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This is my recommendation on disposition of the appeal filed by Jeff Juel, on behalf of 
WildWest Institute and Alliance for the Wild Rockies, protesting the Frenchtown Face 
Ecosystem Restoration Record of Decision (ROD) on the Ninemile Ranger District of the Lolo 
National Forest. 
 
The Forest Supervisor selected Alternative 5, Modified, which authorized the following activities 
within the Frenchtown Face project area: 
 

• Harvesting timber on approximately 3,621 acres, to be followed by prescribed burning on 
3,598 of those acres;   

• Prescribed burning of approximately 6,488 additional acres; 
• Constructing 3.5 miles of temporary road and reconstructing 54.9 miles of road (48.8 

miles to incorporate Best Management Practices (BMPs) and 6.1 miles to temporarily 
access timber); 

• Decommissioning 114.7 miles of road (75.9 miles already closed year-long) and 
removing and/or replacing 19 culverts; 

• Spraying noxious weeds on approximately 4,600 acres (1,750 acres aerial and 2,850 acres 
ground-based); 

• Constructing two new OHV trailheads and ½ mile of new trail to connect existing OHV 
routes between Mill and Edith Creeks; constructing ¼ mile of mountain bike trail to 
connect existing trails near Kreis Pond and Camp Menard; constructing 1½ miles of 
horse trail to connect the Stony and Butler Trailheads; constructing new parking areas at 
McCormick and Kennedy Ridge Trailheads; upgrading eight existing recreational 
facilities (Kreis Pond Campground, Grand Menard Picnic Area, CCC Camp, Ninemile 
Remount Depot, and Stoney Creek, Ch-paa-qn, Kennedy Ridge, and McCormick 
Trailheads); and establishing an OHV education program in local area schools; 

• Improving fish habitat by rehabilitating the placer mining site on ½ mile of Little 
McCormick Creek; and 

• Keeping open the Houle Creek and CCC gravel pits and developing the Sixmile rip-rap 
source. 

 
My review was conducted pursuant to, and in accordance with, 36 CFR 215.19 to ensure the 
analysis and decision is in compliance with applicable laws, regulations, policy, and orders.  The 
appeal record, including the appellants’ objections and recommended changes, has been 
thoroughly reviewed. 
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The appellants allege violations of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the National 
Forest Management Act (NFMA), the Endangered Species Act (ESA), the Clean Water Act and 
the Administrative Procedures Act (APA).  The appellants request the Frenchtown Face ROD be 
withdrawn.  An informal meeting was held but no resolution of the issues was reached. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
I have reviewed the record and have found that the analysis and decision do not adequately 
address soils.  I recommend the Forest Supervisor’s decision be reversed. 
 
 
 
/s/ Michael L. Balboni 
MICHAEL L. BALBONI 
Appeal Reviewing Officer 
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