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Abstract   
 
The ANT project area lies within two sub-watersheds.  Within these sub-watersheds are portions 
of five grazing allotments on the Emigrant Creek Ranger District.  They are: Blue Creek, 
Donnelly, Izee, Snow Mountain and Emigrant Cr.  Four are cattle allotments and one is a sheep 
allotment.  On the south portion of the project area, there is a portion of the project area that is 
not within an allotment. 
 
There are four Grazing Permits associated with the allotments.  Four permittees run on these 5 
allotments.  They are permitted to graze an average of 9428 animal months (HMs) on the 5 
allotments (107,487 acres) Table 1.  The project area is approximately 19,097 acres and is 
comprised of several vegetation types as is typical of the Emigrant Creek Ranger District.   
(AM: amount of forage eaten per cow/one month.)  
 

Meadows contain a greater percent of perennial vegetation species and the soils are not as 
compacted.  Shrubs, sedges and rushes in riparian areas are currently increasing in density and 
percent composition.  According to Area Ecologist, Charlie Johnson, there has been a marked 
improvement on most rangelands on the Malheur National Forest since the 1970s.  However, not 
all have recovered.  Health of allotments also relates to the incursions by administrative projects 
to manage trees.  The removal of larger trees coupled with removal of fire from the ecosystem 
has led to the promotion of later seral tree species when fire seral tree species were favored in the 
removal.  

The composition of the non-tree vegetation on the project area is the result of interactions among 
several factors.  Among these are: tree canopy cover, big game historical and current use, 
livestock historical and current use, forest management activity, public use, and the presence or 
absence of fire in the system.  Tree species are encroaching into areas that did not have trees 
under a fire regime.  Juniper and conifer tree species have increased in density in what had been 
meadows and open tree areas.  Most riparian areas were noted as in an upward trend and stable.¹  

Table 1.  
Allotment Acres 

Allotment Total Acres  Acres within PAB2  % allotment in PAB 5

Blue Creek Allotment 16791 Approx.   14119 84 252  Cattle c/c 
Donnelley Allotment 56090 Approx.      272 .05 1800  Sheep e/l 
Izee Allotment 208584   Approx.    2653 13 345  Cattle c/c 
Snow Mountain 12184 Approx.    1474 12 153  Cattle c/c 
Emigrant Creek 1609 Approx      477 30 12  Cattle c/c
TOTAL 107532                 18,995³   
Appendix C shows acreage of allotments and pastures in project area boundary. 
 
¹ Land EKG Inc. - Level One Report-12/7/2004 
2 PAB - Project Area Boundary  
3 Not all PAB is within allotments 
4 Land exchange reflected in these figures 
5 c/c = Cow/calf pair, e/l = ewe/lamb pair 
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INTRODUCTION   
 
Approximately 67% of Harney County is in Government ownership.  This includes: 
National Forest, BLM, Tribal, State, County and City (Communication with County 
Assessor Office May 2003).  Several permittees depend on National Forest land for 
summer forage.  Options for other summer forage are very limited.  Although livestock 
grazing on National Forest System lands has decreased since the early 1900s, the ranching 
industry remains an important part of the Harney County economy 

The Malheur National Forest Land and Resource Management Plan (USDA Forest Service 
1990) allows for grazing.  Stated goals (FLMP IV-2) include; 

 
• Provide a sustained production of palatable forage for grazing by domestic livestock and 

dependent wildlife species (FLMP, 1990). 
• Manage rangelands to meet the needs of other resources and uses at a level which is 

responsive to site-specific objectives. 
• Permit livestock use on suitable range when the permittee manages livestock using 

prescribed practices.   
 

Affected Environment   
 
The composition of the non-tree vegetation on the project area is a result of interactions 
among several factors.  Among these are: tree canopy cover, big game use, livestock 
historical use, forest management activity, and the presence or absence of fire in the system.  
Conifers are encroaching into meadows and riparian areas, and are also increasing in 
grassland areas.  Tree domination is all part of the process of life.  (Trees are the dominant 
vegetation unless something disturbs the movement).  Total forage production is not a 
limiting factor on these allotments at this time.   

 
There have been numerous timber management projects in the ANT project area from 1980 
to the present.  They include, salvage of dead and dying large trees, harvest of commercial 
sized trees, and commercial and pre-commercial thinning with the associated road 
construction, re-construction and tractor brush piling.   

 
Allotments 

 
Izee Allotment: 

 
The Izee Allotment has four pastures (20,858 acres).  The review area covers portions of 
three pastures: Flat Creek (684 acres), Whiskey Flat (811 acres) and Utley/Rail (1,125 acres), 
Corral Creek (29 acres).  There is approximately 2,650 acres of the Izee Allotment within the 
review area.  The grazing system is a rotation.  There is approximately 1415 HMs permitted 
on the Izee allotment. 

 
 
 
Blue Creek Allotment: 
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The Blue Creek allotment has four pastures (16791 acres).  The review area covers portions of all 
four pastures:  Blue Creek - 3,474 acres, Emigrant Creek – 756 acres, Gunther - 2,472 acres, 
Spring Valley - 7,385 acres.  There are 1,033 HMs permitted on the Blue Creek allotment.  The 
grazing system is a rotation.  There is a herd of about 150 head of elk in the Spring Valley area.  
Sagebrush is encroaching into the Spring Valley dry meadow.  Emigrant Creek is the only stream 
that flows year round.  Blue Creek, Gunther, Spring Valley, and Dry Well all become intermittent 
and don’t flow into Emigrant Creek by July. 
 
Donnelly Allotment: 

 
The Donnelly allotment has four pastures(56090 acres).  A very small portion of the Donnelly 
pasture of the Donnelly Allotment is within the review area (276 acres).  Sheep are run on this 
allotment at approximately 6420 (Sheep HMs) [2140 AUMs (conversion factor of 3 ewe/lambs)].  
The sheep do not use the area within the ANT planning area.  

 
Emigrant Allotment: 

 
The Emigrant Creek allotment has two pastures (1609 acres) with 12 animals permitted on the 
National Forest portion.  This allotment has BLM, Forest Service and Private land within its 
boundary.  The National Forest terrain is mostly the hill slopes with basalt rims and slopes with 
juniper, grass and shrubs.  The flat area of Emigrant Creek is mixed ownership.   

 
Snow Mountain Allotment: 
 
The Snow Mountain has two pastures (12,184 acres) with 546 HMs permitted.  There is a total of 
1,474 acres of the Snow Mountain allotment (Bar A pasture) within the review area.   

 
Range Improvements 
 
Range improvements in the project area include allotment boundary fences, interior division (pasture) 
fences, private land boundary fences, reservoirs, and developed springs. 
 
There are approximately 36 miles of fence and 60 water developments within the project area.  Many of 
the allotment fences were constructed in the 1950s when the Burns allotment, (Emigrant Association) was 
subdivided into different allotments. 
 
There were few division fences planned at that time.  Most of the interior fences are newer than the 
boundary fences.  The recreating public use spring enclosures and vegetation protection fences as 
horse confinement areas.  Some improvements need to be reconstructed or partially reconstructed 
to maintain their function.  Troughs have been shot and have holes.  Some springs need to have 
their fences re-constructed. 

 
Potential projects to improve current vegetation within the review area: 

 
Reducing the amount of sagebrush in dry meadow portion of Spring Valley Meadow would benefit 
elk and livestock. 
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Fence the National Forest Boundary on line (south boundary).  Give Malheur Forest 
portion to their permittee (no increase in HMs just land area) and give Ochoco portion to 
their permittee (no increase in HMs just land area).  Require two year notice.  
 
Reduce the elk population. 
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Appendix C 

Allotment Acreages in Review Area 
 

Allotment Pasture Acres in Acres in % Allotment 
    pasture Review Area.  In review area
Blue Creek Gunther 3709 2516 

 Blue Creek 3707 3473  
 Spring Valley 7775 7386  
 Emigrant Cr. 1600 742  
  16791 14116 84% 
     

Izee Flat Creek 13486 684  
 Ultely Rail 5511 1846  
 Corral Creek 4723 29  
 Whiskey Flat 94 93  
  20,858 2652 13% 
     

Snow Mountain Bar A 9557 1474  
 Tamarack  2627 0  
  12184 1474 12% 
     

Donnelly Winslow 7871 0  
 Pine Spring 4790 0  
 Sundown 8102 0  
 Donnelly 35326 272  
  56090 272 .04% 
     

Emigrant Cr South 1027 121  
 North 582 356  
  1609 477 30% 

 


