United States Forest Mesa 5140 E. Ingram Street

Department of Service Ranger Mesa, AZ 85205

Agriculture District Phone: 480.610.3300
Fax: 480.610.3346

File Code: 1950-3-1
Date: August 25, 2005

Dear Interested Party,

The Mesa Ranger District of the Tonto National Forest is seeking comments on a management
proposal within the Goldfield Mountain, Usery Mountain, and Lower Salt River Recreation
Area. The project area is located norththeast of Mesa and encompasses approximately 54,580
acres of National Forest lands. ‘Exhibit A’ identifies township, range, and sections involved
within Maricopa County. Descriptions of the proposed actions are attached in map and document
formats. This cover letter briefly describes background information for this project and explains
how the public can best prepare comments to help us develop better environmental analyses and
project decisions.

Attached is a Purpose and Need and Proposed Action document for this project. This project
focuses on designating recreational trails in the Goldfield Mountain, Usery Mountain, and Lower
Salt River Recreation Area. This project will help provide maintained trail opportunities in the
project area to offer an alternative to wilderness-dependent recreation by designating a trail
system to complement existing non-wilderness trails.

Proposed activities would be authorized under an Environmental Assessment (EA) which will be
prepared to disclose the direct, indirect, and cumulative impacts of this proposal.

The Mesa Ranger District is providing a 45-day comment period for the public to submit
comments for these projects. The purpose of this comment period is to provide an opportunity
for local residents and the public to have early and meaningful participation on this management
proposal and to learn more about the project. After this public comment period is complete, the
district will start writing the Environmental Assessment (EA) for the project. This EA will
include analysis of the Proposed Action and another action alternative if needed. Alternatives
generated from comments during this scoping period may provide rationale for how a new action
alternative will better meet the intent of the project.

More information on comment period processes and contact information is located at the end of
this letter. These management proposals and associated maps are also available online at
http://www.fs.fed.us/r3/tonto/projects/. A large-scale detailed map will be on display at the
Mesa Ranger District office lobby during the comment period to assist with the identification of
individual trail segments and other points identified. A public open house meeting is
scheduled for Wednesday, September 21, 2005, 6-8 p.m. at the Mesa Ranger District office.
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To comment on this project proposal, written, facsimile, hand-delivered, oral, and electronic
formats will be accepted. Comments should be submitted by October 30th, 2005 to: Arthur
Wirtz, Mesa District Ranger, 5140 E. Ingram St., Mesa, AZ 85205; FAX (480) 610-3346; or by
e-mail to: comments-southwestern-tonto@fs.fed.us. Please tell us the project you are referring to
in the subject line. To provide oral comments, register as a volunteer, or ask questions about the
project, please contact the project leaders directly. Contact Scotty McBride or Jason Scow at
(480) 610--3300 or by email at semcbride@fs.fed.us or jscow(@fs.fed.us.

Only those persons who submit comment during this comment period will be placed on the
mailing list for future information regarding these projects. Individuals who do not submit
comments but wish to remain on this mailing list should contact the team leader.

We anticipate the Environmental Assessment for the Sonoran Desert Trail System Project to be
completed by January 25, 2006.

Thank you for your participation in this important forest management project. I look forward to
discussing this project with you at the open house. I hope you can join us.

Sincerely,

ARTHUR L. WIRTZ
District Ranger

Enclosures: Trails Project Scoping Notice
Exhibit A
Proposed Action
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