
Order No. 12-07-229 
 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
 FOREST SERVICE 

TONTO NATIONAL FOREST 
MESA RANGER DISTRICT 

 
CANYON LAKE PUBLIC SAFETY CLOSURE 

  
 

 
Pursuant to 16 USC 551 and 36 CFR 261.50 (a) and (b), the following acts and omissions 
are prohibited on the areas, roads, and trails described in this Order, and as depicted on 
the attached map hereby incorporated into this Order as Exhibit A, within the Mesa Ranger 
District, Tonto National Forest, Maricopa County, Arizona:  
 
PROHIBITIONS  
 
1. Possessing or operating a motorboat. 36 CFR 261.58[n] 
 
2.  Entering or being in a body of water.  36 CFR 261.58[k] 
 
3. Possessing or using a motor vehicle off any National Forest System Road. 36 CFR 261.56 
 
National Forest System Road means a road wholly or partly within or adjacent to and 
servicing a part of the National Forest System and which have been included in a forest 
transportation atlas.  The Tonto National Forest’s Travel routes Module (Atlas) is available 
for viewing at the Supervisor’s Office at 2324 E. McDowell Rd., Phoenix, AZ 85006. 
 
EXEMPTIONS  
 
Pursuant to 36 CFR 261.50 (e), the following persons are exempt from this Order: 
  
1. Persons with a permit specifically authorizing the otherwise prohibited act or omission.  
 
2. Any Federal, State, or local officer, or member of any organized rescue or fire fighting 
force in the performance of an official duty.  
 
3. Persons engaged in a business, trade, or occupation under permit for the area. 
  
AREA DESCRIBED  
 
All National Forest System lands, roads and trails within the boundaries as depicted in 
Exhibit A, and more particularly described as follows:  
 
All submerged or exposed lands of Canyon Lake from the high water line at approximately 
1657’ elevation between Mormon Flat Dam and Horse Mesa Dam; which includes all or 
portions of Township 2 North, Range 9 East, Sections 3, 4, 5, 8, 9, and 10; Township 3 
North, Range 9 East, Sections 25, 26, 32, 33, 34, and 35; Township 3 North, Range 10 
East, Sections 19, 20, 29, and 30.  Affected developed recreation sites are Laguna Boat 
Landing and Palo Verde Boat Landing, and The Point Boating Campground. 
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PURPOSE  

 
Salt River Project (SRP) proposes to draw down Canyon Lake 50 feet, to perform 
maintenance functions at Horse Mesa Dam.  This type of maintenance is usually required 
on the Tonto chain of Lakes every 15-20 years.  Implementing the closure order should 
insure that the public’s health and safety are not compromised during the draw down and 
maintenance. 
 
IMPLEMENTATION
 
1. Prohibitions contained in this Order become effective at 6:00 AM on Saturday, 
September 29, 2007, and will remain in effect until 6:00 AM on Saturday, January 26, 
2008, unless terminated sooner. 
 
2. The public affairs officers for the Tonto National Forest and for SRP will have joint 
responsibility for public notification.  Entrances to all affected recreation sites will be 
posted, closed and locked.  Forest Protection Officers of Mesa Ranger District and law 
enforcement personnel from both the Tonto National Forest and Maricopa County Sheriff’s 
office will provide monitoring and enforcement. 
 
3. These restrictions are in addition to the general prohibitions found at 36 CFR 261, 
Subpart A. 
 
4. Violation of these prohibitions is punishable by a fine of not more than $5,000 for 
individuals and $10,000 for organizations, imprisonment for not more than six (6) months, 
or both. [16 USC 551, 18 USC 3559, 3571 and 3581].  
 
 

Done this    1st  day of   October   , 2007, at Phoenix, Arizona. 

   
 
 

       /s/ Gene Blankenbaker   
GENE BLANKENBAKER 
Forest Supervisor  
Tonto National Forest 
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