MALHEUR NATIONAL FOREST
P.O. Box 909
John Day, OR 97845
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Malheur National Forest NEWS RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Pattie Hammett, Public Affairs Specialist
May 29, 2004 Phone: (541)575-3144

VANDALS STRIKE LOGGING EQUIPMENT ON MONUMENT
FIRE SALVAGE SALES

JOHN DAY, OR: Vandals recently damaged at |east two pieces of logging equipment, owned
by J& D Logging of Prairie City that were being used in timber salvages operations on the
Malheur National Forest Monument | and Monument |1 sales, announced Roger Williams, Forest
Supervisor. Damages could be as high as $100,000. It appears that two other pieces of
equipment were tampered with though it is not known at thistime if they are damaged.

“Thiswas amalicious, intentional act done apparently to prevent further logging
operations,” said Williams. “However, we do not anticipate that thiswill cause any delay in the
salvage logging operations on the Monument sales.”

Thistype of crimeis considered afelony and is punishable by law. Baker County
Sheriff’s Department is working closely with Forest Service law enforcement and other federal
agenciesin theinvestigation of thiscrime. If anyone has any information that might lead to the
individuals who committed this crime, please call the Baker County Sheriff’s office at (541)523-
6415 or the Malheur National Forest law enforcement office at (541)575-3399.
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“The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color,
national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation or marital or family status. (Not all bases apply to all
programs) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audio
tape, etc.) should contact the USDA’'s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write
USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 326-W, Whitten Building, 14" and Independence Ave. S.W., Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call
(202) 720-5964 (voice and TDD). USDA Forest Service is an equal opportunity provider and employer.”



