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The Malheur, Ochoco, Umatilla and Wallowa-Whitman Collaborative Restoration Stewardship contract was awarded the 
first part of September.  There were 29 base contracts awarded - eight to industry and 21 to service contractors 
(Loggers).  Task orders are being issued using both appropriated and stimulus funds.  The Malheur has seven contractors 
in their contractor pool that will be providing mechanical hazardous fuel reduction work for the Forest.  Task orders will 
include the use of "Designation by Prescription" and the removal of both biomass (non-commercial) and commercial 
size material.  Receipts from the sale of materials will go back to the Forest where that material was removed from and 
used to issue subsequent task orders. 
 
First task orders placed with Engle contracting (logger); Boise Building Solutions (buyer)  for work in the Silvies area. 
For more information, contact Curt Qual at (541)575-3438 or cqual@fs.fed.us 

Malheur National Forest Capital Improvement and Maintenance  
 

Recreation Facilities Accessibility Upgrades - $1,730,000 
Facilities Accessibility Upgrades - $4,567,000 
 In Contracting: Design Alternative Energy at 2 Guard Stations; Fuel Tank replacement; Historical Structural 

Evaluation; Design Bunkhouse at Blue Mountain Work Center; Design Addition to Emigrant Creek RS; Structural 
Analysis. 

 

Road Paving/Chip Seals & Regionwide Roads Deferred Maintenance - $5,539,000 
 In Contracting: Sign purchase; Road 17 Chip Seal; Roads 15 & 37 Chip Seal; Road 31 Asphalt Grinding. 
 

Malheur National Forest Wildland Fire Management  
 

Pellet Plant in Grant and/or Harney Counties- $5,000,000 
 

 Proposals have been received and are being evaluated by the Oregon Economic and Community Development 
Department who is handling the Request for Proposals. 

 

Blue Mountain Fuels and Timber Stewardship - $7,500,000 
 

 In Contracting:  Prairie City Ranger District Thin and Treat; Canyon 1 Thin/HP/Burn; Copper Thin/Grapple: Cabin 
Thin/Grapple; Hobo W2 Thin/HP/Burn: Black Snag Thin/HP/Burn; Eagle Roost Thin/HP/Burn; Sulfur/Ragged 
Thinning/HP 209 Acres; Sulfur/Ragged Thinning/HP 247 Acres; Sulfur/Ragged Thinning/HP 279 Acres. 

 

Collaborative Restoration Forest Health Support Contracts - $3,630,000 
(Allocation Received September 16, 2009) 
 

For more information, contact Curt Qual at 541-575-3438 or cqual@fs.fed.us 
 
 

STEWARDSHIP CONTRACTING 

ARRA PROJECTS 
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Flagtail Fire Recovery Area Blue Mountain Ranger District 
 13 acres of road decommissioned in the Upper Silvies River watershed to reduce compaction and erosion, and                  

increase soil water storage by improving water infiltration. 
 Included mostly short spurs of less than 0.3 miles. 
 These acres were part of the mitigation measures in the 2004 Flagtail Fire Recovery Project EIS and ROD. 
For more information, contact Mary Lou Welby at 541-575-3368 or mwelby@fs.fed.us. 
 

Clean Water Act Monitoring – Blue Mountain / Prairie City Ranger Districts 
 Collected stream temperature data at 40+ sites within the John Day and Malheur River systems. 
For more information, contact Mary Lou Welby at 541-575-3368 or mwelby@fs.fed.us. 
 

Juniper Removal Murderers Creek – Blue Mountain Ranger District 
 200 acres of juniper removed to improve late season stream flow and big game winter range.  
 Partners: Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife, Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation, and Blue Mountain Elk Initiative. 
 Implementation completed by the USFS Fire Crew and OYCC. 
For more informationor Robbie Piehl at 541-575-3393 or robbiepiehl@fs.fed.us. 
 

Native Hardwoods – Blue Mountain Ranger District 
 Native hardwood planted along streams to accelerate riparian recovery in the Thorn Fire Area. 
 Collected native seed, cutting, and propagation for current and future restoration needs. 
 Native plants include grasses, shrubs, and hardwoods. 
For more information, contact Linda Batten at 541-575-3433 or lbatten@fs.fed.us  
 
Camp Creek Sill Removal/Large Wood Placement - Blue Mountain Ranger District 
 Nearly 30 log sills removed in lower Camp Creek, tributary to the Middle Fork John Day River, to eliminate seasonal 

fish barriers, provide high quality fish habitat and to allow the stream to recover its natural pattern. 
 Logs were re-used to create in-stream structures to increase pool habitat. 
 Future projects include sill removal in the upper reaches of Camp Creek and its tributaries. 
 This is a high priority project listed in the Camp Creek Watershed Action Plan. 
For more information, contact Tom Friedrichsen at 541-575- 3010 or tfriedrichsen@fs.fed..us. 
 
Fish Passage Improvement/Culvert Replacement– Blue Mountain Ranger District 
 Five culverts (partial fish barriers) were replaced with a bridge and four open bottom arches on streams tributary to the 

Middle Fork John Day River improving habitat and passage for Chinook salmon, steelhead, bull trout and resident fish. 
 Three culvert replacements on Camp Creek tributaries were high priority projects in the Camp Creek Watershed Action 

Plan. 
For more information, contact Holly Bentz at 541-575-3012 or hbentz@fs.fed.us. 
 
 

 
 

HYDROLOGY  PROJECTS 

mailto:lbatten@fs.fed.us�
mailto:tfriedrichsen@fs.fed..us�
mailto:hbentz@fs.fed.us�


September 2009 

Malheur National Forest 

WUI - Wild land Urban Interface 
HFRA - Healthy Forest Restoration Act 
NEPA - National Environmental Policy Act 
HP - Hand Piling 

This document is intended to provide a brief update of what is occurring on the Malheur National Forest.   

More information can be found at www.fs.fed.us/r6/malheur.    

Note:  Volumes and expected offers shown  are preliminary estimates - final volumes may be lower or higher than initially projected. 

  Malheur National Forest 

I N  B R I E F  -  A N  I N F O R M A T I O N  U P D A T E  

Page 3  

Campground Improvements- Prairie City and Blue Mountain Ranger Districts 
Recreation site improvements to improve universal accessibility and address a backlog of deferred maintenance are 
nearly complete at Parish Cabin Campground and Trout Farm Campground.  Improvements included new toilets and 
new campsite features such as picnic tables and fire rings.  A chronic flooding problem on the road in Parish Cabin 
Campground was also corrected. 
For more information, contact Shannon Winegar,  at 541-820-3863 or swinegar@fs.fed.us 
 
Huddleston Snopark Groomer Shed- Prairie City Ranger District 
The building to house the snowmobile trail groomer was constructed, providing for improved security and maintenance. 
This project was completed with a grant from the Oregon State Parks and partnership with the Grant County Snoballers. 
For more information, contact Shannon Winegar,  at 541-820-3863 or swinegar@fs.fed.us 
 
REMINDER! Weed-Free Feed Required Forestwide 
 
This was the first year that all stock feed brought on to the Forest is required to be certified Weed-Free.  
Stock owners are asked to feed only weed-free feed for a few days before entering the Forest to avoid spreading seeds in 
animal manure. 
 

 Wild Horse Territory/ Herd Management Plan was completed in 2007; 
 Population objective was established at 100 horses, with a range from 50 to 140; 
 Aerial survey in January 2009 counted 115 horses; population was estimated to be 230 horses; 
 77 horses were captured in July and August; 
 A contract was awarded for two horse trapping efforts; trapping projects are scheduled this fall and next spring. 

 For more information, contact Jeff Shinn at 541-575-3037 or jshinn@fs.fed.us 
 
 

RECREATION  

WILD HORSE GATHER 
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County Road 18 Fuels Break Project (HFRA) - Blue Mountain Ranger District  
 Reduction of hazardous fuels adjacent to approximately 21 miles of County Road 18. 
 Decision signed:  September, 2009. 
 May include commercial/noncommercial thinning, natural and project generated fuel treatment, and prescribed  

burning on up to 4,000 acres. 
 Expected offer - Spring, 2010. 
 Estimated volume - 2 mmbf. 
For more information, contact Lori Stokes at 541-575-3331 or lstokes@fs.fed.us. 
 

Knox Hazardous Fuels Reduction Project - Prairie City Ranger District  
 Reduction of hazardous fuels in the Tamarack Creek Subwatershed. 
 Decision signed:  April, 2009. 
 Includes commercial/noncommercial thinning, natural and project generated fuel treatment, biomass removal, and 

prescribed burning on over 6,500 acres. 
 Expected offer - October/November,  2009. 
 Estimated volume - 5634 ccf. 
For more information, contact Ryan Falk at 541-820-3800 or rfalk @fs.fed.us. 
 
Galena - Blue Mountain Ranger District 
 Reduction of hazardous fuels and improving forest health on forest lands west of Austin Junction in the Vinegar 

Creek and Little Boulder/Deerhorn Creek subwatersheds.  
 Includes commercial/noncommercial thinning, mechanical fuel treatment and underburning, road closures and 

decommissioning.  
 Decision expected:  Summer, 2010. 
 Estimated volume - approximately 20-30 mmbf plus potential for biomass utilization. 
For more information, contact Eric Wunz at 541-575-0340 or ewunz@fs.fed.us. 
 
Green Ant - Emigrant Creek Ranger District  
 Formerly the Ant Project, revised due to 2007 Egley Fire Complex. 
 Environmental Assessment (EA) released for public comment June 10, 2009. 
 Decision expected:  October, 2009. 
 Includes commercial/noncommercial thinning and aspen restoration. 
 Expected offer - Winter, 2009. 
 Estimated volume - 3-4 mmbf. 
For more information, contact Lori Bailey at 541-573-4366 or labailey@fs.fed.us. 
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Damon Fuels Reduction Project (HFRA) - Blue Mountain Ranger District ( 
 Reduction of hazardous fuels and improving forest health in Van Aspen and Shirttail subwatersheds. 
 Proposed action is under development as part of collaboration with Blue Mountain Forest Partners. 
 Includes commercial/noncommercial thinning, underburning, designating old growth stands, aspen thinning and 

protection. 
 Decision expected:   Fall, 2009. 
 This is the second project to be collaborated on with the Blue Mountain Forest Partners. 
For more information, contact Ryan Falk at (541)820-3800 or rfalk@fs.fed.us. 
 

Jane Hazardous Fuels Reduction (HFRA) - Emigrant Creek Ranger District 
 Scoping completed August, 2009. 
 Currently developing alternatives. 
 Environmental Assessment (EA) planned to be released for 30-day objection period in February 2010. 
 Decision expected:  April 2010. 
 Includes commercial and noncommercial thinning and biomass removal. 
 Expected offer - June 2010. 
 Estimated volume:  25-35 mmbf under multiple offerings. 
 First collaborative project with Harney County Restoration Collaborative. 
For more information, contact Lori Bailey at (541)473-4366 or labailey@fs.fed.us. 
 

Dairy - Emigrant Creek Ranger District  
 Scoping completed in September 2003. 
 Environmental Assessment (EA) planned to be released for public comment April, 2010. 
 Decision expected:  June/July 2010. 
 Includes commercial and precommercial thinning and biomass removal. 
 Expected offer - September, 2010. 
 Estimated volume:  1-2 mmbf. 
 This project was collaborated on with the Harney County Restoration Collaborative. 
For more information, contact Lori Bailey at (541)573-4366 or labailey@fs.fed.us. 
 

Starr (HFRA) - Blue Mountain Ranger District  
 Reduction of hazardous fuels and improving forest health on forest lands on the north and west sides of Bear Valley 

in the Starr Creek subwatershed.  
 Includes commercial/noncommercial thinning, mechanical fuel treatment and underburning, road closures and 

decommissioning.  
 Decision expected:  Spring, 2010. 
 Estimated volume - approximately 5-10 mmbf plus potential for biomass utilization. 
For more information, contact Eric Wunz at 541-575-0340 or ewunz@fs.fed.us. 
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