Decision Memo

Road Use Permit for WDFW Sherman Creek 5 Year Habitat Improvement Project
USDA Forest Service

Three Rivers Ranger District, Colville National Forest
Ferry County, Washington
T36N R36E Sections 12, 13

T36N R37E Sections 7, 18, 19, 20, 29, & 30
Background


The WDFW (Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife) is asking for a road use permit to use Forest Service roads in the Trout Lake area to implement a fuels reduction/habitat improvement project over the next 5 years.  The WDFW would access portions of the project area over Forest Service roads, and permitted activities would include log hauling during winter or summer seasons.
Decision

I have decided to proceed with issuing WDFW a road use permit to implement their completed NEPA project SHERMAN CREEK WILDLIFE AREA 5 YEAR HABITAT IMPROVEMENT PROJECT.  This road use permit would be valid until approximately August 1, 2013. The only aspect of the project on National Forest system lands would be use of Forest Service roads to access the project area on WDFW land.  The following roads are requested for use:

  Road 2000020 (2.75 miles). This is an existing road through the State Game R.  The Forest Service has an easement on this road across State of Washington land.

 Road 2000046 (2.3 miles).  This is an existing Forest Service road through National Forest system land.  It would be used to access the northern portion of Section 18.
 Road 2000048 (.2 miles).  This is an existing road through National Forest system land.  Forest Service jurisdiction ends at the National Forest boundary between Sections 13 and 18. 
The WDFW project includes commercial thinning not to exceed 4000 acres and prescribed burning not to exceed 30% of the project area.  Not more than 1000 acres would be treated each year.  This project included extensive analysis and the completed document can be obtained at the following website, http://wdfw.wa.gov/hab/sepa/sepa/htm, item # 08011 called “Sherman Creek 5-Year Habitat”.  The Environmental Assessment associated with this project (prepared by the US Fish and Wildlife Service) is incorporated by reference.
Mitigation measures would include the following:

     Recreation:  During the recreation use period hauling activities would be prohibited on weekends and Federal holidays including 3:00 pm Friday (or the day before the holiday) through 8:00 pm Sunday (or the day of the Federal holiday).  During this same period dust abatement would be required when road conditions become a safety issue because of the generation of dust.  Signing would also be required during this period to provide adequate warning to other users of the log haul.  

     Wildlife:  Consistent with the Sherman Creek Wildlife Area 5-Year Habitat Improvement Project EA pages 18 & 19 (USFW Service, 2008) winter season timber hauling will be commensurate with the logging restrictions that require that no more than 1,000 acres be treated annually.

This action is categorically excluded from documentation in an environmental impact statement or an environmental assessment because it meets the requirements listed under FSH 1909.15, 31.2, Category 3, approval, modification or continuation of minor special uses of National Forest system lands that require less than five contiguous acres of land.
The categorical exclusion is appropriate in this situation because there are no extraordinary circumstances potentially having effects which may significantly affect the environment.  During the public scoping period done by WDFW there were no comments received relating to use of National Forest System roads, and the final product of this environmental analysis was a determination of non significance.
Findings Required by Other Laws

National Forest Management Act of October 22, 1976 (NFMA):  Provisions of NFMA applicable to all projects require the following:  (a) resource plans and permits, contracts, and other instruments shall be consistent with the land management plan: (b) insure consideration of the economic and environmental aspects of management, to provide for outdoor recreation, range, timber, watershed, wildlife, and fish; and (c) provide for diversity of plant and animal communities.  All of these considerations and requirements were considered and project actions are consistent with these provisions of NFMA.
This decision is consistent with the Colville National Forest Land and Resource Management Plan of 1988 as required by the National Forest Management Act.  Forest Roads 2000046 and 2000048 are in Management Prescription 5, which has an emphasis of Scenic/Timber, with the management goal: Provide a natural appearing foreground, middle, and background along major scenic travel routes while providing wood products.  Applicable Management Direction (Forest Plan page 4-95) is as follows:

     Special Uses:  Issue special uses for compatible uses.

There is no applicable management direction contained in the Colville National Forest Land and Resource Management Plan for the affected portion of Forest Road 2000020 because it is entirely on State of Washington Land.

Implementation Date

This project will be implemented on or after October 31, 2008.
Administrative Review or Appeal Opportunities

This decision is not subject to administrative appeal (36 CFR 215.12(f)). 

Contact Person

For additional information concerning this decision or the Forest Service appeal process, contact Dean Millet, Acting Three Rivers District Ranger, 255 West 11th, Kettle Falls, WA   99141, 509-738-7700.
  /s/ Dean Millett                           October 17, 2008
  DEAN MILLETT
   Date

  Acting District Ranger
  Three Rivers Ranger District






































The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call toll free (866) 632-9992 (voice).  TDD users can contact USDA through local relay or the Federal relay at (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-8642 (relay voice).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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