
S-290, INTERMEDIATE WILDLAND FIRE BEHAVIOR 
1994 32 hrs 
 
 
Course Description 
 
This is a classroom-based skills course designed to prepare the prospective supervisor to 
undertake safe and effective fire management operations.  It is the second course in a series that 
collectively serves to develop fire behavior prediction knowledge and skills.  This course may be 
presented throughout the United States.  Fire environment differences are discussed as necessary, 
and instructor should stress local conditions. 
 
Objectives 
 
• Identify and describe the environmental, topographic, and fuel factors which influence the 

behavior of wildland fire. 
 
• Identify and describe the causes of extreme fire behavior, such as spotting, crowning, fire 

whirls, plume dominated and wind-driven fires. 
 
• Assess fireline data and fire behavior estimations, and identify areas were fire suppression 

limitations exist. 
 
 
Target Group 
 
Firefighter (FFT2), supervisory dispatchers (EDSP), and fire effects monitors (FEMO). 
 
 
Minimum Instructor Qualifications
 
Lead instructor must be a qualified task force leader (TFLD), or strike team leader (STL), or 
prescribed fire burn boss type 2 (RXB2). 
 
Unit instructors must be qualified as any single resource boss. 
 
Also see NWCG Instructor Qualifications at the beginning of this Guide. 
 
 
Course Prerequisites 
Introduction to Wildland Fire Behavior (S-190) 
 
 
Course Level 
Local 
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S-290, INTERMEDIATE WILDLAND FIRE BEHAVIOR, CD-ROM 
1997 Self Paced 
 
 
Course Description 
 
This is a CD-ROM based instructional format of the S-290 course and provides an independent 
instruction alternative. 
 
 
Objectives 
 
• Identify and describe the environmental, topographical, and fuel factors which influence 

the behavior of wildland fire. 
 
• Identify and describe the causes of extreme fire behavior, such as spotting, crowning, fire 

whirls, plume dominated and wind-driven fires. 
 
• Assess fireline data and fire behavior estimations, and identify areas where fire suppression 

limitations exist. 
 
 
Target Group 
 
Firefighter type 2 (FFT2), supervisory dispatcher (EDSP), and fire effects monitor (FEMO). 
 
 
Minimum Instructor Qualifications
 
A course administrator qualified as a Task Force Leader, Strike Team Leader, or Burn Boss 2 
must be available in person, by phone, or by email to assist the student during the completion of 
this course. 
 
 
Course Prerequisites 
 
Successful completion of Introduction to Wildland Fire Behavior, S-190. 
 
 
Course Level 
 
Local 
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