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Salmon-Challis N.F. Releases Travel Management Record of Decision 
 

The Salmon-Challis National Forest will release the Record of Decision (ROD) for 

Travel Planning and Off-Highway Vehicle Route Designation on Thursday, September 

10, 2009. The alternative selected by Forest Supervisor Bill Wood designates 2,665 miles 

of roads and 866 miles of motorized trails for a total of 3,531 miles of motorized routes 

forest-wide.  This is an increase of 107 miles of motorized routes compared to the current 

designated system.  

 

The selected alternative also allows limited motor vehicle use for dispersed camping 

within 300 feet of either side of most designated system roads and trails open to full-sized 

vehicles and 100 feet of other designated motorized trails where resource conditions 

permit use without causing unacceptable levels of damage. In some areas, access to 

dispersed campsites is allowed via designated routes that terminate at the campsites.   

 

The Final Environmental Impact Statement and maps, are being released with the ROD, 

and contain a detailed analysis of the project. These documents can be obtained from 

Salmon-Challis National Forest offices in Challis, Salmon, Leadore, North Fork or 

Mackay and are also posted on the Forest website at: 

http://www.fs.fed.us/r4/sc/recreation/Travel%20Plan/index.shtml 

 

The Forest Service worked with the public for more than three years to develop a travel 

plan that accommodates motorized recreation while protecting natural and cultural 

resources within the 3.1-million acre project area. Public meetings and field trips were 

held in local communities in Custer, Lemhi, and Butte counties and other communities 

across southern Idaho. 

 



Supervisor Wood said he knew the preparation of the travel plan would be contentious 

due to competing and polarized public opinions and because of the significant change 

from the current Forest travel plans (Salmon NF 1988, and Challis NF 1994) and the 

requirements of the 2005 Travel Management Rule. 

 

“I greatly appreciate those who took time to share their issues and ideas during our public 

processes,” Wood said. “As expected, when we heard from the public not everyone 

agreed on what the system of motorized routes should look like, and some opinions 

conflicted with others. The competing desires represented in the public comments truly 

reflect a love of National Forest System lands and the particular activities people enjoy. I 

know some people will find closed roads they feel should be open and others will find 

open roads they feel should be closed. I do believe, however, that this decision is closer 

to being a balanced decision because of public participation during the process.” 

 

Individuals or organizations who submitted comments to the Forest Service during the 

comment period for the Draft Environmental Impact Statement may appeal the Travel 

Planning decision within 45 days of the publication date of the legal notice in The 

Recorder Herald (Salmon, Idaho).  The legal notice is expected to be published in this 

issue of The Recorder Herald, the newspaper of record. If no appeals are filed within the 

45-day time period the decision may be implemented. Publication of the Motor Vehicle 

Use Map, which will designate a system of roads, trails and areas for motor vehicle use, 

is expected by the end of 2009. 

 

Further information can be obtained by contacting Karen Gallogly, Team Leader, at 756-

5103, or by contacting any of the District Rangers in Salmon, Challis, North Fork, and 

Mackay. 
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