DECISION MEMO

Brown’s Lake restoration Project
USDA Forest Service

Colville National Forest

Pend Oreille County, Washington

DECISION

I have decided to proceed with restoration of the Browns Lake dispersed campsite located at the east end of Browns Lake next to the Browns Lake Trail #320 to the north of National Forest System (NFS) road 5030/000 on the Newport Ranger District of the Colville National Forest. This decision includes the issuance of a closure order for the site which will close the area to campfires within 100 yards of the stream reach beginning at the confluence with Brown’s Lake and upstream to the bridge where NFS road 5030/000 and trail #320 crosses the stream to prevent overnight occupation of the site providing protection for the purpose of effective restoration for the site.
The restoration is expected to return the stream to a stable, healthy condition and improve spawning conditions for the West Slope Cutthroat trout in the disturbed reach, reduce soil compaction in the surrounding riparian area, and restore native understory and ground vegetation. The process may include placement of large woody debris (LWD) within the stream channel, placement of LWD and rocks in the riparian area, recontouring of unauthorized trails, “ripping” of compacted soils, planting and/or transplanting tree and shrub species native to the area, removal of fire rings, restrict parking on NFS road 5030/ 000 at turnout, and installation of post-and-pole fence between trail and the damaged site. Restoration of this site is also expected to reduce conflicts experienced by campers at the developed campground due to increasing levels of noise and illegal activity at the site.
The legal description of the proposed project is the NW1/4 of the NE1/4 Section 24, T. 34 N., R. 44 E., W.M (refer to Exhibit A).  All proposed actions would occur within the existing permit area.
The following measures will be followed as a part of the restoration process:
Protection of Threatened, Endangered, or Sensitive Species

This area has been reviewed for threatened and endangered species by fish, wildlife, and plant biologists. Habitat does exist for certain listed species (Biological evaluations, project file), however biologists have deemed no effect to the listed species is expected.
If protection measures prove inadequate, if other such areas are discovered, or if new species are listed as federally threatened, endangered, or sensitive by the Regional Forester, the Forest Botanist, Wildlife Biologist, and/or Fish Biologist will be contacted to determine if additional protection measures are necessary.

Prevention of Infestation by Noxious Weeds

Areas of soil disturbed during maintenance activities shall be promptly revegetated using the guidelines and seed mixes prescribed in the Colville National Forest Seeding and Planting Guide (USDA Forest Service 2000) appropriate for the site-specific environment.  

Any seed mix used for erosion control for construction or maintenance shall use seed that is certified as “Prohibited and Restricted Noxious Weed Free for the State of Washington”.

Equipment or tools used in maintenance shall be cleaned of soil and potential noxious weed seeds prior being brought onto National Forest System lands.  Any heavy equipment must be inspected by a Forest Service representative prior to move-in.  This measure is intended to reduce the risk of introduction of noxious weed species into the area that are not already present.

Areas that have had ground disturbing activities occur within them are to be inspected for noxious weeds annually for the first three years following completion of those activities.  

Heritage Resource Protection

Section 106 compliance form has been completed and signed by Forest Archeologist on October 28, 2008 indicating site was reviewed and no historic or prehistoric properties would be affected. If any sites are discovered during operations, the District Archeologist would be notified to determine if any additional protective measures are necessary.
      Fire Prevention

Fire restrictions applicable to this site coincide with seasonal restrictions in force at time of restoration activity.
REASONS FOR CATEGORICALLY EXCLUDING THE PROPOSED ACTION

Through past experience and review of similar projects as well as a review of the proposed action, no extraordinary circumstances were found to exist that would cause the proposed action to have significant environmental effects.  This decision falls within Category 5 of Section 31.2 of WO Amendment 1909.15-2008-1 of FSH 1909.15,   regeneration of an area to native tree species, including site preparation that does not involve the use of herbicides or result in vegetation type conversion.  The proposed action is therefore categorically excluded from preparation of an Environmental Assessment or an Environmental Impact Statement. 

SCOPING AND PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT
Scoping by the Forest Service was initiated through: 

1) Publishing of news release with intent to restore dispersed campsite – Newport Miner, 31 December 2008
2) Sending a request for input to resource specialists on the Colville National Forest.

3) Publishing information on the project in the Schedule of Proposed Actions (SOPA) beginning with Projects ‘09, Volume Seventeen, Number Two, Winter Issue, Fiscal Year 2009.  

No comments were received and no issues were identified as a result of public scoping.
FINDINGS

The project is consistent with management direction, including standards and guidelines found in the Colville National Forest Land and Resource Management Plan (LRMP), as amended.  Management direction for each Management Area (MA) is provided by the Colville National Forest Land and Resource Management Plan (Forest Plan) which describes in detail the Goals, Objectives, Standards, Guidelines, and Management Prescriptions (Forest Plan Chapter 4).
The project area is located in an area designated as Management Area (MA) 7.  The emphasis in MA 7 is optimum timber production with the goal of basic resource protection (page 4-101 of the Forest Plan).  
The action is consistent with direction contained in Regional Forester's Forest Plan Amendment #2.
INFISH requires that Riparian Habitat Conservation Areas be delineated, and that Standards and Guidelines found in INFISH Decision Notice Attachment A, pages A-6 through A-13 be followed.  The actions are consistent with INFISH direction.

The actions are consistent with the Forest Plan because mitigation measures (Decision Memo, pages 1 and 2) have been fully applied in the selected actions.  The project is feasible and reasonable, and it results in applying management practices that meet the Forest Plan overall direction of improving and protecting the environment.

The determination of the Biological Evaluation (BE) was that the project would have minimal short term noise effects on Management Indicator Species (MIS) during implementation of the project. Otherwise, the project is not expected to have an effect on any current or proposed federally listing of threatened, endangered, or sensitive species of wildlife, fish, plants, or critical habitat.  (Project File, Threatened, Endangered, and Sensitive Species BE, pages 6 and 7).
This action does not pose a violation of Federal, State, or local law requirements imposed for the protection of the environment.  It does not, individually or cumulatively, have a significant effect (40 CFR 1508.4) on the quality of the human environment.  

This is not a major Federal action.  It will have limited context and intensity (40 CFR 1508.27), individually or cumulatively, to the biological, physical, social, or economic components of the human environment.  It will have no adverse effect upon public health or safety; consumers, civil rights, minority groups and women; prime farmland, rangeland, and forest land; municipal watersheds, wetlands or floodplains; significant scientific, cultural or historic resources; roadless areas; research natural areas; inventoried roadless areas; or to congressionally designated areas such as Wilderness.

Legal Requirements

National Forest Management Act of October 22, 1976 (NFMA):  Provisions of NFMA applicable to all projects require the following:  (a) resource plans and permits, contracts, and other instruments shall be consistent with the land management plan; (b) insure consideration of the economic and environmental aspects of management, to provide for outdoor recreation, range, timber, watershed, wildlife, and fish; and (c) provide for diversity of plant and animal communities.  All of these considerations and requirements are addressed in the Decision Memo and the various resource reports in the project file.  Therefore, project actions are consistent with these provisions of NFMA.

IMPLEMENTATION

This project may be implemented as funds become available.
ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW OR APPEAL

This categorical exclusion decision is not subject to appeal pursuant to 

36 CFR 215.12 (f).  
Questions regarding this decision should be submitted by mail to Rob Lawler, Hydrologist, Newport Ranger District, 315 N Warren, Newport, WA  99156, or by telephone at (509) 447-7300, or email at rrlawler@fs.fed.us.

/s/ John Buehler







4/23/09      
John Buehler
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