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To: Appeal Deciding Officer

This is my recommendation on disposition of the appeal filed by Katherine Postelli on behalf of the
Ecology Center and Michael Wood on behalf of the Alliance for the Wild Rockies, protesting the
Kootenai National Forest Supervisor’s Decision Notice (DN) for the Vermilion River Suction Dredging
project.

The Forest Supervisor’s decision adopts Alternative 2, authorizing a Plan of Operations with agreed
upon mitigation measures to suction dredge in the Vermilion River. The authorization would be for
operations on a yearly basis from June 1 to August 15 through 2002.

My review was conducted pursuant to, and in accordance with 36 CFR 215.19 to ensure the analysis and
decision are in compliance with applicable laws, regulations, policy, and orders. The appeal record,
including the Appellants’ issues and recommended changes, has been thoroughly reviewed.

The Appellants allege violations of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the Inland Native
Fish Strategy (INFISH), the Endangered Species Act (ESA), and the Clean Water Act (CWA). The
Appellants request that the decision be rescinded and that if the District still desires to permit the project,
a new NEPA document addressing their concerns be prepared. The Appellants declined the opportunity
for informal resolution.

RECOMMENDATION

I find that the Environmental Assessment (EA) and DN do not adequately address cumulative effects. |
recommend that the Forest Supervisor’s decision be remanded.

/s/ Martin Prather

MARTIN PRATHER
Reviewing Officer
Acting Director, Information Systems
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