
    
   

             
     

 
   

       
 
                                 

                                 
                                   
                                 
                                       
                                     
                                   
                             

                               
                               

                               
                                 

                                     
                                   

                                 
                                       
                                         
 

                                     
                                       
                                 
                                   

                                         
                                         

                                             
               

                                   
                                           
                                           
                                           
                                         
                                       
                        

   
                                                 

    
 
 

Success Story
 
For The
 

Cedar Springs, Deer Run, and Mustang Campground
 
Fuels Reduction Project
 

By
 
Chris Gamble
 

Forest Fuels Management Specialist
 

The Cedar Springs, Deer Run, and Mustang Campground Fuels Reduction Project was initiated due to the 
possibility of a high intensity fire that could threaten these campgrounds and Forest visitors. The Mustang Ridge 
Fire, adjacent to the project, burned in excess of 22,000 acres of pinyon/juniper woodland. It also destroyed one 
vault toilet at the Mustang Campground and devastated the entire Dripping Springs Campground four and a half 
miles to the east. In between these two points is the town of Dutch John, Utah. While no structures were 
damaged, several were threatened. Three quarters of a mile to the north of Dutch John, the old Forest Service 
Helibase was destroyed. Whereas the P/J woodlands in the project area are basically the same age and stand 
structure as those lost in the Mustang Ridge Fire, a need for action was identified. 

Due to aesthetic concerns in National Recreation Area, and cultural resource interests, the project was 
reduced from an original treatment area of approximately 546 acres. Specially selected units totaling 145 acres 
were identified by fire program managers to maximize fuels reduction efforts while respecting the visual quality 
and cultural resources constraints. Though, the design of this project will not reduce wildfire potential within the 
campgrounds, it will undoubtedly lessen the likelihood of a wind driven crown fire from entering one of the three 
campgrounds. Moreover, it will also provide better egress from the campgrounds in the case of a wildland fire. 

A silvacultural constraint directing the project was the concern over the Ips Beetle. The Ips brooding 
season starts in Mid‐April and lasts through August. Ips are drawn to damaged or freshly cut pinyon pine and with 
endemic levels of Ips adjacent to the project it was realized that only juniper could be cut and piled during Ips 
season. 

A thinning contract was awarded June 26, 2009 to GE Forestry of Central Point, Oregon, and work began 
on July 7th. The contract was designed for two part implementation. The first would be to cut and pile designated 
juniper stands in the brooding season timeframe; this would increase curing time. The second phase began in 
September where designated pinyon pine was cut and piled on top of existing juniper piles or as independent 
piles. The purpose of piling one species on top of the other was driven by the timeliness of burning the slash. 
Knowing the pinyon would not have as long a curing time as the juniper, and knowing that the slash piles needed 
to be burned by the first of April, 2010, it was decided that by placing greener pinyon on top of dried juniper would 
increase the consumption of the pinyon. It’s working. 

It should be noted that the silvacultural prescription, being driven by concern of visual quality, called for 
the marking of all trees designated for removal in Units 1‐4 and unit 6. This is contrary to most contracts that call 
for a thin by specification. Only unit 5 called for a thin by specification. By marking all the “take” trees the project 
costs increased significantly due to the need for a marking crew and paint. It should also be noted that due to the 
shear amount of biomass, space was limited for placing of slash piles. Burning of the slash piles has been a long 
and expensive process due to efforts to protect designated leave trees. The final phase of the project will be to 
seed all burned areas in hopes of mitigating the establishment of cheatgrass. 

Common  view,  Mustang  Campground        Slope above and to right of previous picture 




