Wildlife Avoid critical or significant wildlife habitats such 
as key winter dear r-, migration routes, holdiq 
areas and fawnkg areas when developing -ation 
facilities. 
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Alpine Ski Area, Exist ing a n d  Under Study (#13) 

The purpose of this prescription is to maintain and manage existkg dmrhJ l  
s k i  areas for public use and to ccmplete slu area studies currently 1 ~ 1  
progress. 

The -is is on upgradkg and expanding facilities to meet allowable 
capacity (Skiers-At---Time) consistent w i t h  approved plans. The direction 
applies to exlst.ing facilities, expansion of existing slu areas and the 
cmstmction of new facil i t ies that might ensue fm stu&es in progress.. 

This prescription applies to the area w i t h i n  the perrmt boundaries of the 
Mammth ? b u n t a h  and June. Phntain Ski Areas and the Sherwin Bowl area that 
is currently being studied in a separate e n " e n t a 1  analysis. 

El-t Managenen t Direction 

Minerals Recamnend withdrawal frcm nuneral entry. 

protection 

Recreation 

T* 

Use the f i re  suppression strategies of confmement, 
containment, or cantrul for managerent of unplanned 
natural fires. Control a l l  unplanned human-caused 
fires. 

Allow the recreation activibes appropriate i n  the 
Rural ROS class. Allow no O W  use. OSVs are 
prohibited except for corridors identified i n  the 
W i n t e r  Ivbtor V-cle Use Plan. 

Permit further expansion of areas already develop4 
for alpine skimg. Fxpansicm may include runs, lifts, 
base areas, and access to a degree that is often not 
W t i b l e  w i t h  other resource tnanagerent options. 

Design and locate inp-ts to provide for user 
safety and to harmonize with the natural enviroment. 

Follow construction and reconstruckon standards 
specified in  the approved Master Developnent Plan for 
the area. 

Allow llmited day use and interpretive developnents 
if W t i b l e  w i t h  ski area developmmt. 

Establish --access and vetucle-access conb-uls by 
agreemnt between Forest Service and concessionaires. 

Maintain timber stands for health and vigor only. 
Timber harvest is incidental to ski area expansion. 

V i s u a l  Resources Meet or exceed the Partial Retention VQO for runs, 
l i f t s ,  and base areas as  seen a t  middleground 
distances frcm Sensitivity Level 1 mutes and 
occupancy sites. 
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Wildlife 

Apply rehabilitation pradices where the above VQOS 
are not baing mt. 

"itox water quality to ensure cnnpliance with wa- 
discharge requirements. 

Adhere to Ercsion preventian Plans for each ski area. 

The fol1cmi-g wildlife elements apply only to the 
expansion of existing facilities and those under 
study: 

Implement seascolal road closures as necessary to 
protect deer migratims to sumner fawning areas. 

R e s t r i c t  the use of ski runs including construction 
These 

corridors are descxiW in Management Area D i r e c t i o n .  

Locate new base facilities vjhere they will not 
significantly impact miptim COITidDIs, fawning 
areasorstagirgareas. 

Ensure that new ski area facilities, associated 
developumts and roads dD mt impad major mule 
deer migration corridors so as to significanl3.y 
j.w=de - passage. 
deVe1opumt.s and roads maintain. the integrity of 

and main- in dear miptim lxrJ5.m. 

Ensure that new ski area facilities, associated 

major mule dear staging areas during spring and fall 
migration. 
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Potential Alpine Ski Area (#l4) 
The purpose of this prescription is to maintain the potential for alpine ski 
developnent on thchse areas of the Forest offering downhill skiing 
opportunities of the highest quality. Manage areas w i t h  this Prescription to 
retain their value as potential downhill ski developnents. 

The emphasis is on maintaining downhill nm integrity and future base station 
locations. 

When an area is developd for alpine ski-, Prescription #13 (Alpine Ski 
Areas, %sting and under Study) w i l l  apply. 

Elenent 

Facilities Recognize that those areas available for 
considexation for future alpine ski area devel-t 
ccmtain intrinsic scenic, vegetative, wildlife, and 
geologic values, as well as providing opportunities 
for dispersed recreaticol. Feasibility studies for 
any ski area m a l s  should consider the follcwing: 

1. Developnent should reflect a "light-on-the-land" 
philc=JPhY. 

2. Ter ra in  d f i c a t i o n  for purposes of n m s  and 
l i f t s  should be minimized. 

3. Structures and other faci l i t ies  &uld mt be 
visible fran acljacent w i l d e r n e s s .  

4. Base facil i t ies Involving overnight facilities, 
large parking areas, and other similar p a n i t  
operations should be restricted to the psriphery 
of the developnent areas. 

5. Ldge facil i t ies w i t h i n  the developnent area 
should be limited to day use and reflect a 
"warming hut" design and function that 1s as much 
in hanmny w i t h  the adjacent e n v i m m t  as 
possible considwing structural limitations. 

6. Construction of access mads w i t h i n  the 
developnent area should be limited to that needed 
to service day use facilities. 

7. Access for pwposes of l i f t  construction should 
" i z e  earth disturbance by reliance on 
helicopters. V e h i c l e  use for mtemnce of 
water bars, sediment pnds, and l i f t  maintenance 
should uti l ize routes which lay lightly on the 
land. 
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Lands 

M' . Is 

pmtection 

R a K e  

Recreation 

8. Design of access roads should minimize cuts and 
f i l l s .  Aligrmnt sbould reflect a low design 

visual impads and accamadates access for other 
-ate uses. 

" i z e  re"l of vegetaticm. 

speed and j z - " a t e  curvature that minimizes 

9. L a y o u t  of facilitxes and s t r u m  should 

Issue land use permits M y  i f  they maintain alpine 
ski potential. 

Manage - activity to maintain alpine ski 
potential. 

Use the fire -on strategies of canfinement, 
ccoltainment, or antral for management of unplanned 

fires. 

~ l l o w  all r a q e  management activities as lorg as they 
are cnnpatible with maintainiq alpine ski potential. 

Al1ow.m future planned developnents to 
lxlq&e with base locations. 

M k & l  fiES. cCilX-1 &ll unplanned human-CaUSed 

G " t e  mtorized access needs w i t h  the 
transportaticm system needs for base developnent. 
Allow d.isp$rsed activities appropriate in 
Semi-primlt.Lve Nm-MAorized, Semi-primitive 
Imtmized, and Ftoaded Natural Ro6 classes. 

Allow O W  use only on designated roads and trails. 
Osvs are prohibit& except for carridors identified 
in the W i n t e r  Ivbtor V e h i c l e  Use Plan. 

Close or re-route designatea ove~s~3w trails during 
active timber sale operations. 

Timber Utilize uneven-aged managemat techniques (group 
selection or single tree selection) using these 
criteria: 

- at  least three age classes, 
- each age class cmprises a t  least 10 percent of 

- a t  least twenty years between age classes, 
- one class in the upper third a t  end of rotation 

- openings up to two acres in size--up to five 
a- where terrain, stand characteristics, 
operational factors, or non-timber remuxe 

the basal area of the stand, 

period, 
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V i s u a l  Resources 

Wildlife 

objectives make this necessary, 

sawtimber. 
- proaud objective is large-diameter ("24") 

Chmse site preparation activities that are rmst 
canpabble w i t h  other resoucce needs. 

Implement precarmercial and. carmercial thinnings and 
sanitation cuttirgs to be ocmpatible with other 
resource needs. 

Pure stands of red frr will mt be entered during 
this planning period. 

Retain the integrity of the hardwood ccmpment. 

Meet or exceed the P a r t i a l  Retention VQO. 

Implement seasonal road closures as necessary to 
protect deer migration to sumner fawning areas. 

R e s t r i c t  the use of ski runs including ccolstruction 
and maintenance in  deer migration corridors. These 
comicbrs a r e  described in Managemmt Area D i r e c t i o n .  

Locate new base facil i t ies w h e r e  they w i l l  not 
sqnificantly impact nugration corrirkrs, fawning 
areas or s t ag iq  areas. 

Ensure that new ski area facil ibes,  associated 
developwnts and roads do not impact major mule deer 
mig-raticm corridors so as to significantly m e  
deer passage. 

Ensure that new ski area faa l i t i es ,  associated 
developnents and roads maintam the integrity of 
major mule deer staging areas during spring and fall 
nugration. 
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Developed Recreation Site (#15) 
The purpose of this prescription is to mintain developd recreational 
facilities to provide necessary user services and. to protect Forest resource 
values . 
The emphasis is on the reoogniticol of public demand for developed recreation 
site opportunities. 

This prescription is applied to all existing and potential developed sites, 
whether publicly-operated or a m c e s s i ~ - o ~ M .  The prescxipticm does 
not apply to alphe ski developerits. 

The txnmdaries of develop3 m a t i c m  sites are not mapped because of the 
snall scale of the map and the cunparatively low acreage of the sites 
(existing and potential developed sites total only app"atey 1,ooO acres 
on the Forest). 

cultural Resaurces hrotect significant cultural resources on developed 
recreational sites to reduce vandal-. 

Energy 

Minerals 

P e s t  MaIlaganmt 

Wign and implement intezpstive sites oriented 
aruund key cultural resource values. 

P d t  energy developnent whm anpatible w i t h  
recreation develapnents and use. 

R e x " d  withdraml fran mineral en-. 

management measures can be applied to vegetaticm in 
th- highly swceptible developad recreation sites. 

Manage vegetation to specifically include pest 
management wnsiderations. 

anlbxll all  wildfire. 

P d t  no g r a z i q  in devel- sites. 

Maintain Smi-F?cimitive lulotorized, Roaded Natural, 
Roaded Wdified and Famfl ROS classes. 

Keep the size and extent of developnent consistent 
with ROS classifications. 

-9 - year-round use of facilities 
when3 needed and whw?3 not limited by water or 
sar!itation shutdown. 

oonfine vehicles to roads and padrins spaces. 

Detect the presence of pests early so lraoper pest 

prohibit QIN use in and djacent to sites except OIN 
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Riparian Areas 

T i d E r  

Visual Resources 

Wildlife 

stag- areas. W s  are prohibited for reCreatian 
use. 

Design and locate developnents to reduce unnecessary 
vqetaticm and land-disturbing impacts. 

-de dispersed facilities that enhance devel@ 
site use: trails, signing, etc. 

mate and develop new sites to "ize impacts on 
riparian values. 

Manage timber to eliminate safety hazards and to 
maintain the recreational attxactions and values of 
sites. blaintain stands in a healthy, multi-aged 
ocoldition. 

m i o p  and implement silvicultural presmiptims 
that specifically include pest managmt 
mideratims. 

Manage the vegetative s e w  in and adjacent to 
sites to meet the Retention VQO within the foreground 
zone. 

Meet or exceed the Partial Retention VQO for all 
facilities and developnents as seen fran Sensitivity 
Level 1 travel mutes or occupancy sites one-half 
mile or mre distant fran that site. 

Plant and maintain vegetation to provide screeniq 
and a natural-appearing setting that functionally and 
aesthetically satisfies users. 

m i z e  the natural settiq and do m t  daninate 
with facilities as seen fran within the develop& 
site. 

mate and develop new sites to "ize impacts on 
wildlife values. 
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Dispersed Recreation (#16) 

The plnpase of this presmiptim is to maintain the potential for both winter 
and sumner high-quality dlispersea recreaticsl O p p r t U N  'ties. 

The mphasis is cm dispersed m-mtorized recreation to a" r&te  the 
increasing public demand far mrdic slziing and slowplay w i t h o u t  significantly 
deixa- f m  sumner dispersd recreatilmal oppxhml 'ties. 

Geology 

Minerals 

protecticpl 

MaMgemen t D i r e c t i Q l  

Keep to a "I any fencing because of e w ~ y  
developnent that excludes recreational use. L a r g e  
tracts of land will nut be fenced. 

Consider the risk fmn landslide and seisnic 
prooesses when locating mrdic trails. 

provide inf-tim to I-mrdic trail users on 
ptential risks fmn landslide and s e i d c  precesses. 

Recarmend w i W d " l  fnm m j n a a l  entry for base 
facility areas. 

Use the firs -ion strategies of Ocolfinement, 
m-t, ar cca-ltzol far management of unplanned 
MWal f-. "1 all unplanned hm-caused 
fires. 

Maintain fEos Classes as inventoried. 

Place parking areas in central locations to "ize 
their number.. Meet user demands for increased 
parking and encourage the utilizaticm of mass transit 
oppxhmities. 

provide additional parking and an increased trailhead 
system for dispersed nn-dic skiing. 

Permit base facilities and access w i t h i n  this area to 
sema alpine ski develapnent. These will be 
identified and evaluated in project-level 
-tal analysis. 

Permit OSV use in corridors as identified on the 
Winter Wtor Vehicle Use Map. Allow OHV use only on 
designated loads and trails. 

Permit camrercial developea nordic operaticols only in 
areas of existkg alpine base facilities or near the 
periphery of the Kescripticol b o w .  These will 
be modest day-use facilities. 
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C l o s e  or re-mute designated ovenirxm trails during 
active timber sale operations. 

Develop a recreation ccmpsite plan to include a 
cmrdinated trail system and support facil i t ies.  
coordinate trail systems w i t h  adjacent prescription 
areas. 

Utilize uneven-aged manag-t techniques (group 
selection or single tree selection) using these 
criteria: 

- at  least three age classes, 
- each age class caprises a t  least 10 percent of 

the basal area of the stand, 
- at  least twenty years between age classes, 
- one class m the upper third. a t  the end of 
the rotation period, 

- openings up to .two acres in size--up to five 
acres where terrain, stand characteristics, 
operational factors, or wn-timber resource 
objectives make this necessary, 

sawtimber. 
- p?XdUCt ObJffitiVe i S  lw€?-di2lE&er (-24") 

chcose site preparation activities that are nwst 
" p t i b l e  w i t h  other resource needs. 

Implement precarmercial and " e r c i a l  thinnngs and 
sanitation cuttings to be cmpatible with other 
resauce needs. 

Plan cutting uni t s ,  access routes, and Skid-eail 
locations to cxniplement dispersed recreation 
opportunities. 

Manage red fix consistent w i t h  the Forest-wide 
standards and Guidelines. 

Retain the integrity of the hardwxd ccmponent. 

Visual Resources Meet: or exceed the Partial Retention VQO. 

Maintain the Retention VQO as viewed fm Sensitivity 
Level  1 roads and trails, recreation sites, and 
w i t h i n  a l l  concen.trated recreation areas. 

R e r o u t e  nordic trails i f  necessary to maintain a 
natural-appear- landscape frun them. 

Maintain the integrity of wildlife habitats. Wildlife 
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Semi-primitive Recreation (#17) 
me purpose of this prescriptian is to limit vehicular access to exist- 
designat& mutes to protect and maintain recreation and/or wildlife values. 
These routes will be identified in the upaate of the mtor Vehicle Use Plan, 
which will be done when the Inyo National Forest Land Managemant Plan is 
in@ementea. The public w i l l  be included in the analysis and identification 
process. 

Existing designated route access will be maintained. Repair and realignments 
of these designated routes is permitted to ptect.  resource^ or resolve 
ccslflicts. (xlrrent road mileage will neither haease nor decrease fmn the 
designat& routes identified in the @at& lvbtor Vehicle Use Plan. 

The eqhmis is on pmvidiq semi-primitive dispmed recreation 
opprtunities, both motorized and m-mtorized. 

This prescription applies to those areas that presently provide 
semi-primitive rec=reation opp" ' t ies. 

Element Manam t D k e c t i m  

Facilities Maintain exktirg roads at their current maintenance 
levels after designation. Close and/or obliterate 
those roads not designated for use. 

Recreatim 

C l o s e  new mining roads to public access. 

Manage- s under existirg mining laws and 
regulati-. 

U s e  the fire suppmssion strabqies of confinmmt, 

MtIE& fires. ~ t r o l  Ed1 U n p l d  hUman-CaUSed 

Obliterate 
theseroads afterthey are abandclned. 

COBl tainmnt, or amtrol for management of unplanned 

fires. 

Allow the dispersed recreation activities appmpriate 
in primitive, Semi-Prjmitive Ncsl-lulotarized and Semi- 
primitive Wtorized Ros classes. 

Manage r%zreaticmal and scenic opprhml  'ties to 
I n a i r l a  or enhanc0 their values. 

Provide for trail access carsistent with managemant 
objectives for the area and Ros class. Allow O W  use 
only on designated roads and trails and in the Poleta 
Canym designated open area. Allow (3sv use off mads 
and trails unless restcided by the w i n t e r  Pbtor  
Vehicle Use Map. 

Allow m l y  develop3 recsreaticoldl facilities 
CcBlSistent with Ras Classes. 
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visual Rescxrrces 

Wildlife 

Meet or exceed the P a r t i a l  Retention VQ3. 

Maintain high habitat quality in key fawning areas, 
w i n t e r  rarqe, h0ldi.x-g areas, and key migration 
routes. 

Manage vegetation on key wildlife areas for 
recomnended f o r a g e - t 0 - m  ratios. 

riparian areas where necessary to enhance 
fawning habitat. 
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Multiple Resource Area (#18) 
The purpose of this prescription is to allow vehicle access on existing 
routes and areas designat& as apen. Roads can be cxmstzu- or upgraded to 
facilitate vehicle access for a full ramp of - activities. 

Theemphasisisonpmvidiragfartheuseof allresources. 

This prescription applies to lands managed without an in&vidual resource 
emphasis. 

Eleoent &"mt Dizecticm 

Facilities 

Minerals 

Range 

TiUbX 

Visual 

Allm roads or other facilities to be cclnshructed or 

and O t h e r  uses. 

Manage minarals under existing m i n i n g  laws and 
regulations. 

Use the fire suppression strategies of oonfinement, 
containment, or cmtrol for management of unplanned 
natural fires. 00n.trOl all Urplanned hUman-Caused 
fires. 

Allm the use of the range by livestock, as specified 

w a d &  in SupPCat of mjnf%al, range, recreation, 

in j n d i v i m  graziq permits, where grazing 
allotments werlap areas to w h i c h  this management 
prescription is applied. 

Allm the fu l l  use of public roads for access to 
ranp allotmnts. 

Allm the recreaticm activities appmpriate in 
Semi-primitive Nm-WAorized, Semi-primitive 
Iulotorized, or Roaded Natural Ros classes. 

pmvide developed facilities to meet user needs and 
requirements. 

A l l o w  OHV use on both existing and new Planned 
OWS may be used off roads and trails unless routes. 

restricted by the Winter Wtor Veh ic l e  U s e  Map. 

provide perscolal use fuelwood in  designated areas. 

Meet VQOS as irnrentoried in the Roaded Natural RC6 
class. 

Do mt exceed the Partial R e t e n b o n  VQO in 
Semi-primitive Nm-MAorized and Semi-primitive 
MDtorized ROS classes. 
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Wildlife Manage road and t r a i l  systems to maintain habitat 
quality for wildlife and fish. Road and trail 
design, constructicm and maintenance w i l l  allow for 
" e n t s  of wildlife and fish species between 
important portions of their hane ranges. 
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Management Area Direction 

Management Area D i r e C t i a n  provides geruxal directim for management Of an 
area w h x e  burdaries are defined w i t h  reference to its unique 
characteristics . The clirezh 'an for each area addresses the management 
situaticms and resource d t i m  that are specific to it . 
The Forest is divided into twenty Manag-t Areas . Each area is " a g e d  
under a &fferent set  of prescriptim that reflect v a q q  resouTce 
emphases . In addition. the Forest-wide Standards and Gudelines apply to a l l  
the areas . 
Eescriptxms of each Manag-t Area are displayed in this section w r t h  maps 
that indicate the area's prescription boundaries . 
me Manageanent aral tkir iocatim in this chapter are: 

No . 
1 . 
2 . 
3 . 
4 . 
5 . 
6 . 
7 . 
8 . 
9 . 
10 . 
11 . 
12 . 
13 . 
14 . 
15 . 
16 . 
17 . 
18 . 
19 . 
20 . 

- Management Area Page 

MonoBasin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  152 
Lee Vining . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  155 
Walker-Parker . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  160 
JuneLakeLoop . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  164 
Glass Mountain . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  170 

Pizona . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  175 
Upper Owens River . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  179 
Mammoth Escarpment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  184 
Mammoth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  190 
Reds Meadow-Fish Creek . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  196 
Convict.McGee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  '200 

Benton-Casa Diablo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  204 
White Mountains . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  208 
Rock Creek-Pine Creek . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  213 
Bishop Creek-Buttermilk . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  217 
Coyote . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  221 
Owens Valley Escarpment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  225 
InyoMountains . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  229 
Golden Trout . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  '233 

South Sierra . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  '238 

- 
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MANAGEMENT AREA # 3 

i l9 

Mono Basin 
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MANAGEMENT AREA #1 

Mono Basin 



Mono Basin (#1) 

Descripticm 

The P4x-o B a s i n  Managwent Area co- to the hnmdaries of the Pin” 
Basin National Forest Scenic Area established by the California Wilderness 
Act of 1984 (P.L. 98-425). It includes the lands imnediately 
P4x-o Lake, the mrthem three-quarters of the I%rn Craters, and abut  two 
mles of the Sier ra  Escarpnent to the west of Pin” Lake. Frivate land 
mholdmgs are numerous and include residences, grazmg land, and a few 
busmesses. The city of Los Angeles owns considerable acreage. Also 
mcluded is a county Park, cemetery, and the area kr” as Mom Lake Tufa 
State Reserve. 

Topography is nearly f la t  surmundmg Mom Lake, mcludmg places where 
recedmg water levels have exposed about a mile of lake b t tm  and tufa 
fonnations a t  the south end. Over fifteen young volcanic wnes create a 
startlrng backbp to s ix - f a t  tall bitterbrush and sage. The E a s t e m  Sierra 
Escarpnent west of the lake is very steep, and ccmp~sed of lwse rock w i t h  
pinyon/juniper cover. The high point here is approxunately 10,614 feet a t  
Mom Dane, ccxnpared to about 6,370 feet a t  the lake. 

Cultural s i tes  include prehistoric campsites and part. of an historic ralroad 
grade “J fm ivkmo Mills to Bodie. 

R e c e n t  volcanic activity, evidence of n ” ~  glacial advances, and perhaps 
the oldest lake m North America make the area important f r a n  the standwint 
of natural history research and interpretation. 

Block  p m c e  unpatented mining claims cover the Mom Craters. Approximately 
four square miles of Jeffrey pine forest is located just east of the craters. 

Portions of several cattle and sheep allotments extend i n b  the Management 
Area. 

Current recreabon use exceeds 150,000 visits per year, many to the south 
tufa area. Recreation activities include huntjng, canping, exploring unique 
geologic features, and bird watching. 

P4x-o Lake  has historically pmvidd habitat for mre than 40,000 California 
gulls c i u r q  the nesting season. This represents 20 percent of the world 
population and 95 percent of the state ppulation of California gulls. The 
lake is also habitat for larye rnrmbers of migratoxy water birds, such as 
eared grebes, W i l s o n ’ s  phalarope, and sxmy plovers. 

Marlagalen t Area D i r e r z t i C i l  

The S a c  Area w i l l  be managed under its own plan. U n t i l  t h s  Managmt 
Plan is approved, i n t e r i m  management ‘on w i l l  be followed. The 
Forest-wide Standards and Guidelines apply to the Scenic Area and its 
canprehensive Management P l a n  will be tiered to the Forest Plan. 
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MANAGCMCNTAREA 2 

- - - - -  0 5 IO 

Prescription Allocation (Rw) for Management Area #2: Lee Vining 

Number Name 

R x l  Designated Wilderness 
R x z  Proposed Wilderness 
R x 3  Mountain Sheep Habitat Emphasis 
R x 5  Research Natural Area 
Rx 12 Concentrated Recreation Area 
Rx 15 Developed Recreation Site 
Rx 17 Semi-Primitive Recreation 13,146 

Total 40.383 

Lee Vining - 
155 
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MANAGEMENT AREA #2 

Lee Vining 

NOT TO SCALE 0 Prelcrlpllon Numbers - P r ~ a C r l p l w n  Area Boundary Managemen1 Area Boundary 
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Lee Vining (#2) 

Descripticm 

The L e e  Vming Managmt Area includes L e e  V i n i n g  Creek and W l l  creek 
(Lundy) drainages,. the southerrnrost portion of the Haver Wilderness, and the 
mrthenumst t i p  of the m e 1  Adam Wilderness. It is located on the E a s t e r n  
Sierra Escarpnent generally w e s t  of the Town of L e e  V i n i n g  and east of 
YoSemite National Park. Fn"=n . t features include the Town of Lee vining, 
and Lundy, Saddlebag, Ticga and Ellery Lakes.  Most of the. land is in 
National Forest ownershl 'p. 'I" patented minirag claims, Southern California 
Falson lands in part of the canycol bAtcnt3, and the Tcwn of L e e  vining are 
exceptions. 

Top3graphy is generally very steep and rocky w i t h  the notable exceptions of a 
high, sloping, generally inaccessible bench between the two canyons, and the 
D a n a  Plateau. Elevations range fran 6,500 feet near L e e  Vining to 13,053 
feet a t  Mt. Dana .  Access is essentially restricted to canyon bottams, lakes, 
and roads. The Management Area contains the Ticga Lake  Further Planning 
m a ,  evaluated in the RARE I1 prccess as ham an urmcdified nakral 
appearance and providing visual prwkction to the Ticga Pass Road. 

Vegetation is sparse on the steeper slopes where mtain -any, various 
other shrubs, and grasses prevail. "be slopes low i n  Lee Vming Canyon 
have gccd stands of pi~-~y~n/jUniper and sage. The riparian areas contain 
heavy stands of aspen and willm with scme conifers (Lee Vining Canyon has 
eight species of conifers), and spectacular meadows. The bench between the 
canyons contains aspen, lo2gepole pine, and f i r .  The higher elevations are 
mst ly  alpine passes with scme lcdgeple pine and nmmtain hemlock. 

Cultural sites include the oldest camp site i n  the Wzxm B a s i n ,  located a t  the 
L e e  V i n i n g  Ranger Station, and several 100-year-old minirag buildings 
includirg the tawn of Bennethnlle. 

The four lakes all have southern California Edisan dams, w i t h  a hyOelectxic 
p e r  plant located in  each canyon. The two patented claims are still active 
m the area. One of these maintains a four-wheel-drive road to the 
wildexness boundary southwest of Lundy Lake. 

There are portions of three grazing allotments i n  the eastern portion of the 
area. 

The Management Area gets major recreation use  f m  destination-oriented 
campers and fishermen. The area contains State Route 120, the. east entrance 
to Y o s m i t e  National Park, s1x Forest S&ce campgnxmds, two resorts 
(special use permits), and Cbmty campgrcxmds. Campgrounds and resorts are 
usually f u l l  all s"r. 

The Hall Research Natural Area ( H a l l  RNA) is located w i t h i n  t h i s  managme& 
area. It is devoted to the study of alpine vegetation. The Hall RNA is 
a b u t  nine square mles in size and contains numerous alpine lakes. 

In 1985, twenty-seven Sierra Nevada mtain sheep w e r e  reintrcduced into Lee 
V m i r q  Canyon to increase the papulation network of * s  sub-species. Areas 

Fishing on the four lakes is very popular. 
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considered impoaant for these sheep (3,ooO acres) will be managed w i t h  a 
muntain sheep emphasis. 

Lundy &n has also been designated as a potentral mnmtain sheep 
reintroduction site. An additicmal enviromtal analysis will be &ne prior 
to a munixin sheep reintxduction. This w i l l  det- management 
objectives. The Lee V h m g  Canyon and Lundy Canyon mun- sheep will be 
managed as one ppulation. 

Managenen t Area D i r e c t i c s l  

C u l t u r a l R ~  ' 

- Maintain the historic site of Eennettville in a state of arrested decay, 
Bennettville is recognized locally as an and interpret for the public. 

important site. 

Geology 

- Rvqhasize the explanatim of glacial geology in any intapretive displays 
in Lee V3dl-Q Canyon. 

Range 

- A b o l i s h  the Sheep and Goat Lee V i n i x q  &e& Allotmat and manage the 
allotment area for perpetuation of nrnmtain sheep. 

Recreation 

- pursue developnent of a self-service information display at  the sumnit  of 
Lee Vinirg canym. 

Lee vining and Lundy can-. 
- Pursue the acquisition of a recreation land base for developnent in td3-1 

- Repare a recreation ampsite plan for Lee V i n i q  Canyon only after the 
Forest has acquired a recreation land base in the Canyon. 

- Do not rehabilitate Junction Chpg.-omd to the extent that elimination 
ceases to be an option whw the canposite plan is developd. 

V i s u a l  Resaurces 

- Develop a -i&r viewshed analysis and plan for State Route 120 f r a n  
the Junction of U.S. 395 to Tiqa Pass. 

MuLlmize the visual impact of per prcduction facilities, " i t y  
u t i l i t i e s ,  and the L e e  V i n i r g  Ranger Station canplex. 
. ,  - 

Water 

- Contjnue to c"a ' te w i t h  southern California Ediscrm to l i m i t  reservoir 
fluctuations to those that are reasonable for required aperatians. 
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- Negotiate w i t h  public u t i l i t y  entities to rem water to portions of the 
following dewatered streams: Lee V w  creek, M i l l  Creek ,  and W i l s o n  
creek. 

Wilderness 

- Recannend the 920-acre Tiqa Lake F t r t h e r  Planning Area for wilderness 
designatim. This recamnendaticol is a preliminary administrative 
reccnmendatim that w i l l  receive further review and possible mdificatim 
by the Chief of the Forest Service, the S e c r e t a r y  of Agriculture, and the 
President of the United States. Fjnal decisions on w i l d e r n e s s  
designation have been reserved by the Corgress to i t se l f .  

Wildlife 

- CixmEnate managmt of muntajn sheep in Lee Vinirg Canyon with the 
Califorma Deparhnent of Fish and Game and Yosmite National Park. 

- Take advantage of opportunities to extend mnmtain sheep range consistent 
w i t h  other “gmt objectives. 
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MANAGEMENTAREA # 3 

_ _ _ _  , 0 5 10 

Prescription Allocation (Rx) for Management Area #3: Walker-Parker 

Number Name 

R x l  Designated Wilderness 
R x 4  Mule Deer Habitat Emphasis 
Rx 11 Range Emphasis 
Rx 12 Concentrated Recreation Area 
Rx 15 Developed Recreation Site 
Rx 17 Semi-Primitive Recreation 

Total 21.685 

Walker-  Parker 

160 



M A N A G E M E N T  AREA #3 

Walker- Parker 



Walker-Parker (#3) 
Description 

The Walker-Parker Management Area includes the Sierra "front wuntxy" between 
Lee V h i q  and the June Lake Loop, and a s n a l l  p r t ion  of the Ansel Adams 
Wilderness. It primarily lies west of U.S. 395, but a Weage-shapsd part 
extends into Pumice V a l l e y  east of U.S. 395. Ninety-five percent of the area 
is visible frcm any point on a f m m i l e  Stcetch of U.S. 395. It includes 
all of W a l k e r  and Parker Creeks, as w e l l  as Parker Bench. pnrrunen . t f e a h r e s  
include M t .  Gib&, Koip Peak, Parker Peak, W a l k e r  and Parker Lakes, and 
Parker Bench. N e a r l y  --third of the area is owned by the City of Los 
kqeles. Other private land coIlslsts ' of a few private parcels and four or 
five residences. 

Top3graphy is alnnst f l a t  on om-quarter of the area (includkg all  the ks 
&geles lands), ris- precipitously a l q  the Eastem Sier ra  Escarpnent. 
Moraines extend cmb the f la t s  from each of the two canyans. E l e v a t i o n s  
r q e  fran 6,500 feet in the east to 12,979 feet a t  KDip Peak. 

Parker Bench ccoltains about four 
square miles of aspens interlaced with grass/sage openings or m t a i n  
mahogarry thickets. This area is extremely valuable as mule deer fawning 
habitat and sumner range. The middle one-third of the area contains stands 
of conifers including white fir nearly 200-feet tall a t  the w e s t  end of 
W a l k e r  Lake. The north end is pinym/junipr, and the f la t s  are sage/grass 
or irrigated meadows. Vegetatim a t  the higher elevatiuns is typically 
sparse sub-alpine. 

Mrmerous prehistoric sites exlst, and Bloody Canyon served as a major 
prehistoric travel route to the W n w  Basin from the San  Joaquin Valley. 

A large pzirtim of the Casa Diablo deer herd sumners in this Management 
Area. The area between Parker and W a l k e r  Lakes is especially important as 
fawnjng habitat for this deer hard. A n  estimated 1,250 deer fmn this herd 
sumner between Deadman creek and L e e  Vjnjng CYe&. 

Large parts of three grazing allotments are wi- this area. Much of the 
Los Angeles lands is irrigated and grazed. 

Recreation activit ies are dispersed camping, fishirg, and huntu-g. 

The City of Los Aqeles aqueduct traverses most of the area, adding Walker 
and Parker Creeks as it rum toward Grant Lake. S i x  miles of Rush Chxk is 
generally dry because of similar di-iuns. Cain Ranch ( a  City of Los 
Angeles canp ccnrplex), the area's dmp, and a gravel p i t  are all  located on 
Crty of Los Aqeles lands. 

The vegetation is diverse and spectacular. 
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- Where possible, utilize the coordinated Resouroe Planning process and 
others to lnvolve the Los Angeles Lleparhnent of Water and power and 
private landowners i n  resolving graz i rg  and riparian conflicts. 

Recreation 

- provide for dispersed day use and merrught c q j r g  opprturuties 
consistent with the Roaded Natural ROS class in  the area in  Prescription 
#11. 

- Provide for develop3 day-use facilities, parkirg, and consistent access 
in  the area in Prescription #12, particularly in  the Walker Lake area. 

- Ebphasize Semi-primitive Non-lvL3torized recreation activities and 
opportunrties m the area in l?rescriptiun #4. 

V i s u a l  Resources 

- Develop a corridor viewshed analysis and plans that include U.S. 395 and 
State Route 158. 

Water - 
- Negohate w i t h  public u t i l i t y  entities to return water to portions of the 

folluwiq dewatered streams: Rush Creek, Walker Creek, and Parker Creek. 

Wildlife 

- Ebphasize the importance of the Casa Diablo deer herd in  manag-t 
decisions. 
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MANAGEMENT AREA #4 

June LakeLoop 

NOT TO SCALE 
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June Lake Loop (#4) 

Descriptim 

The June Lake Loop Managmt Area includes a snall portion of the &el 
A d a  W i l d e r n e s s  and all lands regarded as the June Lake Lmp. The area is 
bounded on the northeast by U.S. 395, the west  by the Eastem Sierra 
Escarpnent and the south generally by June Mountain. Prarmnent features in 
the "loop" are four lakes (June, Gull, Silver and Grant), June i"tain, and 
ReversedPeak. hrarunen . t features in the Wilderness are Gem and Waugh Lakes, 
R c d g e r  and Blacktop Peaks, and Mts. Lye11 and Davis. Private lands w i t h i n  
the area include the town of June Lake, and City of Los Aqeles lands near 
Grant Lake. 

Toposraphy consists chlefly of a spectacular brseshoe-shapd glaciated 
canyon about a quarter-mile wide  W e d  by cl i f fs  on steep high mrames. 
~ g h  gentle peaks lie above this canyon on June Wx"ain and Reversed Peak 
and east of U.S. 395. The westem portion rises to the steep E a s t e m  Sierra 
Escarpnent. The entire area is drained by Reversed creek and Rush Creek. 
Elevaikon ranges f m  7,050 feet below Grant Lake t o  13,114 feet a t  the top 
of Mt. Lyell. 

Vegetation consists of heavy stands of lcdgeple pine and Jeffrey pine on the 
bgh  mrth-fachg slopes of June Mnmtain and Reversed Peak, to grass/sage in 
much of the northeast one-half of the area. Scattered Jeffrey pine and 
occasional large patches of mountain m a n y  dot areas around R e v e r s e d  
Peak. Vegetation alorig the creeks is typically riparian, containing willow, 
aspen, and grassy meadms. High elevation vegetation is typically 
sub-alpine. 

P o r t . "  of this area are miportant as smmx range migrabon mutes and 
bldmg areas for the Casa Diablo deer herd. The Yost Lakes and Reversed 
Peak areas are considered important smmx range for this deer herd. The 
Hartley Springs area is located witlun the migration corridor between w i n t e r  
and "er range. 

One sheep allotment extends intn the Management Area. The area also 
conkibutes a minor awunt of timber f m n  stands on the north slde of 
R e v e r s e d  Peak. 

Major recreakon use OCCUZ~S at  a rate of one million recreational visitor 
days per year, uti l izing the "loop's" four lakes, six public c w u n d s ,  
three permittee campgrouolds, five marmas, ski area, pack station, and 
considexable recreation-oriented facilities in the private sedor. The 
"loop" is a year-round destination resort area. The area also contains a 
major trailhead mto the Ansel Adams Wild-ss. The June Lake Loop w i l l  
also provide much of the overnight base, in both public and private 
facilities, for users visi- the recently established Mom B a s i n  scenic 
Area. 

Grant Lake 1s a City of Los Weles reservoir and as such includes a portion 
of the Los Angeles Aqueduct. Lake levels fluctuate, partially negating this 
lake's value for recreation use. There is also a southem California =son 
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p e r  plant and penstocks fran Agnew and Gem Lakes. As a result of these 
penstocks, Fish ta i l  Fa l l s  f lms  mfrquently. 

mnagmml t Area Direction 

Geology 

- Emphasize the explanatmn of glacial and/or volcanic geology i n  any 
interpretive display around the June Lake  Loop. Decide w h i c h  is m o s t  
appropriate based on view and daninant features identified fran the 
interpretive location. 

L a n d s  

- Excharge National Forest System lands into the private sector for 
cc”n i ty  expansion when: 

1. The most appropriate use of the National Forest System lands over the 
long t e r m  is in  the private sector; 

2. Federal, state, county, local and Forest  S-ce planning m s s e s  
identify and support conveying Cmnershp of the parcel fran National 
Forest System status to the private sector: and 

3. The use intended for the f&al land being exchanged meets the intent 
of the current appruved Canmnu ’ty General Plan. 

- Present proposed developnents on National Forest System lands to other 
governments for their cm”t when those governments have a vested 
lnterest in the propsal. 

- Allaw developnent on National Forest Sys- land when it is clearly 
d m t x a t e d  that the rnfrastructure of a a ” n i t y  can support the 
demands of the proposed developnent and benefits fran developnent 
outweigh adverse impacts on the “ u n i t y .  

Minerals 

- Reflect high level rerreaticm values m environmental analyses for 
geothermal developnent. 

~ 

Recreation 
~ 

- Permit developnent of June Pbmtam Ski Area to 7,000 SAOT before 
developing any adj0mi.q potential ski areas. 

- prepare a recreation composite plan to inventory, coordinate, and program 
the f u l l  sumner and w m t e r  recreation develapnent potential in the June 
Lake Imp. This does not include the expansion or develogmnt of June 
Pbuntain and is the area in  Prescription #12. Construct new sites as 
funds becane available. coordinate w i t h  the c “ i t y  of June Lake to 
deterrmne the needs of the cannunity when ocmpleting the recreation 
ccenposite plan. 
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-Identify and prcgram disperses trail facilities i n  the areas in 
Prescriptia-s #4, #12, and #17. Include hiking, equestrian, and bicycle 
opprtunities. 

-Manage the areas in FTesriptia-s #4 and #17 for their Semi-F?cjmitive 

- Pursue consku&on of a bike t r a i l  a r o d  June Lake Loop. 

- Consider alpine ski developnent for the H a r t l e y  Springs area. 

Non-Motorized recreation activities and opprhmities. 

This would 
be part of any emulative effects StUCiy generated in the Mamnoth/June 
area. 

- coordinate with Calix- and WXKJ County to plan and develop parkiq, and 
support faci l i t ies  for mrdic, ."bile, or snowplay 'ties 
along U.S. 395, State Routes 158 and 203, the Lake  Mary Road and the 
Scenic Loop Road. 

Visual Resources 

- Develop corridor views?xd analysis and plans that include U.S. 395 and 
State Route 158. 

- Minimize the visual inpa& of tramnission lines, p3wer plants, and 
private land developnentS. 

- Pursue opprhmities to relocate the 11% line out of the Oh! Rtdge 

- Enamrage and work with the camunity of June Lake and Gnmty to 
develop scenic resource element guidelines and mitigation measures as a 
part of any local p1arrih-g effort. 

Campzpmund develop3 site. 

Water 

-Allow developnent m the M"th/June area where a w t e  water is 
available after natural resource needs are mt. Allow for the 
exploration and developnent of new water xnrrxes on National Forest 
System lands for " u n i t y  purpses only when such opprtunities have 
been exhausted on private lands. 

-Manage the Twm Springs watershed abwe the June Lake F'ublic U t i l i t y  
D i s t r i c t  water supply intake with all the precautions needed to ensure 
that water is provided a t  a quality level consistent and cmpatible w i t h  
State Basin Plan  objectives for danestic supply. 

- Adhere to the June W n m t a i n  Ski Area Erosion h-evention Plan. 

- Conclude negotiations w i t h  Southem California Edison and other licensed 
public u t i l i ty  entities to manage reservoir levels in Agnew, Gem, and 
Waugh L a k e s  to enhance recreakon, visual, and other natural resource 
values. 
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- Imkate negotiations w i t h  the C i t y  of Los Weles Deparhwit of Water 
and Power to manage Grant L&e reserirorz’ for the enhancement of 
recreation, visual, and other natural resource values. 

Wildlife 

- Fnphasize the imp3rtance of the Casa Diablo deer herd in management 
decisions. 
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MANAGEMENT AREA # 5 

Prescription Allocation (Rx) for Management Area #5: Glass Mountain 

Number Name 
R x 5  Research Natural Area 
R x 9  Uneven-aged Timber Management 
Rx 10 High Level Timber Management 
Rx 11 Range Emphasis 
Rx 14 Potential Alpine Ski Area 
Rx 15 Developed Recreation Site 
Rx 17 Semi-F’rimltive Recreation 
Rx 18 Multiple Resource Area 1.608 

Total 130,089 

Glass Mountain - 
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Glass Mountain (#5) 

The G l a s s  Mountain Managfmmt Area is located for the most part east of U.S. 
395 and Mzum craters and exten& for about twenty-five miles east to the 
Forest boundary east of Black "&ain. The south boundary includes the 
drstinct ridge forming the north l i p  of the Lcmg Valley Caldera. The north 
boundary is the Forest boundary, Iunning just below timber line and along 

' t features include O b s i d i a n  Dcme, Bald Mountain, . Private land inboldiqs mist of 
State Route 120. Prormnen 
Sagehen Peak, G l a s s ,  and Black Mourrtains 
dispersed UnaeVelOpea 40-acre parcels located around meadows. 

Top3graphy is &ly gentle, flat to rolling, w i t h  slopes seldon exceeding 20 
percent that drain toward Wnm Lake and Adobe Valley. Exceptions include 
lava flows and portions of the Wnm Craters a t  the west end, sharp canyons a t  
the east end and the steeper slopes lea- up to the crest of G l a s s  
Mountain. Elevation rariges f r a n  6,600 feet a t  Taylor Canyon to 11,123 feet 
a t  G l a s s  Mountain. 

Vegetation is ccmnercial timber an appra&nately 55 percent of the area and 
includes lodgepole pine and Jeffrey pine. The Jeffrey pine here and in 
Management Area # 7 make up the largest m t i g u o ~ ~ ~  stand of pure Jeffrey pine. 
in the world. These timber stands generally have a grass/sage u n d d q .  
mst of the remainder is vegetated with p i n y o n / j ~ n i ~  and sage/grass 
cxmnnmities. Also present are dispersed m e a m  and sand flats. The 
Craters, lava flows, and the south-facing slopes of Ba ld  and G l a s s  i%unt- 
are essentially unvegetated. 

Prdustoric use is significant, w i t h  G l a s s  Mountain being an important 
obsidian saxma. G l a s s  Mnmtain obsidian has been found in prehistoric sites 
m the Midwest. PWm Mills, a lumber n u l l  in the late 18oOs, and appurtenant 
railroad grades and logging related structures occupy a portion of the area. 
Sam11 Meadow contained a snall sawmill near the turn of the century. 
Evidence of it is still visible today. 

A major mining operation atop Phno Craters &acts block pumice for 
processing in a local m i l l  a t  Lee V i n i r g .  The operation employs abut  
thlrty-five people, counting all phases. 

All or part of nine grazing allotrnenss are located in the area. Over 50,000 
acres is considered suitable range. 

R e c r e a t i m  us8 is dispersed canpjng, hunting and wwd gather-. In the 
winter, snowmobiling and cr~~s-wunt ry  skiing are popular activities. 

T h t m  is harvested and fuelwood is cut an the area. Several timber stands 
are suitable for goshawk habitat. 

Sane important deer win- range exists in the eastem portion of the 
management area. bst of these deer migrate around the south end of the 
G l a s s  "ntains. One migration route, apparently used m low-snm years, 
transects this management area ammd the north end of the G l a s s  Moun-. 
Sane areas in the Glass Wnmtains are also used as sumner range. The Hartley 

Most allotments are utilized by sheep. 
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Springs area is located w i t h m  the migration corridor between winter and 
s u ~ ~ n e r  range of the Casa Diablo deer herd. 

pronghom use the northeast portions of the Management Area. 
are the result of transplant endeavors in 1982, 1984 and 1985. 

A mall population of sage F u s e  use the mrthexn portion of the Management 
Area. strutting grounds are located here. 

The Managewnt Area contains two Research Natural Areas; Indiana S&t w i t h  
a Jeffrey p m  cnmunity, and Sentinel Meadow w i t h  lcdgepole and llmber pine 
Comrmnities . 
Managenen t Area D i "  

Cultural R e s o u r c e s  

These animals 

- Pursue developnent of a Mcolo Mrlls historical interpretive site. 
Inmrpxate the Mono Mills Railroad site into the mterpretive plan for 
the Mono B a ~ m  Scenic Area. 

Geology 

- Encourage continued geologic exploration and research relating to 
post-caldera formation, seismic and volcanic activity and the prediction 
of future seismic activity and volcanic mpkons.  

Range 

- Consider placement and b n i q  of water availability for deer and other 
wildlife when developlng water sources for livestock. 

- Utilize plant species that also benefit wildlife when revegetat3ng 
rangeland. 

- Maintain or develop a vegetative m a ~ c  when regenerating range forage. 

Recreation 

- Pxg"m and develop s u p r t  facilities for both nordic and sxmmbile 
access a l q  U.S. 395 when oppcrtunities and funding bewme available. 

- Manage Hartley Sprbgs &"d in its current status until a 
ccmpr&ensive e " m n t a l  analysis is ccmpletd on the Hartley Springs 
area. 

- Maintain dispersed facilities throughout the area. Do not turn them into 
developed sites. Examples are crooked Meadow, Sawmill Meadow, Sentinel 
Meadow, and Pilot Spring. 

- Inventory, design and ~aogram the developnent of an mterpretive auto 
bur oriented towards the geolcgic/volcanic chain of topgraphic features 
mcluding the Wno Craters, F'"l, W i l s o n  Butte, and Obsidian Dane in 
Management Area #5 and selected features in Managenent ?+rea #7. 
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owrdinate intwp-etive planniq for auto tour and inkxpretive 
facilities w i t h  #e interp.-ative plan for the k b m  Bas in  Scenic Area. 

- coordinate with Cal-&am, state P& and Recreatian, and "J county to 
plan and develop parking and SupPCat facilities for nordic, sn"bile 
and slowplay w%=-h- 'ties along U.S. 395, State Routes 158 and 203, the 
Lake Mary Road and the Scenic Lcop Road. 

Timher 

- Maintain plantation stocking at the greatest density acceptable to timber 
"gment where cover needs exist for deer (e.g., around madaws and 
along deer migration routes). 

-Utilize existirag roads rather than new road ccmdzuction to " i z e  
q c t s  on wildlife where practical. 

Visual Resources 

- Develop m i d o r  viewshed analysis and plans that include U.S. 395. 

-Plan for additional powerline con&sEh 'on w i t h  the objective of 
eventually lnmirg the e2dStil-g 115Kv line along U.S. 395. 

Wildlife 

- Develop watex sources for deer and other wildlife as appropriate. 
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MANAGEMENT AREA #6 

Pizona 



Pizona (#6) 
Dssxxiptim 

The Pimna Manag-t Area, also kn” locally as the “Pi-” mtq, is an 
isolated portion of National Forest that begins six miles east of Nnm Lake 
and extends beyond the Nevada border. It lies north Of I’43nQcnErcy Pass and 
Adobe Valley, and is bordered on the northeast by the Toiyabe National 
Forest. prcrmn ’ ent features are occasional springs and low rolling hills. 
Private land consists of dispersed undeveloped 40-acre parcels in conjunction 
with grassy flats or springs. 

Topography is generally f la t  to mOaerately steep scab rock, rim rock, and 
rocky canyons. Elevations range frcm 6,000 to 8,000 feet. canycols, althugh 
not deep, run in all directions, and orienting oneself can be difficult. 
Dramages dead end i n  sinks when? no readily available water exists.  The 
only available water sources are occasional minor springs or pcolds. 

Vegetation is ahmst universally pinyon/junipr w i t h  a grass/sage understory 
and an Occasional d r y  grassy flat. 

Prehistoric cultural sites are numerous and often well-pres& because of 
linuted access and d r y  climate. Thare are few historic sites and very l i t t le 
evidence of past “g activlty or opera- claims. 

The most distimyishing feature of this area is the existence of a population 
of w i l d  horses. The 75-150 wild horses are part of the I’43ntgmery Pass wild 
horse herd that ranges within the southeast portion of t h i s  management area. 
The herd utilizes adjacent Toiyabe National Forest, Eureau of Land Management 
and private lands. Tim grazing allotments exist but one has not been used in  
recent years, partly because of ccqetition for feed w i t h  the wild horses. A 
coordinated Resource Planning process that invvlves all interested 
individuals and groups is being used to develop management strategies for the 
w i l d  horse territory. 

Recreation use is extremely limited, consisting of caranercial guide-outfitter 
operations or an occasional hunter or off-highway vehicle. 

A major interstate uti l i ty right-of-way, the Pacific DC Intertie tranrmission 
line, bisects the southwestem part of the Management Area. 

The southern portion of this Management Area is used as winter range by the 
Casa Diablo deer herd. 

Managenen t Area D i r e c t i o n  

Lands 

- Recognize the mute paralleling the Pacific DC Intertie tranrmission line 
as having the hghest potential for a north-south u t i l i t y  corridor on the 
Forest. 
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Range 

- Manage the "Pi- Cauntrf to provide for the use and -ts of 
w i l d  horses. Allow the Cl" ' ted Resource Planning process that is 
currently being cxmdum to establish wild harse rumbsrs and 
requirements. 

adjaCent to the herd's territoq. 
- Seek opp3rtunites to recognize and coordinate wild horse use on lands 

-pursue the aoquisitmn of private lands to maintam wild horse and 
w i l d l i f e  water and forage needs. 

- Allm natural predators to regulate wild horse numbers. 

Recreation . 
- M & l t &  the dispersed MtllIF5 Of  the -tion C C C l l I T h  h thrS 

management area. Do not a l low developd facilities for recreation. 
Penni t  camtercial outfitting and guiding to the extent "@Able w i t h  
managmtmt of the wild horses. 

178 



MANAGEMENT AREA # 7 

0 5 10 

Prescription Allocation (Rx) for Management Area #7: Upper Owens River 

Number Name 

R x 9  Uneven-aged Timber Management 
Rx 10 nigh Level Timber Management 
Rx 11 Range Emphasis 
Rx 12  Concentrated Recreation Area 
Rx 15 Developed Recreation Site 
Rx 16 Dispersed Recreation 

Total 55.720 

Upper O w e n s  River - 
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MANAGEMENT AREA #7 

Upper Owens  River 



upper Owens River (#7) 

The upper 0." River Managawnt Area is located m a t e l y  abare and to the 
northwest of Lake Crowley. Included are the subdrainages of Deadtinan Creek, 
the upper Owens River, Little Hot CYesk, Dry Creek, and portions of Hot 

Bear Flat, L i t t l e  Antelope Valley and the Deadman/Inyo Cratfxs volcanic 
~ Creek. Praun ' ent features include Lookout Mountain, Deer Mountain, Smokey 

~ fOmlat iOns.  

with the exception of the land imnediately adjacent to the 0den.s River, the 
remainder of the area is National Forest. A s n a l l  fringe of the lnwrprated 
T m  of Mammth Lakes is located in the southern portion of the area. U.S. 
395 traverses in  a northwest/southeast direction and is the major access to 
the area. 

Topography is characterized by numerous s n a l l  drainages w i t h  moderate side 
slopes and f la t  ridgetops. Elevation ranges f r a n  6,960 feet i n  the H o t  Creek 
dramage to 8,796 feet atop Deer Wuntain. The eastem portion contains 
mderately rolllng rangeland mth sage and bitterbrush side slopes and grassy 
valley bottcms. Higher elevat%xs are characterized by the Jeffrey pine 
forest. 

As the primary watexshed for Lake Qowley, the area provides an important 
source for danestic water for the City of Los Argeles. The upper Owens River 
is an important trout fishery. 

~ 

~ ~ 

~ 

The Managawnt Area is w i t h i n  the Lorig Valley Known Geothermal R e s o u r c e  Area 
(KGRA). Seven lessees currently hold geothermal leases on approximately 
38,190 acres of land wittun the Management Area. Eqloration, including 
wells drilled to a depth of mre than 6,000 feet, has been conducted by 
private industry and the scientific c x " i t y .  There is one operating 10 
megawatt powerplant on private land within the Management Area. Carmercial 
developers have applied to I" Cnunty for the rights to build two additional 
power plants on private land. Camnercial developers have applied to the 
Bureau of Land Management to build a single p e r  plant on National Forest 
system land. 

All or part of seven grazmg allobwnts are located m the management area. 
Recreational use is pr-ily of a cbspersed nature. The Inyo Craters, a 
popular day-use site, focuses on the intapretation of geologic history. 

~ D e b ,  Lower Deaclxn, Glass Creek, and Big Springs -unds provide 
wemight c q i n g  facilities. 

~ Timber stands include nearly pure red f i r ;  mixed stands of red fir, white 

~ of Jeffrey pme. Because of logglng activity, numerous single-lane and 
fir, l d g e p l e  and Jeffrey pine; pure stands of lodgepole; and a pure stand 

two-lane dirt and gravel roads bisect the area. L o g g i q  debris and dead and 
dawn & form an jnlprtant source of firewood for the adjacent Town of 

~ Mammth Lakes and numerous other c x " i t i e s  as far south as  Lone Pine, 

- 

~ Califorma. W e  is camtsrcial fuel& l"g . onthearea.  
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Because of its proximity to U.S. 395, a designate3 scenic highway, proximity 
to the Town of Ma"i5-1 Lakes, and visibility fran high elevation points such 
as Mamnoth lvbuntain and Minaret Sumnit, the area requires special attention 
to meet established Visual Quality O b j e d i v e s .  

The area serves as important habitat for mile deer during the spring and fall  
migaticns. A major deer migation corcibr for the Casa Diablo deer herd 
extends fran Managenient Area #12 (Emtm-Casa Diablo) around the south end of 
the G l a s s  bumtains, and follaws the westem slope of the G l a s s  mtains to 
a staghg area m the Upper (xuens River. 

A large pqnilation of sage grouse (an es"ate3 1,000-1,200 birds) uses the 
Caldera area, includjng the eastem half of t h i s  Managesent Area. 

winter ranges are oxcentrated mstly on Bureau of Land Managesent and C i t y  
of LQS Fmgeles lands in the vicinity of Csowley Lake. Sumner habitats for 
this species include the entire basin. There are three lv" slzuttjng 
grounds in this Management Area.  

Fish 

- Manage O'Harrel canyon creek dtrainage to provide for recwery of Lahontan 
cutthroat -trout. 

Geology 

- Cnntinue cooperation and mordination of gsophysical exploration and 
research w i t h  the scientific ccnnnmity. 

- Enoourage cantinued geologic exploration and research relating to 
@-caldera formation, seisnic and volcanic activity and the predicticn 
of future seisnic activity and volcanic eruptions. 

Range 

- ccolsider placement and timing of water availability for deer and other 

- Utilize plant species that also benefit wildlife when revegetating 

- Maintain or develop a vegetative msaic when regenerathg range forage. 

- Encourage water spreading to enhance forage for livestock and sage grouse 

- Develop watering locations away fran riparian areas. 

wildlife when developing water so- for livestock. 

rangeland. 

where feasible. 

Recreation 

-prosram and develop s u p p o r t  facilities such as parking areas and 
trailheads for both mfic  and " a m b i l e  access along U.S. 395 and the 
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Scenic Loop Road when opprhmities and fundiq becane available. OSV 
access to the Inyo Craters w i l l  be permitted to wntinue. 

- Develop a recreation ccmposite plan to inventmy, coordinate, and ~orogram 
the N1 sumner and winter recreation develapnent potential w e s t  of U.S. 
395. Include the area i n  PreSQlipticns #lo, #12 and #16. C n n s h c t  
prcgramred facil i t ies m funds bemne available. 

of the ccIIITp3nity of Manoth. 
- m h i b i t  dispersed camp- w i t h i n  two miles of the private land bmdary 

- Pursue reconstruction of Big Sprirgs &qq"d at  a location mre 
suitable for the purpose. 

fiparian 

- Manage riparian areas to maintain high habitat quality for fish, 
especially i n  threatened and endangered species waters, wild .trout 
waters, and the meadow reaches of the "s. 

Timber 

- Maintain plantation stcdung ' a t  the greatest density acceptable to timber 
manag-t where thexe are cover needs for deer (e.g., around m e a m  and 
along deer nugration routes). 

- Ut i l i ze  existing roads for timber harvest where practical to minimize 
impacts on mldlife. 

Visual Resources 

- Develop corridor viewshed analysis and plans to include U.S. 395. 

- Establish a m s s i n g  point for a major powerline route serving the 
potential geothermal area to the w e s t  of U.S. 395 a t  the least 
visually-sensitive pint. 

- Plan for additimal powerline ccu-~~tn~&on w i t h  the objective of 
Wentually "irg the e x i s t i q  115Kv line along U.S. 395. 

Wildlife 

- Maintain the productivity of meadaws for sage grouse. 

- Allm managwent activities that do rot significantly intexfere with key 
sage grouse habitat. 

- Maintain or enhance the integrity of key winter ranges, h0ldj.r~~ areas, 
migration routes, and fawning areas for mile deer. 
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MANAGEMENT AREA # 8 

Prescription Allocation (Rx) for Management Area #8: Mammoth Escarpment 

Number Name 

R x l  Designated Wilderness 
R x 4  Mule Deer Habitat Emphasis 
R x 9  Uneven-aged Timber Management 
Rx 12 Concentrated Recreation Area 
Rx 13 Alpine Ski Area. Existing and Under Study 
Rx 14 Potential Alpine Ski Area 
Rx 15 Developed Recreation Site 
Rx 16 Dispersed Recreation 
Rx 17 Semi-Primitive Recreation 

Total 38.267 

Monoche Mln 

Mammoth Escarpment - 
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MANAGEMENT AREA #8 

Mammoth Escarpment 
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Mammoth Escarpment (#8) 

Description 

The Manoth Escarpnent Managment Area stretches from San  Joaqun Mxntain on 
the northwest boundary southerly, brdexirg the Ansel Adams Wilderness, to 
M”th Mountarn and along the Manmth ctest to Bloody and Laurel Iubuntains 
on the southeast boundary. A small p r t i o n  of the John Muir Wilderness is 
lncluded a t  the south end of the Management Area. P ‘ t features are San 
Joaquin Mountain, Minarf?t S m t ,  Mamnoth Mountain, Mmn~th Lakes B a s i n ,  
M a n m ~ t h  Rock, the t%“th Cres t ,  and Bloody and Laurel i%untains. Private 
inho~dings include a 1.5-acre tract adjacent to Lake Mary and a 3.75-acre 
parcel adjacent to the Valentine R e s e r v e  and Lake Mary Road. 

Toposraphy rises from gentle slopes a l o q  the lawer reach of Sherwin C%ek to 
very steep, often precipitous terrain a l o q  the I”th Crest. Elevations 
range fm 7,200 feet a t  the eastern t i p  of the area to 12,544 feet at  the 
crest of BloOay Mountain. The lands form a spectacular and impOrtant S d C  
backdrop from U.S. 395, a designated scenic highway. 

Vegetation is characterized by sage/bittakush and “tam mahcgany in the 
southern portion of the escarpnent, and mixed  fir and ldgepole pine stands 
in the north. lvbuntain mahcgany, l&geple, whitebark, and limber pines are 
found at  higher elevations. Riparian areas supprt .stands of aspen, water 
birch, andwillow. 

The Management Area has a few active m h i q  claims. 

Small portrons of three grazing allotments extend into the Manag-t Area. 

Developd recreation is the primary use on the area. This Manag-t Area 
has mre recreation visitors than any ooher in the Forest S e r v i c e .  Mammth 
Mountain Ski Area, the largest facility of its type i n  the United States, is 
located here. There is potential for additional alpine ski opprtmities m 
the area. 

The M“th L a k e s  Basin,  a series of alpine lakes nestled in a bawl-shapd 
area imnediately southwest of the Tawn of Marrmoth L a k e s  is inpxtant for both 
sumner and winter recreation purposes. It is also hipxtant as a watershed 
for dawstic water use in the Town of Marrm3th Lakes. The area includes 
numerous sumner lmws, loages and resorts. 

In addition to alpine skiing, many opprbmities for “ i h c  skiing are 
offered in the Mamnoth Lakes  B a s i n  and in i”KJi3-1 Meadow. Altbugh t r a h  
are set in these areas, they are not formally designated as mrdic ski 
areas. Because this area interfaces with the Tawn of Mammth Lakes,  its 
value for day-use activities and open space adjacent to the c c ” i t y  must 
also be recognized. 

Appmximately 4,000 deer are depndent on this area for migration mutes and 
sumner range. The area is important to the Sherwin mule deer herd as a 
migration route m the fa l l  and w i n t e r ,  w i t h  Solitude Canyon, Mammth Pass 
and Deadman Pass servhg as mjor migration corridors. The area east of 
Sherwin crreek is an i m p r t a n t  stagirg site in the spring as the deer herd 
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awaits the melting of 4 7 0 ~ .  
herd by providing fawruq habitat. 

Special uses in the area include elecbmnic permits for s i tes  on Ma"th and 
L i n c o l n  muntains, organization camps along Sherwin Creek, and m t s  to the 
Mamoth County Water D i s t r i c t  for danestic water and sewer activities m the 
Mamoth Lakes Bas in .  As a part of the p e r m i t  agreement, dams in the Mamoth 
Lakes B a s i n  are maintained by the Ma"* County Water D i s t r i c t .  Water use 
f m  the Lakes B a s m  is conbl led  by a Master operating Agrxment between 
the Forest Service and the Mamnoth county Water D i s t r i c t .  

mnagmEn t Em=a Direction 

Cultural Resources 

Glass cseek contributes to the Casa Diablo deer 

- W i z e  the mterpretation of effects of recent wlcanisn on abrigmal 
life. 

Facilities 

-Conduct a clmnrlative effects study of the Ma"th/June area when a 
developnent propssal i n  this area requires an Envirormaental Impact 
Statement. The Ma"th/June area is defined by U.S. 395 on the east; 
Highway 203 on the south; the John Muir and Ansel ?+dam Wildernesses on 
the west; and the riagelme. of the June Lake ccmiplex on the north. 

Fish __ 

- Manage Glass Creek drainage above the campground to provide for recovery 
of the Lahontan cutthroat trout as approved by the Lahontan Cutthroat 
Rout R e c o v e r y  Plan. 

Geology 

- Bnpixsize glacial and bedrock geology a t  inteqretive sites w i t h i n  the 
Lakes B a s i n .  

Lands - 

- Consider m land exchaqes mv01vi.r~~ Shezwin Meadow until final decisions 
are made on the sk i  area propxed for Sherwin Bawl. 

- Continue elechronic s i te  use on Mannnth and Lincoln muntains consistent 
w i t h  existing developnent plans. 

Mmerals 

- Lirmt access for exploration activities to methods not requirq road 
C0nstxuction. 

R e c r e a t i o n  

- Develop recreation canposite plans to inventory, c~~rd ina te ,  and program 
the f u l l  sumner and winter recreatim developat ptentml in the area 
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inP?32swx 'ption #12 (~akes  B a s i n ) .  &"ct p r o g r a m n e d  facilities as 
funds becane available. 

-identify and prcgcam dispersed trail facilities i n  the areas in 
prescriptions #12, #14 and #17. Include hiking and equestzian t ra i l  
opprtunitxes in a l l  areas and bicycle trails in  the area i n  Prescripticol 
#12. Include 'ties for muntain bike trails w i t h i n  the 
bb-mgment k e a .  Interface trail system w i t h  the cnnmmib. 

- Maintain levels of ressnroirs in Mammth L a k e s  Basin to desirable levels 
entire sumner use for recreation use and sceru 'c enhancement during .the 

SWEK.XI. 

- W i z e  day-use activities w i t h i n  the Marmpth Lakes  B a s i n  by develop- 
needed day-use faci l i t ies  to ccq1-t overnight campgrounds. 

- L i m i t  expansion of resart capacity in the Mammth Lakes B a s i n  to 10 
percent above 1985 levels. 

- Encourage public transprtation in the Mamnoth Lakes  Basin for sumner and 
w i n t e r  day-use. 

Manmth to the Fores t .  
- m i z e  developnent of front -try trails, particularly those linking 

- L i m i t  nordic capacity (Skiers A t  One Time) in Mammth L a k e s  B a s i n  to 
1,203, unless a special study indicates an inneased capacity is socially 
and envimmmtally acceptable. 

lands adjacent to Valent ine  Resatve. 
- Maintain -t us8 p a w  and open space On National.Forest System 

V i s u a l  R e s o u r c e s  

- Develop a corricbr viewshed analysis and plan that includes State Route 
203 and the Lake Mary Road. 

- Develop special mitigation measures alorg State Route 203 fran the "n 
of Mammth L a k e s  to Base Lodge 1 to soften ski area inpacts for the 
sumner-oriented visitor. This locali ty has been develop3 as an 
elongated base area for Ma"* "tab Ski Area and the designated VQOS 
may not have been mt. 

- ccastruct all ski area developnent in areas in Prescriptions #13 and #14 
to meet the Retentim Ve3 as seen fran trails and use areas in Managexat 
Area #lo (wilderness). 

- F"uage and work w i t h  the Town of Marmpth Lakes and Mono County to 
develop a scenic resource element, an anhiteshnal element, guidelines, 
and mitigation measures as a part of any local p1annb-g effort. 
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Water 

- Allow developnent on National Forest System lands in the Mammth/June 
area where adequate water is available after natural resource needs are 
m e t .  Allow for the exploration and developnent of new water sources on 
National Forest System lands for c u " i t y  purp3ses only when such 
opportunities have been e x h a m  on private lands. 

the Water Managesent Plan  for Mammth Lakes Basin. 

- Manage the Glass creek watershed above the Crestviay water supply intake, 
and MarmvJth L a k e s  Basin alxnre the Mammth Lakes Cu"I 'ty water supply 
intake w i t h  all the precautions needed to ensure that water is provided 
a t  a p l i t y  level consistent and carpMtible mth State B a s i n  Plan 
objectives for dcmestic supply. 

- Work w i t h  re-ible agencies to assure ccmpliance w i t h  provisions of 

- Recqnize the value of maintainirg " h i s h e d  streamflows in  managmt 
decisions. 

- Adhere to the Manmth Mountain Ski Area Erosion Prevention Plan. 

- Manage water resnums within Mammth Lakes Basin to provide adequate 
pmtecticn of natural resources, and to seme recreational demand alcolg 
with water supply needs. Satisfy municipal water supply needs after 
natural resources needs are met. 

Wildlife 

- Maintain the integrity of key winter ranges, h0ldh-g areas, migration 
mutes, and fawnkg areas for mule der. 
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MANAGEMENT AREA # 9 

Prescription Allocation (Rx) for Management Area #9: Mammoth 

Number Name 

Rx 11 Range Emphasis 
Rx 12 Concentrated Recreation Area 
Rx 15 Developed Recreation Site 

Total 8.414 

Mammoth - 
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Mammoth (#9) 
Description 

The Mamoth Managemnt Area cxmtains private land within the Town of Mammoth 
Lakes, National Forest System land, and land owned by the C i t y  of .Los 
Angeles. The M”th/June Lake mrt, Hot Fish Hatch-, Hot mek, 
and Sherwin Creek &“md are irrrpOrtant features in  this Management &ea. 

The area contains the adnunistrative facilities of the Wth Ranger 
D i s t r i c t .  Facilities include a major visitor center and D i s t r i c t  Office 
ccanplex, a warehouse building, a housing area w i t h  six goverrrmentawned 
houses and fifteen trailer pads for private house trailers, a grazing pasture 
and tack facilities. 

Toposraphy is p”ma ‘ tely mderately rolling terrain in the Mammth Creek 
dramage. The western pr t ion  of the area contains red f i r  and Jeffrey pine 
forest, with the eastem portion cxnpised prjmarily of a 
grass/bitterbrush/sage vegetative type. 

R e c e n t  land excharge efforts have consolidated land ownershl ‘p w i t h i n  the Town 
of Mmmth Lakes lea- only t w o  parcels of National Forest System lands 
remaining in the Town. These lands are identified as the S h a d y  R e s t  and 
W c ” k  parcels. Land exchange efforts i n  the past have been oriented 
primarily tmiard consolidation of mership and providing lands for ccmmnmity 
needs such as school and hospital sites, industrial park sites for axmiunity 
and private needs, and land for affordable housing developnent. Because of 
the current growth -1s of the newly inoozporated Town, it is anticipated 
that future land exchanges w i l l  be -sed by the cunnunity to seek to 
prrJm.de “ z t y  facilitxes in  fllpport of the current destination resort 
philosophy. 

Because of the proximity to the Town of Mamnoth Lakes, many National Forest 
land uses are diredly related to the fllFpart of this popular resort 
c c “ i t y .  Uses include the facil i t ies of the Marmath County Water D i s t r i c t ,  
Southern California Fdison major power tran5nission lines, the Mammth/June 
Lake Airport, ccoltinental Telephane CanrmniCatiDn facilities, a camunity 
park, and the Hot Creek Fish Hatchery operated by the State of Califomia. 
In a&tion to the private land, the City of Lof: Angeles also 0w1ls several 
parcels m the eastem portion of the area. 

The area contams portions of two grazing allotments. 

The area is impoaant as a d e  deer migratim route and staging area in the 
fa l l  and spring. 

Recreation use is heavy a t  Sherwin (=reek Caqgmud, Shady R e s t  and Old Shady 
Rest campgrounaS imnediately adjacent to the Tawn of Mammth Lakes, and a t  

Creek and on Forest lands imnediately adjacent to private land in  the 
Town. H o t  Creek Interpretive Site, a popular day-use m a ,  focuses on the 
interpretation of the geolqic resource. 

Earthquake Fault Interprative Site. Heavy disperses use also occurs al0I-g 
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Base Loage I1 and the proposed B a s e  m e  V I I ,  important access points for 
the Mammth Pbuntam Ski Area, are also located w i t h i n  the Managmt Area. 
Because of its proximity to the -sed Sherwin Bowl Ski Area, the westexn 
p h o n  of the unit w i l l  play an impoaant part i n  the developrent of base 
and other canplmtary  facilities i f  Sherwin Bowl is develaped. 

The visual corridors along U.S. 395, a designate3 scenic hghway, and State 
Route 203, the primary entry p m t  for the Town of M a m m t h  Lakes, are 
important viewsheds to the traveling public. 

C u l t u r a l  Resources 

- -tam and enhance cultural resource interpretive sites such as Mannmth 
creek cabm, VIS cabin, Indian Caves. 

Facili'bes 

- A l l o w  developrent of new slu base areas carmensurate w i t h  local 
trarqmrtaticm system plamirg. 

Flsh 

- Maintam productivi.ty of the Hot Creek fishery in S e c t i o n  25, Township 3 
South, Range 28 E a s t .  

- Mamtam resnuces affectkg Hot Creek Fish Hatchery. 

- S t u d y  Laurel Pond for intrcduction of fish in coordination with 
Cali€omia Deparbnmt of Fish and Game. 

- Manage according to H o t  Ckeek Wild Trout Managmt Plan of 1986. 

Geology 

- Continue to c o o p a t e  w i t h  and coordinate geqhysical exploration and 

- Encourage contmued geologic exploration and research relating to 
pxt-caldera formation, seisnic and volcanic activity and the prediction 
of future seisnic activity and volcanic eruptions. 

research with the scientific "unity. 

- Where appropriate enphasize geothermal resoucces a t  mterpmtive sites or 
in guides that cover the area. 

-Exchange Forest Service lands into the private Sector for c c " i t y  
expansion when: 

1. The mst  appropriate use of the National Forest lands over the long 
texm is i n  the private sector; 
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2. State, county, lccal and Forest S e r v i c e  plarmirg precesses identify 
and supprt CcBlVeying ownershl ‘p of the parcel fran National Forest 
System status to the private sector; 

intent of the current approved Camnnu ‘ty General Plan. 

I 

and si 

3. The use intended for the federal land baing excharged meets the E- E 

m% 
si% 

SEi- 
.EF; - 
I _e - 

~ - 
_I 
= - ~ l l o w  110 federa land exchanges north of State Route 203 with the m t h  

Lakes c a ” i t y  durjng this pl- pericd. 

- Present proposed developnents on National Forest System lands to other 
“mwx~ts for their camnent when those ” a t s  have a vested - 
interest in the pnsp3sa. 

-I. 
--I 

U”. -- -Allow developnent 011 Nahonal Forest System land when it is clearly -A 

denmstrated that the infrastnl- of a cannunity can support the 
demands of the proposed developnent and -fits fnm developcent 
outweigh adverse inpacts on the o n ” i t y .  

Recreation 

-Provide trail interface oppr- tuni txs  with the cnnnunity of Mammth 
Lakes. 

- = -~ 
~~ - 
m. 

-Maintain open-space areas adjacent to tha Tam of Mammth Lakes for 
passive recreation use. ESE 

- Prohibit dispersed canping throughout the Management Area. 

- Prohibit developnent of S h a d y  Rest Park beycola existirag perimeter roads, 
- and mrth of the p e r l i n e  rights-of-way. 

- Allow developrent of Mamnduh c2eek Park by the Town of Mammth. 

- Identify and program the expansion potential of the S h a d y  Rest and 
Sherwin creek &“md ocmplexes and develop as funds becane avalable. 

- 
~ - -. - N l y  develop the inl%rpretiw potential of the Hot creek geologic site I 

as funds becane available. 
%?E 
mx. Visual Resources - - Develm a corridor viewshed analvsis and ~lans that include State Route m - - 
~ =~ 
I 203 an; U.S. 395. - &: 

- Mitigate the visual impacts of existing major uses ~II  the area seen frun 
U.S. 395 and State Route 203 east of the Town, as this is the major 
gateway to the Mananoth area. 

~~ 

5 
~ -. - - 
I - -- Water 
-a 
!BE&. 

- Allow developnent on National Forest System lands m the Ma”th/June ~~~ 

area where adquate water 1s available after natural resouTce needs are 
m e t .  Allow for the exploration and developwnt of n e w  water sources on !s%a = - = 

~ - 
-Y 
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National Forest System lands for c u " i t y  pwrpses only when such 
opportunities have been exhausted on private lands. 

- Support state water quality ccoltrol requirements and local ordinances to 
mitigate adverse impacts of urban -f€ onto National Forest System 
lands. 

Wildlife 

~ - ccoltinue to enhance and maintain waterfowl habitat a t  Laurel P d .  

- Maintain the integrity of key win- ramps, holdirg areas, migration 
mutes, and fa- areas for mle deer. 
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MANAGEMENT AREA # 10 

0 5 10 

Prescription Allocation (Rx) for Management Area #lo: 
Reds Meadow-Fish Creek 

Number Name 

R x l  Designated Wilderness 
R x a  Wild and Scenic Rivers 

Rx 12 Concentrated Recreation Area 
Rx 15 Developed Recreation Site 

Total 73,318 

'Included in designated wilderness acreage 
**Included In concentrated recreation area acreage 

Reds Meadow-Fish Creek- 
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MANAGtMENT AHFA # lo  
Keds Meadow-Fish Creek 
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Reds Meadow-Fish Creek (#lo) 
Description 

The R e d s  Meadow-Fish Cceek Management Area includes R e d s  and Agnew Mea-, a 
porhon of the Ansel Adams and John Kuir Wildernesses, and that part of the 
Sierra National Forest in the John Kuir Wilderness administered by the Inyo 
National Forest. Devils Postpile Natmnal bb-nment, ~dministered by the 
National Park Service, is located in the center of the Managment Area. 
prominent features are the Minare ts, a distinctive "needle-like'' formation 
along the fitter Range escarpnent, the R e d s  Meadow Valley, Devils Postpile, 
Minaret Fal ls ,  the high cwnixy in the Wildernesses w i t h  their many major 
peaks and lakes, Fish creek Gorge, and the headwaters of the Middle Fork of 
the San Joaquin River, a Wild and Scenic River candidate. There are no 
private land inholdings in the Management Area. 

Topography is characterized by U-.sha@ valleys, steep to precipitous slopes, 
basaltic outcrops and cinder cones to 13,157 feet a t  the crest of Mt. R i t t e r .  

Vegetation is as varied as the elevat"l chfferences, rang- from mixed 
chaparral/mntane chaparral to pure lodgepole pine and red fir stands, to 
subalpine whitebark and limber pines. 

There are rm grazirg allotmnts within the Managemnt Area. There are two 
outfitter-guide pasture permits. 

Recreation is the prmary resource. me R e d s  Meadow Recreation Area, 
lncludrng the Devils Postpile Natmnal Wnunnmt, is an important developed 
recreation ccmplex for day visitors, overnight campers and fishemen. Agnew 
Meadow and R e d s  Meadow serve as heavily used trailheads into the Ansel Adams 
and John Muir Wildernesses. A Camwcial facility provides a rustic resort 
experience w i t h  lodging and pack services for backwmixy visitors. Day-use 
visitors are required to ride a public transportation s y s t e m  w h i c h  is 
provlded to reduce -traffic congestion during the heavy use pried (July to 
early September). 

mnag€lE?l t Area D i r e c t i o n  

Geology 

- Emphasize glacial, bedrock, and volcanic geology a t  interpretive displays 
and in guides that cwer the area. 

Recreation 

- Develop a recreation -site plan to inventory, ooordinate, and program 
the fu l l  sumner recreatim developrent potential in the area in 
Prescription #12 ( R e d s  Meadow). construCt programned facil i t ies as funds 
beccme available. 

- Esrpana txansprtation systens and access alte.rnatives that de-mphasize 
the private auto. Look a t  shuttles and a wide r q e  of trail 
opprhmiti ies such as walking, horses, and bicycles as a p s i b l e  
replacement to private auto use. 
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-Continue to coordinate w i t h  the National Park Service to share 
admirnstxative and fiscal responsibility for the existng shuttle system. 

- Manage to maintain primiiave recreation experience opprbnities durirg 
wrnter m o n t h s .  

W i l d  and Scenic Rivers 

- Maintarn the existing w i l d  and soenic attributes of the Middle Fork of 
the San  Joaquh mver and a l low I'Q activities that would preclude t h i s  
candidate river fran w i l d  and sceruc designation. 
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MANAGEMENT AREA # 11 

INYO NATIONAL\ FOREST 

ISI 
0 5 IO 

Prescription Allocation (Rx) for Management Area #11: Convict-McGee 
Independence 

Acres Number Name 

R x l  Designated Wilderness 3 2 . 0 0 0  
RX 11 Range Emphasis 1 7 9 2  
Rx 1 2  Concentrated Recreation Area 2 566 
Rx 15 Developed Recreation Site 7 1  
Rx 1 7  Seml-Pru"we Recreation 5,650 

Total 42,079 y,' 0::;: 

ManDcnc M!" 

Convict - McGee LII 
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MANAGEMENT AREA #I1 

Convict-McGee 



Convict-McGee (#11) 
Desccipticm 

The Convict-McGee Management Area located southwest of L a k e  Crmley and U.S. 
395 contains all of the Conmct creek, McGee Creek, and Hilton Creek 
dramages. Three-quarters of the management area is a part of the John Muir 
Wilderness. Pmninent features are Convict Lake, M t .  Nxrison, Bloody 
Mnmtain, M t .  Baldwin, R e d  Slate Wnmtain, Mt. mrgan, and S t a n f o r d  Peak. 
Private land lnholdings consist of 120 acres along Hilton and Whiskey Oxe.k.s, 
and 240 acres along Conmct Creek owned by the City of Los Aqeles. 

Toposraphy is rugged and steep. 
terrain rising to the E a s t e r n  Sierra Escarpnent. 
feet on lower Wskey creek to 13,163 feet on R e d  Slate Wuntain. 

Vegetation varies f m  the open sage/bitterbrush-&"ted nwraines and the 
pinyon pme/muntm mahogany-dcminated int-ate slopes to patches of 
subalpme whitebark pme. S c a t t e r e d  pockets of aspen add to the vegetative 
d i V e r S l t y .  

The Management Area ant- hu grazing allotments and a snall section of a 
third. 

The Md;ee creek drainage includes several c- and is a papular 
trailhead intn the John Muir Wilderness. O u t f i t t e r  and guide services are 
amlable  fran a pack station into the upper McGee Creek. 

The area 1s important to the Sherwin -Eu t td lk  mule deer herd as a migration 
mute i n  the fal l  and w m t e r .  This Management Area also includes the 
southern portion of the S h e "  deer herd staging area. 

i'braines doninate the 1- slopes, with the 
Elevations r q e  f m  6,900 

-t Area D i r e c t i o n  

Geo1m 

- nnphasize glacial and bedrock geology a t  mtespretive displays and in  
guides that m e r  the area. 

Recreation 

- pursue developnent of a loop path around Convict Lake that would tie into 
exlstrng developed shorelme paths. 

- Rehabilitate the tralhead area of McGee Creek. 

- provide shade in the newly constructed Md;ee creek Caqxgmund. 

- Develop a ampsi te  plan before expanding day-use and ovemight capacity. 

Visual 

- Develop a corridor viewshed analysis and plans to mclude U.S. 395 w i t h i n  
and adjacent to th~s Managexmt Area. 
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- Allm no new overhead lines to ccmpy exist iq  utility mutes as seen 
fnm U.S. 395. Relocate existing -lines as opprtunities arise. 

- R e d u c e  the visual inpact of the Gmvict sewer plant facility by uskg 
vegetative scxeeniq. 

Wildlife 

- Maintain the intqriiq of key winter rqes,  holding areas, migration 
mutes, and fawning areas for mule deer. 
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MANAGEMENT AREA # 12 

Prescription Allocation (Rx) for Management Area #12: Benton-Casa Diablo 

Number Name 

R x 4  Mule Deer Habitat Emphasis 
Rx 11 Range Emphasis 
Rx 17 Semi-Primitive Recreation 

Total 81.950 

Benton-Casa  Diablo - 
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Benton-Casa Diablo (#12) 

Description 

The Eienton-Casa Diablo Management Area lies hetween Lake Crowley and Ha~mni l  
V a l l e y .  prormnen ' t features include Kelty Peak, Casa Diablo Mountain, Bannex 
Faage and rhens River Gorge. 

The area is characterized by a broad volcanic tableland punchated by 
muntain peaks of the Benton P43mta.h Range. The western portion of the area 
drains toward Lake -ley, the southern portion toward the Owens River, and 
the eastem portion Ward Chalfantvalley. Elevations range fran 5,800 feet 
111 the CMens mver Gorge to 10,560 feet a t  Kelty Peak. !I'he area has several 
hspersed parcels of private land inholdings, and several square mles of 
city of Los Angeles ownership in and around the Owens River Gorge. 

Vegetation ranges frcm a sparse Jeffrey pine forest intermixed w i t h  imuntain 
mahogany and pmyon pine to pinyon-junipez and sagebm-bitterbNsh s m b .  

The Management Area is highly mineralized and contains many mining claims. 
It is also valued for livestock grazing and contains a l l  or part of eight 
g r a z i q  allotments. Recreationists Visit in light n u "  for p r jmi t ive  
caniplng, fishicg, fuelwood gatherug, and other dispersed uses. The area is 
well served by roads and .trails. A mall group of PrColghDm (approximately 
twenty e s )  migrate fran w i n t e r  habitat in H a m n i l  Valley to the Crowley 
Lake B a s m  where they sumner. 

The majority of the w m t e r  range for the Casa Diablo deer herd, 1,500 
animals, is located in  this Management Area. A major migration corridor 
extends fran the Winter ranges e m m d  the south end of the G l a s s  "n t a ins  
and then follaws the base of the Glass mtains paralleling the Owens River. 

ManagerrPn t A r e a  D i r e c t i o n  

BXE 

- Consider placement and t i m i q  of water availability for deer and other 
wildlife when develop- water sources for livestock. 

- Utilize plant species that also benefit wildlife when revegetating 
rangeland. 

- Maintam or develop a vegetative msaic when regeneratirig range forage. 

- Manage grazlng to minimize effects 

Visual 

-Utilize only exist ing pmerline 
Do not create new overhead lines. 
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mutes for the location of additional 
mutes through the area. 



Water ___ 

- Negotiate w i t h  public ut i l i ty  entities to return water to po~3~ons of the 
O W m s  R i v e r  Gorge. 

Wildlife 

- Develop water sources for deer and other wildlife where needed as identified 
m the deer herd management plan. 

-Protect mpr tan t  sage grouse wintering grounds and s.hrutting 
gmunck/nesthg ccmplex fm dek-tal dxsturbance. 

- M m t a i n  the integrity of migration corridors used by prongl” and mule 
deer between Long Valley and Hamnil/(3alfant Valley. 
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MANAGEMENT AREA # 1 3  

Prescription Allocation (Rx) for Management Area #13: White Mountains 
Number Name 

R x z  Proposed Wilderness 
R x 3  Mountain Sheep Habitat Emphasis 
R x 5  Research Natural Area 
R x 7  Ancient Bristlecone Pine Forest 
Rx 12 Concentrated Recreation 
Rx 15 Developed Recreation Site 

Rx 17 Semi-Primitive Recreation 
Rx 18 Multiple Resource Area 83.885 

Total 4 3 6 6 5 6  

'Included in Ancient Bristlecone Pine Forest acreage 

White Mountains - 
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White Mountains (#13) 
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The White Mountains Management Area straddles the California-Nevada brder 
w i t h i n  the Great B a s i n  Gecgraphic province. l ? a n h e n t  features include 
bristlecane pine (the oldest living trees), Bnmdiuy Peak (the tallest peak in 
Nevada at 13,140 feet), White MDuntain Peak (14,248 feet), Paiute cutthroat - 

trout (a threatened species), '~oaa desert mnmtajn sheep (a special interest 
species). The vast majorib of the area is National Forest System land w i t h  
cnly a few scattered parcels of private land inholding~. 

nrnmtain peaks, plateaus, rugged carrycols, and fcothills on the east. Elevahons ~. 
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The area is characterized by an abrupt, steep escarpnent on the west; high 

range fran 4,600 feet on the Wauwba Rcad a t  the Forest boundary to 14,248 feet 
a t  the sunnit of White Mountain.  

Vegetation ranges fran alpine fellfields to bristlecone and limber pine forests 
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E- - - - - ~ to pinyon-jmper wccdland to s a g e m  and scrub a t  the lower elevations. 
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I = - - - The White Nnmtain wild horse hard ramps rrostly m the canyons w i t h i n  the 

northeastern p r t i o n  of the Manag-t Area fm Queen Carryon in  the north to 
Indian Garden CXe& in the south. l?mr@" antelope, transplanted in the 
vicinity of Hamnil Valley in  1982, range the northwestem bnmdary of the 
Management Area. 

The White Mnmtains are mcderately mineralized w i t h  numerous unpatented claims. 
Recreaticmal use focuses primarily on the Ancient Bristlecone Pine Forest, ~ 

hunting, and to a l imi t ed  extent trout fishing. The Wversi ty  of California 
maintains three high elevation research laboratories d e r  permi t .  Livestock 
grazing is an impoaant use. The Management Area contains all or part of ten 
grazing allotments. The area is largely unmade and unaltered by human 
activities. There are mm"s of impoaant prehistoric native American a 

habitation sites. The scienkfic value of the remnant bristlecone pine wood is 
imneasurable. 

_- __ ~~ - 
-- -- = 
--=. 
I 
~~ ~ 

~~ 

~~ __ - ~ 

-. 
~~~ - 
~~ - - = 
_I -- ~. 
~ 

~~ ~~ 

I 

-. -. 
A -. 
~~ ~ ~- -- - ~ - - 
~ ~ _ _ ~  - - 
~~ 

~ - 
-3 - 
??%?5" -. -_ 
~~ 

L -~ 
~~ - =~ - 
EE- -. 
~ - - 
~ _. The Managemnt Area contains one established Research N a t u r a l  Area (RNA) and one 
~~ - ~ - ~~ - 
~ recarmended for establishnent. The White Mnmtajn RNA was established in  1953 

for its bristle" pine wrmunity: the McAfee RWL is recorrmended for its alpine 
fellfield. The W e e  RNA is partially located i n  the White i%untain Scienhfic 
Area. This area was designated under a U-3 (Recreation) classification by the m 
R q i o n a l  Forester in 1971. This classification is m longer appropriate for the 
area under the regulations. Any mad closures or other restrictions needed to 
protect the scientific values of the area are nm under the jurisdiction of the 
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A portion of th is  Managmt Area is being recamended for wilderness 

as having outstanding scenic attractions and recreabonal challenges. 
- designation. It includes the m t e  i % m W  Further Planning Area, identified - 
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Geology 

- mphasize the G r e a t  B a s i n  Physicgraphic Province and sedimentary geology a t  
interpretive sites and in guides that cover the area. where appropriate, 
emphasize information on the White m t a i n  seismic gap, geology of the 
Bristlecone Pine Forest, history of local mining districts and the presence 
of inprtant fossil groups. 

Lands 

-Continue efforts to resolve conflicts between continuous broadcast and 
intennittent broadcast users a t  the Silver Peak electronic site. 

- Participate w i t h  the Bureau of Land Management in  the study of -sting and 
potential payerline corridors. Include in this study the need for 
additional north-south ut i l i ty  lines paralleling the existirag Oregon-Sylmar 
INM: transuission line and for new east-west corridor locations. 

- Declassify the white Mountain Scientific Area. protect the scientific 
values of the area under the authority of the Forest Supervisor. 

Range 

- Exclude portions of the Perry Aiken Flat allohent fran cattle grazing to 
protect mtain sheep habitat. 

- Issue no grazing pennits for the road corridor along State Route 168 from 
the Forest boundary northeasterly through Westgard Canyon to the junction 
with the W t e  muntain Road (No. 4SO1). and along White Mnmtain Road to 
Sierra View, in  order to protect native plants and wildflowers for public 
viewiq and enjoyment. 

Recreation 

- Ooordinate tnanag-t of the Poleta O W  Area w i t h  the Bureau of Land 
Management and the LQS ?ugeles Deparhnent of Water and Power. 

- Allow OHVs to travel anywhe~ i n  the Poleta OHV Area. 

- -pare or u-te a recreation ocmposite plan for areas ~I I  Prescriptions #7 
and #12 that would Imrentory, coordinate, and prcgram their f u l l  sumer 
recreation developnent potential. construct new facilities as funds b e m e  
available. 

- If the White i" ta ins  are designated as wilderness, consider " i n u z r n g  
trail wns.truction so as to continue the existq limited access within the 
area. 

-Manage the white l-4n"cain.s to emphasize Prinutive and S a - P r i n u t i v e  
Nzm-mtorized ROS class activities and oppn%mities except i n  areas 
designate3 as Prescription #18, which w i l l  emphasize Semi-Prinutive 
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Timber 

- prohibit fuelwood gather- a w e  8,000 feet elevation 
Pbuntains. 

V i s u a l  

- W t e  the White Wmtains sensitivity level mapping f r a n  
mutes. 

Wilderness 

in  the White 

.trails and OHV 

- R e a m m e n d  120,000 acres in  the tugher elevatims of the White Wmtains 
Further P L a n n k g  Area for wilderness designation. This -tion is a 
preliminary administrative -tion that w i l l  receive further review 
and possible modificatmn by the Chief of the Forest Service, the Secretary 
of Agriculture, and the President of the Wted States. Final decisions on 
mldemess designation are made by ccolgress. A f t e r  designaticm by Corgress, 
a mlderness managem& plan mll be developed by the Forest. 

Wildlife 

- Examine the potential for habitat imprWement on mountain sheep w m t e r  range 
using prescribd fire. 

- Prepare a plan for the remvery and ccmservation of N e l s o n  mnmtain sheep. 
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MANAGEMENT AREA # 14 

Prescription Allocation (Rx) for Management Area #14: Rock Creek-Pine Creek 

Number Name 

R x l  Designated Wilderness 
R x 3  Mountain Sheep Habitat Emphasis 
R x 4  Mule Deer Habitat Emphasis 
Rx 12 Concentrated Recreation Area 
Rx 15 Developed Recreation Site 
Rx 17 Semi-Pru"we Recreation 
Rx 18 Multiple Resource Area 

Total 70,484 

Rock C r e e k - P i n e  Creek- 
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MANAGEMENT AREA #14 

R o c k  C r e e k - P i n e  C r e e k  I 

NOT TO SCALE 
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Rock Creek-Pine Creek (#l4) 
Description 

The Rock Creek-Pme Creek Management Area straddles the InyO-Wm county line 
and U.S. 395 fran Sherwin S m t  to Tan’s Place. The rural camwuties of Sunny 
slopes and Swall Meadows are located in thls Managaent Area. About half of the 
Management Area is ~I I  the John Muir Wilderness. Frc” ’ ent features are Wheeler 
Crest, Mt. i%rgan, Mt. Abbott, Rcck Creek Lake, and the concentrated recreation 
use facilities of Rock Creek Canyon. 

The area is characterized by the lugged Eastern Sierra Escqent, steep 
dramages, mountain meadows, and the Bishop tuff geologic formation. Elevations 
range fran 4,860 feet near Round Valley to 13,748 feet atop Mt. Morgan. The 
area contauls several drspersed parcels of private land and patented mrrung 
Claims. 

Vegetation ranges fran subalpine forest, mixed coniferous forest, and 
pmyon-juniper to sagebrush and scrub. 

One of the world‘s largest tungsten mines is located 1 ~ 1  the Pme Creek 
drainage. The m e  has been inactive for the past few years and its status is 
uncertain at thm tune. 

Surromertm camping and fishing in Rock Creek Myon are the most popular 
recreation activities. A resort under permit provides increasingly popular 
nordic ski and winter rmuntameer- services in Rock Creek Canyon. The area 
also cont- rest of one grazing allotment and supports key mter range for 
the Sherwin deer herd. A snall band of Sierra mountain sheep have been 
reestablished at Wheeler Crest. Portions of this Management Area are extremely 
important as a winter range and nugratim corridor for several thousand deer of 
the Shexwin-Buttexmilk deer herd. 

Range 

- Allow no increases in grazing where this would significantly degrade fish or 
wildlife habitat. Amend AMPs to include mitigation measures and take 
corrective action where grazing is significantly impact- wildlife habitat. 

Recreation 

- Review the future use determinatmn decision for the area under permit to 
Rock Creek Loage so that cxmtinued high quality nordic oppxhmit ies are 
provided to the public. R e e x ”  the future use determination for the Rock 
Creek Pack Station (Lot 13 Pine Grove Tract). 

- -pare a site plan for the day-use extension of the Tuff C3qgmud. 

- filly identify and program dispersed trail facilities in the area m 
Prescription #12 (Rock creek) and Lower Prne creek fran Rovana to 
Scheelite. Include hdcixg and equestrian tral facilities. 
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- -pare site plans for Pine &e& Caqgnmd below Scheelite and for the 
txailhead area in Upper Canycm. 

Visual 

- Develop a corridor viewshed analysis and plan that includes U.S. 395. 

- Allm m new overhead lines to cempy exis t ing mutes as seen f m  U.S. 395. 

Water - 

- Manage the Rock Creek watershed abave Tan's Place, the Paradise " i t y  
water supply mtake, and the Pine Creek watershed atare the Rovana m " i t y  
water supply intake w i t h  all the precautions needed to ensure that water is 
provided a t  a quality level cansistent and capatible w i t h  State Basin Plan 
objectives for dmestic supply. 
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MANAGEMENT AREA # 15 

0 5 10 

Management Prescription (Rx) Allocation for Management Area #15: 
Bishop Creek-Buttermilk 

Number Name Acres 

RX 1 Designated Wilderness 39,416 
R x z  Proposed Wilderness 4,138 
R x 4  Mule Deer Habitat Emphasis 17,919 
Rx 12 Concentrated Recreation Area 6,164 
Rx 15 Developed Recreation Site 160 
Rx 17 Semi-Primitive Recreation 2.100 

Total 69,897 

i;---I Monache Mln 

Bishop  C r e e k - B u t t e r m i l k  - w 
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MANAGEMEMT AREA #15 

B i s h o p  Creek-Buttermilk 



Bishop Creek-Buttermilk (#15) 
Description 

The Bishop Creek-Buttermilk Managmt Area includes a portion of the Sierra 
Escarpnent and lies south and w e s t  of Bisbp. More than half the area is in the 
John Muir W i l d e r n e s s .  Fnnunent features are Mt. Tan, B a s i n  Mountain, Mt. 
H m p h r e y s ,  Mt. Emerscol, M t .  Darwin, Table Mountain, Lake Sabrina, S o u t h  Lake, 
Bishop creek, Hortcol creek, and the Buttermilk country. The area contains many 
parcels of private land, including the ru ra l  camunities of Star l i te  E&tes, 
Aspendell, and Hawgem. 

The area is characterized by steep, rugged muntains and canycms, muntain 
meadows and pristine lakes. Elevat" range fm 5,000 feet along l o w e r  Bishop 
Creek to 13,986 atop Mt. H L " y S .  

A portion of the Management Area is being recarmended for wildarness. The Table 
Mountam 'Arther Platlning Area w a s  evaluated in  the RARE I1 pnxess as 
presendrg the wilderness attributes of the region. It is contiguous to the 
John MLur Wilderness and currently provides wilderness-type recreation 
opprtumties . 
Vegetation rarges fran subalpine forest to pinyon-junipex, sagebrush- 
bitterbrush, and desert scIuh. 

The area contains one grazing allotmat and supports key w i n t e r  range for the 
Buttermilk deer herd. E l d e r k n y  Canyon is a potential m3untain sheep 
transplant site. 

The Managmt Area contains the Bislmp Creek ccolcentrated use recreation area, 
m a k i n g  it best lamwn for camping and fisl-drg opportunities. Lake Sabrina and 
South Lake  are large, man-made reservoirs w h i c h  are the focal point for boat 
fishing. Thousands of visitors use this concentrated recreation use corridor 
annually. 

Managenen t Area D i r e c t i o n  

Facilities 

- Do not increase current standards for road access and maintenance w i t h i n  the 
area in Prescription #4. 

Fish __ 

- Consider the South Fork of Bishop Creek for a resident t rvu t  fishery. 

Range 

- Allow EO increases in  grazing where this would significantly deyrade fish or 
wildlife habitat. Amend AMPs to include mitigation measures and take 
corrective action where grazing is significantly impacting wildlife habitat. 
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Recreation 

- Develop a recreatmn conposite plan to inventory, mordinate, and program 
the flll~ner and w i n t e z  recreation developnent potential in the area in 
Prescription #12 (Bishop Creek). Cbnsbxct developed Sites as funds becane 
available. 

- Identify and program dispersed trail fac i l i t i a  in the area m Prescription 

-Close all roads to CMV m b i z e d  e above W e l l s  upper Meadow in the 
Buttermilk area between "ber 15 and A p r i l  15 to reduce adverse impacts 
on this key winter deer raqe. 

-Ehphasize Semi-Prhitive I%brized and Semi-mimitive Non-MAorized 
activities and opportunities in the area in Prescription #4 fran April 15 to 
"her 15. 

#12 to include hjking and questxian opparturu. 'tie. 

Visual 

- Develop a comi&r viewshed xdysis  and plan to include Sta t e  Route 168 
(Bishop Creek), the South Fork of Bishop Creek, and the North Lake  Road 
w i t h i n  this unit .  

- Work w i t h  CalTrans and Inyo Cbmty to reestablish vegetation on cuts and 
fills where feasible along major roads in Bishop Creek. 

Water 

- Manage Bishop Creek watershed above the Plant Four f x " i - t y  wa- supply 
intake with a l l  the precautitms to ensure that w a t e r  is provided a t  a 
quality level consistent and ccmpatible with State Basin Plan objectives for 
danestic supply. 

- Recarmend the 4,138-acre Table Mnmtain Further Planning Area for wilderness 
designation. This " e r & t i o n  is a preliminary ahhistxative 
-tion that will -ive further review and pssible  modification by 
the Chief of the Forest Serv ice ,  the S e c r e t a r y  of Agriculture, and the 
President of the united States.  F i n a l  decisions on wilderness designation 
have been reserved by the Cmgress to itself. After designation by cca7gress 
a wilde?mess management plan w i l l  be develop3 as an irmendment to the John 
Muir W i l d a m e s s  Managewnt Plan. 
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MANAGEMENT AREA # 16 



MANAGEMENT AREA #16 

, Coyote 
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-- Coyote (#16) 

Description 

The coyote Management Area lies southwest of Bishop on the east s l o p  of the 
Sierra Nevada. The area consists mostly of coyote Flat. This is an ancient 
plam that w a s  m existence prior to the uplifting of the Sier ra  mnmtain 
block. Tixs ancient plain sulvived the uplift intact and nod lies as a perched 
high plateau surrounded by precipitous, glaciated mountain and canyon 
topzgraghy. The area also includes a very s n a l l  portion of the John Muir 
Wilderness in the southwestern sector. other pnrrunent features include Coyote 
Ridge, Lookout Mountain, the Hunchback, Round Pbuntain, Sugarloaf, a portion of 
the Inconsolable R a r g e ,  and B a k e r  and Coyote C r e e ? ~ ~  Sane parcels of private 
land inholdings are dispersed thruugbut the area. 

Steep, rugged terram and f la t  tableland topography characterize the area. 
Elevations range from 4,000 feet four miles northwest of Big Pme to 13,501 feet 
along the Incomlable Range. V e h l c l e  entry is via a single off-highway road. 
The area is largely w a d e d  and undisturbed by man’s mfluences. 

Vegetation 1s characterized by limber pine a t  the higher elevations, r q q  
into lodgepole-Jeffrey pine, p w - j u n i p e r ,  and sagebrush. 

Sane “rg (primarily for tungsten) has occurred, and many mining claims are 
present. 

Cattle grazing is an important use as the area contains four grazing 
allotments. The area is generally s a w d x w d  fran December through April w i t h  
l i t t l e  use except by an occasional c~oss-coun~ skier. 

Recreatimsts value the area for its off-highway accessibility and its 
prmt ive  canping, fishing, and hunting opportunities. 

Potential exists for a Sierra Nevada nrnmtain sheep transplant into Shannon 
Creek. Lu.ier @oris of thls manag-t area are used as winteq range by the 
Goodale deer herd. 

mnagmen t Area D i r e c t i m  

EX5E 

- Allow no mreases in  g r a z q  where this would significantly degrade fish or 
wildlife habitat. Amend AMPs to include mitigation measures and take 
correcbve action when grazing is significantly impactjng wildlife habitat. 

Recreation 

- Eqhasize Semi-Primitive Ken-Motorized and Semi-primitive Motorized 
activities and opportunities in the area in Prescription #17 (Coyote-Baker 
Creek). Develop a canposite plan to include O W  opprtumties, m t a i n  
brke and equestrian trails, locations of ROS classes, and limited overnight 
canping facilities to maintain a quality level of use with m i n i m a l  resource 
damage. 
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Water - 

- Manage Coyote Ox?& Watershed above the Plant  Four Camrmnity water  supply 
intake w i t h  all  the prezauticns needed to that water is pruvided at a 
quali ty level amsistent and cmpatible w i t h  S ta te  Basin Plan objectives for 
donestic supply. 
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N A N A G E N E N T A R C A  # 17 

Prescription Allocation (Rx) for Management Area #17: 
Owens Valley Escarpment 

Number Name 
R x l  Designated Wilderness 
RX 3 Mountain Sheep Habitat Emphasis 
R x 4  Mule Deer Habitat Emphasis 
Rx 12 Concentrated Recreation Area 
Rx 15 Developed Recreation Site 
Rx 1 7  SemvFrrmitrve Recreation 
Rx 18 Multiple Resource Area 

Total 188,370 

-I O w e n s  Val ley Escarpment - 
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MANAGEMENT AREA #17 
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Owens Valley Escarpment (#17) 

Description 

The mens Valley Escarpnent Management Area extends fran Big Pine Creek on the 
north to wolaoga Peak on the south. A large portion of the John K u i r  W i l d e m e s s  
1s within the Managemmt Area boundary. All of the area is w i t h i n  Inyo county. 
praninent features are the E a s t e m  Sierra Nevada Escarpnent w i t h  its m a n y  peaks 
over 13,000 feet in  elevation, and Mt. Whi-, the highest mnmtain in the 
contiguous United States. Several isolated parcels of private land inholdirags 
cccur a t  the lower elevat im below the wilderness baundary. 

The area is ccmprised of steep to precipitous rugged terrain in the c a n p  and 
d e r a t e  to gentle slopes on the alluvial fans and benches. Elevations range 
frcm 5,000 feet to 14,495 feet a t  the sumnit of Mt. Whitney. A l l  of the 
drainage flows eastward into Owens Valley and is finally absorbed into the Los 
Aqeles Aqueduct system. 

Vegetation ranges fran subalpine conifer forest w i t h  foxtail, limber, and 
wlutebark pines in the higher elevations to j u n i p r ,  pinyon pme, and the 
semidesert " i t i e s  of sagebrush, shadscale, blackbrush, and bitterbrush m 
the lower elevations. 

Riparian areas con- a mixture of water birch and w i l l o w  w i t h  scattered 
pockets of black oak. The vegetative makeup provides key winter forage for 
deer, tule elk, and muntain sheep. 

Five dmestic cattle grazing allobwnts provide spr- and early sumner forage 
for local ranches. 

concentrated recreation use exists in Big Pine Creek, Oak Creek, Independence 
Creek, and Lone Pine Creek. Dispersed recreation use includes fishing, hunt-, 
and hiking throughout the Management Area. Major trailheads that access the 
Wilderness are located m Big Pme Creek, and a t  Onion Valley and Whitney 
Portal. 

Frm U.S. 395 the ent~re Management Area presents the scenic backdrop lowyn as 
the "Sierra Escarpnent. " 

This Management Area contajns habitats imprtant for the Mt. B a x t e r ,  Mt. 
Williamson and Mt. Langley muntain sheep papulatim, and includes the 
California lvlountain Sheep Zoological Area. Lmmr portions of the Management 
Area are alSo imjx rbn t  as winter range for the Goodale and Wmache deer herds. 

Taboose Creek is a ptential s i te  for reintrcduction of Sierra Nevada mountain 
sheep. 

Managernen t Area Direction 

Facilities 

-Coordinate w i t h  Inyo County to " i z e  the vegetative disturbance on 
roadsides in  the area in Prescription #12. 
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Fish  
~ 

- Manage Tinemaha creek watershed at and above the meadow reach to prwide for 
rewvery of Lahontan cutthroat trout as directed intheapprovedrecwery 
plan. 

Lands 

- Mamtain the 120-acre isolated parcel of National Forest system land in 
Sections 29 and 32, Ww&u 'p 15 South, Range 36 East for land exchange or 
Forest Service ac'hninistrative use. 

Range 

- Allow 110 increases in grazing where t h i s  would sigruficantly degrade fish or 
wildlife habitat. Amend AMPs to include mitigation measures and take 
corrective action where grazing is significantly impacting wildlife habitat. 

Recreation 

- Develop all overnight and day-use oppnAunitiffi in the area in Frescription 
#12 (Big Pine, Independence, and Lane Pine Creek drainages). 

Canyon for dispersed recreation. 
- Develop a t ra i l  frun Sage Flat Camggmund to Glacier Loage in Big Pine 

Water - 
- Manage Big Pine eeek watershed above the Sage Flat and Big Pine " i t y  

water supply intakes, Independace Creek watershed above the Seven Pines and 
Grey's Meadow S m  Hane Tracts cnnmmity water supply intakes, and the 
Lone Plne  Creek watershed atuve the Forest boundary w i t h  a l l  the precautions 
needed to ensure that water is provided a t  a quality level wnsistent and 
"pa t ib le  w i t h  State Basin Plan objectives for domestic supply. 
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MANAGEMENT AREA # 18 

INYO NATIONAL FOREST 

0 5 10 _ _ _  

Prescription Allocation (Rx) for Management Area #18: Inyo Mountains 

Number Name 

R x 2  Proposed Wilderness 
R x 5  Research Natural Area 
Rx 18 Multiple Resource Area 113,059 

Total 163,921 

Monocns Mf" 

l n y o  Mountains '-1 
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MANAGEMENT AREA #I8 

lnyo  Mountains 

0 Prercriplion Numberr - Prrrrriplion Arfa nomdary -ManagemcnI Area Boundary NOT TO SCALE 
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Inyo Mountains (#18) 

Description 

The Inyo bbuntams Manag-t Area consists of a large, rugged m t a i n  range 
located app"ate1y eight nules east of Independence, California. The range 
runs north and south w i t h  slopes fm the surnnit facing both Cwens Valley and 
Saline Valley. hormnen ' t features are Waumba Mountain and Squaw Peak. The 
entire area is w i t h i n  Inyo County. 

~ 0 t h  the east and w e s t  slopes of the mnmtain range are extremely steep and 
rugged. Lack of water is one of the most notable characteristics: there are no 
perennial streams. Elevations range fm a lau of 3,700 feet about five nules 
northeast of IndepenaenCe to 11,123 feet on Waumba Mounta in .  

Vegetation is typically sa-deser t  w i t h  sagebrush in  the lower elevations 
givzg way to pinyon pine m the higher elevations. A s c a t t e r q  of bristlecone 
and l i m b e r  plne exlsts above 9,500 feet. 

The Winneduwh Paiute ~~t located in  the southern part of the Management 
Area northeast of Independence is a striking monolitluc landmark visible fm 
Owens Valley. 

pa r t s  of the area are highly mineralized, and unpatented "g claim activity 
is prevalent, although no major prcdmtion is evident. 

The Saline Valley burro herd ranges in the fmthills of the Inyo I%un- a l q  
the eastem boundary of the Managemnt Area f m  Whippoorwill F la t  south to the 
South Fork of W i l l o w  Creek. 

There are two grazing allotments, one under permit and one vacant because of the 
lack of water. 

Recreational activity is lmted to &Spersed canping, and no developed sites 
are proposed. A Research Natural Area for pinyun pme is proposed on the 
northeast slopes of Waumba Nnmtain near Whippoorwill Flat. 

Three m e y s  since 1981 in the southeastem portion of the Managanent Area have 
indicated a population of about thirty Nelson mnmtain sheep. 

A portion of th is  area is being reconnended for wilderness. The Pamte Roadless 
Area w a s  evaluated in the RARE I1 process a s  having a h g h  degree of natural 
appearance w i t h  unique features and many opportunities for solitude. There are 
few recreational opprhmities because of rugged terrain, lack of access and 
l i t t l e  water. 

Managemen t Area Direction 

There are no private land inholdzrgs. 

Facilities 

- Place the Waumba, Papmse, Squaw Flat and Badger Flat roads on the Forest 
Road System to be maintamed a t  Level 2 (low-level maintenance). 
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Facilities 

- Participate with the Bureau of Land MaMgfmmt in the Study of existing and 
potential powerline ccxri&xs. Include in this study the need for 
-ti& &-south u t i l i t y  lines paralleling the eKisting --Sylmar 
INDc t r ~ s s i o n  line and for new &-west corridor locatim. 

Range 

- A l . 1 0 ~  IID increases in wing this would Significantly fish a 
wildlife habitat. Amend AMPs to irclude mitigation measures and take 
corrective action whers g~azing is significantly ir?pading wildlife habitat. 

Wilderness 

- Remrmend 47,942 acres in the southeast Corner Of the P&Ub-MaZOLUb 
Further Plannirg area far wildemess designation. TNs lTecQnnendation is a 
preliminary adnhistrative nxmmmdation that w i l l  receive further review 
and possible rmdification by the Chief of the Forest Serv ice ,  the Secretary  
of Agriculture, and the president of the United States. Final  decisicm on 
wilderness designation are made by (xmgres. After designation by CcmgYeSs 
a wildemess management plan w i l l  be aeVelOpea for the area. 

Wildlife 

- prohibit overnight camp- 1/4 mile of sprjrg water sources that are 

- Protect, maintain or develop water sources wiWrin the area for wildlife and 

necessary for wildlife "ival. 

vegetative diversity. 
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MANAGEMENT AREA # 19 

INYO NATIONALI\FOREST 

I L'. L I Prescription Allocation (Rx) for Management Area #19: Golden Trout 

Number Name 

R x l  Designated Wilderness 
Rxs Research Natural Area (660) * 
R x 8  Wild and Scenlc Rivers 
Rx 12 Concentrated Recreation Area 
Rx 15 Developed Recreation Site 
Rx 1 7  Semi-Primitive Recreation 

Golden T r o u t  I I 
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MANAGEMENT AREA # 19 

Golden Trout I 



Golden Trout (#19) 

Description 

The Golden Trout Management Area corresp3nds to the boundaries of the Golden 
Trout Wilderness an the Inyo National Forest and includes the Horseshoe Meadow 
enclave a l q  with a comer of National Forest land outside the wilderness 
northeast of Timosea Peak. P ' t features are wcologa, Cirque, Trail, Kern, 
and olancha Peaks, Tenpletcol Mnmtain, Golden Trout Creek, headwaters of the 
South Fork of the Kern River, and the North Fork of the K e m  River gorge. 
Several isolated parcels of private land mbldings remain in the Wilderness, 
and the C i t y  of Los Aqeles ~WILS sone land in the Horseshoe Meadow enclave. 

Toposraphy is typical of the upper K e r n  Plateau country. Lccated mostly w e s t  of 
the Sierra Escarpnent, the terrain is not so sharply defined, but is rolling and 
punctuated w i t h  evidence of volcanic activity (e.g., Templeton Wuntain is a 
c d e r  cone), gramtic peaks and outcrops, and m y  high-wm- meadows. 
Elevaticols range fm 3,700 feet on the eastem boundary of the M a m g m t  Area 
to 12,900 feet a t  Cirque Peak. 

Vegetation is qute diverse. Ponderosa pine and Jeffrey pine daninate the lower 
montane coniferous forest belajl 6,500 feet. The upper nnntane coniferous forest 
is found between 6,000 and 10,000 feet and is amprised of three carmunities: 
the mixed conifer (white fir-sugar pine-incense cedar) forest, the red f i r  
forest, and the mnmtain jun ipr  woodland. The subalpine forests are dcrninated 
by lodgepole pine. Westszn white pine and limber pine are restricted to 
isolated pockets w i t h i n  the lcdgepole pine forest. Foxtail pine is is found on 
the Kern Plateau and extends mrth to Gnian Valley. The next papulation of this 
tree species l i es  over 300 miles north in the Klamath Mmntains. This &sjunct 
&skibution is unique a m q  subalpme -tree species. Foxtail pine, which is 
closely related to bristlecone pine, also attains great age. 

The chapparal CamRUllty covers dry, rocky slops usually where the conifers are 
absent. Camuon species of the chaparral cxnnnmities are buckbrush, white", 
manzaruta, mtain mahcgany, antelape bush, and squaw -ant. A large 
muntain meadow ccmtunity of grasses, sedges, rushes, and forbs is important to 
deer, livestock, and pack stock. Alpine fellfields including pereMial herbs 
forming cushions or mts, are found above timberline. E a s t  of the Sierra crest, 
the follcwing four plant cc" i t i e s  are present: pw- jun ipex ,  sagebrush 
scrub, shadscale scrub, and creosote bush. 

The Golden Trout Wilderness is unique in being the native hane of the golden 
trout, California's state fish. 

All but a small portion of the Managewrit Area is occupied by six grazing 
allotments for cattle. 

m, backpacking, and pack stock use are the primary dispersed recreation 
activities. 

The L a s t  Chant% Meadow Research Natural Area Supporting foxtail pine w a s  
established in  1982 and is located east of Horse- Meadow. The Managmt 
Area contains the headwatexs and 20 miles of the South Fork of the K e r n  River, 
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and 11 mles of the North Fork of the Kern River. Both of these have been 
designated as Wild and S-c Rivers. 

This Managemmt ?+rea is the focus of intensified w a t m  restoration 
ackvities. Efforts were begun i n  1933 to restore damaged stream channels. 
Since that time, a-tely 800 emxion wntrol structures have been 
installed, pmtectjng a b u t  500 acres of meadowland f r a n  gullying and 
accelerated erosion. 

The area contributes significantly to both the sumner and w i n t e r  needs of the 
Ivl3nache deer herd. 

Olancha Canyon has the potential as a site for Sierra Nevada mnmtain sheep 
transplant priding an envi"mtal analysis. 

mnag€nE€l tAreaD- '081 

Fish 

- Strive to attain high q u a l i t y  habitat as defined in the Habitat Capability 
Model for all golden trout streams. Manage the habitat as the best that can 
be achieved given the incised d t i o n s  of stream channels as defined by 
quantitative methcx%lcgies such as GWS, UJWISH, etc. 

-Work w i t h  the Los Arageles Deparbnent of Water and power to maintain a 
wntin- w a t e r  flow for fisheries in b- Creek below the penstock 
diversion. 

Range 

- Penn i t  cattle entry on or a b u t  June 25, but make every effort to avoid 
encroachment on luwm fawning areas through mitigatjq measures shown in 
individual grazing allotment plans. 

- Allow m increases in grazlng where this would significantly degrade fish or 
wildlife habitat. Anerd allotment plans to irclude needed mitigating 
measures andtake 've action grazing is significantly impacting 
wildlife habitat. 

R e c r e a t i o n  

- In oooperation with the Ci ty  of Los Angeles, close a l l  roadside zones below 
the 320-acre trailhead area to off-road par- and use except for 
designated vista points or mterpretive sites. coordinate the closure with 
the developnent of a campiq facility a t  the Horseshoe Meadow !mailhead. 

Visual 

- Continue to mitigate the negative visual impact  created by Horseshoe Meadow 
Road with soil stabilization structures and vegetative measures. 
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Water - 
- Mamtain existing meadows to arrest further degradation before initiating 

total watershed restoration projects. 

- Place watershed restoration priorities in areas where sedunent reifuctim, 
fish habitat, and visual resources wDuld receive the most benefit. 

- Negotiate with public uti l i ty entities to retum water to portions of 
Cottanwood creek. 

Wild and Scenic Rivers 

- Manage the South Fork of the Kern and the North Fork of the Kern Wild and 
Scenic Rivers in acoordance w i t h  final legislatim. Prepare a river 
mana.gment plan for each designatd river including final classifications 
and Ixxu7dary descriptions. 
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MANAGEMENT Auen # 2 0  

Rx 15 Developed Recreation Site 
. .  

Rx 17 Semi-Prn"we Recreation 15.340 
Total 7 5 4 7 1  

'Included in designated wilderness acreage 
"Included in wild and scenic rivers acreage 

l9 I' yi 
South  Sierra 
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MANAGEMENT AREA #20 

S o u t h  Sierra 

@ Prercription Numbers - Presrriptlon Area Boundary -Management Area Soundary NOT TO SCALE 
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South Sierra (#20) 

The South Sierra Manag-t Area is the southem extreme of the rny0 National 
Forest and is w e d  on the north and west by the Golden Trout Wildemess. The 
south boundary adjoins the Sequoia Naticnal Forest. The area contains a little 
mre than one half of the South Sierra Wilderness. 

The county line runrung . north and south between rny0 and ware chmties divides 
the area. praninent features are Olancha Peak, " a c h e  Mountain, Brawn 
Mountam, the Sierra Escarpnent, and broad, high--try m e a d o w s .  Isolated 
parcels of private land inholdirgs OCCUT a t  Bakeaven and Monache Meadows, and a t  
Sage Flat. 

Topq-ra&y rises sharply fmm the c)wens Valley to the Eastern Sierra Escarpnent 
where  it assuws rmre ncdmate slops and rolling texrajn westerly to large 
centrally located meadows. tbnac3-e Wnmtain is a cinder cone - &matic 
evidence of volcanic activity. E leva t ions  raqe fmn 4,240 f e t  in  (xuens Valley 
where 01- Creek leaves the Forest bclundary, to 12,123 feet a t  Olancha Peak. 

Vegetation in  the w e s t a m  p r t i c m  of the area is characterized by old-growth 
p " s a  and Jeffrey pine and rex3 fir on Kingfisher Ridge, lweple pine on 
the law flats, and m e  i n  the meadows. In the middle portion, ccslt&nhg part 
of the South Sierra Wilderness, vegetation is ty@cally upper mtane coniferaus 
forest between 8,ooO and 10,ooO feet elevation. Eastward fmm the Sierra 
Escarpnent isolated pockets of Jeffrey pine and white f i r  mcur in the H a i w e e  
Pass-Bald Mountain vicinity. These stands are not considered for cannercia1 
harvest due to their isolation. Pinyon pine on the upper slopes merges into 
semi-desert chaparral w i t h  greasewccd and sagebrush on the lower slopes. 

Industry has expressed considerable j n t d  in the geathennal potential of the 
western portian of the Managanent Area. 

Portions of three grazirag allotments for cattle utilize the upper meadows and 

Recreation opprhmities mist of hiking and backpa- in the wilderness 
portion and off-highway use and cycling activities in the "ache Keadzws area. 
No developed recreation facilities exist, but dispersed uses such as hunt-, 
fishing, and canping are ppular. In the Olancha creek vicinity, activities are 
linuted to huntjng and a snall a"t of fishing. 

The south Fork of the Kern River w h i c h  transects the Managemat Area has been 
designated as a Wild and Scenic River. 

The Mmache Meadows portion of the Management Area is key to the Monache deer 
herd as a spring-fall holding range. Lawer elevations frontjng Owens Valley 
p m d e  deer winter range. Several migration mutes occur within the Manag-t 
Area. Monache Meadow is also a critical, high-quality fawning area. 

the 1- Slopes frcolcing (huens Valley. 
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Manag” t Area D-cm 

EGF 

- Permit cattle entry on or abu t  June 25, but make every effort to avoid 
encmacbmt on I” favmirg areas through mitigating measures shown i n  
individual grazing allotment plans. 

- Allow M increases in grazing where this would significantly degrade fish or 
wildlife habitat. Amend AMPs to include mitigation measuces and take 
corrective action where grazing is significantly impacting wildlife habitat. 

Recreation 

- Refer to the m c h e  OHV F ” m m t a l  Assessment for n”g-t direction 
for O W  use in this area. This assesgnent also det- any increased 
road mileage in the area and takes precedence over any restrictions defined 
in Prescription #17. 

- -e dispersed recreation in -&e Meadows by lhi- developed 
facilities. 

- Restrict access to mche Meadows by off-higlmay vehicles. 

Wild and Scenic Rivers 

- Manage the South Fork of the Kexn Wild and Scenic River in accordance w i t h  
final legislation. prepare a river manag-t plan for the river that 
includes classifications and boundary descriptions. 

Wildlife 

- Maintain the integrity of major migration corridors, fawning habitats and 
staging areas for mule deer. 
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