
SOUTHERN INDIANA’S 10 MOST WANTED INVASIVES

INVASION OF FOREST EDGE COMMUNITIES AND BOTTOMLAND;
CONSPIRACY TO TAKE OVER FOREST UNDERSTORY

JAPANESE STILT GRASS

Aliases: Nepalese Browntop, Japanese grass, Mary’s grass, basketgrass

Description
Entered US: 1919 Flowers: Thin and spikelike

Place of Entry: Knoxville, TN Leaves: Alternate, lanceolate. Blades fl at and sparsely 
hairy, 

Height: Vertical or horizontal 
- up to 4 feet

Seeds: Sept-Dec. Husked grain. Each plant produces 
up to 1,000 seeds that remain viable for 5 
years +

Flowering Period: Aug. to October Color: Green to purple to brown
Habitat: Shade-tolerant. Bare 

disturbed ground
Nationality: Tropical Asia

Remarks: Ground cover with little wildlife food value. Forms a thick thatch. Tolerant of 
fl ooding.

Scars and Marks: Remains standing in winter. Midvein of leaves whitish and off center. 

CAUTION
Colonizes stream banks, forest trails, and roadsides. Seeds hitchhike on shoes or clothes.

Armed with seeds and extremely invasive. Please take action!

“REWARD”
We are offering a reward - the satisfaction of helping your environment - in exchange for help 

leading to the control of this Top Ten Most Wanted Invasive.


