
NEWS ADVISORY 
USDA FOREST SERVICE ● Press Office ● 201 14th Street, SW 
Washington, D.C., 20024 ● Voice (202) 205-1134 ● Web: http://www.fs.fed.us 

 
Release No. FS-0519a 
 

Contacts: Keven Kennedy, (202) 205-0826 
 

USDA FOREST SERVICE TO KICK OFF ITS CENTENNIAL WITH HISTORIC CONGRESS 
Four-day meeting will include reflections from former agency leaders, the unveiling of a new 

dress uniform and a special appearance by Lassie 
  

WASHINGTON, Dec. 28, 2004 – USDA Forest Service will convene Congressional 
leaders, leading academicians, state and local government representatives, key governors, 
industry and conservation organizations, representatives from agency partners and a host 
of others at a Centennial Congress to commemorate 100 years of Forest Service 
conservation. The Congress will assess the agency’s current challenges and opportunities, 
and initiate a dialogue for the 21st Century to meet the needs of present and future 
generations. 
 
WHAT: A gathering of more than 500 people to honor the creation of the Forest 

Service and to provide a contemporary focus for the future in the 
management of the 155 national forests and 21 grasslands. Several media 
availability sessions will be held throughout the event.   

 
WHO:  Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman  

U.S. Senator Larry Craig   
U.S. Representatives Greg Walden, Norm Dicks and Mark Udall  
Agriculture Under Secretary for Nat’l Resources & the Environment Mark Rey 
Forest Service Chief Dale Bosworth 
Former USDA Administration officials M. Rupert Cutler, John B. Crowell Jr.,  
 Jim Lyons, and George Dunlap 

  Former Forest Service Chiefs Max Peterson, Dale Robertson, Jack Ward 
 Thomas, and Mike Dombeck 

 
WHEN:  Congress runs from 6:30 p.m., Mon., Jan. 3 through 2:30 p.m., Thurs., Jan. 6  
  Highlights include:  
  ● Agriculture Secretary Veneman’s keynote address 

(Tues., Jan. 4, 8:40 a.m.): Secretary Veneman will make opening remarks on 
behalf of the Administration; a media briefing will immediately follow. 
● Living Forest Service chiefs’ debate and dialogue  
(Tues., Jan. 4, 9:30 a.m.): Four former Forest Service chiefs will discuss the 
significant events that shaped each of their tenures and reflect on the lessons 
they learned; media availability will immediately follow.  
● Congressional leaders’ policy discussion  
(Wed., Jan. 5, 8 a.m.): Current Members of Congress, all actively involved in 
shaping national forest policy, will share their views on the legislative 
measures that had the greatest effect on stewardship of the nation’s forests 
over the past 100 years as well as their thoughts on what the next 100 years 



will bring; moderated by Under Secretary Rey. Media availability will 
immediately follow.  
● Former Administration officials’ reflections and predictions 
(Thurs., Jan. 6, 8 a.m.): Four former USDA Assistant and Under Secretaries 
will reflect on lessons learned during their time in office and offer their 
predictions – and their counsel – to guide the future course of the Forest 
Service. Media availability will immediately follow. 
● Chief Bosworth’s closing remarks 
(Thurs., Jan. 6, noon): Chief Bosworth will review and summarize discussions 
as well as any conclusions from the Congress’ breakout sessions and highlight 
its key accomplishments. Media availability will immediately follow. 

 
WHERE:  Grand Hyatt 
  1000 H St., NW 
  Washington, DC  

All main events will be held in the Constitution and Independence Ballroom. 
All media briefings will be held in Cabin John Room, next to the Independence 
Ballroom. The phone number in the media briefing room is (888) 421-1442. 

 
HOW: Reporters in and around the Washington area are invited to attend the 

Congress. Metro Center subway station is accessible from hotel lobby.   
 
DETAILS:  The Forest Service will commemorate its 100th anniversary on July 1, 2005. 

The creation of the Forest Service initiated a century of change in managing 
public forests and grasslands, with introduction of a new conservation ethic 
and professional workforce to carry it forth. For a detailed agenda of the 
Congress, visit http://www.natlforests.org/centennial/. Media credentials are 
required. 
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