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Dewatering to Start Soon at Growden Dam and Removal Slated for Late Summer
Colville, WA…As part of the Growden Dam Removal Project, Growden Dam will be dewatered and removed in partnership with men and women of the United States Air Force Reserve through the Innovative Readiness Training Program (IRT).  Starting soon, the public may see the wetland behind the dam dry up.  The stream will be diverted into a bypass channel.  The gate valve will be opened on the dam to drain the wetland.  Once the water levels are low enough to begin the actual removal work, Air Force Reservists will remove the dam, sediment behind the dam, and restore the area to a more natural stream course.
Growden Dam was built in 1937 by the Civilian Conservation Corps as a recreational pond.  In the 1940s and early 1950’s, the State Highway 20 was constructed along Sherman Creek and by 1957, the pond filled with sediment.  This turned the pond into a wetland and the resulting sediment buried the cleanout structure.  The dam has never been used for irrigation, flood control, or hydropower.  The dam does not meet current Washington Department of Ecology Dam Safety Section Standards.
If the dam was to ever fail, as it almost did during the flood of 1998, several vacation cabins could be inundated.  This failure and the resulting surge of water and rapid release of sediment could cause extensive damage to the channel and highway.  Approximately 8 miles of stream could be affected as well as 3 bridges that would likely washout or be severely damaged. There is also a Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife hatchery at the mouth of Sherman Creek, and a dam breach could cause significant damage to the hatchery.  In addition to the public safety concerns, removal of the dam will improve fish habitat by reducing water temperatures, improving fish passage, and allow the natural flow of streambed material to be carried down the stream to help provide the necessary environment critical for spawning fish.
-MORE-
“While the removal of the dam is necessary to reduce the threat to public safety and to help benefit the ecosystem of Sherman Creek, we will preserve and honor the work of the young men of the CCC and the history of the dam.” Said, Fred Way, District Ranger of the Three Rivers Ranger District.  “In order to do this, the Colville National Forest will attempt to preserve and display the gate valve and a portion of the concrete inlet structure on-site, which will expand on the existing interpretive displays that tells the story of the CCC and the camp called Little America that existed near the dam,” added Way.

An Air Force Reserve Civil Engineering crew made up of approximately 25 reserve volunteer personnel will begin removing the dam in late June as part of a training exercise to help them become more proficient at surveying and heavy equipment operation.
“We are proud to work with the men and women of the Air Force Reserve to help them accomplish their training goals while helping us restore this beautiful stream to an even healthier fishery.”  said Karen Honeycutt, Growden Dam Removal Project Manager.
The Air Force Reserve will be renting approximately 20 pieces of equipment and purchasing fuel and other supplies locally.  In addition the Air Force crews will be lodging in Colville.  Over the course of the project, the estimated injection of revenue for local businesses is expected to be reach approximately $600,000.00 
The area around the dam and Lane Creek Road will be closed to public access during the removal process.  This will include a temporary closure of the interpretive site and restroom near the dam area.  Dump trucks will be operating along a ½ mile stretch of state highway 20 during the removal process while trucks haul the sediment behind the dam to the Lane Creek Pit for a revegetation effort there. Signs will warn motorists when trucks will be operating along the highway.  In addition, sediment control measures will be in place until the vegetation stabilizes the new valley bottom and streambanks.    
For more information on the Growden Dam Removal Project, please contact Karen Honeycutt, project manager at 509-738-7738.
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